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REGULARLY SCHEDULED PROGRAMMING 

 

 

 

During the second quarter of 2009, KGO-TV aired the following regularly 
scheduled local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total 
cumulative average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

 Monday - Friday  4:30-7:00AM 

 Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

 Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

 Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

 Monday - Friday 9:00-10:00PM – (on Ch. 7.2 Only) 

 Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

 Saturday / Sunday 6:00-7:00AM 

 Sunday  9:00-10:00 / 9:00-9:30AM 

 Saturday & Sunday 5:00-5:30PM & 6:00-6:30PM 

  



During the second quarter of 2009, KGO-TV also aired the following 
regularly scheduled locally produced programming that addressed the 
problems and needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES- This locally produced public affairs program 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  The program’s objective was to go “beyond the headlines” and 
explore critical issues facing the community.  KGO-TV news anchors hosted this 
program that aired Sundays from 10:00 to 10:30am. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 7- This news compilation program repurposed and reviewed local 
news reports that covered significant community issues.  These included in-
depth Assignment 7 Reports, I-Team Investigations, Michael Finney’s Seven On 
Your Side, and Carolyn Johnson’s Science & Medical Reports.  KGO-TV news 
anchors hosted this program that aired Sundays from 4:30-5:00pm. 
 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Reporter Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs 
unit that provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm 
newscasts, and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.   

Office staff answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls from viewers seeking 

help with a wide variety of consumer problems.  On the average, the unit received over 

4000 e-mails/ letters, and over 1500 phone calls per month. 

On April 1
st
 a special “tax hotline” was offered during the 6pm news.  371 viewers 

received help with a wide assortment of tax questions.  We offered bilingual 
assistance in Spanish, Mandarin and Cantonese.  
 
THE VIEW FROM THE BAY- The only live, local talk show of its kind provided a 
proactive dialogue on people, places and views unique to the Bay Area.  It 
included a mix of interviews, live reports, taped segments and news updates that 
offered information about health, fitness, lifestyle, arts and entertainment, 
fashion, food, pets, family issues, relationships, self-improvement, women’s 
issues and safety.  KGO-TV’s Spencer Christian and Janelle Wang hosted this 
program that aired weekdays from 3:00-4:00pm. 
 
NEWS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING AIRED ON KGO-DT 7.2- 
KGO-DT 7.2, our secondary digital channel, is a locally programmed channel 
that features local news, local specials, public affairs, syndicated programming, 
educational and informational children’s programming, and encore segments 
from ABC News programs.  On the average, over 75 hours of local news and 
public affairs programs aired monthly.  Additionally, hundreds of public service 
announcements aired in commercial breaks between programming. 

 
 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 

 

During the first quarter of 2009, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 
DRIVE TO DISCOVER: THE FUTURE OF MEDICINE:  
From Robots in the operating room, to growing human organs, Drive to Discover: 
The Future of Medicine explores the breakthroughs and promising technologies 
that could change our lives.  This program aired on Sunday, April 5th from 6:30-
7:00pm. 
 
BEYOND THE HEADLINES: DTV CONVERSION SPECIAL:  
This program took a deeper look at the Digital Television Transition to dispel 
some of the DTV myths.  It showed people how to get ready for the switch and 
make it a smooth transition. This program aired on Sunday, May 17

th &
 May 31

st
 

from 10:00-10:30am, and on Saturday, June 6th from 7:00-7:30pm. 
 
TUTANKHAMUN: NEW DETAILS OF THE BOY KING:  
Spencer Christian and renowned archaeologist Dr. Zahi Hawass journeyed to the 
Valley of the Kings, went deep inside tombs, and traced the young pharaoh’s 
footprints throughout Egypt.  Along the way, new information surrounding the life 
and death of King Tut was revealed.  This program aired on Saturday, June 20th 
from 7:00-8:00pm. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPONSORED EVENTS 
 

The following community events were featured on KGO-TV’s day planner, 
“Around the Bay,” the station’s vehicle for sponsoring upcoming community 
events.   Each of these thirty-second spots featured two to three events, and 
aired for two weeks on a fixed schedule. 
 
4/1/09 – 4/3/09           
Conservatory of Flowers: Golden Gate Garden Railway Exhibition (thru April 19) 
Blind Babies Foundation: Beeper Easter Egg Hunt (4/11/09)  
Oakland Asian Students Educational Services: Spring Fundraiser (5/14/09)  
             
4/4/09 – 4/17/09           
Meals on Wheels: Star Chefs & Vintners (5/17/09)  
New Leaf: HIV/AIDS Benefit for LGBT community (4/09)                                 
March of Dimes: March for Babies (4/25)  
 
4/18/09 – 5/1/09           
TNDC: Annual Birthday Dinner (5/12/09)                                            
Network of Strength: Breast Cancer Walk (5/10/09)  
Montalvo Arts Center: Food & Wine Classic (5/31)  
 
5/2/09 – 5/15/09          
University High School: SF Decorator Showcase (thru 5/25)                                    
Bay to Breakers (5/17/09) 
Teatro Vision: 25

th
 Anniversary (5/30)  

 
5/16/09 – 5/29/09         
Always Dream Fdn (5/30) K. Yamaguchi ballroom, 
Asian Women’s Shelter: Annual Gala (6/6/09)  
 
5/30/09 – 6/12/09         
Youth in Arts: Italian Street Painting Festival (6/13-6/14)  
World Arts West: Ethnic Dance Festival (4 weeks June) 
Hiller Aviation Museum: Vertical Challenge (6/20)  
 
6/13/09 – 6/26/09         
Lance Armstrong Foundation: Ryan’s Ride (6/28) Michele Phua  
Marine Mammal Center, Public Opening 6/15  
 
6/27/09 – 6/30/09         
California Historical Radio Society: Live at KRE!  7/18/09)  
Richmond/Ermet AIDS Foundation: Help is On the Way (8/2)  
Abrazos & Books: Scholarship Dinner (8/1) 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the second quarter of 2009, KGO-TV aired over *500 public service 
announcements in various time periods throughout the broadcast day that 
involved many different topics.  (*This count was lower than in previous quarters 
due to the number of required DTV conversion PSA’s that aired up to the June 
12

th
 DTV conversion.)  Some of the PSA sponsors included this quarter: 

California Hospice Foundation, Boys & Girls Clubs, Drunk Driving Prevention, 
American Red Cross, Lupus Foundation of America, American Liver Foundation, 
Peninsula Humane Society, Booster Seat Education, Oakland Zoo, United Way, 
March of Dimes, Dogs For The Deaf, Dolores Street Community Services, 
Paralyzed Vets of America, California Coalition Against Sexual Assault, Live 
United, Choose To Save, PDFC, Kids Get Healthy, San Jose City Parks, 
Americorps, and State Department of Child Support. 

 

* * * * 
In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

* * * * 
KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through these efforts 
we’ve determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 

 ECONOMY / RECESSION ISSUES 

 EDUCATION / SCHOOL ISSUES 

 MINORITY / CULTURAL ISSUES 

 YOUTH ISSUES 

 HEALTH & MEDICAL ISSUES 

 SPECIAL LOCAL NEWS REPORTS 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 

 

 

 



LOCAL PROGRAMS ADDRESSING 
THE PROBLEMS & NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

ECONOMY / RECESSION ISSUES 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: June 24, 2009 (11:00 -11:35PM) 
Length: :32 
Subject:   
This report explained that the California State Attorney General filed a suit 
against the City of Pleasanton for what he called a "draconian limit on new 
housing."  In 1996, the city placed a cap on the number of housing units.  City 
officials were hoping to create 45,000 new jobs without lifting the cap.  There 
was concern that the new workers would join an already bumper-to-bumper 
commute through Pleasanton. The attorney general contended that the cap was 
illegal under a state law.     
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: May 22, 2009 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 
Length: 1:45 
Subject:   
This report profiled an East Bay community group that helped people with their 
resumes and job searches.  The free outreach program sponsored by Danville's 
Presbyterian Church provided weekly workshops on Saturday mornings.  Nearly 
3,000 job seekers, some who had not looked for work in over twenty years, used 
the service that supported them through tough times.     
  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: March 14, 2009 (6:00 - 6:30PM) 
Length: 3:36 
Subject:   
This report showed how four employees of a closed auto dealership were hired 
by the auto repair shop next door.  Some of the client base from the closed 
dealership happily switched to the adjacent business.  This helped to overt what 
could have been a complete economic disaster for the community.  All agreed 
that in the worst of times a slow start was better than no start at all.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Economy / Recession cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: May 22, 2009 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 
Length: 2:20 

Subject:   
This report covered the announcement by the state that many Bay Area cities 
would be getting less state sales tax revenue than expected.  The City of 
Burlingame relied on auto sales tax for 45% of its revenue, but this had dropped 
-20%.  This caused some staff jobs and business hours to be cut at the library.  
The latest state figures also showed San Francisco would lose $7 million, and 
Oakland would get $2 million dollars less in state sales tax revenue.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: May 29, 2009 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 
Length: 2:15 
Subject:   
This report profiled a non-profit group that built homes and shelters for Bay Area 
homeless people.  They built a cluster of five group homes in Hayward for the 
developmentally disabled.  The organization enlisted the help of building trades 
people, suppliers, and project managers to complete the home aid shelter 
projects.  There were an estimated 72,000 homeless in the nine Bay Area 
counties.    
  
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: May 31, 2009 (6:00 - 6:30PM) 
Length: 1:45 
Subject:   
This report reviewed how a new category of homeowners were falling behind on 
mortgage payments.  They were people who put down 20% and got prime loans 
at lower rates because of good credit.  However, layoffs and paycuts triggered by 
the recession made it difficult for them to make their payments.  7.5% of 
homeowners with prime loans in California were delinquent paying their 
mortgages.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



(Economy/Recession cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: May 31, 2009 (9:00 - 10:00AM) 
Length: 2:22 
Subject:   

This report explained what parents could do to protect their children from the 
recession.  Sociologists and psychologists at U.C. Berkeley explained that 
children took their cues from adults.  They believed adults could use their 
troubles to teach children the virtues of resiliency, gratitude and optimism.      
 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: May 26, 2009 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 
Length: 1:09  
Subject:   
This segment provided tips on making a job search easier.  Many people looking 
for work had not looked for employment for many years.  A job search expert 
said first it was important to determine how to start selling yourself to potential 
employers.  Then stick to a regular search schedule, and don't spend too much 
time on web sites since networking was the best way to get hired.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



EDUCATION / SCHOOL ISSUES 
 

THE VIEW FROM THE BAY (Local) 
Date/Time: June 18, 2009 (3:00-4:00PM) 
Length: 4:30 
Subject:    
This segment profiled one of the six high school scholars honored each year by 
ABC 7 for their academic achievement.  Sunnyvale's Albert Wong explained that 
he was inspired by his grandfather for being an immigrant to the U.S. who never 
gave up.  He constantly reminded his grandson to do his best, and to give 
something back to his community.  The young man was accepted into the Fall 
Freshman class at UCLA. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: June 18, 2009 (11:00-11:35PM) 
Length: 1:00 
Subject:    

This report covered a San Jose School District board meeting where members 
voted unanimously on cost saving measures.  The district had a $27 million 
budget deficit, so by increasing class size by +50% for kindergarten through 
second grade they would save $6 million.  The end result was a loss of 96 
teachers.  The board considered shortening the school year, but thought it would 
negatively impact too many students.  Parents and teachers offered other 
suggestions such as salary freezes and furloughs.   
  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  
Date/Time: June 16, 2009 (5:00-6:00AM) 
Length: 2:29 
Subject:    

This report reviewed a pilot after school science program for 12
th

 to 6
th 

grade 
girls.  Universe Quest was created because girls, especially in the African 
American community, had traditionally been underrepresented in the path to 
science and technology careers.  So a physicist at U.C. Berkeley collaborated 
with the Girl Scouts, ASA Academy, and received a $1.5 million grant to create 
the immersive online game.  It focused on creating characters that explored the 
cosmos and answered questions along the way.  Eventually the game would be 
made available to girls around the world.      
 
 
 
 

 

 



(Education / School Issues cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: May 28, 2009 (6:00-7:00AM) 
Length: 2:30 
Subject:   
This report reviewed Experience Corps, a program that matched senior citizens 
with students who needed tutoring.  Most volunteers were retirees, some had 
advanced degrees, but education was not the only qualification.  The specific 
focus was on literacy to make the kids proficient readers and writers.  Congress 
had just voted to provide additional funding to attract more volunteers to this 
group that provided tutors to 19 Bay Area schools.                                                
                                                                                                                          
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: May 27, 2009 (4:30-5:00AM) 
Length: 1:33 
Subject:  

This report covered a board meeting of the Alameda School District where 
members decided on whether to accept a Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender 
anti-bullying curriculum.  It was designed to teach students from K through 5

th
 

grade about other families including those with same-sex parents.  Opponents 
asked why it did not include racism or religious intolerance as well.  Two of the 
five board members believed students should be able to “opt out” of the lesson.  
But the district legal advisor recommended against it due to legal concerns.  In 
the end the board voted 3-2 to adopt the curriculum without an “opt out” option.  
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: May 22, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 1:40 
Subject:  

This report covered the visit of the president’s education secretary to the Bay 
Area.  He was in town to listen and learn about what was going on with public 
education in California as the state faced ongoing budget cuts.  He said the 
federal government wanted to bring unprecedented resources to the state, but 
California had to push a very strong reform agenda in return.  The secretary 
favored longer school days and a longer school year.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Education / School Issues cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: June 29, 2009 (5:00-5:30PM) 
Length: 1:43 
Subject:   
This report announced that control of the Oakland Unified School District was 
being returned to the city six years after the state takeover.  The state school 
superintendent signed an agreement transferring control back to the local district. 
The state gave Oakland $100 million in bail out money, and since then financial 
management improved and test scores were up.  The district still owed $80 
million that must be paid back within 20 years. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: May 21, 2009 (11:00-11:35PM) 
Length: 1:35 
Subject:   

This report looked into student-recorded videos of fights and violent incidents at 
schools in El Cerrito.  Because they were being posted on YouTube, it helped 
police take action on various incidents.  In one case six arrests were made at El 
Cerrito High School after detectives reviewed one of the video.  Officials at the 
middle school reacted and hired a police officer to patrol the campus through the 
end of the year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



MINORITY / CULTURAL ISSUES 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: May 26, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 1:49 
Subject:   
This report covered reaction in the city's Gay Community to the state court ruling 
to uphold Proposition 8 that banned same-sex marriage.  There were no major 
protests in the Castro District.  But for a brief time, a single black stripe covered 
the rainbow flag in a symbol of mourning for the Gay Community.  Most people in 
the Castro saw the ruling as unfair.  About 150 people marched from a church to 
civic center to protest the ruling. 

   
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: June 28, 2009 (5:00 -5:30PM) 
Length: 1:52 
Subject:    
This report recapped events surrounding the 39th Annual San Francisco 
L.G.B.T. Pride Parade.  Arson investigators were looking for clues into who 
intentionally torched one of the city's most visible pride symbols, the pink triangle 
on Twin Peaks.  The anniversary of the country's gay rights movement took 
center stage as the 40th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots was marked. 
   
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: April 17, 2009 (6:00-7:00AM) 
Length: :32 
Subject:    
This report announced that attorneys representing some San Francisco Police 
Officers accused the police chief of violating a 1979 court order intended to 
promote more minorities to top positions.  They filed a law suit that claimed the 
police department eliminated the rank of inspector and then promoted untested 
sergeants to key crime solving positions.  The attorneys said the department 
passed over qualified women and minority officers who wanted the inspector’s 
jobs.  The SFPD could not comment because it hadn't seen the lawsuit yet.    

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



(Minority/ Cultural cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: May 28, 2009 (11:00-11:35PM) 
Length: 1:40 
Subject:    
This report announced that some students at U.C. Santa Cruz were on a hunger 
strike.  They were protesting recent budget cuts that they said unfairly targeted a 
specific group of students.  The Students of Color Collective wanted more 
minority staff hires, no more faculty cuts, and laid off lecturers reinstated.  They 
believed the ongoing cuts targeted minority students and their departments.  
School officials said the university was being starved by the state and no 
department would be spared. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: May 26, 2009 (11:00-11:35PM) 
Length: 1:10 
Subject:   
This report covered the California State Supreme Court ruling that upheld 
Proposition 8 and the ban on gay marriage.  The court also ruled that the same-
sex marriage licenses issues before Prop 8 passed would stand.  Hundreds 
gathered outside the court said the ruling cost them their rights, while others 
argued the high court protected their voice.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: June 16, 2009 (4:00-4:30PM) 
Length: 1:59 
Subject:   
This report explained that a Solano County lesbian couple were demanding an 
apology from a Fresno hospital.  They said they encountered a hostile staff, and 
were treated differently for being gay.  One of the women suffered an epileptic 
seizure at a same-sex marriage rally in Fresno and was transported to the 
hospital.  That's when her partner wasn't allowed in as a visitor although other 
patients had visitors.  The hospital said it did nothing wrong.  The couple said 
they would consider legal action if the hospital didn't respond by 6/22/09.    

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



(Minority/ Cultural cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: May 26, 2009 (5:00-5:30PM) 
Length: 1:30 
Subject:   
This report covered the peaceful demonstration by same-sex marriage 
supporters after the announcement that the state court had upheld Prop 8.  
About 200 people blocked the intersection of Grove Street and Van Ness 
Avenue for most of the day.  Some of the protesters said they were willing to be 
arrested to make their point.  Lesbian, gay, bi-sexual and trans-gender officers 
were brought in to help manage the crowd.  Arrests were made after about two 
hours when some people did not move back on the sidewalk. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: June 24, 2009 (5:00-5:30PM) 
Length: :28 
Subject:   

This report announced that two top female athletes were at the White House to 
celebrate the 37th anniversary of title nine.  This was federal legislation that 
worked to end gender discrimination in school athletics.  The athletes met with 
top administration officials about the law's future.  It had generated a lot of 
controversy since becoming law in 1972.  Critics claimed that pressure to make 
things equal led to elimination of some boys' sports programs.  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 



YOUTH ISSUES 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  
Date/Time: June 5, 2009 (6:00 – 7:00AM) 
Length: 2:10 
Subject:    
This report profiled a high school student organization that put on fashion drives 
to collect clothing for the Bay Area's needy people of all ages.  Forty students 
were involved in the group's first year, and in their first drive they provided 100 
outfits to a church in Oakland.  Their plan was to keep collecting and styling 
outfits for future drives.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: June 20, 2009 (11:00–11:35PM) 
Length: 1:43 
Subject:     
This report covered a special prom for teens with cancer or other life threatening 
illnesses.  The event was the brainchild of a 19 year old that lost his best friend 
to cancer before they got to go to their prom together.  When vendors heard 
what the event was for, they slashed their prices making the total cost of $20,000 
drop to only $6,000.  Some of the teens who attended didn't go to their own 
proms because they were in treatment.  One girl who lost her leg to an incurable 
cancer said attending such an event took off pressure since all had similar 
experiences.  
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: June 9, 2009 (6:00–7:00AM) 
Length: :29 
Subject:     
This report explained that a crackdown on parents of truant teens had 
dramatically reduced the number of kids skipping school in San Francisco.  
Higher attendance rates meant city schools received more funding from the 
state.  Truancy among elementary school students dropped by -23% in the 
previous year.  The school district increased its anti-truancy efforts by working 
with the district attorney's office.  Parents could face criminal charges if they 
failed to make sure their children attended school.    

 
 

 

 

 

 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   
Date/Time: May 25, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 1:42 
Subject:    
This report explained that teenagers would face a very difficult summer job 
market.  A major employment service estimated there would be fewer than one 
million jobs available, the lowest in 55 years.  The concern was not only financial, 
but summer jobs provided a chance to show work experience on college 
applications.  The outlook was so dismal that teens would have to be flexible and 
entrepreneurial.    

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   
Date/Time: May 26, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 2:19 
Subject:    
This report profiled a special camp for obese teens that helped them change 
their bodies and their lives.  The no-nonsense program helped teens shed 
pounds daily with a steady program of exercise, strength training, and low key 
sports.  The students also learned to track calories and worked with counselors 
to build self esteem, but also were supported by each other. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   
Date/Time: June 24, 2009 (6:00-7:00AM) 
Length: :37 
Subject:    
This report reviewed a study that found one in five teens had "sexted", meaning 
they had sent or received sexually suggestive, nude text or picture messages.  
Most of the teens who admitted to the activity said they sent or received the 
photos from a boyfriend or girlfriend.  11% said they sent them to complete 
strangers.     

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   
Date/Time: June 23, 2009 (11:00-11:35PM) 
Length: :30 
Subject:    
This report discussed the problem of teens and pre-teens who abused nitrous 
oxide, or commonly known as "whippets."  Sold in small metal canisters, they 
could be used to propel whipped cream or relax dental patients.  A state 
lawmaker from Antioch was pushing a bill to restrict the sale of the gas that 15% 
of eight graders used to get high.  When inhaled, user would only breathe in 10% 
of air, and that could cause unconsciousness, brain damage or suffocation.    
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   
Date/Time: May 7, 2009 (6:00-7:00AM) 
Length: :41 
Subject:    
This report reviewed a study that found cars driven by teens with special 
monitoring devices could help reduce the risks taken behind the wheel.  The 
monitors beeped when teens were speeding, hit the brakes too sharply, or failed 
to use seat belts the study also found that a majority of teens believed the device 
made them better drivers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HEALTH & MEDICAL ISSUES 
 
THE VIEW FROM THE BAY (Local) 
Date/Time: June 3, 2009 (3:00 - 4:00PM) 
Length: 5:10 
Subject:   
This segment featured lifestyle counselor Jamie Dougherty who shared simpler, 
healthier ways to detox your body.  She explained that there was no need for a 
master cleans to get your body in shape for summer.  Some of the tips included: 
 Eat organic green leafy vegetables & more fiber, drink dandelion tea to detox 
liver, drink water at room temperature to cleanse lymphatic system, and use a 
sauna to eliminate waste through perspiration.     
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: May 19, 2009 (5:00 - 6:00AM) 
Length: :31  
Subject:   

This report discussed that diet might be the key to surviving cancer.  The 
American Cancer Society said severe malnutrition and weight loss were factors 
in 20% of cancer deaths.  This was because the disease could curtail appetites 
and treatments could cause nausea and diarrhea.  Doctors recommended that 
cancer patients visit a registered dietician immediately after being diagnosed.  A 
meal plan could help them to prevent malnutrition and uncontrolled weight loss. 

 
THE VIEW FROM THE BAY (Local) 
Date/Time: May 20, 2009 (3:00 - 4:00PM) 
Length: 5:04 
Subject:   
This segment featured Dr.Paul Turek who discussed what the prostate gland 
does and why it's important for women to also know about it.  Two common 
symptomatic problems that occurred as men got older were that the prostate 
increased in size or became inflamed, and it could harbor cancer.  The risk of 
having prostate cancer increases with age (especially over age 50), having a 
father, brother or uncle with prostate cancer before age 60, being of Afro-
American, and with high fat diets.  It is detected on physical examination of the 
prostate or by a blood test called (PSA). When caught early, it is quite treatable.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



(Health & Medical Issues cont.) 

 

THE VIEW FROM THE BAY (Local) 
Date/Time: June 11, 2009 (3:00 - 4:00PM) 
Length: 5:56 
Subject:   
This segment featured Nancy G. Brinker, who ignited the global breast cancer 
movement by promising her sister, Susan G. Komen, who died from it at age 36, 
that she would put an end to the shame, the pain, the fear and the hopelessness 
that breast cancer caused.  In 1982, Brinker, along with a handful of dedicated 
friends, turned personal tragedy into a lifelong mission.  At that time, the words 
"breast cancer" weren’t ever said in public and could not be used in the press.  
Few treatment options existed and hardly any researchers focused on the 
disease.  That is how the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Research Foundation 
and Race for the Cure began in 1982. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: April 28, 2009 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 
Length: :33 
Subject:   

This report covered a rally of nurses at a meeting of the Alameda County Board 
of Supervisors.  They were worried about the fate of San Leandro Hospital.  The 
nurses claimed that Sutter Health Care threatened to close the hospital if it 
received clearance to rebuild Eden Hospital in Castro Valley.  The nurses said 
that San Leandro Hospital was a lifesaver for minorities, elderly and poor people 
living nearby.  A spokes person for San Leandro Hospital said all options were 
still on the table.  The supervisors postponed a vote on whether to clear the way 
for en environmental impact report for the new Eden Hospital. 

 

THE VIEW FROM THE BAY (Local) 
Date/Time: June 10, 2009 (3:00 - 4:00PM) 
Length: 4:00 
Subject:   
In this segment, Dave Romanelli, the author of "Yeah Dave's Guide to Livin' the 
Moment," shared three easy steps to de-stress from a hectic life.  He believed it 
was important to experience at least one beautiful moment, one funny moment, 
and one delicious moment every day.  This included the daily use of Yoga, 
music, chocolate, scent, and rest. 

 
 

 

 



(Health & Medical Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: May 11, 2009 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 
Length: 1:41 
Subject:   

This report discussed that state legislators were debating a bill that would end 
gender pricing for health insurance.  A study by the National Women’s Law 
Center found that insurers sometimes charged women upwards of 140% more 
than men for identical coverage.  Opponents of the bill said that was because 
women went to the doctor more than men.  The insurance industry said that 
women generally paid less for life insurance because they lived longer. 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: June 24, 2009 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 
Length: 1:55 
Subject:   

This report covered a one day walkout by over 100 health care workers against 
some of the community clinics serving Alameda County’s poor.  The union was 
demanding more than what the non-profit said they could afford.  Failed 
negotiations meant the workers were without a contract for 14 months.  More 
than 20,000 low income people were served by the clinics, but government 
funding was cut at all levels.  Employees accused the CEO of using the economy 
to engage in unfair contract talks. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 
ABC 7 News provided several in-depth reports that examined a variety of issues 
important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  These are examples:  
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: April 23, 2009 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 
Length: 2:58 
Subject:    
This report looked into the decision by San Jose school officials to purchase 
pizza making equipment for school lunches.  The idea was to save money by 
making their own instead of paying outside vendors.  They quickly realized that 
nobody on the staff could work the equipment.  The machine cost $720,000, and 
$2.2 million to build a space for it.  The school superintendent agreed there were 
problems, but was hopeful the machine could get up to speed in the future. 
  
ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  
Date/Time: May 7, 2009 (11:00 – 11:35PM) 
Length: 3:50 
Subject:   

This report looked at why a doctor faced criticism for allegedly authorizing 
prescription marijuana to patients who didn't really need it.  The doctor was 
known as the biggest supplier of medical marijuana in the state.  In 1996, voters 
approved medical marijuana as relief for seriously ill patients.  This report found 
that many people received legal pot including pregnant women and children with 
relatively minor conditions.  The doctor said he was a scientist and didn't believe 
that the parents were allegedly selling or growing pot for profit.  
 

Date/Time: April 22, 2009 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 
Length: 3:08 
Subject:   

This report featured an interview with a former San Francisco Supervisor who 
was convicted of receiving $40,000 in bribe money.  The FBI found $10,000 in 
cash stashed in his refrigerator.  He said his original intention was to use the 
money for good causes, and not for personal gain, although he did it the wrong 
way.  He was sentenced to five years in federal prison.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: April 7, 2009 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 
Length: 2:25 
Subject:   
This report explained that a San Francisco Police Officer was facing a 
misdemeanor charge of battery surrounding a late night confrontation caught on 
video tape.  The police officer, and a man walking from his job at a bar, allegedly 
exchanged expletives in a crosswalk.  The man was arrested for public 
intoxication but later was released because of insufficient evidence.  The head of 
the Police Officers Association believed the officer had a lapse in judgment and 
lost his temper.  The man filed a lawsuit even though the judge agreed to a pre-
trial program that could lead to the charge being dropped.       

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   
Date/Time: June 17, 2009 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 
Length: 2:25 
Subject:    

This report uncovered information that nearly 200 San Francisco cab drivers 
operated without a valid driver’s license.  In a memo released to city cab 
agencies, the Municipal Transportation Agency warned that the drivers might not 
work until the agency cleared them to return to duty.  The MTA said their primary 
role was the responsibility to public safety.  The general manager of one taxicab 
company said they checked driver’s records twice a year.   
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   
Date/Time: May 14, 2009 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 
Length: 4:55 
Subject:    

This investigative report uncovered major problems with an SFPD program to 
combat crime on city buses.  Police officers in squad cars were required to ride 
MUNI buses twice every shift for five blocks, and four rides per shift for foot 
officers.  A review of surveillance videos from the previous three months of 
crimes revealed there were no police on board to stop them.  Many officers we 
interviewed said they often just called in the number of a passing bus from their 
cars.  The police chief admitted the bus program wasn't working as it should. 

 

 

 

 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  
Date/Time: April 30, 2009 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 
Length: 4:27 
Subject:   

This investigative report looked at the number of executives hired by the City of 
San Francisco vs. the number of pink slips issued to front line employees.  There 
was a +20% increase in managers since 2005, and there were 54 hired in just 
the previous year.  The Park & Recreation Department added 18 new managers, 
most making $100,000 yearly.  But every assistant recreation director on the 
front lines, 72 people, were being laid off.  The rec. department did not want to 
discuss how many neighborhood programs would have to be shut down when 
the staff's gone.   

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   
Date/Time: April 28, 2009 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 
Length: 3:44 
Subject:    

This report profiled one of four exceptional Bay Area candidates for the position 
of White House Fellow.  This candidate, Mr. Zheng Yu Huang did not consider 
himself special, but was when considering that some of the past fellows included 
a former Secretary of State, a U.S. Army General, and a National Security 
Advisor.  One of 108 regional finalists, Mr. Zheng graduated from Stanford in 
Engineering, received a Harvard MBA, and became the youngest managing 
director at Intel.  A White House announcement on the finalists was expected 
later in the week. 


