
WKYK Political Advertising Policies

1) It is the station’s policy and practice to extend the “lowest unit charge” to a “use” of the station’s facilities by any qualified 
candidate during the 45 day period prior to a primary election and 60-day period prior to a general election (i.e., the “lowest 
unit charge period.”) It is the policy and practice of the station to extend to any “use” of the station’s facilities by a legally 
qualified candidate outside the “lowest unit charge” period, rates which are comparable to the rates extended to the station’s 
commercial advertisers. 

2) “Use” is defined as any broadcast of a candidate’s voice, whether authorized or not by the candidate. Spots by an independent 
political group promoting a candidate, is considered “use” However, a hostile ad, even if it contains the candidate’s voice, is 
not considered a “use” by the candidate being attacked. 

3) The lowest unit and comparable charges constitute the station’s best good faith estimate of the “lowest unit charges” and 
comparable charges for the various classes of time offered.

4) The lowest unit rate will be provided to all legally qualified candidates if the candidate’s voice appears in the announcement. 
The lowest unit rate charge applies only to advertisements purchased by a candidate or by a candidate's campaign committee 
on behalf of a candidate.  Political Action Committees (PACS) and issue advertising do not qualify for the lowest unit rate.  
Orders for advertising, tapes and copy must be delivered to our studios to the Traffic Manager at WTZQ, 418 Duncan Road, 
Hendersonville by 12 noon of the day before the broadcast.  The station's regular ordering deadline may be waived, where 
appropriate, to provide equal opportunity to political advertisers or to assure federal candidates reasonable access. 

5) The same policies that apply to the station commercial advertisers such as make goods and volume discounts are included 
and available to political advertisers with the lowest unit rates.  If the station is unable to deliver the schedule as contracted, it 
will make available to the candidates, make goods, rebates, or credit to compensate for the difference.

 6) The station does not guarantee separation of competitive announcements for political or commercial advertising.

7) All political advertisements must include a sponsorship identification as required by law and that if the announcement does 
not include the requisite sponsorship identification, the station will insert it in the spot even if the inserted identification 
blocks the message. 

8) The stations credit policy requires up front payment no more than seven days in advance for the broadcast of the political 
advertising.  North Carolina law requires payment for political advertising for state and local government candidates to be by 
check.  At the end of each political contract schedule station will place in the FCC Political File an invoice showing exact 
times, rates, etc and any discrepancies and rebates if applicable.  We are prohibited from accepting advertisements for 
candidates unless the time buyer provides a written statement signed by the candidate authorizing that agency or individual to 
make the purchase on the candidate’s behalf. 

9) “We reserve the right to cancel or modify any sale of item made or contract entered into for the sale of time on the station, 
pursuant to the Communications Act of 1934, to satisfy the ‘equal opportunity’ requirements of all legally qualified political 
candidates and the ‘reasonable access’ requirements of all legally qualified federal candidates. Where such cancellations or 
modifications are necessary, advertisers will be advised and rebates, schedule changes, or other adjustments will be made as 
may be appropriate.”

10) “This document does not constitute an offer to sell time, nor is it a contract; rather, it is a statement of the policies which this 
station, in good faith, attempts to follow in connection with the sale and placement of political advertising.  The terms of any 
actual sale of time are contained in our sale contracts and none of the matters contained in this disclosure statement are 
incorporated by reference in the sale contract.”

11) “We will be pleased to provide, upon request, further information about our rates, advertising policies, advertising packages, 
and advertising plans. We encourage prospective political time buyers to inquire. It is our desire to furnish all appropriate 
information to those interested in purchasing political advertising on our station to enable you to make the most cost efficient 
and effective advertising decisions.”


