
Quarterly List of WGBX-TV Programming Providing the Most Significant Treatment of 
Community Issues - WGBX-TV  (April-June 2014) 
 
 
I. Education/Schools/Youth 
 

Frontline, N 04/03/14, 10pm, 60 min. 
“Generation Like” - Thanks to social media, today's teens are able to directly interact with their 
culture -- artists, celebrities, movies, brands and even one another -- in ways never before 
possible. But is that real empowerment? Or do marketers still hold the upper hand? In this film, 
author and FRONTLINE correspondent Douglas Rushkoff (The Merchants of Cool, The 
Persuaders) explores how the perennial teen quest for identity and connection has migrated to 
social media -- and exposes the game of cat-and-mouse that corporations are playing with these 
young consumers. Do kids think they're being used? Do they care? Or does the perceived chance 
to be the next big star make it all worth it? The film is an examination of the evolving and 
complicated relationship between teens and the companies that are increasingly working to target 
them. 
 
PBS Newshour, N 05/07/14, 11pm, 60 min. 
Increasingly, boys appear to be falling behind girls academically. Test statistics, grades and 
college degrees are part of the story, but experts are also concerned about the messages young 
men get about masculinity. Gwen Ifill talks with Michael Thompson, author of "Raising Cain," 
Ever Forward Club founder Ashanti Branch and Christina Hoff Sommers, author of "The War 
Against Boys." 

 
Freedom Summer: American Experience, N 06/29/14, 9pm, 120 min. 
During the summer of 1964, the nation's eyes were riveted on Mississippi. Over 10 memorable 
weeks known as Freedom Summer, more than 700 student volunteers joined with organizers and 
local African Americans in an historic effort to shatter the foundations of white supremacy in the 
nation's most segregated state. Working together, they canvassed for voter registration, created 
Freedom Schools, and established the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, with the goal of 
challenging the segregationist state Democratic Party at the national convention in Atlantic City. 
The campaign was marked by sustained and deadly violence, including the notorious murders of 
three civil rights workers, countless beatings, the burning of 35 churches, and the bombing of 70 
homes and Freedom Houses. 

 
II. Housing/Urban Development 

 
10 Buildings That Changed America, N 04/03/14, 4am, 60 min. 
This program tells the stories of 10 American architectural marvels, including a state capitol 
building designed by Thomas Jefferson, the original indoor shopping mall, the first airport of the 
Jet Age and a futuristic concert hall. You may not be familiar with all of these buildings, but they 
probably shaped the way you live, work, shop and play. Host Geoffrey Baer takes a journey 
across America and inside these 10 groundbreaking works of art and engineering. 

 
PBS Newshour Weekend, N 04/27/14, 5pm, 30 min. 



Recent reports suggest that the recovery in the nation’s housing market might be starting to slow 
down, with both existing and new home sales down in the last months. How will this affect the 
overall economic health in the country? Alison Stewart speaks with Michelle Conlin, a senior 
correspondent at Reuters, about trends in home sales during the last year. 
 
Frederick Law Olmsted: Designing America, N 06/21/14, 2am, 60 min. 
This is a biography of the man who made public parks an essential part of American life. 
Olmsted made enormous contributions to the American landscape and is known as the father of 
American landscape architecture. He was co-designer of Central Park, head of the first Yosemite 
commission, leader of the campaign to protect Niagara Falls, designer of the U.S. Capitol 
Grounds, site planner for the Great White City of the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition, 
planner of Boston's "Emerald Necklace" of green space and of park systems in many other cities. 
Olmsted's pioneering design of the public parks and parkway systems in Buffalo, N.Y. is the 
oldest coordinated system in America and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
To Olmsted, a park was both a work of art and a necessity for urban life. Olmsted's efforts to 
preserve nature created an "environmental ethic" decades before the environmental movement 
became a force in American politics.  
 

III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice 
 
Frontline, N 04/24/14, 10pm, 60 min. 
“Solitary Nation” - An estimated 80,000 Americans are in solitary confinement - even people 
who haven't committed violent crimes - sometimes for years, or even decades. Using 
extraordinary access to the segregation unit at the maximum security Maine State Prison, 
FRONTLINE examines America's use of solitary confinement - a practice U.S. prisons and jails 
resort to more than most other countries. Some prison officials see it as necessary to keep order 
and safety, but critics say it is inhumane and counterproductive. "Solitary Nation" is an 
extraordinarily rare and intimate view of life in solitary, through the stories of inmates living in 
isolation, the prison officers who keep them locked in, and a new warden who is re-thinking the 
practice and trying to reduce the number of inmates in solitary. 
 
PBS Newshour, N 04/25/14 11pm, 60 min. 
The FBI’s Next Generation Identification program, officially launching this summer, will give 
police access to more data than ever before by way of biometrics—biological marks from facial 
scans and palm prints—to identify suspects. Some opponents worry this growing web of security 
will give police too much personal information without a warrant.  

 
Frontline, L 05/01/14, 10pm, 90 min. 
“Prison State” - With unprecedented access, FRONTLINE investigates the impact of mass 
incarceration in America, focusing on a troubled housing project in Louisville, Kentucky, and a 
statewide effort to reverse the trend. There are some 2.3 million people behind bars in the U.S. 
today, but a disproportionate number come from a few city neighborhoods, and in some places 
the concentration is so dense that states are spending millions of dollars a year to lock up 
residents of single blocks. "Prison State" examines one community, Louisville's Beecher Terrace 
housing project, and follows the lives of four residents as they move in and out of custody, while 
Kentucky tries break that cycle and shrink its prison state. 



 
IV.  Needs of Special Interest Groups 
 

PBS Newshour, N 05/01/14, 11:30pm, 60 min. 
Since 1973, the rate of incarceration in the United States has quadrupled, with more than 2 
million people now behind bars. Jeffrey Brown talks to Jeremy Travis of the John Jay College of 
Criminal Justice about a new report that examines the causes and consequences of this explosion 
and recommends ways to cut down the figures. 

 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 05/18/14, 7am, 30 min. 
The rate of HIV infections in America is rising for young gay men. Groups like the Chicago-
based Night Ministry are meeting them where they are, offering free testing right out of a van on 
the street. “Churches have been powerful communities of support for people living with HIV,” 
says Matt Richards of the University of Chicago Medicine’s community programs. “On the other 
hand, churches have often been a primary driver of really shaming, stigmatizing, inaccurate 
messages about HIV.” 
 
PBS Newshour, N 05/28/14, 11pm, 60 min. 
In a new internal report released exclusively to the NewsHour, Google reveals that women and 
minorities have been largely left behind in their tech workforce. The disclosure comes amid 
increasing pressure for Silicon Valley companies to disclose their records on diversity. Gwen 
Ifill talks to Google’s Laszlo Bock, Vivek Wadhwa of Stanford University and Telle Whitney of 
the Anita Borg Institute. 
 

V.  Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 
 

PBS Newshour, N 05/02/14 11pm, 60 min. 
The jobs report released Friday finds that employers added 288,000 jobs in April and the 
unemployment rate fell to 6.3%. However, the dip in unemployment was driven by a sharp 
decline — more than 800,000 — in the number of people who worked or searched for work last 
month. Economics correspondent Paul Solman reports on the dwindling labor force. 
 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 05/04/14, 7am, 30 min. 
For more and more would-be pastors, the combination of economic recession and mainline 
decline has severely reduced their chances of finding paid, full-time jobs as pastors. Lucky 
Severson reports that seminary and divinity school graduates are going into other kinds of 
service, or taking any job available while they wait and pray for the work they feel called by God 
to do.  

 
PBS Newshour, N 05/19/14, 11pm, 60 min. 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren joins Judy Woodruff to discuss her new memoir, “A Fighting Chance,” in 
which she criticizes the big banks and Washington politicians for weakening America’s middle 
class. Warren advocates for a hike in the minimum wage to ensure today’s middle class gets the 
same opportunities her family had, and discusses reform for banking and student loans. 



 
VI.  Environment/Ecology 
 

Nova, N 04/05/14, 1pm, 60 min.  
“Wild Predator Invasion” - Over the last few centuries we have shot, trapped and skinned the 
predators that formerly thrived at the top of the food chain in the wild. Wild bears, wolves and 
big cats are all in retreat, and a growing number of scientists are discovering that by eliminating 
predators, we have changed the environment. Removing predators from the wild has thrown 
ecosystems off-kilter, triggering domino effects that scientists are just beginning to understand. 
In "Wild Predator Invasion," NOVA follows scientists who are trying out a simple but 
controversial solution: returning apex predators --like wolves, bears,and panthers -- to their 
natural environments. Can these newly reintroduced predators restore the natural balance of their 
ecosystems without threatening the humans who live among them? 
 
PBS Newshour, N 04/15/14, 11pm, 60 min. 
The latest U.N. report on climate change suggests ways to potentially ward off the worst impacts 
of rising emissions. But these scenarios come with real costs, and have faced political opposition 
as well as reluctance from the American public. Judy Woodruff learns more from Robert Stavins 
of the Harvard Kennedy School of Government and Maura Cowley of the Energy Action 
Coalition. 

 
Nature, N 05/15/14, 1:30pm, 60 min. 
“Leave it to Beavers” - A growing number of scientists, conservationists and grass-roots 
environmentalists have come to regard beavers as overlooked tools when it comes to reversing 
the disastrous effects of global warming and world-wide water shortages. Once valued for their 
fur or hunted as pests, these industrious rodents are seen in a new light through the eyes of this 
novel assembly of beaver enthusiasts and "employers" who reveal the ways in which the 
presence of beavers can transform and revive landscapes. Using their skills as natural builders 
and brilliant hydro-engineers, beavers are being recruited to accomplish everything from finding 
water in a bone-dry desert to recharging water tables and coaxing life back into damaged lands. 
 

VII.  Medical and Mental Health/Social Services 
 

PBS Newshour Weekend, N 04/19/14, 5pm, 30 min.  
We look at a revolutionary class of drugs called "biologics." Americans have been paying more 
for their benefits than patients in Europe or Asia because the "generic" versions or "biosimilars" 
have not hit the U.S. market. Dr. Emily Senay looks into why there's a delay and when American 
consumers can expect discounts. 
 
Frontline, N 05/08/14, 10pm, 60 min.  
“Hunting the Nightmare Bacteria” - That's how the CDC describes a frightening new threat 
spreading quickly in hospitals, communities, and across the globe. FRONTLINE reporter David 
Hoffman investigates the alarming rise of untreatable infections: from a young girl thrust onto 
life support in an Arizona hospital, to a young American infected in India who comes home to 
Seattle, and an uncontrollable outbreak at the nation's most prestigious hospital, where 18 
patients were mysteriously infected and six died, despite frantic efforts to contain the killer 



bacteria. Fueled by decades of antibiotic overuse, the crisis has deepened as major drug 
companies, squeezed by Wall Street expectations, have abandoned the development of new 
antibiotics. Without swift action, the miracle age of antibiotics could be coming to an end. 
 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 06/15/14, 7am, 30 min. 
Amid accusations of bureaucratic mismanagement, the Department of Veterans Affairs' new 
acting secretary, Sloan Gibson, has pledged to move all veterans off waiting lists and into 
medical care as quickly as possible. He said the VA will work with public and private 
organizations to get vets the services they need. Last year, the VA launched a new initiative to 
partner with faith-based groups to reach out to vets. Kim Lawton reports that more and more 
religious congregations are providing veterans with practical help, and also with emotional help 
to address what many call the "moral injuries" sustained during war.  

 
VIII.  Economy/Business 
 

PBS Newshour, N 04/04/14, 11pm, 60 min.  
Much of the stock market trading that occurs today is done with computer servers, completing 
hundreds of millions of orders in a system known as high-frequency trading. Author Michael 
Lewis has made this practice the subject of his latest book, “Flash Boys: A Wall Street Revolt.” 
He joins Judy Woodruff for a discussion about Wall Street trading and reform. 
 
Moyers & Company, N 05/30/14, 8pm, 30 min. 
A new report by Nobel Prize-winning economist Joseph E. Stiglitz for the Roosevelt Institute 
suggests that paying our fair share of taxes and cracking down on corporate tax dodgers could be 
a cure for inequality and a faltering economy. This week on Moyers & Company (check local 
listings), Stiglitz tells Bill Moyers that Apple, Google, GE and a host of other Fortune 500 
companies are creating what amounts to "an unlimited IRA for corporations," some of them 
paying no taxes whatsoever. The result? Vast amounts of lost revenue for our treasury and the 
exporting of much-needed jobs to other countries. 
 
Consuelo Mack Wealthtrack, N 06/08/14, 8:30am, 30 min. 
This week's Consuelo Mack WealthTrack looks at major changes in the mutual fund industry. 
Investors are deserting actively managed funds for passive ones and fleeing bond funds for other 
sources of income. In their first joint television appearance, two Morningstar veterans -- 
Christine Benz, Director of Personal Finance, and Russel Kinnel, Director of Mutual Fund 
Research -- tell us what it all means for investors and their funds. 

 
IX.  Family/Morality/Religion 
 

Story of the Jews With Simon Schama, N 04/06/14 10pm, 60 min.  
“Return” - Simon Schama examines how the Holocaust and the creation of Israel have 
fundamentally changed what it means to be Jewish. Mixing personal recollection with epic 
history, Schama tells the story of the remarkable personalities and unprecedented events that 
turned the Zionist dream of creating a modern state of Israel into reality - and the consequences 
for the world. With contributions from writer David Grossman, photographer Micha Bar-Am, 
kibbutz founder Freddie Kahan, West Bank settler Zvi Cooper and Palestinian villager Yacoub 



Odeh, the film explores the tension between the high ideals and dire necessities that led to the 
creation of a Jewish homeland and the realities of conflict, dispossession and occupation that 
have followed in its wake. 

 
Religion & Ethics Newsweekly, N 04/13/14 7am, 30 min.  
Technology has allowed premature and critically ill newborn babies to survive, but sometimes 
with major problems. Families, doctors, and chaplains must now face issues of life and death. 
“The big question today,” observes Dr. John Lantos, a pediatric bioethicist at Children’s Mercy 
Hospital in Kansas City, “is, of the survivors, how many survive without devastating neurologic 
impairments or other chronic medical problems?” 
 
Religion  & Ethics Newsweekly, N 04/27/14, 7am, 30 min.  
On Sunday (April 27) at the Vatican, Pope Francis will preside over a double canonization 
ceremony to elevate Pope John XXIII and Pope John Paul II to sainthood. Host Bob Abernethy 
talks with managing editor Kim Lawton and Religion News Service editor-in-chief Kevin 
Eckstrom about the legacies of these two new saints and what their canonization means to 
Catholics and non-Catholics alike. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


