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 QUARTERLY LISTINGS OF COMMUNITY ISSUES & PROGRAMS 

                   JULY – AUGUST – SEPTEMBER 2013 

 

KENTUCKY NEWSMAKERS (local public affairs program)  

Host – Bill Bryant.  30-minute program with community leaders and politicians discussing 

issues facing our city and state during JULY, AUGUST, and SEPTEMBER 2013: 

GUEST: Kentucky State Senator Kathy Stein, Democrat; Kentucky State Senator 

Damon  

  Thayer, Republican 

DATE:  Sunday, July 7, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

TOPIC: We’re entering a competitive time in Kentucky. This week’s announcement 

by Secretary of State Alison Lundergan Grimes that she’s challenging U.S. Senator Mitch 

McConnell is fresh evidence of that. Many say it will be the most closely watched race 

across the nation next year, but it won’t be the only one. Freshman Congressman Andy 

Barr will be defending his seat in a district where his party is the minority. And many 

predict a colossal battle for control of the state legislature next year, especially on the 

house side. Right now, democrats control the chamber by a margin of 55 to 45 after 

democrat James Kay won a special election a couple of weeks ago. In the senate, 

republicans have a larger advantage, but the minority democrats are often vocal and 

powerful. Joining us today to discuss the Kentucky political landscape are state senator 

Kathy Stein, democrat of Lexington, and republican state senator Damon Thayer of 

Georgetown. Thayer is also a member of senate leadership, and Stein served in the 

house before winning her senate seat. 

 

GUEST: Lexington Mayor Jim Gray 

DATE:  Sunday, July 14, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

TOPIC: It looks like major changes are coming to Rupp Arena and Lexington Center. 

Lexington Mayor Jim Gray and Governor Steve Beshear made a joint announcement this 



week that an architect and project management have been chosen for the project. It will 

be an ambitious update to the facilities and the Wildcats will play there during 

construction. Some big questions remain including how the project will be paid for. 

There’s now a scaled back proposal for Centerpointe, which was first proposed as a 

skyscraper in the middle of downtown. Lexington Police have been busy this summer and 

their policy of backing off on high speed chases in populated areas has brought on 

discussion. Also heading into the weekend they announced a crackdown on heroin which 

came just as police arrested 8 people on heroin charges at a downtown hotel. The city is 

now operating under a new budget and is set to spend about $300 million over the next 

year. 

 

GUEST: Versailles Mayor Brian Traugott; Jonathan Steiner, Kentucky League of 

Cities 

DATE:  Sunday, July 21, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

TOPIC: Despite the images of horses, farms, and forests, most Kentuckians actually 

live and work in cities. Times are changing and more challenges are mounting whether 

it’s in a place like Lexington or Louisville, or a smaller Irvine, Somerset, or Corbin. We’ll 

talk with the head of the Kentucky League of Cities shortly, but first, the brand new 

mayor of Versailles is here. Brian Traugott was eventually chosen to lead the city after 

Mayor Fred Siegleman resigned. The choice of Traugott didn’t come easily, and just two 

council members voted for him while three others abstained. But, Traugott, who also 

works in House Speaker Greg Stumbo’s office, is now the mayor of the Woodford County 

seat. He quickly said he won’t be a caretaker and he’s here to tell us what his plans are. 

Chances are you either live in a Kentucky city as most people in the state do or you 

identify strongly with one. The Kentucky League of Cities represents cities in Frankfort 

and advises them about matters with expert advice. It’s also a place where mayors, 

commissioners, and council members compare notes about what works and what doesn’t 

in modern cities. People expect more than ever from cities and many of them do it with 

shrinking sources of revenue. The league’s image was tarnished a few years ago when 

the state auditor sharply criticized its spending of tax dollars. Jonathan Steiner arrived on 

the scene in the wake of that, taking over as CEO and Executive Director at the Kentucky 

League of Cities. 

 

GUEST: Jack Conway, Attorney General 

DATE:  Sunday, July 28, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

TOPIC: Last week, Conway’s name was in the headlines over the Kentucky 



Psychology Board’s move to ban syndicated writer John Rosemund’s columns from the 

state’s newspapers. Conway says he was only acting “of counsel” in that case; we’ll sort 

that out. Conway is taking a case to the U.S. Supreme Court after the state’s highest 

court said students should be read their rights if they’re questioned at school with law 

enforcement present. The attorney general’s office is always involved in consumer 

protection issues and recently announced a settlement for victims of a livestock scheme. 

Conway’s office has updated the state’s living will packets so people can more clearly 

communicate their wishes. As amended in 2004, Kentucky’s constitution bars same sex 

marriages or civil unions, but does the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling about federal 

employees have any affect in the Commonwealth? And this proposed pipeline that would 

go through several Kentucky counties brings lots of questions. We’ll see if Conway has 

thoughts on that. Conway strongly pointing toward a run for governor in 2015 and we’ll 

ask him where that stands. 

 

GUEST: Kentucky State Governor Steve Beshear, Democrat; Dean of Kentucky’s  

  Congressional Delegation Hal Rogers, Republican 

DATE:  Sunday, August 4, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

TOPIC: It’s turning into a busy summer in Frankfort as the political season starts 

early, the legislature gets ready for a special session and the governor’s office has been 

busy with some economic announcements. The state is renaming unemployment offices 

and calling them career centers. We’ll ask the governor about what that signals. Last 

week, the Justice Secretary said “we messed up” in failing to collect DNA samples from 

more than 6,000 Kentucky convicts for a national database. This governor who has held 

other statewide offices knows you have to have a tough hide in politics and hasn’t said 

much about an environmental group naming him one of the worst governors in the 

country over a decision he made in 2010. He was out front for an announcement about 

new plans for Lexington’s Rupp Arena and for the renaming of Kentucky’s unemployment 

offices. This weekend, many Kentuckians have taken a trip out of state for tax free days 

as they do “back to school” shopping. That’s been proposed in Kentucky, but hasn’t 

passed. 

First elected in 1980, Rogers has served the Fifth District of Southern and Eastern 

Kentucky ever since. Known for being aggressive at home in Kentucky, he has seldom 

even faced a strong challenger. With his seniority, Rogers has risen to be the House 

Budget Chairman. Like most republicans, Rogers is highly critical of the health reforms 

known as Obamacare, and of the administration’s tough stance on coal emission 



standards, which he says threatens jobs in his district and beyond. There are lots of 

other issues looming as congress starts to get a budget together and the President draws 

lines in the sand. Both sides have hinted that a government shutdown is not out of the 

question if thorny issues can’t be worked out. 

 

GUEST: Dean of Kentucky’s Congressional Delegation Hal Rogers, Republican; 

Kentucky  

  American Water President Cheryl Norton 

DATE:  Sunday, August 11, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

TOPIC: Kentucky’s longest serving member of congress, Hal Rogers is our guest 

shortly. The powerful Chairman of the House Appropriations Committee talks about 

issues at home and in Washington. But first, Kentucky American Water Company has 

decided to increase its rates even before the State Public Service Commission approves 

a hike.  The PSC is responsible for deciding when and whether utilities used by the public 

can increase their rates. But some complain the process has become too lengthy and 

Kentucky American has decided to increase the rate now and refund the extra with 

money if the rate hike is denied. 

 

GUEST: Eastern Kentucky University President Dr. Michael Benson; Kentucky State 

Auditor  

  Adam Edelen, Democrat 

DATE:  Sunday, August 18, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

TOPIC: The brand new president of Eastern Kentucky University is one of our 

guests this morning. Doctor Michael Benson is on the job in Richmond and classes start 

next week at the home of the Colonels. EKU’s president Michael Benson shortly. But 

first, Kentucky State Auditor Adam Edelen is here. Under the Kentucky Constitution, his 

job calls for him to root out waste of your tax dollars and Edelen is being aggressive. In a 

recent audit, he questions more than $5 million in spending by the Kentucky Emergency 

Management Agency. The agency that’s supposed to prepare for the unexpected is 

accused of wasting money on receptions, alcohol, and door prizes. After its release, the 

agency’s director resigned in a move the governor called “appropriate under the 

circumstances”. Edelen’s team has also been looking through records of local 

governments to be sure the books balance and money is spent for the purpose it was 

allocated. Edelen is also frequently mentioned for higher office in the future and some 

expect him to run for governor, will that be in 2015?  



Eastern Kentucky University is about to roar to life with 15,000 or so eager students 

arriving on campus to start classes on Monday. There’s a new president in charge of the 

comprehensive regional university and he’s already making changes and planning for the 

future. Doctor Michael T. Benson is the 12th president of Eastern and he comes to 

Richmond after serving as president of Southern Utah University. The 48-year Benson 

took over on August 1st from the retiring Doctor Doug Whitlock and it’s been a whirlwind 

ever since. President Benson has attended reception, spoken to the faculty, unveiled a 

new logo, watched some football practice, and hopes to head out on a statewide tour 

soon. 

 

GUEST: University of Kentucky President Dr. Eli Capilouto, Morehead State 

University  

  President Dr. Wayne Andrews 

DATE:  Sunday, August 25, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

TOPIC: There’s excitement on college campuses across Kentucky as a brand new 

school year gets rolling. The president of the University of Kentucky will be here shortly 

to talk about new dorms, a new football season, and new enthusiasm as classes start in 

Lexington next week. UK’s Dr. Eli Capilouto shortly, but first, there’s a record enrollment 

again at Morehead State University. The home of the Eagles is buzzing with the first 

week of the semester now in the books at MSU. Morehead will be playing Tennessee in 

basketball on national TV this season and that’s part of the excitement for the new year. 

Doctor Wayne Andrews didn’t know how long he would stay when he took the presidency 

at Morehead, but now he’s turned down other offers and made Morehead his long-term 

home. 

Students have arrived on campus and classes start Wednesday at the University of 

Kentucky. It’s an exciting time with new dorms, a strong incoming class, and new football 

coach Mark Stoops ready to lead the Wildcats onto the field at Commonwealth Stadium. 

In his quiet but intelligent way, UK’s President Dr. Eli Capilouto is making adjustments on 

campus and dealing with the changing landscape of higher education. There is a push by 

the city to substantially upgrade Rupp Arena and the surrounding area. Governor Beshear 

has allocated state resources to that project even as Capilouto has said his priority is on 

campus. UK healthcare continues to spread its footprint and is getting ready for changes 

that the Healthcare Reform Act will bring. All of this as eager students grab their 

backpacks and get ready to learn and do research. 

 



GUEST: Patty Breeze, Financial Consultant; Todd Hollenbach, Kentucky State 

Treasurer (D) 

DATE:  Sunday, September 1, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

TOPIC: Good morning, on this Labor Day weekend, a discussion about the money 

that you work so hard to earn, and how you may have money you don’t know about. State 

Treasurer Todd Hollenbach joins us later to talk about how he’s returned millions of 

dollars to their rightful owners. That includes a touching story this week about some 

medals that were returned to the family of a Kentucky war hero. But first, how are you 

doing when it comes to planning for retirement? Do you have a sound strategy? How 

much can you afford to save? Where do you put your hard earned dollars so that it gains 

in value? Is the healthcare uncertainty causing you to rethink anything? Patty Breeze is 

known for giving financial advice and helping Central Kentuckians plan for what’s next in 

an uncertain economy. 

Kentucky State Treasurer Todd Hollenbach has travelled the state trying to return 

millions of dollars worth of property being held by the commonwealth. How did it get 

there and what do you or heirs have to do to claim it? Hollenbach will answer that and 

also tell us an extraordinary story of a collection of medals and commendations for a man 

who made history. Those items were returned to his family this week. One question we’ll 

ask but know we may not get an answer to is what’s next for Treasurer Hollenbach who 

is term limited in his current job, but whose family has a legacy of public service. 

 

GUEST: Kentucky Congressman Andy Barr (R) 

DATE:  Sunday, September 8, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

TOPIC: The Issues at the Capitol and here at home are numerous and some are 

thorny. Should congress authorize the President to strike Syria for allegedly using 

chemical weapons against that country’s own citizens? House Speaker John Boehner now 

says the U.S. cannot stand by and allow the Assad government to commit such an 

apparent act, but others say America shouldn’t involve itself over there. We’ll see where 

the congressman stands. The Affordable Health Care Act has its champions and its 

critics, including Barr, who has previously said it should be repealed in its entirety. 

Would he support slashing funding to implement the law, even if that led to a government 

shutdown? A new study says leaders need to devise a plan for what to do at the 

Bluegrass Army Depot after the nerve agent stored there is destroyed. Barr, who’s 

seeking re-election next year now knows of at least three candidates who’d like to take 

him on in next November’s election. 

 



GUEST: Lexington First District Councilman Chris Ford; Lexington Herald Leader 

Cartoonist  

  Joel Pett 

DATE:  Sunday, September 15, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

TOPIC: Later, Lexington Herald Leader cartoonist Joel Pett has entertained and 

angered and he would say enlightened many in his 30 years in the Bluegrass state. His 

drawings have often offended the powerful and brought a different perspective on many 

issues – Pulitzer Prize winner Joel Pett on a major anniversary a little later. But first, 

Lexington’s west end has continued to see a wave of violence over the summer months 

with shootings and other incidents. First district councilman Chris Ford has been trying to 

highlight and reduce the problem by getting to the bottom of underlying issues and 

provide alternatives. The Lexington City Council also took up the controversial issue of 

how to spend part of a $7 million surplus this week and the decision so far is no decision.  

He has entertained and irritated or even infuriated readers of the Lexington Herald 

Leader for 30 years now. Through sometimes biting humor and parodies, he says he’s 

tried to make people think and have perspective. It’s a big year for Joel Pett who’s 

turning 60 and celebrating his 30th year as cartoonist for the paper. That position also 

puts him on the editorial board of the paper. 

 

GUEST: Kentucky Education Commissioner, Dr. Terry Holliday; State Representative 

Bob  

  Damron (D) 

DATE:  Sunday, September 22, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

TOPIC: Later, State Representative Bob Damron on why he’s leaving the state house 

to run for the top local job back home in Jessamine County. Conservative Democrat Bob 

Damron’s change of plans later. But first, Kentucky Education Commissioner Terry 

Holliday is here. When a legislative panel balked on science curriculum standards last 

week, Governor Beshear used his executive authority to put them in place anyway. 

Commissioner Holliday will tell us why he supports that move. Kentucky principals are 

being trained on a new way to assess the performance of teachers and some are worried 

about the new system and the tedious training it requires. And some reports say as many 

as 3 out of 4 Kentucky children are not ready for kindergarten when the time comes for 

them to start school. A new school year is off and running in the commonwealth and 

we’re delighted that education commissioner Terry Holliday is with us. 



State Representative Bob Damron has served a generation in Frankfort as a conservative 

democrat in a republican trending county. After all those years of learning and leading in 

the legislature, Damron has decided he wants to leave the state house. The 60 year-old 

Damron has also said what he wants to do next: run for Jessamine County judge 

executive where the longtime leader Neal Cassity is retiring. What does he hope to get 

done in his last regular session and what does Damron envision in fast growing 

Jessamine County? 

 

GUEST: Fayette Commonwealth’s attorney Ray Larson; Bill Thomason, Keeneland 

President 

DATE:  Sunday, September 29, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

TOPIC: Later, he says we have so much crime because we’re too lenient on 

criminals. Fayette Commonwealth’s attorney Ray Larson will be with us in a few minutes. 

But first, we’re just a few days away from opening day for the fall meet at Keeneland! 

There’s already been some strong news from the track this month with strong prices for 

the September yearling sales. Longtime track bugler Bucky Sallee is retiring from his day 

to day track chores after a tremendous 50 year run. And Keeneland president Bill 

Thomason is now in his second year leading the iconic Lexington track. He’s good 

enough to join us on this weekend before the fall meet. 

Fayette Commonwealth’s attorney Ray Larson is one of the longest serving and best 

known DA’s in the country. The top prosecutor in Lexington is also outspoken as he 

takes tough stands on crime. Larson says Kentucky’s prisons are revolving doors and 

where the same offenders are imprisoned for a while and then go back and commit 

crimes again. He says it’s foolish to think that Kentucky is saving money because the 

cost of crimes is much higher than the cost of incarceration. Some critics call his stance 

harsh, others applause Larson saying he is on track in calling for tough sentence saying 

society is safer when repeat offenders are off the street. 

 

BUSINESS LEXINGTON 

Host – Tom Martin, Editor of Business Lexington Magazine 

Sundays, 10:00-10:30 am (airs at the end of Kentucky Newsmakers Program) 

JULY, AUGUST, and SEPTEMBER 2013 (profiles businesses in central Kentucky) 

July 6 J&T Distributing, a maker of personal and tactical weapons in Winchester, is 

planning to add 15 full-time jobs and invest more than 3.6 million dollars in 



Clark County where the company is based. The company manufactures 

firearm parts and accessories for manufacturers, commercial markets, and 

law enforcement across the United States. The expansion includes the 

addition of a third manufacturing facility. The company’s two current Clark 

County locations have a combined total of 50 employees. The Kentucky 

Economic Development Finance Authority approved the company for tax 

incentives up to $200,000 through the Kentucky Business Investment 

Program and up to $50,000 through the Kentucky Enterprise Initiative Act. 

 

 Business looking to search and file reports and those looking to submit 

forms for political candidacy will discover a redesigned website for the 

Kentucky Secretary of State that launched this week. The new sos.ky.gov 

offers many of the same features of the previous site according to the 

Secretary of State’s spokeswoman, Lynn Zellen, it just makes them easier to 

find and more streamlined. The new site, which is focused on being 

functional on mobile devices, has been in the works for 6 months, Zellen 

said, and was launched the day after the deadline for businesses operating in 

the state to file their annual reports. 

 

July 7 People and businesses using insight email addresses through insightbb.com 

will have to change their address by Monday or have their emails shut down. 

As part of Insight’s sale and transition to Time Warner Cable, both 

myinsight.com and insightbb.com will be discontinued early next week. 

Customers can create new accounts with Time Warner Cable at 

registration.rr.com. Those with current Insight accounts can transfer over 

their address book entries and messages to the new accounts by entering 

their Insight address and password when prompted, according to a release 

from Time Warner Cable. Time Warner Cable announced its plans to 

purchase Insight Communications, then Kentucky’s largest 

telecommunications company, in August of 2011. The $3 billion deal brought 

what was then the tenth largest cable provider in the nation under the 

moniker of Time Warner Cable, the nation’s second largest cable company. 

 

 The owners of Wine and Market on the corner of Second and Jefferson in 

downtown Lexington are getting ready to open a new wine bar directly 

across the street from their shop. Renee and Seth Brewer are planning to 

have a soft opening for Enoteca, Italian for wine repository, next weekend 

and plan a grand opening shortly thereafter. Based on wine bars the couple 

have seen in their travels from the west coast to Europe, the wine bar will 

have a stark modern look in a 1940’s building. Renee Brewer is a certified 

sommelier and wine educator, one of only 19 in Kentucky to be awarded the 



designation and one of only three women in the state. To find out more, visit 

their page on Facebook by searching Enoteca. 

 

July 13 While who will design and construct a renovated Rupp Arena and Convention 

Center in downtown were announced this week, it will be another thirty or 

more days before the group studying the proposed project will decide how to 

pay for it. Lexington Center Board Chairman Brent Rice said a finance team 

has identified fourteen possible revenue sources to fund the project. From 

selling stakes in Rupp Arena to fans of the Wildcats is an option, so is 

development of the High Street parking lot owned by the Lexington Center, a 

public agency. Leasing or selling the property would bring in cash that the 

city could use to bond the project that could move the city’s convention 

center up to a block from its current location. Developing the land could also 

bring tax incentives if a tif district is put into place. One thing Rice said is 

not under consideration is revenue from a local sales tax. Though supporters 

of such an option around the state are urging the legislature to consider 

changing the state’s tax code, it would take too long to have one in place to 

leverage them for issuing bonds. The membership idea Rice floated is based 

on a program where shares sold by the NFL’s Green Bay Packers raised $67 

million in six weeks last year to fund a renovation of Lamb-Bow field. The 

$250 shares do not come with ownership privileges of the publicly held 

team. Any membership for this project would be based on the arena, not the 

Wildcats. 

 

July 14 Updated plans for the long awaited Centrepointe Development in the heart of 

Downtown Lexington were announced this week. The revised plan would 

have a 286 room hotel that includes around a dozen condos on Vine Street. 

The development would also have nearly 100 apartments built along Main 

Street with more than 10,000 square feet of retail space below them at 

street level. In addition, more than 150,000 square feet of Class-A office 

space and a two story retail building with a rooftop café would be built on 

Limestone, according to documents released by Mayor Jim Gray’s office 

Tuesday. The block-sized project would all be built atop an underground, 

three-story, 700 space parking garage. Lexington City Council gave 

approval to changes in the Webb Company’s tax increment financing 

application for the development. Construction could start as soon as this fall 

according to developer Dudley Webb. 

 

 Xeros has announced it will hire 100 people for its Lexington presence, a 

part of Xerox formerly known as ACS that fulfills contract work for other 

companies. These 100 jobs will support the Kentucky’s Health Benefit 



Exchange, part of the Affordable Care Act. Xerox customer care agents will 

offer assistance via phone, chat, and email to Kentuckians navigating the 

online application process for obtaining health insurance through the 

exchange. Agents will also assist citizens without internet access in 

completing and filing applications. Those interested can apply online at 

Xerox.com/careers. 

 

July 20 Churchill Downs Incorporated has completed its purchase of the Oxford 

Casino in Oxford, Maine. The approximately $160 million deal follows the 

approval of the transaction by the Maine Gambling Control Board. Oxford, 

which opened in June of last year, has already undergone an expansion that 

was completed in October. About 40 minutes northwest of Portland, the 

casino has a 25,000 square foot single-level gaming floor with 790 slot 

machines and 22 table games. This becomes Churchill’s fifth casino 

property. 

 

 Fasig-Tipton’s new format for its July sale was met with resounding 

approval from buyers as the combined auction of yearlings and horses in 

training finished with strong numbers this week. This year’s yearling sale 

saw total receipts down around $750,000 as compared to last year, but the 

total entries were down by 61. The average price for the 163 horses sold 

was up from just over $81,000 last year, to a little shy of $90,000 this year. 

The median was also up $12,000 this year over last. Only 36 percent of the 

horses failed to meet their reserve price this year compared to half of last 

year’s stock. The highest priced yearling of the sale was a filly by Desert 

Party who commanded $460,000. 

 

July 21 Lexington’s newest craft brewery opened its doors this week near the 

intersection of Newtown Pike and Third. Blue Stallion Brewing Company sits 

in a rehabbed industrial corridor and has more of a sports bar feel to its 

facility than Lexington’s two other microbrewery’s with adjacent bars. The 

beers at Blue Stallion will take on more of a German and British flare while 

steering away from the hoppy nature of IPA’s, which have become a staple 

for craft beers nationally. For more on the brewery, that’s owned by five 

business partners, three of which are brothers, read the August edition of 

Business Lexington. 

 

 Republic Bank & Trust Company, a Louisville-based bank with six locations 

in Lexington, has reached an agreement to purchase and assume the 

deposits of H&R Block Bank. The banking arm of the tax-filing company has 

a single physical location in Kansas City, which will remain in the possession 



of H&R Block, according to a release from Republic Bank. Republic will 

acquire H&R Block Bank’s non-cash assets, projected to be approximately 

$3 million at closing, according to the release. In addition, Republic will 

assume approximately $470 million in projected customer deposits. 

 

July 27 The Lexington Bluegrass Area Minority Business Expo will have its eleventh 

installment this Thursday and Friday, the 1st and 2nd of August. The event at 

the Lexington Center will provide an opportunity for minority and female 

business owners to showcase their products and services to government 

procurement officers and corporate buyers. Approximately 60 minority and 

women-owned businesses will be showcased throughout the event, along 

with general session and panel discussions. During the day, there will be 

breakout sessions that will address a variety of topics intended to help 

minority businesses and this year for the first time, a session will be 

conducted in Spanish. For information on the expo, visit lexingtonmbe.com. 

 

 Almost $450 million in Fayette County real estate was sold in the first half of 

2013 according to the Lexington Bluegrass Association of Realtors. During 

the first half of 2013, sales increased 27 percent, from 1,830 to 2,327 sales 

reported closed. The median sales price increased 3 percent for the same 

time period, from $155,000 to $160,000. 

 

July 28 The Cabinet for Economic Development has created the Office of 

Entrepreneurship within the cabinet’s Department for Business Development 

in an effort to streamline and bolster business development in the state. The 

office will aim to help businesses at every step of the growth cycle. The 

overall goal of the Office of Entrepreneurship will be to develop an 

entrepreneurial climate for new talent in Kentucky, provide guidance and 

support to start-up operations, assist existing small businesses with growth 

opportunities, and create a pipeline of business activity to encourage job and 

investment creation in Kentucky. 

 

 Kentucky’s two largest business schools are developing a plan to offer the 

state’s first joint Master of Business Administration program for executives. 

UK and U of L have agreed in principle to create a new MBA program to 

prepare experienced, mid-level executives for senior leadership. The 

program would be open to executives from both profit and not-for-profit 

organizations and would likely start in fall of 2014. Classes would be held 

every other weekend to allow students to keep their existing jobs. About 250 

students at U of L and 175 students at UK are now pursuing an MBA degree. 



The joint program could add 40-45 new MBA students a year. The plan is 

subject to normal approval processes at both universities. 

 

August 3 The U.S. Department of Labor has granted nearly $1.3 million for Kentucky 

Career Centers. The funds will continue the Re-employment and Eligibility 

Assessment Initiative that helps Kentuckians receiving unemployment 

insurance benefits. The grant will be used to conduct in-person assessments 

in local career centers and help people get back in the workforce. According 

to recent evaluations, it’s shown to really help people get jobs. The program 

will also allow for a complete review of the eligibility for people getting 

unemployment benefits to help reduce improper payments. The Kentucky 

Career Center helps individuals prepare for, find, and maintain employment. 

It also assists employers in locating the best qualified workers for their job 

openings, while providing income to ease the financial burden on those who 

are out of work. 

 

 Cold local beer is “red hot” in Lexington. July saw the third micro-brewery 

to open in the past 18 months, and it doesn’t seem to be slowing. The 

owners of Lexington Beerworks on North Limestone have announced they 

plan to expand their bar and retail facility for those involved in home 

brewing. In addition to retail space for home brewers and introducing 

equipment for home wine-making, Lexington Beerworks is adding a 

commercial kitchen adjacent to their bar. The owners also plan on brewing 

their own small batches of beer for sale on site. At the same time, Alltech’s 

Lexington Brewing Company has started canning a rebranded Kentucky 

Light, now called Kentucky Kölsch. Four packs of the sixteen-ounce cans 

are now available around Kentucky and Ohio. 

 

August 4 Kentucky Governor Steve Beshear met this week with Vice-President Joe 

Biden in an attempt to spare 1,100 jobs at the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion 

Plant. Owned by the U.S. Department of Energy, the Paducah facility is 

leased and operated by the privately owned United States Enrichment 

Corporation, and is the only U.S.-owned uranium enrichment facility in the 

country. The facility supplies enriched uranium used to power the nation’s 

nuclear power plants.  It’s slated to close in much the same fashion a similar 

facility in Piketon, Ohio did in 2001. Since its closing, the state’s scrambled 

to find uses for the facility and jobs for the highly trained former employees.  

Beshear said the Vice-President was receptive and planned to make 

inquiries to the Department of Energy about the plans for the Paducah 

facility. The governor said he will “make sure we bring new jobs and safe 

cleanup to the Paducah plant”. 



 

 The LBX Company, maker of Link-Belt excavators has announced that Eric 

Sauvage will succeed Robert Harvell as president and CEO. Sauvage joined 

LBX in 2008 as vice president and CFO, and most recently, executive VP and 

CFO.  He has more than 24 years of experience in various financial and 

operations leadership positions in bother North America and around the 

world. Harvell, who has been with the company since 1976, will remain as a 

senior advisor and board member when he leaves at the end of the year. 

 

August 10 With more than 650,000 vehicles produced so far this year, Kentucky trails 

only Ohio and Michigan as a top automotive production state in the nation. 

Governor Steve Beshear’s office states Kentucky is on pace to “crush last 

year’s production tally of more than one million vehicles”. Kentucky is 

outperforming last year’s total vehicles by more than 37 percent at the 

midway point in the year. The commonwealth is on pace to produce about 

290,000 more vehicles than last year when the state popped out just more 

than a million cars, the highest output in Kentucky in five years. There are 

more than 450 motor vehicle-related facilities across the state, including 

four major assembly plants: Ford’s Louisville assembly plant and Kentucky 

truck plant in Louisville, Toyota’s Georgetown operation, which is the 

company’s largest production plant outside of Japan, and The General Motors 

Bowling Green assembly plant, which has been the exclusive home of the 

corvette since 1981. 

 

 Four Roses Distillery has released its second limited edition bourbon to mark 

the brand’s 125th year in distilling. The first was a single barrel bourbon 

released in the spring, and the second will be the 2013 limited edition small 

batch bourbon, to be released this fall. Approximately 8,000 bottles of the 

Four Roses anniversary small batch bourbon are planned for distribution in 

September to U.S. markets. Last year’s limited edition small batch release 

was named by Whiskey Advocate Magazine as American Whiskey of the 

Year. 

 

August 11 Lextran recently contracted with Ohio-based commuter advertising to sell, 

manage, and broadcast digital advertising onboard their buses. Messages 

began broadcasting onboard Lextran busses August 1st. In addition to 

providing with a revenue stream, Lextran can use the same system to 

provide public service information and increase communication with riders. 

The new system utilizes GPS to localize messaging and advertising. 

Businesses could contract so their ad only shows as buses near the 

business’s location. 



 

 The Kentucky State Police and the Kentucky Domestic Violence Association 

have partnered to provide training on responding to domestic violence in the 

workplace. Stats show homicide is the second leading cause of death for 

women on the job. In an effort to reduce that number, members of the 

Kentucky Commission on Women will pair themselves with State Police 

Public Information Officers, and community and business leaders across 

Kentucky on the matter.  

 

August 17 Kentucky ranks second in the nation for export growth in the first half of this 

year according to the governor’s office. Kentucky’s exports are up 12.6 

percent from last year’s mid-point total of $10.8 billion. The state’s growth 

significantly outpaces the national average of one percent for the first half of 

2013. Companies in the state have exported to 192 countries so far this 

year, with the top destinations being Canada, Mexico, and the United 

Kingdom. Kentucky’s top export categories include motor vehicles, 

aerospace products and parts, pharmaceuticals and medicines, basic 

chemicals, glass and glass products. One of the major findings of the 

Bluegrass Economic Advancement Movement, or BEAM, was that Kentucky 

companies should look more into exporting as it is easier to find new 

markets for existing products than it is to develop new products. 

 

 Limestone Blue is expected to be given its beer and wine license this month 

and start serving local beers on tap with menu items named for local 

characters and locally sourced food. Lunch crowds have been solid since the 

restaurant opened downtown. The restaurant will also be one of a handful of 

places in the state to offer wine on tap. The wine tap works similarly to beer 

utilizing kegs forced with CO2. A red, white, and blush wine will be available. 

 

August 18 Developers of the long awaited Centrepointe project will present a new 

design to the court house-area design review board on Wednesday. The new 

designs by Lexington’s EOP architects show a seven-floor apartment 

building along Main Street, an office building, a building for Jeff Ruby’s 

steakhouse and hotel. The design review board must approve of the 

buildings before developers can apply for a building permit. The board has 

jurisdiction over construction in the area near the old Fayette County 

courthouse. Developer Dudley Webb said he doesn’t think there will be an 

issue with the new design and hopes approval will lead to construction 

starting this fall. 

 



 Amazon.com held a grand opening for its new 70,000 square-foot customer 

service facility in Winchester this week. The online company announced in 

May of last year that it would invest $20.7 million in the facility that will 

create 550 full-time and seasonal jobs in Central Kentucky in the next four 

years. The Winchester facility is Amazon’s first customer service center in 

Kentucky. The investment in Winchester will allow Amazon to support 

customer calls and emails and provide technical support to various business 

lines. The company has a warehouse and shipping operation in Lexington. 

 

August 24 Lexmark announced this week plans to acquire a Germany-based software 

developer for $72 million. Once the sale is complete, Saperion AG will report 

to Lexmark-owned Perceptive Software. The purchase is another in a line of 

acquisitions aimed at turning Lexmark from a printer manufacturer to a 

document management company. The new role leans heavily on software to 

store and deliver documents without the use of paper except when 

necessary. Lexmark said the announcement falls in line with the company’s 

plans to “pursue acquisitions that support growth and increase software and 

solutions capabilities”. This acquisition follows the purchases in March of 

San Francisco-based Twistage, and Seattle-based Accessvia for a combined 

$31.5 million. In January, Lexmark bought another Minneapolis-based 

company that specializes in streamlining health care imaging for 

approximately $45 million. 

 

 The Lexington-Bluegrass association of realtors, known as L-BAR, said this 

week there is a shift happening in Central Kentucky’s real estate market. 

The days of a buyer’s market appear to have come to an end as a seller’s 

market is on the rise. As of the end of July, L-BAR members have sold more 

than a billion dollars in residential real estate. L-BAR reports more than 

5,000 sales throughout its 11-county bluegrass region. For just the month of 

July, that same area saw more than $200 million in sales. From the first half 

of the year through July, there have been more than a half billion dollars in 

sales in Fayette County alone. In fact, it was creeping up on the $600 million 

mark. Sales in Fayette County are up 26 percent over the same time last 

year and the median sale price has gone up 3 percent too. 

 

August 25 The latest design of the long discussed Centrepointe project in the center of 

downtown Lexington was granted lukewarm approval this week. The 

courthouse area design review board gave the design the go-ahead, as the 

specter of the project’s collapse hung over the panel. Developer Dudley 

Webb told the design review board that failure to receive approval on the 

projects as a whole would be a “deal breaker”. He said it would lead to the 



loss of a major tenant for a planned ten-store office building. According to 

Webb, immediate action was needed because the group needed new office 

space and did not want to be surrounded by construction. After a nearly 

three-hour meeting, the board granted approval of the project’s design by a 

vote of two-to-one. The no vote came from Mayoral Aide and Chief 

Economic Development Officer for the city, Kevin Atkins. He expressed 

concerns about the look of the proposed 100 unit apartment building, but 

said he could not vote in favor because of a lack of concessions in the design 

of the proposed hotel. During the meeting, it was announced the hotel would 

be branded as a Marriot. 

 

 Mitsui Kinzoku Catalysts America Inc. will create 50 new, full-time jobs and 

invest $19.5 million as it plans to establish a manufacturing operation in 

Frankfort. The Kentucky Economic Development Finance Authority 

preliminarily approved Mitsui Kinzoku for tax incentives up to $500,000 

through the Kentucky Business Investment Program. The performance-

based incentive allows a company to keep a portion of its investment over 

the term of the agreement through corporate income tax credits and wage 

assessments by meeting job and investment targets. To meet demand in the 

United States, Mitsui Kinzoku plans to lease an existing building in Frankfort 

to manufacture catalytic converters for automobiles and motorcycles. The 

company hopes to begin operations within 24 months. 

 

August 31 First Watch, a chain of brunch restaurants, has opened its second Lexington 

location. The new location in a freestanding building at 1080 South 

Broadway opened this week, less than a year after First Watch’s initial foray 

into Lexington with a restaurant located near the intersection of Man O’ War 

and Richmond Road. The Bradenton, Florida-based chain will employ 

approximately 25 people in the new store. This is the second restaurant 

operated by the Holland Rosen Group, which plans to open up to eight 

restaurants throughout Lexington and Louisville over the next 5 years. 

 

 Both the University of Kentucky and Eastern Kentucky University have 

announced health-care partnerships aimed at better reaching the eastern 

patients in Eastern Kentucky. UK Healthcare has teamed with Our Lady of 

Bellefonte Hospital in Ashland to create a clinic for those suffering from ALS 

or Lou Gehrig’s disease. The new satellite clinic began this month, and its 

development is supported through a research grant from the ALS 

Association. Meanwhile, EKU and Alice Lloyd College have announced a new 

partnership that will send 10 Alice Lloyd students to EKU to study in its 



nursing program. Participants would earn a dual degree from the institutions. 

The 21-month program will allow students to complete the general portion 

of their 4-year degree at Alice Lloyd before transferring to EKU to complete 

the nursing portion of the program. Earlier this year, Alice Lloyd reached a 

similar agreement with the University of Kentucky College of Nursing, which 

guarantees admission to 2 Alice Lloyd pre-nursing graduates each fall. 

 

September 1 New Albany, Indiana-based Your Community Bank has named Jeff 

Koonce as its Central Kentucky market head. Koonce, who served as 

Lexington market president for Cumberland Valley National Bank, takes over 

for the bank that came to town after buying the solid assets of the former 

First Federal Bank, which was shut down by the FDIC in April. Koonce has 

more than 27 years of bank management and lending experience in the area. 

The bank stated its plans to be an active and involved member in the Central 

Kentucky market and cited Koonce’s involvement serving on numerous 

nonprofit and community service boards as one of the factors that led to his 

appointment. 

 

 The makers of Kentucky Ale are taking advantage of their recent expansion 

to launch a series of rotating seasonal beers, beginning with a pumpkin ale 

set to hit taps and stores over the next few weeks. The first seasonal beer, 

Kentucky Pumpkin Barrel Ale, is a blend of two popular styles, the barrel 

aged known to fans of the company’s bourbon barrel ale, and the popular fall 

pumpkin beer, a staple of craft brewers. The brewery plans to follow up the 

new fall seasonal with a winter or spring barrel-aged selection, depending 

on production schedules. It will be sold on draft and in 4-packs of bottles for 

the suggested retail price of $14.99. 

 

September 7 Nohms Technologies, Inc., a company that manufactures lithium sulfur 

batteries, has moved to Lexington after spending its first 3 years in Ithaca, 

New York as an offshoot of science developed at Cornell University. The 

company, which currently employs eight, plans to double its staff by the end 

of the year and its business model calls for 162 employees within a decade. 

The Kentucky Economic Development Finance Authority preliminarily 

approved the company for tax incentives up to $2.1 million through the 

Kentucky Business Investment Program. Nohms was also a recipient of the 

Bluegrass Business Development Partnership’s rent subsidy program. The 

program is designed to recruit tech companies and provide a subsidy up to 

$10,000 in rent for the first year in Lexington. Lithium sulfur batteries are 

higher energy and lower cost than lithium ion batteries, which are commonly 

found in mobile devices. The company’s CEO said the technology the 



company is working on will have military, automotive, spacecraft, and 

personal applications. 

 

 Kentucky Governor Steve Beshear held a ceremonial bill signing this week 

for a law that allows brewers to serve complimentary samples of malt 

beverages produced at their breweries. The signing was held at Alltech’s 

Lexington Brewing Company brewery on the outskirts of downtown 

Lexington. Beer sampling at Alltech’s brewery stopped in July 2012 after the 

brewery grew too large to qualify for a tasting permit under the previous 

Kentucky law. With the passage and signing of House Bill 315, the brewery 

is now able to offer beer samples again as part of its regular tour. 

 

September 8 Louisville brunch restaurant Wild Eggs will open its first Lexington 

restaurant later this year. Wild Eggs, which currently has four locations, 

three in Louisville and one in Denver, will open its first franchise-operated 

location in the Palomar Centre. It will be the first of up to 30 restaurants to 

be operated by a subsidiary of the Lexington-based Traxx Companies which 

owns and operates 48 Shell gas stations, including 35 in Central and South 

Central Kentucky. The plan is to open between 5 and 8 in areas including 

Lexington, London, and some of the metropolitan areas in Eastern Kentucky. 

In Lexington alone, they’re expecting 3, possibly 4. This is Wild Eggs’ first 

franchising agreement, but the Louisville-based company hopes to spread in 

a 200 mile radius around its home city. The company is looking to have 

markets in Northern Kentucky, Cincinnati, Indianapolis, and Nashville. 

 

 The University of Kentucky will hold its Graduate and Professional School 

Showcase in the Frank A. Harris Grand Ballroom at UK’s Student Center 

from 11:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. on Wednesday, October 23. The showcase will 

provide information on UK graduate programs and professional schools, as 

well as programs from other schools in Kentucky and outside of the state. 

The event will also include information on graduate placement exams and 

preparation courses. Students in attendance will be eligible to win a 

discounted or free exam prep course, in addition to various door prizes 

throughout the event. 

 

September 14 After years of discussion over a downtown management district, the 

Downtown Lexington Corporation has started handing out petitions to have 

the core of Lexington’s downtown officially become a management district. 

In the first of four public meetings, representatives of the DLC board 

presented a proposed plan for the management district they say would act 

much like a homeowners or mall association. In order for the district to come 



into existence, at least a third of property owners in the defined downtown 

area must agree to an added assessment. In this case, the assessment would 

be 10 cents for every $100 or property. Then, law requires that the district 

be approved by city council. Another public meeting will be held at 4:00 this 

Monday on the seventh floor of the Central Bank Building. 

 

 Wild Turkey Distillery opened its new 145,000 square foot packaging facility 

on the company’s Lawrenceburg site this week. The packaging facility is 

part of a more than $100 million overall investment in facility upgrades 

during a three year time span. The new packaging site will allow Wild 

Turkey to have full control of its entire production process from distilling to 

aging and bottling, all in Lawrenceburg, where the brand began in the 1800s. 

The expansion creates up to 62 new jobs. The Kentucky Economic 

Development Finance Authority preliminarily approved the packaging facility 

project for tax incentives up to $2 million through the Kentucky Business 

Investment program and up to $350,000 in Kentucky sales tax refunds 

through the Kentucky Enterprise Initiative Act. 

 

September 15 Custom Food Products LLC is expanding its operations in Owingsville, 

bringing with it 200 new, full-time jobs. The company manufactures 

processed beef, pork, chicken, turkey, soups, sauces, and tacos for packaged 

food manufacturers and foodservice chains in North and Central America. 

The expansion will bring the total number of employees at the Owingsville 

facility up to nearly 350 and will allow the company to expand its services to 

the east coast market. The Kentucky Economic Development Finance 

Authority preliminarily approved the company for tax incentives up to $3 

million through the Kentucky Business Investment Program. The group also 

approved Custom Foods for tax benefits up to $100,000 through the 

Kentucky Enterprise Initiative Act. 

 

 The Goodgiving Guide Challenge is now recruiting sponsors. Developed in 

partnership by business Lexington’s parent company, Smiley Pete Publishing, 

and the Bluegrass Community Foundation, it will run from November through 

December. It’s aimed at growing local giving by highlighting the work of 

local nonprofits and encouraging both new and repeat givers. To donate to 

the cause of their choice, last year’s Goodgiving Guide Challenge raised 

more than $500,000 for 68 nonprofits. For more information, contact the 

Bluegrass Community Foundation at (859) 225-3343 or bgcf.org. 

September 21 The first two books of Keeneland’s September yearling sale seem to 

signal a changing of the tides for the thoroughbred industry. Sale numbers 

from the two books reached pre-recession levels. Through the end of book 



2, which marks the halfway point of the auction, 1,116 horses sold for just $3 

million shy of the total brought by horses in the entire 11 day sale last year. 

The average price jumped almost 33 percent over last year, and the 

$145,000 median surged 45 percent since the 2012 sale. For more on the 

Keeneland September sale and what its results could mean for the 

thoroughbred industry in Kentucky, see the October edition of Business 

Lexington. 

  

 United Real Estate, an urban-centric real estate and franchise operation 

company has announced the opening of its first Kentucky-based office. The 

Lexington office is operated by Bonnie Mays, who owned and operated Mays 

& Associates prior to her affiliation with United Real Estate. May’s United 

office has 28 agents and brokers, according to its website. United Real 

Estate was launched in 2011 and operates company-owned real estate 

brokerages in Dallas, Houston, Chicago, Philadelphia, and Washington D.C. 

The United Real Estate system is currently being rolled out nationwide 

through a franchise program for real estate brokers in urban markets. 

 

September 22 The University of Kentucky Louie B. Nunn Center for Oral History and 

the Kentucky Distillers’ Association have teamed up to create “Kentucky 

Bourbon Tales”. The project presents an oral history of Kentucky’s native 

spirit. Beginning with interviews of master distillers, Parker Beam and Craig 

Beam of Heaven Hill Distilleries Inc., “Kentucky Bourbon Tales” will collect 

the stories of the state’s distillers and the iconic distilleries they represent. 

The initiative will capture each distiller’s personal story, history of their 

distilleries, changes to the industry, and background on the distilling 

process, as well as favorite stories related to the people and products behind 

bourbon. The inaugural distilleries include Four Roses Distillery, Heaven 

Hill, Jim Beam, Maker’s Mark, and Wild Turkey Distillery. The recordings 

will be available on the Nunn Center’s website. 

 

 On September 20, Commerce Lexington held its 28th annual Salute to Small 

Business Awards presentation, honoring small business owners in seven 

categories. Winners included Bates Security, Thai Orchid Café, Comfort and 

Process Solutions, Hurst Office Suppliers, Comfort Keepers, Central 

Kentucky Riding for Hope, and the Lexington Ballet Company. 

September 28 The Lexington Theological Seminary will move its campus to 

Lexington Green. Classes at the new facility will start in January. The new 

property includes more than 16,000 square feet of space that will house 

classrooms, a library, administrative offices, and a fellowship and worship 

space. The seminary spent 63 years at its former campus on South 



Limestone in Lexington. That was purchased in June by the University of 

Kentucky. The seminary board opted to sell the facility to UK and relocate. 

LTS president Charisse Gillett said the new space better equips the school 

to be faithful to its mission of preparing leaders for the church. The 

seminary’s administrative offices will move to the new location by the end of 

December. The library is expected to be relocated by August. 

 

 Governor Steve Beshear has departed on a ten-day economic development 

trip to Europe. There are meetings planned in Germany, Spain, and Austria. 

The goal is to showcase Kentucky, and to strengthen existing ties with 

European companies that already operate in the Commonwealth. 26,000 

people in Kentucky are employed by a European-owned company. They 

account for 170 of Kentucky’s 400-plus foreign-owned firms. Kentucky has 

been determined in its efforts to engage and attract companies seeking to 

locate or expand in the U.S., especially those from Europe and Japan. 

According to the governor, last year, nearly 35 percent of all capital 

investment and almost 20 percent of new jobs announced in the 

manufacturing, service, and technology industries were a result of foreign-

owned businesses. 

 

September 29 A long dormant residential building in Downtown Lexington is back 

under construction. Local developer Phil Holoubek is acting as the fee-based 

developer for the building’s owner, West Virginia-based MCNB Bank. The 

building at 505 West Main Street was formerly a part of the 500s on Main 

project. It saw construction halted several years ago when its original 

developer went bankrupt. Holoubek told Business Lexington that the building 

has been gutted. All of the dry wall and studs that had been built were ripped 

out and the floor plans have been altered. All of the sixteen apartments and 

condos will have at least two bedrooms. The units will be available for rent 

or purchase. The smallest unit is 1,200 square feet, and the largest is a two 

story penthouse at 2,400 square feet. Prices start at $250,000. The 

penthouse is priced at $390,000. According to the developer, the first units 

should be ready by the early part of 2014. 

 

 A California appellate court has upheld a class-action judgment against 

Lexington-based Lexmark International. It totals more than $10 million in 

damages, costs, attorney fees, and interest. The class action suit was filed 

on behalf of a group of 178 current and former employees of Lexmark. 

Lexmark’s vacation policy did not compensate for unused and personal 

choice days. A judge ruled it failed to comply with California state law. The 



California labor code requires payment for all unused vacation days upon 

employment termination. 

 

 

COMMUNITY LEADER INTERVIEWS 

The following community leaders and members of the community were asked what they 

consider through their business, or personally, an issue in our community, so that we as 

the media can address them on our newscasts.  The following community leaders 

participated during THIRD QUARTER 2013: 

NAME             ORGANIZATION  ISSUE 

Doug Tattershall Public Library   Literacy, education 

Dorothy Freeman Art Museum   Art 

Rob Perez  Saul Good Restaurant Military Missions 

Lyndsey Jordan Merial    Keeping the horse capitol of the world truly that. 

Jenna Day  Miss KY Scholarship  Improving the lives of special needs 

children, KY  

       proud products 

Toa Green  Thai Orchid Café  Charity events, restaurant/hospitality industry 

Robert Swanigan Georgetown Police  Public safety 

Winn Stephens American Red Cross  Providing disaster relief, serving the members of 

our  

       military, training citizens in life-saving 

techniques,  

       providing transportation to the disabled 

John Girvin  Lexington Lions Club  Sight and Hearing 

Christy Burton  American Cancer Society Cancer 

Malcom Ratchford Community Action Council Poverty 

Dr. A. Michael Shaw It Must Be Love  Stage play and family issues 

Jay McChord  Veterans Legacy  Veterans issues, health and physical activity 

Jeremy Kisling  Lexington Children’s Theatre Arts education 

Drake Gillaspie Gateway Regional Arts Center Bringing arts/theatre to Mt. Sterling and 

surrounding  

       Areas 

Marilyn Clark  Minority Business Expo Economic development for minority and women- 

       owned businesses 

Kore Donnelly  Blue Stallion Brewing  Small business 

Jennifer Erena  Faith Feeds   Hunger/access to quality food, food waste 



Carrie Warmbier Midway School Bakery Education, locally grown agriculture 

Greg Hofelich  Woodford Humane Society Humane society/animals 

John Campbell Georgetown Comm. Theatre Theatre arts education, entertainment 

Sarah Razor  Smiley Pete   Land use, education 

Mark Adler  Paris-Bourbon Co. Library Literacy, education, access to information 

David Lawhorn KHEAA/KESPT  Saving for college and Lexington area summer  

       reading program 

Marceline Adkins Lexington Night Out Com. Helping those who can’t help themselves 

Marian Guinn  God’s Pantry Food Bank Hunger 

James Higdon  Author    Hemp, drug war issues, Catholic church 

issues 

Emma Trester-Wilson Arboretum   Sharing nature with children 

Karen Hunnicutt Take Shape for Life  Declining health of Americans, increase in obesity 

rate 

Dr. Tom Riddle Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital  Promotion of Kentucky’s horse industry 

Connie Rayford Lexington Police Dept. Youth programs to address problems like bullying, 

and  

getting youth involved in positive programs 

Charlie Boland KY American Water  Improving the community’s overall economic 

situation,  

       good job opportunities for young people 

Toniya Coles  Miss Plus America  Building self esteem in plus sized teens/women, 

child  

       Hunger 

Beverly Mitchell KY Dept. for Public Health HIV/AIDS 

David Martorano YMCA of Central KY  Education 

Blake Newton  University of Kentucky Pest control/insects 

Darlene Wilson NAACP of Scott Co.  Drug usage, homelessness, education 

J. Stuart Hunt  Susan G. Komen  Charity 

Matt Rountree  AHA    Heart health 

Karl Shannon  WCYO-FM   Community service 

Chris Christensen Truly Nolen Pest Prevention Wood destroying insect inspections for real 

estate  

       transfers 

Clarissa Hart  Lake Cumberland Bluegrass Festival  Community events, 

preserving  

         bluegrass music 

Joey Smith  Scott County HBA  Economy 

Carl T. Howard Fazoli’s   Childhood hunger 



Neil Burns  Burns Weight Loss  Health 

Kelly Karbowicz Lexington Art League  Arts and culture 

Brittany Buchanan WAR Movement  Empowering people to win battles faced in life 

through  

       faith   

Liz Baker  Pajama Program  Children in foster care 

Lorne Dechtenberg Bluegrass Opera  Arts, culture, music 

Karen Crist  Nathan’s Hope  Awareness of rare disease 

Amy Caudill  Bluegrass Hospitality Association Tourism 

Suna Senman  Mental Health Counselor Move high stress living toward peace 

Kay Scott  Kings Center   Latch-key children, providing quality and loving 

care to  

       children ages 5-18 after school, breaks, and 

summer  

       programs 

Kenzie Gleason Lex Area MPO  Transportation 

Cay Lane  Gateway Center  Arts education and opportunities for everyone, 

our  

      Community 

Mark York  Keep America Beautiful Beautification of Lexington 

Diana Dogget  UK Fayette Extension  Consumer education, agriculture, food and 

nutrition 

Randy Daniels  Life Adventure Center  Engaging our community in hands on 

education,  

      teaching life skills like leadership and 

communication  

      in an active, outdoor classroom 

Kimberly Baird  Roots & Heritage Festival Diversity, equality, and education 

Belinda Blair  BOCS    Raising awareness about the subtle symptoms of  

      ovarian cancer 

Martha Yount  Cooperative Extension Agriculture, food, environment, and families 

Carol Wright  UK Healthcare   Injury prevention, health and safety of 

community 

Paula Wilder  Berea College   Low levels of college readiness & college 

awareness 

Cory Ramsey  Map Dot Kentucky  Showcase the small towns the same as the big 

towns 

Amy Longwill  Wilderness Trace Childhood Development Center Early childhood 

education  



      including children with special needs 

Linda Winburn  Rose Mary C. Brooks Place Care and support for elderly 

Mary Parlanti  Sister Cities   Communication between Lexington and our 4 

sister  

      Cities 

Eric Scott Sutherland Holler Poets Series  Literacy, promotion of Kentucky literature 

and writers,  

      community engagement through the arts 

Melanie VanHouten Josephine Sculpture Park Providing arts experiences to all & conserving 

the land 

Melynda Jamison CASA of Lexington  Child abuse prevention 

Billie Ann Cottle Friends of Lake Cumberland Cleanup of Lake Cumberland shoreline 

Robbie Morgan Crave Lexington  Cultural awareness 

Dr. Damon Pleasant Dentistry from the Heart Public dental health 

Brian Jones  Legacy All Sports  Health, fitness, and social well being for kids of 

all  

      ages. 

Angela Caporelli KDA    Agriculture 

Elias Gross  Lexington Philharmonic Music education 

Jamie Burns  Lord’s Legacy Life Ministries Rights for those with disabilities, changes 

in health  

      care 

Angela Stark  Bluegrass Trifecta  Childhood obesity 

Yvonne Hall  Mesothelioma Awareness Asbestos in the environment, research for  

      Mesothelioma 

Rachel Hamilton Skin Secrets   Skin care 

Carol Wade  Christ Church Cathedral care of animals and environment 

 

 

 

PERSONAL APPEARANCES BY WKYT STAFF MEMBERS DURING THIRD QUARTER 

2013: 

 

Barbara Bailey, Anchor 

August 9  Attended – Big Brothers strategy meeting  

August 11  Attended – Chi Omega advisory party for actives 



August 22  Participated – Supervisor Chi Omega bid day at UK  

August 23  Attended – Big Brothers strategy meeting 

August 28  Attended – Saint Joseph women's council meeting 

August 29  Participated – Thursday’s Child night of stars, table host 

September 9  Participated – Central Kentucky radio eye guest reader 

September 11 Attended – Chi Omega advisors meeting 

September 16  Attended – Centennial planning meeting, UK Chi Omega chapter 

September 21 Participated – Oktoberfest celebrity caller  

September 28 Attended – UK Delta mom's club, meeting and charity tailgate 

 

Dave Baker, Anchor-Sports Marketing Consultant 

August 16  Attended – Children’s Advocacy Center fundraiser 

September 11 Attended – Franklin High School Scholarship Banquet 

September 19 Participated – Transylvania KA Chapter 

 

Amber Philpott, News Anchor 

July 3   Participated – WKYT Night at the Lexington Legends 

July 4   Participated – Walked in Lexington 4th of July Parade 

July 12  Participated – MC for Disaster Blaster for Red Cross 

July 20  Participated – MC for Denim and Diamonds for American Cancer 

Society 

August 1 & 2  Participated – MC for Lexington Ballet under the Stars 

August 10  Participated – MC Run with all your Heart 5k Russell Springs 

August 28  Participated – MC Women Leading Kentucky Professional 

Ambassadors 



September 4  Participated – Moderated Panel at Professional Women’s Forum 

September 13 Participated – MC Lexington Hospice Fundraiser 

September 21 Participated – MC for Adopt Inc Cinderella Night Castle Post 

September 23 Participated – Keynote Speaker at Personnel Cabinet in Frankfort 

 

Micah Harris, Meteorologist 

July 1   Participated – Tour for Kentucky Queens 

July 4   Participated – Appeared in 4th of July Parade 

July 20  Attended – Denim and Diamonds Cancer Benefit 

August 7  Participated – Severe weather talk at apartment complex 

August 13  Participated – Million Dollar Shot MC 

August 22  Participated – Gave tour for class from Somerset, KY 

August 28  Participated – Bluegrass Hospitality Games MC 

September 3  Attended – Thursday’s Child Event 

 

Rob Bromley, Sports Anchor 

August 16  Participated – Battle of Richmond Golf Tournament 

 

Bill Bryant, News Anchor 

July 4   Participated – Rode in Lexington 4th of July Parade. Met with some  

     community members and leaders prior to event. 

July 18  Participated – Lexington Sister Cities Program, met with group visiting 

from  

Europe.   Discussed the media in America and differences 

in cultural and government reporting. 



July 20  Attended – Organizational meeting for Pops at Park event in Madison 

County 

August 9 Met with President of Kentucky American Water to discuss their 

announcement of a rate hike increase for Lexington and surrounding 

area.   Talked about water treatment issues and safety and quantity of 

water supply.   

August 10  Attended – Introductory reception for new Eastern Kentucky 

University  

     president. Discussed his vision for the comprehensive 

regional  

University and met with community members and supporters of 

EKU. Also conducted interview. 

August 16  Participated – Panelist for statewide broadcast of “Comment on 

Kentucky” on Kentucky Educational Television. 

August 24 Participated – Emcee for Pops at the Park at White Hall in Madison 

County.   

   Also met with several business and community leaders 

and  

   political candidates during the event discussing issues of  

   importance to the region. 

September 7  Participated – Emcee/guest speaker at Old Fashioned Trading 

Days in  

     Williamsburg.  Met for several hours with vendors, local 

officials  

     and human services representatives discussing various 

issues  

     and challenges in the region. 



September 13 Participated – Guest host for “Comment on Kentucky” 

September 19 Attended – City Fest in Richmond, Kentucky 

September 20 Participated – Guest host for “Comment on Kentucky” 

September 27  Participated – Guest host for “Comment on Kentucky” 

 

Sam Dick, News Anchor 

July 4   Participated – 4th of July Parade in Lexington 

July 16  Participated – Speaker at the Lafayette Club in Lexington 

August 1  Participated – Introduced Carl Hurley for scout benefit at Lyric 

Theater 

August 9  Attended – Pink Tie gala 

August 29  Attended – Thursday’s Child Night with the Stars 

September 13 Participated – Moderator for day-long conference with water 

employees 

September 19 Participated – Moderator for bike safety panel 

September 21 Attended – Cycle Safe Lexington for children at UK 

September 27 Participated – Read book to children at Red Oak Elem in Nicholasville 

 

Brian Milam, Sports 

August 9  Participated – UK Football Fan Day 

 

Rebecca Smith, News Anchor 

July 20  Participated – Concourse D’Elegance 

 



August 16  Participated – Picnic with the Pops 

August 17  Participated – Miss Woodford County 

August 17-18  Participated – Scott County Tour of Homes 

August 24-25  Participated – Scott County Tour of Homes 

September 21 Participated – Doggy Dash 

 

Jennifer Palumbo, News Anchor 

July 27  Participated – MC UK Football Women's Clinic at Commonwealth 

Stadium  

September 6  Participated – MC Cardinal Hill Hospital Kentucky Bash (with 

Chris Bailey) at  

   Donamire Farm  

September 9  Participated – Child Care Council Kids Matter Golf Tournament 

at Spring  

   Valley Golf Course 

 

 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

The CW Lexington’s Management and Staff are encouraged to actively participate and 

belong to local, regional, state, and national organizations; whether social, civic, or 

professional. The following is a list of Personnel and the Community Organizations to 

which they belong: 

Barbara Bailey – News Anchor 

Member – Big Brothers/Big Sisters of the Bluegrass 

Member – Kidney Foundation of Central Kentucky 

Member – Center for Women, Children, and Families 

Advisory Board – Ronald McDonald House 



Sustaining Member – Junior League of Lexington 

Member – Central Kentucky Youth Salute 

Member – Bluegrass Tomorrow 

Co-Chair – Fayette County Bowl for Kid’s Sake 

Steering Committee – Blanton Forest 

Member – Character Council of Central Kentucky 

Board Member – Divine Providence Way House 

Member – Telecommunications Advisory Committee/LFUCG 

Board of Directors – Alzheimer’s 

Member – Mayor’s Committee on Senior Services 

Advisor – UK’s Chi Omega Sorority 

Co-Chair of Mother’s Club – Delta Tau Delta 

Advisory Committee – St. Joseph Hospital 

 

Dave Baker – Anchor-Sports Marketing Consultant 

Tournament Committee – Children’s Charities of the Bluegrass 

Board of Directors – Larry Gilbert Foundation 

Member – Southland Christian Church 

 

Bill Bryant – News Anchor 

Member – Eastern Kentucky University Distinguished Alumni 

Member – Stonegate Neighborhood Association Executive Committee 

Chairman – University of Cumberland’s Communications Council 

Trustee – Commerce Lexington 

Member – Bill Woods Downtown Williamsburg Park Committee 

Member – Whitley County Historical Society 

Contributor – Comment on Kentucky – Kentucky Educational Television 

Class President/Hall of Fame Member/Advisor – Williamsburg High School 

 

Randy Burke – Account Executive 

Member – Lexington Advertising Club 

Board Member – Kentucky Chapter of NFLPA (National Football League Assoc.) 



 

Sam Dick – News Anchor 

Board Member – Bluegrass Council of the Boy Scouts 

Station Representative – Regional Emmy Awards/Ohio Valley Chapter 

Member – Bluegrass Cycling Club 

 

Mike Kanarek – Vice President of Broadcast Operations 

Vice President/Board of Directors – Children’s Charity Fund of the Bluegrass 

Past Chairman/Board Member – Child Development Centers of the Bluegrass 

Board of Trustees/Past Chairman – Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital 

Chairman – Kentucky Easter Seal Society 

 

Amber Philpott – News Anchor 

Board Member – Women Leading Kentucky 

Founding Member – Professional Ambassadors of Women Leading Kentucky 

Board Member – Bluegrass Chapter of the American Red Cross 

Volunteer – American Diabetes Organization 

Volunteer – Girls on the Run Organization 

Member – Professional Women’s Forum of Lexington 

Volunteer – Susan G. Komen Foundation 

 

Jennifer Royalty – Account Executive 

Member – Lexington Advertising Club 

 

Jaime Sayre – Senior Marketing Consultant 

Member – Lexington Advertising Club 

Member – American Marketing Association – Gatton College of Business 

Member/Alumni Advisory – Chi Omega Sorority 

Member – Chamber of Commerce Leadership Lexington 

Volunteer – Southland Christian Church 

Member – NAWBO 



 

 

LOCALLY PRODUCED PROGRAMS AIRING ON THE CW LEXINGTON DURING JULY, 

AUGUST, and SEPTEMBER 2013: 

Bluegrass Home & Garden 

Saturday, July 6, 2013, 7:00-7:30 pm 

Saturday, July 13, 2013, 7:00-7:30 pm 

Saturday, July 20, 2013, 7:00-7:30 pm 

Saturday, July 27, 2013, 7:00-7:30 pm 

Saturday, August 3, 2013, 7:00-7:30 pm 

Saturday, August 10, 2013, 7:00-7:30 pm 

Saturday, August 17, 2013, 7:00-7:30 pm 

Saturday, August 24, 2013, 7:00-7:30 pm 

Saturday, August 31, 2013, 7:00-7:30 pm 

Saturday, September 7, 2013, 7:00-7:30 pm 

Saturday, September 14, 2013, 7:00-7:30 pm 

Saturday, September 21, 2013, 7:00-7:30 pm 

Saturday, September 28, 2013, 7:00-7:30 pm 

 

Kentucky Newsmakers 

Host:  Bill Bryant 

Half-hour weekly program discussing local, regional, and state-wide issues with 

community and political leaders throughout Kentucky. 

Sunday, July 7, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

Sunday, July 14, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

Sunday, July 21, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

Sunday, July 28, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

Sunday, August 4, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

Sunday, August 11, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

Sunday, August 18, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

Sunday, August 25, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

Sunday, September 1, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

Sunday, September 8, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

Sunday, September 15, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 



Sunday, September 22, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

Sunday, September 29, 2013, 10:00-10:30 am 

 

The Local Traveler  

Sunday, July 7, 2013, 6:00-7:00 am 

Sunday, July 14, 2013, 6:00-7:00 am 

Sunday, July 21, 2013, 6:00-7:00 am 

Sunday, July 28, 2013, 6:00-7:00 am 

Sunday, August 4, 2013, 6:00-7:00 am 

Sunday, August 11, 2013, 6:00-7:00 am 

Sunday, August 18, 2013, 6:00-7:00 am 

Sunday, August 25, 2013, 6:00-7:00 am 

Sunday, September 1, 2013, 6:00-7:00 am 

Sunday, September 8, 2013, 6:30-7:00 am 

Sunday, September 8, 2013, 9:30-10:00 am 

Sunday, September 15, 2013, 6:30-7:00 am 

Sunday, September 15, 2013, 9:30-10:00 am 

Sunday, September 22, 2013, 6:30-7:00 am 

Sunday, September 22, 2013, 9:30-10:00 am 

Sunday, September 29, 2013, 6:30-7:00 am 

 

Scholastic Ball Report 

Host: Gary Ball 

Commentary and Sports Highlights from High Schools throughout central Kentucky 

Sunday, September 8, 2013, 12:00-12:30 pm 

Saturday, September 14, 2013, 12:00-12:30 pm 

Saturday, September 21, 2013, 12:00-12:30 pm 

Saturday, September 28, 2013, 12:00-12:30 pm 

 

Keeneland Magazine 

Saturday, September 28, 2013, 8:00-8:30 pm  

Sunday, September 29, 2013, 9:30-10:00 am  

 

WKYT News at 4:00 pm 

Friday, September 6, 2013, 4:00-4:30 pm 

 



WKYT News at 4:30 pm 

Friday, September 6, 2013, 4:30-5:00 pm 

 

WKYT News at 5:00 pm 

Friday, September 6, 2013, 5:00-5:30 pm 

Monday, September 9, 2013, 5:00-5:30 pm 

 

WKYT News at 5:30 pm 

Friday, September 6, 2013, 5:30-6:00 pm 

Monday, September 9, 2013, 5:30-6:00 pm 

 

WKYT News at 6:00 pm 

Sunday, July 14, 2013, 7:00-7:30 pm 

Saturday, August 10, 2013, 6:00-6:30 pm 

Sunday, August 11, 2013, 6:00-6:30 pm 

Saturday, August 17, 2013, 6:00-6:30 pm 

Sunday, September 8, 2013, 6:00-6:30 pm 

Monday, September 9, 2013, 6:00-6:30 pm 

Saturday, September 14, 2013, 6:00-6:30 pm 

Sunday, September 15, 2013, 6:00-6:30 pm 

Saturday, September 21, 2013, 6:00-6:30 pm 

Sunday, September 22, 2013, 6:00-6:30 pm 

Saturday, September 28, 2013, 6:00-6:30 pm 

 

Behind the Blue 

Saturday, September 15, 2013, 12:00-12:30 pm  

 

Mark Stoops Show 

University of Kentucky Head Football Coach 

Sunday, September 1, 2013, 11:30 am-12:00 pm 

 

University of Kentucky  Big Blue Encore Football Games 

Kentucky vs. Louisville,  Sunday, July 21, 2013, 8:00-11:00 pm 

Kentucky vs. Louisville,  Sunday, August 4, 2013, 8:00-10:00 pm 

Kentucky vs. LSU,  Sunday, August 11, 2013, 7:00-11:00 pm 



Kentucky vs. Louisville,  Sunday, August 25, 2013, 8:00-11:00 pm 

 

University of Kentucky  Big Blue Encore Basketball Games 

Kentucky vs. North Carolina,  Sunday, July 21, 2013, 8:00-10:00 pm 

Kentucky vs. Mississippi State,  Sunday, August 18, 2013, 8:00-10:00 pm 

 

Inside Kentucky  Golf 

Saturday, July 20, 2013, 1:30-2:00 pm 

Saturday, July 27, 2013, 1:30-2:00 pm 

Saturday, August 24, 2013, 12:30-1:00 pm 

 

 

SPECIAL NETWORK & SYNDICATED PROGRAMS AIRING ON THE CW LEXINGTON 

DURING JULY, AUGUST, and SEPTEMBER 2013: 

The Outdoorsman 

Hosted by Buck McNeely – Mr. McNeely is an international adventurer, dedicated 

conservationist and game management proponent.  Celebrity guests from the world of 

sports, literature, politics, and entertainment appear on the program.  The Outdoors is 

shot on location in New Zealand, Argentina, Namibia, Siberia, Brazil, Botswana, Mexico, 

South Africa, Alaska, Iceland, Costa Rica, Canada, New Finland, Zimbabwe, and the USA 

Sunday, July 7, 2013, 1:00-1:30 pm 

Sunday, July 14, 2013, 1:00-1:30 pm 

Sunday, July 21, 2013, 1:00-1:30 pm 

Sunday, July 28, 2013, 1:00-1:30 pm 

Sunday, August 4, 2013, 1:00-1:30 pm 

Sunday, August 18, 2013, 1:00-1:30 pm 

Sunday, August 25, 2013, 1:00-1:30 pm 

Sunday, September 1, 2013, 1:00-1:30 pm 

Sunday, September 8, 2013, 1:00-1:30 pm 

Sunday, September 22, 2013, 5:30-6:00 am 

Sunday, September 29, 2013, 1:00-1:30 pm 

 

Now Eat This! Cooking With Rocco DiSpirito! 

Rocco works with a different family each week, challenging them to change their eating 



habits, and teaching nutrition to the kids.  Rocco is an advocate for healthy eating and 

nutrition, especially among our youth.  In a time when childhood obesity is at an all time 

high, Rocco will be working to change that one family at a time. 

Saturday, July 6, 2013, 12:00-12:30 pm 

Saturday, July 13, 2013, 12:00-12:30 pm 

Saturday, July 20, 2013, 12:00-12:30 pm 

Saturday, July 27, 2013, 12:00-12:30 pm 

Saturday, August 3, 2013, 12:00-12:30 pm 

Saturday, August 10, 2013, 12:00-12:30 pm 

Saturday, August 17, 2013, 12:00-12:30 pm 

Saturday, August 24, 2013, 12:00-12:30 pm 

 


