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During the fourth quarter of 2009, KGO-TV aired the following regularly 
scheduled local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total 
cumulative average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

 Monday - Friday  4:30-7:00AM 

 Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

 Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

 Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

 Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

 Saturday / Sunday 5:00-6:00AM / 6:00-7:00AM 

 Sunday  9:00-10:00AM / 9:00-9:30AM 

 Saturday & Sunday 5:00-5:30PM & 6:00-6:30PM 

  



During the fourth quarter of 2009, KGO-TV also aired the following 
regularly scheduled locally produced programming that addressed the 
problems and needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES- This locally produced public affairs program 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  The program’s objective was to go “beyond the headlines” and 
explore critical issues facing the community.  KGO-TV news anchors hosted this 
program that aired Sundays from 10:00 to 10:30am. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 7- This news compilation program repurposed and reviewed local 
news reports that covered significant community issues.  These included in-
depth Assignment 7 Reports, I-Team Investigations, Seven on Your Side 
Consumer issues, and Science & Medical Reports.  KGO-TV news anchors 
hosted this program that aired Sundays from 4:30-5:00pm. 
 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Reporter Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs 
unit that provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm 
newscasts, and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.   

Office staff answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls from viewers 
seeking help with a wide variety of consumer problems.  On the average, the unit 
received over 4000 e-mails/ letters, and over 1500 phone calls per month. 

 
THE VIEW FROM THE BAY- The only live, local talk show of its kind provided a 
proactive dialogue on people, places and views unique to the Bay Area.  It 
included a mix of interviews, live reports, taped segments and news updates that 
offered information about health, fitness, lifestyle, arts and entertainment, 
fashion, food, pets, family issues, relationships, self-improvement, women’s 
issues and safety.  KGO-TV’s Spencer Christian and Janelle Wang hosted this 
program that aired weekdays from 3:00-4:00pm. 
 
NEWS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMMING AIRED ON KGO-DT 7.2- 
KGO-DT 7.2, our secondary digital channel, is a locally programmed channel 
that features local news, local specials, public affairs, syndicated programming, 
educational and informational children’s programming, and encore segments 
from ABC News programs.  On the average, over 55 hours of local news and 
public affairs programs aired monthly.  Additionally, hundreds of public service 
announcements aired in commercial breaks between programming. 

 
 
 
 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 

 

During the fourth quarter of 2009, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 
15 SECONDS- THE EARTHQUAKE OF 1989: 
Cheryl Jennings and Dan Ashley and the ABC7 News team relived the 
devastating Loma Prieta earthquake. The program took a look back at some of 
the most memorable moments from the 1989 disaster including the damage, the 
devastation and the determination to rebuild.  Find out what still needs to be 
done before the big one hits.   “15 seconds: The Earthquake of 1989” showed 
how a community came together in a time of crisis to rise from the rubble.  This 
program aired on Saturday, October 17, 10:00-11pm, and was repeated on 
Sunday, October 18

th
, 7:00-8:00am, Saturday December 12

th
, 12:00-1:00pm, 

and on Sunday, December 20
th

, 3:00-4:00PM. 
 
DRIVE TO DISCOVER- A BETTER BACK, KNEES AND HIPS:  
This encore program examined emerging treatments including biological knee 
replacements, stem cell therapies for worn out cartilage, partial hip replacements 
and new back surgeries that preserve freedom of movement.  It also examined 
new diagnostics to predict issues such as knee damage far in advance, and new 
cutting-edge equipment for rehabbing sports injuries.  This encore program aired 
on Sunday, November 15

th
, 5:30-6:00pm. 

 
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  
This original program was part of a series of specials produced to celebrate the 
diversity of the Bay Area.  This special saluted the achievements of five 
outstanding people from the Bay Area.  It premiered on Sunday, November 22

nd
, 

10:00-10:30am, and was repeated on Sunday, December 6
th

, 10:00-10:30am. 
  
DRIVE TO DISCOVER- THE FUTURE OF MEDICINE:  
From Robots in the operating room, to growing human organs, Drive to Discover: 
the Future of Medicine explored the breakthroughs and promising technologies 
that could change our lives.  This encore program aired on Sunday, November 
22

nd
 from 5:30-6:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



(Local Specials cont.) 

 
THE DRIVE TO DISCOVER- 
LITTLE KIDS BIG BREAKTHROUGHS:  
The Bay Area is home to three of the most advanced Children’s Hospitals in the 
country.  In this half hour report, Health and Science reporter Carolyn Johnson 
learns about their capabilities first hand.  From hypothermia therapy for a baby 
cut off from oxygen, to a cochlear implant that restored the hearing a young Iraqi 
boy, you’ll see the incredible difference these doctors and researchers are 
making in the lives of the Bay Area’s youngest patients.  This program aired on 
Sunday, October 4, 6:30-7:00pm, Sunday, October 11

th
, 5:30-6:00pm, Sunday, 

October 18
th

, 2:30-3:00pm, and on Sunday, November 18
th

, 5:30-6:00PM. 
 
 
TUTANKHAMUN: NEW DETAILS OF THE BOY KING:  
Spencer Christian and renowned archaeologist Dr. Zahi Hawass journeyed to the 
Valley of the Kings, went deep inside tombs, and traced the young pharaoh’s 
footprints throughout Egypt.  Along the way, new information surrounding the life 
and death of King Tut was revealed.  This encore program aired on Sunday, 
December 13

th
 from 2:00-3:00pm. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPONSORED EVENTS 
 

The following community events were featured on KGO-TV’s day planner, 
“Around the Bay,” the station’s vehicle for sponsoring upcoming community 
events.   Each of these thirty-second spots featured two to three events, and 
aired for two weeks on a fixed schedule. 
 
10/3/09–10/16/09       
Marin County Triathlon (10/31, 11/1) Athletes for a Cure 
Community Gatepath (10/30) 
Stand Against Domestic Violence (10/22) C. Jennings MC 
 
10/17/09 –10/30/09     
Glide Church Holiday Party (11/12) Cecil Williams Anniversary, Maya Angelou 
Gourmet East Bay (11/7) Food/Hunger charities 
World Institute on Disability (10/30) Ever Widening Circle 
 
10/31/09 –11/13/09 
Street Smart for Kids, dining out fundraiser for homeless teens 
Counter Pulse (through Nov. 22)  
 
11/14/09 –11/27/09     
Holiday Heroes (12/7/09) Wender-Weis Foundation, low-income kids 
Chabot Space/Science Center: Tale of the Maya Skies (open 11/21)  
 
11/28/09 –12/11/09     
Kimochi: Silver Bells  (12/13/09) Emily Hsieh 
Conservatory of Flowers (through 4/18/10) Garden Railway exhibit 
 
12/12/09 –12/25/09     
Conservatory of Flowers (through 4/18/10)   
Bay Area Leadership Foundation Gala (1/23) Dan Ashley MC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the fourth quarter of 2009, KGO-TV aired over 230 public service 
announcements in various time periods throughout the broadcast day that 
involved many different topics.  Some of the PSA sponsors included this quarter: 
Interactive Autism, Social Security, Partnership For A Drug Free California, 
CARE, We Connect , Paralyzed Veterans, US Department of Health, USO, 
USAF, US Marine Corps, EPA/Radon, March of Dimes, Hope Hospice, National 
Guard, Boys Town National Hotline, Berkeley Food House, Americorps, Baykids, 
Tackle Prostate Cancer, Veteran Support, Feeding America, Give Kids A Smile, 
Starting Arts, Nami.org, Driversedge.org, San Jose City Parks, Learn & Serve, 
and City Fields Foundation. 

 

* * * * 
In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

* * * * 
KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through these efforts 
we’ve determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 

 ECONOMY / RECESSION ISSUES 

 EDUCATION / SCHOOL ISSUES 

 YOUTH ISSUES 

 JOBS/LOW INCOME ISSUES 

  ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

 SPECIAL LOCAL NEWS REPORTS 

 

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 

 

 

 



LOCAL PROGRAMS ADDRESSING 
THE PROBLEMS & NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

ECONOMY / RECESSION ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: December 31, 2009 (6:00 -7:00PM) 
Length: 3:18 
Subject:  
This report looked at how federal stimulus money was spent in the Bay Area.  
Some of it went to local job creation as counties were racing to help both 
employers and people looking for work take advantage of some of the cash. The 
money was part of a jobs program. The federal stimulus bill set aside $5 billion to 
subsidize jobs for needy families, and California received $1.8 billion.  San 
Francisco was one of the first counties to get the program off and running.  It 
was targeted to unemployed or part-time workers with a low income, and who 
were parents with a child under 18 years old. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: December 17, 2009 (6:00 -7:00PM) 
Length: 3:57 
Subject:  
This report looked at a brand new service in the Bay Area to help people 
struggling in the difficult economy.  Run by United Way of the Bay Area, this 
crucial support system supplemented United Way's 2-1-1 help line to connect 
people with community resources.  It was a one-stop help center for people who 
were really trying to create financial stability for their families. 
                                                                        
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: December 14, 2009 (6:00 -7:00PM) 
Length: 4:03 
Subject:  
This report looked at a how the dismal season for the Oakland Raiders was an 
expensive one for Alameda County taxpayers.  Many wondered how much it cost 
to keep a losing team in town.  Attendance was far from the sold out games 
Oakland officials say they were promised in the mid-90s when they signed on to 
renovate the stadium to woo the team back to the Bay Area.  The city expected 
Raider fans would buy expensive personal seat licenses and fill the stands, but 
that never happened. The same politicians who voted to fund the team's move 
from LA admitted mistakes had been made. 
 

 

 



(Economy / Recession cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: December 4, 2009 (6:00 -7:00PM) 
Length: 4:22 
Subject:  
This report explained that cities around the Bay Area were slashing budgets by 
hundreds of millions of dollars due to the tight economy, but the deficits just kept 
growing.  Some people blamed the generous pensions given to public 
employees at retirement, a burden that was skyrocketing for local governments 
during the recession.  Others said public employees were being unfairly singled 
out, compared with their counterparts in the private sector. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: November 2, 2009 (6:00 -7:00PM) 
Length: 3:45 
Subject:  
This report profiled what happened to a California National Guardsman while he 
was deployed to Afghanistan for a year.  His family was advised that his tour of 
duty would cost them his paycheck and their medical benefits.  They were told 
not to worry, and that they would be taken care of just like when he was 
deployed to Iraq in 2004.  The Carmel City Council unanimously passed a 
resolution to continue the guardsman's benefits, and pay the difference between 
his military salary and his city salary. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: December 24, 2009 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 
Length: 3:16 
Subject:  
This report looked at the growing popularity of urban farming in the Bay Area.  
The troubled economy was behind the growing trend, but it was unclear just how 
many new urban farms were in the Bay Area.  A major indicator was that the 
market for farm supplies was increasing.  A farm supply company in Berkeley 
was doing a brisk business in items that traditionally were sold only in farm 
areas.  The demand for bales of hay, livestock supplements, chicken feed, and 
salt licks was on the rise.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Economy / Recession cont.) 

 VIEW FROM THE BAY (Local) 
Date/Time: November 11, 2009 (3:00 -4:00PM) 
Length: 5:03 
Subject:  
This segment featured an employment consultant who provided tips on how to 
land a job during a tough economy.  He explained that a good resume alone 
didn't cut it so it was important to get strong advice.  He said vacancies would 
inevitably occur: some will move, some will get promoted, some will become very 
sick, some will retire, and some will die, each month.  A study by the Federal 
Reserve found that there were about 1.25 million vacancies monthly.  Jobs did 
open up, and while not in a person's specialty, or even in the same geographical 
area, they were still available during hard times.  But it would take greater job-
hunting skills to find them. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: October 15, 2009 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 
Length: 2:11 
Subject:  
This report explained that the governor's controversial money-saving order that 
forced state workers to take days off without pay might not have been saving 
much money after all.  A UC Berkeley study found that the forced furloughs cost 
workers quite a bit, but didn't really help the state.  It also found that the state 
was only saving 37 cents on every dollar it cut out of state workers’ wages and 
benefits, and that number would drop in future years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EDUCATION / SCHOOL ISSUES 
 

VIEW FROM THE BAY (Local) 

Date/Time: November 12, 2009 (3:00-4:00PM) 
Length: 5:15 
Subject:    

This segment featured an education expert who discussed how mothers could 
choose the right school for their sons.  Often it was a mother who took the major 
role in seeking a school for her son.  But sometimes there was a disconnection 
between what she would like in a school for herself and what is right for her son. 
 A check list of important questions was provided to help moms decide when a 
school was a good fit for boys. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: December 16, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 1:50 
Subject:    

This report covered a meeting of the Vallejo School District when members first 
voted to close two schools then later in the evening rescinded its decision.  The 
district faced a $9 million budget deficit, but decided to delay the closure vote 
until their January meeting when they would have more information. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  
Date/Time: November 3, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 2:09 
Subject:    

This report showed that parents at a number of schools in San Francisco were 
upset over possible layoffs of school secretaries.  The layoffs were the result of a 
city policy that allowed junior union workers to be bumped by those with more 
seniority.  This would affect about 60 district employees.  Earlier in the year, the 
district sued to stop the city from bumping school secretaries, and the district 
lost.  But two city supervisors were introducing legislation that would help keep 
some city employees from being laid off. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Education / School Issues cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: October 23, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 3:48 
Subject:  

This report saluted the teachers, parents and students of Rancho Las Positas 
Elementary School in Livermore for making health and fitness a top priority.  
Most students ran every day early in the morning and sometimes in the middle of 
the day with their teachers.  The kids had been running for three years averaging 
about 120,000 miles, or the equivalent to traveling about five times around the 
Earth.  The idea to get the kids in better shape originated with two parents. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: October 12, 2009 (5:00-6:00AM) 
Length: 3:05 
Subject:   

This report showed that Stanford University was playing a key role in educating 
gifted high school students.  Called online high school, students attended 
seminars online live, or watched a recording online. The instructors were often 
Stanford PhDs.  Classmates could be next door or thousands of miles away in 
Europe or Asia. The work was much more challenging than the average brick 
and mortar high school class.  
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: October 19, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 2:53 
Subject:   

This report explained that a series of fundraisers in the East Bay might have 
earned enough cash to save high school sports.  The struggling Mt. Diablo 
School District cut all funding for athletics at the end of the previous school year. 
Then the community came together to try to save the sports programs at six high 
schools.  They were about $600,000 short of their goal, but hopeful there was 
enough money to keep the ball rolling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



(Education / School Issues cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: November 12, 2009 (5:00-5:30PM) 
Length: 2:17 
Subject:   

This report covered the announcement that the governor called on state 
lawmakers to support his education reform plan.  If they didn't, the governor 
warned that California could lose tens of millions of dollars in federal funding.  
The state hoped to get $700 million in federal funds if Washington's guidelines 
on education reform were followed. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: November 10, 2009 (11:00-11:35PM) 
Length: 2:10 
Subject:   

This report covered the reaction of parents, students, and teachers to the 
pending closure of eleven schools in Vallejo.  Seven of the eleven schools were 
discussed at a school board meeting, and it was clear that if they were closed, it 
wouldn't happen without a fight.  The goal was to save $1.5 million a year.  The 
district said the main factors behind closure were a 24% decline in Vallejo's birth 
rate, foreclosures, loss of jobs, and more affordable housing elsewhere.  Many 
Latino families, which represented a third of all students in Vallejo, had moved to 
the Midwest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



YOUTH ISSUES 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: November 17, 2009 (6:00 -7:00PM) 
Length: 2:00 
Subject:  
This report covered the first court appearance of two San Jose teenagers 
accused of murdering a classmate.  A sixteen-year-old and a 15-year-old were 
charged with the murder of a fellow high school student.   He was found stabbed 
to death in the yard of his home one week before.  The district attorney said the 
juveniles would be tried as adults, and that they allegedly used knives to kill their 
15-year-old schoolmate.  The D.A. said she had no idea what the  motive might 
have been.  The accused juveniles had My-Space pages that made references 
to violence, drugs and Satan.  But a clinical psychologist said those references 
alone would not be as strong a predictor of violent behavior as bullying or other 
anti-social behavior. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: October 8, 2009 (6:00 -7:00PM) 
Length: 2:03 
Subject:  
This report looked into the controversy over a Walnut Creek high school car 
wash fundraiser by a boys’ water polo team who were wearing just their 
Speedos.  The sight of the barely clothed swimmers, some with dollar bills 
dangling from their suits had some people wondering about appropriate attire for 
school fundraisers.  The water polo coach said the students just thought it was 
fun to do.  Parents said other schools held fundraisers on the same busy corner. 
 But when female cheerleaders held a car wash in bikinis the school told them to 
stop it.  Budget cuts meant tough times for school sports, and fundraising was 
critical.  Money had to be raised privately by the end of the month or the district 
would risk losing all sports programs. 

                                   
 VIEW FROM THE BAY (Local) 
Date/Time: November 6, 2009 (3:00-4:00PM) 
Length: 7:04 
Subject:  
This segment featured a physician-psychotherapist who specialized in teen 
intimacy issues.  She provided tips on how parents could talk to their teens about 
safe sex.  Research indicated that teens wanted to be able to talk to their 
parents about sex, but for conversations to be effective, they needed to be both 
knowledgeable and, most importantly, open.  Many parents feared that opening 
the conversation would increase risk and/or sexual activity, but the doctor 
explained that this was a myth.  Talking about sex didn't lower the age of 
intercourse, but it did increase the chances of healthier encounters, relationships 
and the use of contraception. 



 

(Youth cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: November 27, 2009 (6:00 -7:00PM) 
Length: 1:56 
Subject:  
This report discussed how a group of at risk teens from Oakland helped decorate 
The White House with floral displays.  The teens were recruited by a local 
designer who staged houses like million dollar homes for sale.  The recruits were 
from East and West Oakland youth groups, and they learned how to create 
arrangements for offices, events, and homes.  Preparing for the White House 
had been life changing for the teens.  One high school senior said the 
experience gave him hope, and made him dream of making it to a higher point. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: October 9, 2009 (6:00 -7:00PM) 
Length: 3:51 
Subject:  
This report explained that a Livermore non-profit group had been hit so hard by 
the recession that it was forced to cancel its only major fundraiser of the year.  
The event typically generated more than a million dollars to send children with 
life-threatening illnesses to a free summer camp.  They only had enough money 
in reserve to get through the year.  Organizers switched efforts to "coins for 
campers" by placing jars in every store.  Their goal was that 1,000 people would 
donate $1,000 each so the camp could remain free. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: October 19, 2009 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 
Length: 4:19 
Subject:  
This report covered the celebration of the 150th college graduation at a San 
Francisco non-profit organization that helped at-risk kids from the Bay Area get 
into college.  The founders of the program wanted to motivate inner-city kids to 
go to college, and save young people from the violence on the streets.  They 
hosted regular Tuesday night meetings for students at their building in San 
Francisco's Potrero Hill District. They also went into schools to teach kids how to 
stay alive, out of jail, and in school, in spite of their circumstances. 

 

 

 

 

 



(Youth cont.) 

 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: November 26, 2009 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 
Length: 5:29 
Subject:  
This report saluted the Camp Okizu Foundation that provided free camps in the 
Sierra Foothills to children and families living with cancer.  Administrators said 
there was a 20 percent increase in families needing the foundation's services in 
the previous year.  But the economy forced them to make some changes in 
order to save the programs they had.  Campers discussed why the camp was 
special to them.  One boy said he loved the fact that he could talk about what he 
was going through with people who could understand. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: November 24, 2009 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 
Length: 3:57 
Subject:  
This report profiled a San Mateo County-based mentoring program that went into 
juvenile detention facilities to help incarcerated teenagers in a very different way. 
The program gave the teens a crash course in how to write a play about their 
lives.  Girls in the program met with professional actors, and teaching artists for 
two weeks to learn how to write a two character play, using their life experiences 
as the backdrop.  Then they get to produce and direct their plays.  The chief of 
probation for San Mateo County Juvenile Hall said if a kid gets interested in play 
writing, being creative and feels rewarded about it, then they're more likely to find 
something that rewards them in a positive way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JOBS / LOW INCOME ISSUES 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: November 26, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 3:25 
Subject:    

This report showed how government retraining programs were helping the 
unemployed.  With the jobless rate above 10 percent, many people were looking 
to be retrained.  This report provided a rundown of industries that were hiring and 
how to get training for those jobs without spending a lot of money. 
The Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics reported jobs in health care, education, 
biotech and high tech would see the biggest growth in the coming years. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  
Date/Time: November 30, 2009 (6:00-7:00AM) 
Length: 2:36 
Subject:    

This report provided tips on how to find holiday employment.  Retailers 
anticipated higher sales in the 2009 holiday season, and stores planned to 
handle the increase with help from seasonal workers.  Analysts reported that 
more seasonal job opportunities would open up in December.  In California 
where the unemployment rate jumped over 12-percent, the competition for jobs 
had been stiff.  People who were looking for full time jobs couldn't find them so 
they were happy to find seasonal work.  
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  
Date/Time: December 7, 2009 (11:00-11:35PM) 
Length: 2:09 
Subject:    

This report explained that homeless shelters in the Bay Area were packed with 
people trying to escape the cold.  Temperatures in the South Bay dropped 
dangerously low for many homeless people out on the streets.  In South San 
Francisco, the Safe Harbor organization put out extra cots to meet the higher 
demand of the cold nights.  They anticipated that all of their 90 beds would be 
filled.  The weather forced a San Jose homeless shelter to let in more people 
than managers usually allow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Jobs / Low Income Issues cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: December 29, 2009 (11:00-1135PM) 
Length: 2:23 
Subject:  

This report showed how the legacy of one of the Bay Area's most well-known 
humanitarians was continuing.  Mary Ann Wright, fondly known as Mother 
Wright, fed the poor in Oakland for 27 years. A devout Catholic, she said she 
had a vision from God telling her to help the hungry and homeless.  After she 
died in 2008, her family and dedicated staff continued the food giveaways from 
an Oakland warehouse.  One of her last wishes was to turn the warehouse into a 
free grocery store so that the needy would not have to stand outside in a line, but 
could come in and shop with dignity. The Raiders would sponsor a food 
giveaway at their season finale. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: December 25, 2009 (11:00-11:35PM) 
Length: 2:06 
Subject:   

This report showed how a shelter program offered assistance to families in need. 
 The holiday season had been very difficult for so many people around the Bay 
Area.  The family of a 32-year old apprentice carpenter had struggled for eight 
months after his last job ended.  They received assistance from First Step for 
Families shelter program in San Mateo.  They believed that they would otherwise 
be homeless.  The shelter was home to 39 families, about 130 men, women and 
children, and there were 140 families on the waiting list. 
 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: October 19, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 2:48 
Subject:   

This report explained that the rent subsidy program in San Francisco might be 
extended.  It was estimated that there were close to 2,000 families in the city 
who were homeless or on the verge of losing their homes.  The city offered a 
program to help some of those families stay off the street, but there was a limit to 
that help.  The rental assistance program cost the city about $6,000 per year, per 
family. It was designed to offer short-term help, but with the unstable economy, 
there was debate about whether it should last much longer.  Two years into the 
program, 396 families enrolled, 190 still received help, 144 were making it on 
their own, and 62 had either voluntarily quit or were terminated. 
 
 
 
 



(Jobs / Low Income Issues cont.) 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: November 12, 2009 (11:00-11:35PM) 
Length: 2:07 
Subject:   

This report covered the pending vote on whether a low-income housing 
development would be built next to million dollar condo units in Palo Alto.  The 
city said it needed to provide more housing, but not everyone believed the 
project should go forward.  Condo owners said they welcomed low-income 
families to the neighborhood, but some argued that 50 units was simply too 
many.  They wanted it to be 40 units to reduce the impact on parking and also 
make more open space available.  Proponents said they made numerous 
concessions, and cut the proposal in half, eliminating 50 senior housing units. 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: October 16, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 3:06 
Subject:   

This report explained how the quake of 1989 had changed West Oakland.  The 
quake caused a section of the Cypress Freeway, to collapse and kill a number of 
people.  West Oakland residents treated it as an opportunity to transform their 
low-income neighborhood, so they quickly developed a plan to keep it from being 
rebuilt.  It was expected that scores of jobs would result from the nearly ten year, 
$1 billion project of tearing down and re-routing the freeway.  But the economic 
boom for the neighborhood had not happened, and it took 16 years for the area 
to be transformed.  A city council member was trying to bring light industry and 
bio-tech to the area.  The community would really like to see anything that would 
bring green jobs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: October 30, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 2:47 
Subject:    

This report showed how a massive fire that left half of Angel Island scarred one 
year before had actually benefitted the natural landscape.  Within days of the fire 
being stamped out, park scientists saw signs of nature's restoration.  A lot of 
underbrush that had accumulated over a long time was gone.  It also helped 
burn out the roots of eucalyptus forests that were planted by the military 
generations before.  This would allow the re-growth of the island's native oak 
trees.  The fire also gave archeologists a clean slate.  It peeled back layers of 
history that revealed clues from the past such as the building foundations of a 
quarantine station, immigration depot, and a Civil War fort. 
 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: November 26, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 4:42 
Subject:  

This report explained why California had to make significant changes to its 
electricity delivery system in order to meet its energy goals.  The renewables 
industry was watching closely to see if the state could meet the challenges of 
achieving green energy.  A spokesperson with the American Wind Energy 
Association said the way energy transmission was regulated in the country had 
to be changed. The existing system wasn't set up to meet new energy 
challenges.  The wind energy industry was trying to determine how to get power 
from new sources to people's homes. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: December 15, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 3:48 
Subject:  

This report discussed how the Bay Area Air Quality Management District was 
fighting the hazards of cooking red meat.  In 2008 they passed strict measures 
on restaurants with char broilers. The goal was to clean the air, but some people 
questioned whether they were doing enough.  Air quality officials checked 
restaurants periodically to see if char broiled burgers were polluting the air with 
airborne particulates known as PM10.  Char broilers accounted for about 65 
percent of PM10 emissions in the Bay Area. 

 
 
 
 



(Environmental Issues cont.) 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: November 26, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 4:42 
Subject:   

This report explained that California manufacturers would be required to use 
non-toxic chemicals in their products by 2011.  The state's "Green Chemistry" 
program was just in the planning phase, but advocates said it would improve 
public health.  Opponents call it a costly experiment.  The state wanted more 
companies to make green products and in the process, rid the state of 
dangerous chemicals.  In 2008 Governor Schwarzenegger signed the green 
chemistry Program into law.  Under the state's mandate, green alternatives 
would replace hazardous chemicals. There were some 10,000 chemicals on the 
state's draft list.  They had an effect on every aspect of people's lives from 
product packaging, to furniture, to household cleaners, and clothing. 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: November 13, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 4:22 
Subject:   

This report discussed that the Altamont Wind Farm posed a danger to bird 
populations.  It was the world's oldest wind farm with some 5,000 power-
generating turbines covering 50 square miles on the gusty Altamont Pass.  They 
powered an average 100,000 homes with clean green energy, but that came at a 
steep price.  In 25 years about 17,000 raptors and one thousand golden eagles 
killed.  In 2007, the Alameda County Board of Supervisors agreed to settle a 
lawsuit brought by environmentalists to reduce the risk to wildlife.  Energy 
companies agreed to shut down wind turbines during the winter, and remove and 
relocate some of the older more dangerous ones.   The goal was to reduce the 
number of bird deaths by 50 percent within three years. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



(Environmental Issues cont.) 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: November 4, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 1:40 
Subject:   

This report covered what environmentalists said was the biggest threat to San 
Francisco Bay.  An Arizona developer wanted to build housing on 400 acres of 
bay front salt ponds left over from when the Leslie Salt Company worked the 
area.  The plan called for high-density housing, a sports complex, five schools, 
200 acres of public parks and shoreline bay trails.  90 percent of the bay's 
original tidal marsh had already been lost.  The developer said it would restore 
435 acres, but environmentalists wanted all of it restored.  The developer said 
that over 40,000 people commuted daily into Redwood City.  Placing housing 
closer to jobs would keep a huge number of commuters off the freeway. 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: October 21, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 3:21 
Subject:   

This report looked at a new global movement with roots in San Francisco called 
a "carrot mob."  The concept was simple, dangle a financial "carrot" in front of 
businesses to reward them for doing more.  Consumers targeted or mobbed a 
business, and in exchange the business promised to be more socially 
responsible.  So instead of boycotting a business, the mob supported it, showing 
the area businesses that they wanted sustainable renewable growth.  The first 
Carrot Mob was in San Francisco in the spring of 2009 and organizers saw that it 
worked and became very popular.  They said it was activism for the social media 
age. 
 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 
Date/Time: October 20, 2009 (6:00-7:00PM) 
Length: 3:22 
Subject:   

This report explained that invasive snails were killing native oysters in Tomales 
Bay.  Western Marin County had been the source of fresh oysters since the gold 
rush.  Once the native oysters were fished out, other oyster species were 
introduced.  Native Olympia oysters had not been farmed since, and their 
numbers continued to dwindle.  Scientists blamed invasive species such as 
predatory snails that came attached to the replacement oysters.  But they said it 
was still not too late to put effort into boosting the native oyster populations 

 

 



SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

ABC 7 News provided several in-depth reports that examined a variety of issues 
important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  These are examples:  

 
 ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  
Date/Time: October 29, 2009 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 
Length: 4:11 
Subject:   

This investigative report found that AC Transit violated federal purchasing 
guidelines for Homeland Security grants, and it bought equipment that it never 
used.  Transit officials felt their buses could be a target, so they spent almost 
$100,000 of Homeland Security grants on four bomb detectors called "vapor 
tracers."  They turned the vapor tracers over to the Contra Costa and Alameda 
County sheriff's departments to use on the buses.  But one county sheriff's bomb 
squad said that they didn't use them very much because there were drawbacks 
inherent with their design such as being too large for a patrol car. 
 

Date/Time: November 5, 2009 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 
Length: 6:02 
Subject:   

This investigative report looked at how the cost of protecting state officials had 
skyrocketed since Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger took office in 2003.  Producers 
of this report filed several public records requests to find out exactly how much.  
Costs at the California Highway Patrol's Protective Services Division tripled to 
more than $43 million in the previous fiscal year.  Much of the money went to 
bodyguards for the governor.  But taxpayer advocates were questioning why five 
other state officials, with much lower profiles, were getting the same protection. 
 

Date/Time: November 12, 2009 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 
Length: 6:48 
Subject:   

This investigative report looked into allegations of racial profiling in the Lake 
County Sheriff's Department.  The U.S. Department of Justice was investigating 
serious accusations that officers had pulled over people based solely on race, 
and that some officers themselves were treated differently because of race, 
disability or sexual orientation. 

 

 

 

 

 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

 
Date/Time: November 23, 2009 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 
Length: 7:59 
Subject: 

   

This investigative report took producers months to uncover evidence that 
allegedly showed expensive trips taken by senior administrators at a South Bay 
community college.  Much of it was paid for with taxpayer dollars despite budget 
cuts.  They also found missing records, expenses paid with no receipts, and a 
lack of oversight by administrators and the board.  Five days after ABC 7 News 
requested an interview for this report, the chancellor announced her retirement.  

 
Date/Time: November 18, 2009 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 
Length: 3:32 
Subject:   

This report discussed a survey that showed how the economic crisis was having 
a serious impact on California schools. Most of the largest districts were 
increasing class size in kindergarten through 3rd grade, eroding the most 
expensive education reform in state history.  In 1996 state lawmakers adopted a 
class-size reduction program, setting a limit of 20 students per teacher in 
kindergarten through 3rd grade.  Over the years, the state has invested a lot of 
money to reduce class sizes, about $22-billion. But in July, after slashing 
education funding, lawmakers loosened the restrictions.  So schools continued 
receiving class-size reduction money, even with larger classes. 
 
Date/Time: October 8, 2009 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 
Length: 2:32 
Subject:   

This report discussed that a San Francisco Muni bus driver was under 
investigation for not reporting a violent fight between two women on the 20 
Columbus bus. A passenger captured the whole thing on his cell phone camera. 
An argument between the women quickly escalated into a violent confrontation 
until another passenger stepped in to break it up. There were no serious injuries. 
Muni officials were investigating why the driver didn't report the fight.  A Muni 
spokesperson said that it would be inappropriate for any employee to see an 
assault happen and not report it.  The head of the Municipal Transportation 
Agency promised to take action, and it appeared they acted quickly in this 
incident. 
 
 
 

 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

 

Date/Time: October 26, 2009 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 
Length: 3:25 
Subject:   
This investigative report determined from a public records request that the 
surveillance cameras on more than one-half of San Francisco's city buses and 
light rail were broken or only partially functional.  An 11-year-old girl was stabbed 
while riding the 49-Mission bus, and the onboard camera that could have 
recorded the attack was broken.  That's what prompted San Francisco Muni’s 
Executive Director to order a review to determine just how many city buses and 
light rail vehicles had problems with their cameras. 

 

Date/Time: October 15, 2009 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 
Length: 4:56 
Subject:   

This investigative report looked into a man at the center of a statewide real 
estate scheme, in which dozens of local investors said ruined their credit or cost 
them their life savings.  Lenders finally caught up with the suspect when they 
foreclosed on his luxurious East Bay ranch.  But that was small comfort to 
investors who say he built it all using their money.  The property was abandoned 
with garbage piled in the courtyard, and the garages where the suspect stored 
his expensive cars were empty except for a broken-down van.  The suspect 
refused to answer the reporter’s questions.  The FBI was investigating, and 
former investors said the agents were trying to find out what happened to all the 
money. 


