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Section I: Issues 

 

The station has identified the following issues as significant to the community from  

July 1 through September 30 of 2015: 

 

Section II: Responsive Programs 

 

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above-referenced issues. 

Programming dealing with each set issue is described below. 

 

 

A. American History / Biography 

American Masters 2504: Harper Lee – Hey Boo 

Broadcast on July 10 at 9pm  Duration: 90 minutes 

“To Kill a Mockingbird” still sells nearly a million copies a year, its popularity and power are a 

common reference in American society. The author was a Southern girl named Nelle Harper Lee, 

who once said she wanted to be Alabama’s Jane Austen. Family photos, revealing personal 

letters and an interview with Lee’s 100 year-old sister Alice Finch Lee are featured. 

 

John Denver: Country Boy 

Broadcast on August 5 at 10:30pm Duration: 90 minutes 

Discover the man behind the music in this intimate profile of the popular singer-songwriter. John 

Denver’s life and legacy are explored with friends, family and fellow musicians who toured with 

him for decades. 

 

Eisenhower’s Secret War 

Broadcast on August 31 at 12pm Duration: 120 minutes 

Dwight Eisenhower’s exploits in WWII, his decision to enter politics and find an end to the 

Korean War are chronicled. Eisenhower entered the presidential race as a grassroots politician, 

but was reluctant to leave his position at NATO. He went up against isolationists in his 

Republican party and campaigned against Democrat Adlai Stevenson to become the 34
th

 

president. 

 

In Their Own Words 103: Jim Henson 

Broadcast on September 15 at 8pm Duration: 60 minutes 

Follow legendary puppeteer Jim Henson’s career, from his early television work with the 

Muppets in the 1950’s, his historic breakthroughs with Sesame Street and The Muppet Show,  

and his groundbreaking fantasy films (“The Dark Crystal” and “Labyrinth”), up to his tragic and 

sudden death in 1990. 

 

American Masters 2901: Althea 

Broadcast on September 4 at 9pm Duration: 90 minutes 

Discover the story of Althea Gibson, who emerged as the unlikely queen of the segregated tennis 

world of the 1950’s. Gibson was the first African-American to play and win Wimbledon and the 

US Nationals. Features interviews with tennis champions Billie Jean King and David Dinkins. 

 

The Civil War 101 

Broadcast on September 7 at 9pm Duration: 120 minutes 

The sprawling Ken Burns epic returns to public television, remastered in high-definition. 

Beginning with an examination of slavery in the young United States, this episode looks at the 

causes of the Civil War and the burning questions of union and states’ rights. Significant events 

include John Brown’s rebellion at Harper’s Ferry, the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860, and 
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the firing on Fort Sumter. The first episode concludes with the disastrous Union defeat at 

Manassas, where both sides realize the conflict will be a very long struggle. 

 

Walt Disney: American Experience 

Broadcast on September 14 at 9pm Duration: 120 minutes 

The complex life and enduring legacy of iconic filmmaker and artist Walt Disney is examined, 

beginning from his early days creating Mickey Mouse through the making of Snow White, the 

first full-length animated film. Disney’s creative process and punishing work ethic is shown 

through rare interviews and recently discovered sketches and first prints of Snow White. 

 

 

    B.  Arts 
Virtuosity: The Cliburn 

Broadcast on July 31 at 9pm  Duration: 90 minutes 

Every year, the world’s best young pianists try to make a name for themselves at the Cliburn, a 

high-stakes piano competition that becomes as much a test of character as a musical proving 

ground. The winner is virtually guaranteed a performing career. 

 

Frank Sinatra: The Voice of Our Time 

Broadcast on August 1 at 8pm Duration: 90 minutes 

Hosted by singer Mel Torme, this pledge event documentary chronicles the career of Frank 

Sinatra. From his early bobbysoxer days of the 1940’s through the 1960’s, archival footage, 

newsreels, television programs and films of Sinatra are featured. Songs performed include “It 

Was a Very Good Year”, “Fly Me to the Moon”, “Stardust”, “I’ve Got the World on a String” 

and many more. 

 

Simon & Garfunkel: The Concert in Central Park 

Broadcast on August 8 at 9pm Duration: 90 minutes 

Join the iconic musical duo and more than 500,000 fans for this 1981 benefit concert in New 

York City’s Central Park, the most famous urban public park in the world. The pledge event 

concert features Paul Simon and Art Garfunkel’s greatest hits, including “Mrs. Robinson” and 

“Sounds of Silence”. 

 

National Gallery 

Broadcast on September 3 at 8pm Duration: 180 minutes 

A one-of-a-kind look at the heart and workings of a London institution. The National Gallery is a 

museum holding masterpieces of Western art from the Middle Ages to the 19
th

 century. This film 

is the portrait of the place itself, its relations with the world, the staff, priceless art and the public 

that streams into its halls daily.  

 

Live from Lincoln Center 4004: New York Philharmonic Opening Gala 

Broadcast on September 24 at 8pm Duration: 90 minutes 

Virtuoso pianist Lang Lang joins Alan Gilbert and the New York Philharmonic for the launch of 

its 2015 – 2016 season and the dedication of the newly named David Geffen Hall. Musical 

highlights include Grieg’s bravura Piano Concerto and Beethoven’s Symphony No. 7. 

 

Great Museums: Sound Tracks, The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame 

Broadcast on September 26 at 9pm Duration: 60 minutes 

The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame Museum in Cleveland, Ohio was designed by architect IM Pei. 

It is a spectacular glass pyramid containing precious items that helped build the musical 

phenomenon called Rock & Roll, a sound that sprouted from blues, gospel, country and folk 

music. The museum’s exhibits are designed to perpetuate the understanding of Rock & Roll as a 
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social medium and one of the most significant art forms to emerge in the 20
th

 century. The 

number of items in the museum is almost dizzying: Muddy Water’s guitar, John Lennon’s Sgt 

Pepper uniform, Janis Joplin’s Porsche, Mick Jagger’s stage costumes, and much more. 

 

 

    C. Culture 

First Peoples 103: Asia/Australia 

Broadcast on July 1 at 9pm  Duration: 120 minutes 

When early humans expanded out of Africa and into Asia, where did they go and whom did they 

meet along the way? The latest evidence shows the expansion from Africa happened far earlier 

than previously thought and interaction with a newly-discovered ancient human: the Denisovans. 

The blending of DNA helped modern humans survive and thrive. 

 

The National Mall: America’s Front Yard 

Broadcast on July 3 at 9pm  Duration: 60 minutes 

The United States National Mall, set in the heart of Washington DC, is a place unlike any other. 

Steeped in history, home of countless gatherings and demonstrations by the American people, 

the Mall’s inspiring evolution from cow pasture to a symbol of free speech is revealed. 

 

Rick Steves’ Delicious Europe 

Broadcast on August 5 at 1:30pm Duration: 30 minutes 

Travel expert Rick Steves savors classic European cuisine, from garlicky snails and handmade 

mozzarella to savory bouillabaisse, hearty bratwurst and other regional specialties. Steves also 

dines on gourmet tapas in Galicia, visits a cozy trattoria in Rome, tastes fresh fish in Greece and 

sips wines from ancient vines in Burgundy. 

 

Secrets of Her Majesty’s Secret Service 

Broadcast on August 30 at 8pm Duration: 60 minutes 

An unprecedented look at the legendry British Secret Service lifts the veil on the shadowy world 

of espionage, code-breaking, weapons and gadgets. These are all top-secret maneuvers to protect 

Queen and country. Agent selection, training and the challenges they face are featured. 

 

 

    D.  Environment / Nature / Geography 
Big Cypress Swamp: The Western Everglades 

Broadcast on July 13 at 1pm  Duration: 60 minutes 

The history of this unique region of Florida, its animal inhabitants and gorgeous landscapes are 

revealed.  

 

Life on the Reef 103  

Broadcast on August 5 at 8pm Duration: 60 minutes 

See how the human and animal residents of Australia’s Great Barrier Reef prepare for a category 

five cyclone that brings destruction to the North Queensland coast. As cyclone season finally 

gives way to to the calm seas of winter, the reef begins to recover and thrive. 

 

Yellowstone: Land to Life 

Broadcast on August 18 at 5:30am Duration: 30 minutes 

The sweeping geologic story of Yellowstone explores the bonds between the landscape and 

biology. Yellowstone’s geology influences where life exists and how it evolves. The film also 

contemplates the human connection to the world’s first and most famous national park. 
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Big Blue Live 102 

Broadcast on September 1 at 8pm Duration: 60 minutes 

Join scientists, animal behaviorists and other marine experts in a live broadcast to view the once 

endangered, now thriving ecosystem of Monterey Bay, California, where nature’s most 

charismatic marine creatures gather to feed on an abundance of food. You never know what will 

happen as cameras capture live footage of comical sea otters (rebounding from near extinction), 

the vast kelp forest and even a blue whale, the largest mammal on the planet. 

    

Gorongosa Park: Rebirth of Paradise 101 

Broadcast on September 22 at 8pm Duration: 120 minutes 

Experience the inspiring rebirth of an African wilderness through the eyes of award-winning 

wildlife cameraman Bob Poole. Whether it’s dodging lions, wrestling crocodiles, or facing down 

charging elephants, it’s all part of a day’s work as Poole joins the continuing battle to re-energize 

a legendary national park that was on the edge of elimination due to war and human 

encroachment. The series follows lion cubs on their journey to adulthood, the amazing comeback 

of the eland (Africa’s largest antelope) and a herd of elephants led by a matriarch with her own 

memories of war and dislike of humans. 

 

Nature 3301: Nature’s Miracle Orphans 

Broadcast on September 23 at 8pm Duration: 60 minutes 

Wildlife rescue center caregivers all over the world help infant animal orphans get back on their 

feet and, hopefully, into the wild. In Australia, a stuffed bear toy comforts a baby koala, and a 

tiny wallaby receives preemie care. In Costa Rica, a young three-toed sloth battles pneumonia. 

 

 

E.  Health / Health Care 
Frontline 3114: Hunting the Nightmare Bacteria 

Broadcast on July 7 at 10pm  Duration: 60 minutes 

A look at the alarming rise of untreatable infections in hospitals, communities and across the 

globe. 

 

Voices: Untold Stories of Mental Illness 

Broadcast on July 18 at 9pm  Duration: 60 minutes 

Three individuals reveal their personal struggles with severe mental illness. Unmediated by 

statistics or implied answers, the film highlights the disjointed behaviors that result from mental 

illness, and its impact on society and loved ones. 

 

The Pain Prescription with Dr Mitchell Yass 

Broadcast on August 3 at 8pm Duration: 120 minutes 

Dr. Mitchell Yass looks at the most common areas where people experience pain. Tests that 

examine range of motion, walking patterns and posture determine whether pain is muscular or 

structural. Muscular pain can be remedied by exercises and routines without surgery or drugs. 

For those who do not want to live with their pain or find a natural way of treating it. 

 

Aging Backwards with Miranda Esmonde-White 

Broadcast on August 12 at 8pm Duration: 60 minutes 

Insights on combating the physical signs and consequences of aging are featured. Miranda 

Esmonde-White, the host of public television’s Classical Stretch and former dancer for the 

National Ballet of Canada, motivates viewers to stretch and strengthen their way to feeling and 

looking younger, illustrating the benefits of exercise at every stage of life. 
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    F. Housing / Shelter 

Clean Lines, Open Spaces: A View of Mid-Century Modern Architecture 

Broadcast on July 14 at 1pm  Duration: 60 minutes 

The construction boom in the United States after WWII is documented. Mid-century modern 

designs, sometimes considered cold and unattractive, were a product of post-war optimism and 

reflected a nation’s dedication to building a new future. 

 

Green Blues 

Broadcast on September 1 at 12pm Duration: 60 minutes 

Building a house is a lot of work, but what about an environmentally sustainable, hand-crafted 

house built with savings? Veteran builders Milt and Chris run into problems right away, with an 

inadequate budget, erroneous property lines, and the looming possibility that the couple have to 

finish the house themselves. Along the way, this quirky story holds many lessons about building 

sustainable shelter for the future. 

 

Katrina Ten Years After: A Second Life a Second Chance 

Broadcast on September 2 at 10pm Duration: 60 minutes 

Look back at the ill-fated days after Hurricane Katrina and how, ten years later, New Orleans has 

achieved what seemed almost unimaginable a decade ago: the resurrection of one of America’s 

most beloved and historic cities. 

 

 

   G.  Minorities / Civil Rights 

The Abolitionists: American Experience 

Broadcast on July 14 at 8pm  Duration: 60 minutes 

Focusing on the battle between pro-slavery and free-soil contingents. Abolitionist John Brown 

becomes a martyr for the cause when he is captured and executed after a short rebellion. On New 

Year’s Day of 1863, it is announced that Abraham Lincoln has emancipated all slaves in rebel 

territory. African-American men are permitted to enlist in the Union Army, and two sons of 

Frederick Douglass go to war. In December of 1865, the Thirteenth Amendment is ratified, 

banning slavery in all states forever. 

 

POV 2812: Don’t Tell Anyone 

Broadcast on September 21 at 10pm Duration: 90 minutes 

Meet immigrant activist Angy Rivera, the country’s only advice columnist for undocumented 

youth. In a community where silence is often seen as necessary for survival, Rivera steps out of 

the shadows to share her own experiences of being undocumented and abused. 

 

On Two Fronts: Latinos & Vietnam 

Broadcast on September 22 at 10pm Duration: 90 minutes 

Examine the Latino experience during a war that placed its heaviest burden on the working class. 

Framing the documentary are memoirs of two siblings who stood on opposite sides of the 

Vietnam War, one a POW and the other a protester at home. 
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    H.  Science / Technology 
Frontline 3114: Hunting the Nightmare Bacteria 

Broadcast on July 7 at 10pm  Duration: 60 minutes 

A look at the alarming rise of untreatable infections in hospitals, communities and across the 

globe. 

 

To Catch a Comet 

Broadcast on July 15 at 10pm Duration: 60 minutes 

This program details the complexities and challenges of the ten-year, four million-mile journey 

of the European Space Agency’s spacecraft Rosetta as it chased down and landed on a comet. 

 

The Mystery of Matter: Search for the Elements - 101: Out of Thin Air (1754 – 1806) 

Broadcast on September 12 at 8pm Duration: 60 minutes 

See how the discovery of oxygen by one of science’s great odd-couples, Joseph Priestly and 

Antoine Lavoisier, triggers a worldwide search for new elements. Chemist Humphry Davy is 

caught up in the elemental hunt, his scientific showmanship dazzling London audiences with 

shows of color and light from seemingly out of nowhere. 

 

Nova 4209: Dawn of Humanity 

Broadcast on September 16 at 9pm Duration: 120 minutes 

From a deep cave in South Africa comes an astounding discovery of a massive fossil trove of 

human relatives. Anthropologists go on a hair-raising descent into an ancient and narrow cave 

that promises to rewrite the story of humanity’s origins. How did the human ancestors’ bones get 

there? How did they live among other creatures, including possibly homo-erectus, the first 

modern human? 

 

 

 

 


