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ISSUE Youth Programming 
 
04 07 2018 at 19:00 Encounter 60 minutes  Dan DeMatte and Patrick Reis co host Encounter and showcase 
personal testimonies of guests in an effort to bring listeners into a closer relationship with Jesus.  Their guest today 
is Victoria Harris founder of Arise Worship Ministries.  She was raised in Baton Rouge Lousiana by two very 
intelligent parents.  She grew up in a devote Catholic family but not in a very charismatic way.  In fact she was 
raised to be prejudiced against Pentecostals.  Victoria explained that she traveled playing music at retreats and had 
an encounter where a man asked her to pray for the healing of his knee and in her discomfort at the thought of 
praying aloud on the spot she responded that God does not do that.  She was rebuked and called out as being a 
hypocrite.  When she did touch his knee and say in the name of Jesus heal his knee she felt a warm sensation go 
through her fingers and the man who had a torn ACL was healed.  She then did research on charism in the Church 
and wrote the book Holy Spirit 101.  Today she is based out of a parish in the Dallas Diocese and organizes retreats 
and different charismatic events.  For the remainder of the hour Victoria shared stories with Dan and Patrick from 
her ministry.

04 14 2018 at 19:00 Encounter 60 minutes  Dan DeMatte and Patrick Reis co host Encounter and showcase 
personal testimonies of guests in an effort to bring listeners into a closer relationship with Jesus.  Their guest today 
is Ben Hardings who shared his experience with suffering.  Recently Ben quit his job as a corporate banker in order 
to work for a non profit.  He explained that he grew up Catholic in western Ohio.  After high school he went on to 
play football in college fell away from the church and had an injury that ended his career.  Those around him could 
see how discouraged he was and approached him and told him that there is a greater purpose to life in Jesus.  He 
returned to his faith and began reading the bible.  His senior year the football coach asked him to remain with the 
football program to serve the team as a minister to the players.  For the remainder of the hour Ben shared with 
listeners his journey of suffering and the events that led him to where his is today.                                              

04 21 2018 at 19:00 Encounter 60 minutes  Dan DeMatte and Patrick Reis co host Encounter and showcase 
personal testimonies of guests in an effort to bring listeners into a closer relationship with Jesus.  Their guest today 
is Drew Sneider, a parish director of evangelization.  Drew is a father of four and a former Focus missionary.  He 
explained that he grew up in Colorado in a Catholic family although his father was not Catholic.  Drew shared that 
his mom made him go to Mass and CCD even though he did not want to.  This is something he is thankful for today.  
In high school his mother saw that he was getting involved with alcohol and partying and sent him on a pilgrimage 
to Europe.  Reluctantly he went and rather than take in all the churches and sights he went to the bars and got drunk 
since the drinking age there was younger than in the United States.  Drew then shared a story of getting arrested in 
his church parking lot after trying to outrun the police.  He believed this was God trying to lead him back home 
especially when his parish priest knocked on the police car window.  Following this experience Drew shared about a 
retreat he went on and books he was given to read and the events that led him to where he is in his life today.  

04 28 2018 at 19:00 Encounter 60 minutes  Dan DeMatte and Patrick Reis co host Encounter and showcase 
personal testimonies of guests in an effort to bring listeners into a closer relationship with Jesus.  After discussing 
what St. Paul said in his first letter to the Colossians about Gods will in our lives they announced their guest.  Their 
guest today is Amber DeMatte a stay at home mother of four graduate of Franciscan University and wife of Dan.  
She explained that in junior high she began trying to find out who she was.  She tried to determine who she was 
through the clothes she wore who she was dating her friends and material things.  When she was a senior in high 
school a teacher began a youth group.  One night sitting in a chapel with this group Amber voiced that she wanted to 
know Jesus and wanted this to be a meaningful group not just a group to attend meetings in order to go on a ski trip.  
She was in an abusive relationship and realized that she did not want to be a part of that relationship anymore.  
Growing up Amber felt she was not good at anything and did not try anything because she was sure she would fail.  
As a young adult she continued to believe this.  When she gave birth to her first child Amber was determined to be 
the perfect mother.  When she recognized that she could not be the absolute perfect mother she felt a darkness enter 
her life.  She turned to God and rather than begging Him to fix her she understood that she is made in His image and 
needed to first recognize who He is that He was already helping her and she recognized who she was in light of 
Him.  In order to empower women and defeat the lies that the devil tells us Amber got involved in an online prayer 
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and exercise group.  For the remainder of the hour Amber shared how she began her own online group the 
Conquerers Club which empowers mothers to transform both physically and spiritually.

05 05 2018 at 19:00 Encounter 60 minutes  Dan DeMatte and Patrick Reis co host Encounter and showcase 
personal testimonies of guests in an effort to bring listeners into a closer relationship with Jesus.  After discussing 
the saints and how we need to learn about them but not idolize them they introduced their guest.  Brother Tommy 
Pialado a Capuchin Franciscan called in to share his testimony.  He grew up in a loving family and from a young age 
was intrigued by his faith.  Brother Tommy explained how he was intrigued by all the symbols of the Catholic 
Church.  He was part of Dans youth group in high school where he felt a part of the community of his parish.  
During his senior year of high school he read Pope Benedicts book Jesus of Nazareth and realized his intimacy with 
the Lord and wanted that same intimacy.  He went on to college and had a fun experience partying and developing 
friendships but also was deeply rooted in his faith and read many of Pope Benedicts books.  His most invigorating 
experience in college was an independent study he did on the writings of St. Francis.  Brother Tommy felt fulfilled 
in the intellectual life in the Church and while he enjoyed partying said it was extremely shallow.  Feeling called to 
live as Jesus taught in the Gospels as St. Francis did Brother Tommy desired to become a Capuchin Franciscan.  For 
the remainder of the hour he shared his experience with recognizing his call to the priesthood.  

05 12 2018 at 19:00 Encounter 60 minutes  Dan DeMatte and Patrick Reis co host Encounter and showcase 
personal testimonies of guests in an effort to bring listeners into a closer relationship with Jesus.  After Dan and 
Patrick discussed several verses from the bible about darkness sin the Truth and living in the light of Jesus they 
introduced their guest Kim Zember who overcame a homosexual lifestyle.  She was raised in the Catholic faith 
receiving the sacraments and going to church every Sunday.  Between 3rd and 8th grade Kim felt sheltered by the 
Catholic school she attended.  In high school she never had a hard time getting a boyfriend but getting a girlfriend 
was a challenge.  Although she was attracted to men she felt drawn to having a girlfriend and was sucked in by a 
particular relationship.  She became secret friends with a girl that was rumored to be a lesbian.  Kim said she felt a 
craving for intimate female relationships after high school.  She continued to attend church although she was 
secretly engaging in relationships with women.  During this time she also dated men but struggled to give her heart 
completely to one man in particular.  After praying for God to show her her heart she was shown Africa and 
remembered that as a child she felt a desire to help those on that continent.  While there this man proposed to her 
and she agreed to get married because she felt fulfilled by helping others and vowed to quit engaging in relationships 
with women.  After being married for only a couple months she cheated on him with a woman.  Although he wanted 
to work on the relationship Kim knew it was not right and sought a divorce.  She continued to date women.  In 
October of 2014 after a woman she was dating cheated on her Kim surrendered to God and told him she was His and 
for one year she vowed not to date anyone.  At a retreat she experienced a man prophesying over her and was 
transformed spiritually.  She left feeling purified and with a hunger to grow in her faith.  She now attends daily Mass 
conferences and adoration and goes to the sacrament of reconciliation regularly.  Kim admits that she still feels 
attracted to women but she chooses God because the beauty of Him is far greater than that lifestyle.  

05 19 2018 at 19:00 Encounter 60 minutes  Dan DeMatte and Patrick Reis co host Encounter and showcase 
personal testimonies of guests in an effort to bring listeners into a closer relationship with Jesus.  Bart Shoots from 
the John Paul II Catholic Healing Center is their guest.  Bart shared that he grew up in a Catholic family and went to 
Catholic schools.  He is the second youngest of seven and his dad left the family when Bart was only five.  He had a 
deep hatred for his father and channeled his energy into sports.  In college Bart left the Catholic Church.  His god at 
the time was college football.  After being confronted by a few girls he had hurt he realized the effects his actions 
were having on others.  He prayed to God that if he was real to reveal himself.  His friend asked to go on a weekend 
retreat and Bart agreed to go.  Some of the speakers deeply impacted him including a repented politician who had 
been unfaithful and reminded Bart of his father.  He felt the Holy Spirits presence and God telling him that he is his 
father and he loves him.  That was 29 years ago.  For the remainder of the hour Bart shared how he reconciled with 
his father and how he has served Jesus Christ since this powerful experience.  

05 26 2018 at 19:00 Encounter 60 minutes  Dan DeMatte and Patrick Reis cohost Encounter and showcase 
personal testimonies of guests in an effort to bring listeners into a closer relationship with Jesus.  After discussing 
some of Jesus parables regarding forgiveness they introduced their first guest Rachael Muha.   Rachels ministry Run 
the Race was launched after a major tragedy in her life.  She has two sons and lives in Columbus Ohio.  They 
attended a Catholic church and schools were very close in age and were best friends.  They both attended Franciscan 
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University.  While her son Brian was at college taking a summer class he and a friend were murdered by two inner 
city men who wanted to see what it was like to kill someone.  Rachel explained their week long search for her son 
when he went missing and the heartbreaking moment she and her son Chris were told his body had been found.  
Because of her faith Rachael was able to forgive Brians killer before they even found his body.  At the trial the 
family was given the opportunity to speak to these two men.  Rather than explain to them how they affected their 
lives Rachel explained to them how what they did affected their souls and told them how to get to heaven.  They 
also explained to them the power of the rosary and let them know they would be praying the rosary every day for 
them.  One of the men broke down and cried while the other remained tough.  Since then Rachel has begun her 
ministry Run the Race which gives scholarships and opportunities to inner city youth in order to change the 
outcomes of their lives.  

06 02 2018 at 19:00 Encounter 60 minutes  Dan DeMatte and Patrick Reis co host Encounter and showcase 
personal testimonies of guests in an effort to bring listeners into a closer relationship with Jesus.  After discussing 
Revelation 12 they introduced their guest Peter Burak founder of ID 916 Young Adult Ministry.  Peter was raised in 
a strong Catholic home going to Mass every Sunday and praying the rosary regularly.  At eight years old after being 
told he could no longer play sports because of a condition he had Peter handed his life over to God.  All of his 
suffering was given to God with the personal mantra God is real and He loves me.  In high school Pete felt like he 
was living two separate lives: a Christian life at home and a non Christian life at school.  He was ashamed that he 
could not own his faith in front of his peers.  After rejecting his faith three times when a priest asked the 
congregation to stand if they had a relationship with Jesus he had a come to Jesus meeting with his parents who 
questioned who he really was.  After that talk with his parents Peter decided to no longer be ashamed to show that he 
was a follower of Jesus.  During college orientation Peter experienced a senior preaching to a group about how he 
felt all pro lifers were crazy.  He prayed to Jesus to be given the courage to stand up and defend Him if it was His 
will.  Peter stood up preached the Gospel for about five minutes and upon the conclusion the senior conceded. For 
the remainder of the show Peter shared how he met his wife and began his ministry ID 916 which sends members to 
parishes to preach to young adults about their faith.

06 09 2018 at 19:00 Encounter 60 minutes  Dan DeMatte and Patrick Reis co host Encounter and showcase 
personal testimonies of guests in an effort to bring listeners into a closer relationship with Jesus.  After speaking 
about how Jesus meets people where they are Dan and Patrick introduced their guest Jason Shanks president of Our 
Sunday Visitor.  Jason explained how he grew up in a Methodist home although they did not go to church.  In 
college Jason got involved in a religious group.  He filtered through apologetics began learning his faith and 
engaged in bible studies.  The more he learned about his faith the more Jasons desire for the Truth grew.  Ultimately 
it was his study of John Chapter 6 that made him realize he needed to attend the Catholic Church.  Once he got 
home from college before his senior year Jason began attending RCIA classes.  Two years later on Easter of 1999 
Jason entered the Catholic Church.  He then explained how he feels called to share his faith with others and rather 
than keep Gods love in a box Jason believes he needs to pass that love on.  Our faith grows as we give it away and 
our capacity for God increases.  Today Jason shares his faith through his work as the president of Our Sunday 
Visitor.    
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