
Date Air Time Segment Length Title Body Category
1/3/2022 8:20 AM 5:51 Where's Art: The AICHO Gallery returns to a live, in-person exhibition. Annie Dugan talks about As Long as the Rivers Shall Run is a new exhibit of papercut artworks by Ellen Sandbeck, that opens at AICHO this Saturday from 5-7 pm. Along with this exhibit, Sandbeck will hold a workshop next month on February 5. Annie also suggests that those in need of a creative outlet in the next few months might look for art classes being offered by many institutions around the region, like the Duluth Art Institute, Lake Superior Art Glass, Dragon Fire Ceramics in Wrenshall, Shannon's Stained Glassery of Superior, Great Lakes Academy of Fine Art, and the Duluth Folk School, to name a few.Arts & Culture

1/10/2022 8:20 AM 5:48 Where's Art: Abstract Art at the Zeitgeist Atrium, and Rosemaling at the Nordic Center A new exhibit featuring works of sixteen regional artists who are members of the Lake Superior Abstract Interest Group is on view at the now-reopened Zeitgeist Atrium Gallery 222 E Superior St Duluth MN. 16 regional artists. The exhibit officially opens at 5:30 pm on January 20th. Tara Austin is offering a series of classes on Rosemaling at the Nordic Center in Duluth. The next class is on February 9th. The Duluth Area Chamber of Commerce is offering a live webinar that may be of use to artists who work with their art as a small business, “Confidently Telling Your Story,” presented by Annie Harala and Kevin Jacobsen of Story North Productions.Arts & Culture
1/17/2022 8:20 AM 6:21 Where's Art: Celebrating Community and Nature First Ladies of the Hillside, “a grassroots group of women who are working together from inside of the Central Hillside community to create opportunities for kindness and generosity for ourselves and for our community.” Among their initiatives is an art project called Healing Creations, that includes works by hillside artists Heather Zellner, Amber Pelfrey, and Rachel Ross, and the ongoing mission to “support other developing artists in the community to encourage healing through creating art big and small.” Dudley Edmonson’s 2006 book, The Black & Brown Faces in America's Wild Places: African Americans Making Nature and the Environment a Part of Their Everyday Lives, published in 2006 by Adventure Publications, showcasing persons of color with deep connections to the outside world and insights into the way we live within the environment. For the remainder of the month, The Tweed Museum in Duluth is showing a traveling exhibit, "Black Survival Guide, or How to Live Through a Police Riot" organized by the Delaware Art Museum, Wilmington, Delaware, who in 2018 commissioned artist Hank Willis Thomas to respond to the powerful and community-changing public response that followed the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on April 4, 1968.Arts & Culture
1/24/2022 8:20 AM 6:09 Where's Art: Virtual events and art affected and inspired by the pandemic. Annie Dugan lets us know about two “virtual” online events happening on-line this week on the Duluth Art Institute’s website. There is no cost for either of these events, but pre-registration is required: On Wednesday (1/26) from 5:30 – 7pm on Zoom, there will be a virtual artist talk for the exhibit, Like Me, Like You, featuring artists of the Twin Ports Asian Pacific Islander Desi Americans (APIDA) Collective. The exhibit showcases “the stories of your APIDA neighbors and friends reckoning with stereotypes, myths, assimilation, and years of invisibility, documented through podcasts and videography, through two-dimensional work including photographs and paintings, and through sculpture, jewelry and the written word. Individual narratives come together to reveal truths about living as APIDA in the Twin Ports.” The artists include Julia Cheng, Aya Kawaguchi, Laura Judd, Da Hee Kim, Julie Kim, Matthew Koshmrl, Sharon Kwong, Pakou Ly, Viann Nguyen-Feng, Kim Nordin, and Sharon Yung. Also on Wednesday (1/26) from 5:30 – 7pm on Zoom is a virtual celebration of New York artist Beth Livensperger's Don't Like Mondays, currently on display in the Morrison Gallery at the DAI. Livensperger’s large-scale collages “depict women navigating the banal yet psychologically-charged space of office interiors, foregrounding female relationships across generations, from adversarial to supportive. In these pieces, receptionists are trapped behind tiny desks, a lone employee drowns in paperwork, and a manager delivers bad news to a subordinate. Men are relegated to bit parts – with visible hints that they still call the shots.” If you happen to be traveling to Chicago in the next couple of months, a selection of Essential Worker Portraits by northern Minnesotan artist Carolyn Olson are on display at the Swedish American Institute Gallery through August. From the beginning of the stay-at-home order during the COVID-19 pandemic, Olson created a series of pastels of essential workers that beg the question, “How can we ask the essential worker to do this work while not being paid enough, provided no health insurance or affordable housing?” If you're not headed to Chicago any time soon, there are also 13 original Essential Worker Portraits on display locally at the UU church in Duluth through late April. There are also plans for a book of the collection to be published later in the spring/summer and a full exhibit at Prøve Gallery as well.Arts & Culture
1/27/2022 6:00 PM 27:47:00 Nat Harvie Interview on The Local Nat Harvie joined Malachy on The Local for a chat about their upcoming EP Married in Song, due out on 1/28/22 on Low's Chairkicker Records. Listen to learn more about that new project, including what it's like to work with some of your close friends and favorite musicians. You'll also get to hear the previously unreleased title track from the EP. More Nat Harvie info at their Bandcamp page.Arts & Culture
1/31/2022 8:20 AM 4:24 Where's Art: Art with Sled Dogs, Reindeer, and Postcards The exhibit Images from the John Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon is on display from now through March 6 at the Great Lakes Aquarium's Merrill Lynch Fine Arts Gallery. The exhibit features photography and watercolors created by several artists. There will be an opening reception for the photographic exhibit by Erika Larsen, Sámi - Walking with Reindeer at the Nordic Center on February 4 from 4:30 to 7 pm. The exhibit will be on display through March 6. Prøve Gallery is continuing a project they initiated in 2021, called By Return, wherein subscribers receive an artist-designed postcard delivered to their mailbox each month.Arts & Culture

2/7/2022 8:20 AM 4:35 Where's Art: Making art for your loved ones Annie Dugan reminds us that Valentine's Day is next Monday. Prøve Collective is holding a Valentine Making Event, this Wednesday from 5 to 7 pm. They will provide the materials, and you bring a list of your loved ones. Annie also suggests another fun valentine-making technique to try by reusing the flat surfaces of Styrofoam food containers to make prints with paint. A art-themed podcast you might want to check out is talk Art hosted by UK actor Russell Tovey and gallerist Robert Diament. A recent episode featured members of the 2021 Turner Prize jury: Zoé Whitley, Aaron Cezar, Kim McAleese, and talk Art host Russell Tovey.Arts & Culture
2/14/2022 8:20 AM 6:16 Where's Art: Show your love for your favorite local artist On this Valentine's Day, Annie Dugan shares her love of artists, and encourages everyone else to give a shout out on social media to the artists in their communities. "[W]e are so much richer with the ability to process this world alongside artists." One of Carolyn Olson's works created during the pandemic, "Grocery Store Cashier and Bagger – Essential Worker Portrait #1," is a part of the Minnesota Historical Society's permanent collection. It will among the works displayed in the MHS's exhibition Art Speaks, that opens in St. Paul on February 26th. The Minneapolis Art Institute of Art also has a new exhibit opening this Saturday, February 19. Supernatural America: The Paranormal in American Art explores "the numerous ways that artists in the United States have made sense of their own experiences of the paranormal and the supernatural, developing a rich visual culture of the intangible." In addition to in-person tours, the MIA is also offering a virtual tour.Arts & Culture
2/21/2022 8:20 AM 5:05 Where's Art: Winter storms provides an ironic twist to an event involving "anti-social art" Where's Art commentator Annie Dugan tells us about the current exhibit Anti-Social Art: Experimental Practices in Late East Germany, running through May 15, 2022. The Tweed writes, "[f]rom photography to performance art, independent films to independent publications, artworks from this period reveal the core disjunctions between state power and citizen agency. Importantly, artists created a social sphere that was both independent of and entangled within official culture." Unfortunately, the celebratory evening that was planned for tomorrow night (Feb 22) has been cancelled due to the winter storm. The Tweed states, "It might be rescheduled in for a date in spring." Coming up in March at AICHO (Saturday, 3/5 from 5:30 - 7:30 pm) is an artist reception celebrating the opening the exhibit New Paintings, Old Stories, featuring artwork by Carl Gawboy.Arts & Culture
2/28/2022 8:20 AM 7:01 Where's Art with Annie Dugan: Exploring multimedia art events in March This Wednesday is the opening of the exhibition Uncle Clutch Art Gallery at UWS's Holden Fine and Applied Arts Center at 9 a.m. The exhibit showcases the works of Joe Klander (a.k.a. Uncle Clutch), a gallery adaptation of the Uncle Clutch’s Video Horror Shop program that appears on Public Access Community Television [PACT]. On March 17 the Duluth Art Institute will present a noon hour "virtual artist lecture," Marking Space with George’s Blues with Seitu Ken Jones. Inspired by the works of George Washington Carver, Jones will "delve into artistic responses to the environment, specifically how African American artists continue to shape and sustain their well-being." On March 21 a new exhibition will be opening at the Duluth Art Institute featuring the paintings of Sarah Brokke Erickson. Annie Dugan will share more information about that next week!Arts & Culture

3/7/2022 8:20 AM 6:05 Where's Art: Celebrating and Remembering Ojibwe Artists Annie Dugan informs us of an exhibit-opening celebration of paintings by Carl Gawboy in the Robert Powless Cultural Center at AICHO this Friday, March 11 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm. "New Paintings, Old Stories: Artwork by Carl Gawboy" will showcase a collection over 30 watercolor, acrylics and ink washes that feature Anishinaabe and Finnish cultural life, landscapes, and spiritual teachings, plus Gawboy's awards, accolades, and books. A catalog of his works has also been published and will be available at the exhibit. General viewing of the exhibit will be available thereafter from 4 to 6 pm every Friday until May 27. Annie also remembers artist Jim Denomie, painter and member of the Lac Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Indians, who passed away last week at the age of 67.Arts & Culture
3/14/2022 8:20 AM 5:06 Where's Art: Exploring practices old and new Tuesday, March 15 from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at UMD's Weber Hall there will be a Discussion and Collaborative Performance combining Renaissance scholarship, historic instrument construction, and sound design. Also on Tuesday, March 15 from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. there will be an online discussion about current fair-use and copyright practices given by Ian Moore and Nancy Sims from UMD's Kathryn Martin Library. Thursday, March 17 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Joseph Nease Gallery in downtown Duluth is the opening night of the exhibition "Winter Lovers" featuring paintings by Don Kottman . The exhibit runs through May 7.Arts & Culture
3/16/2022 2:00 PM 27:32:00 Live from Studio A:  David Wilcox This Asheville, North Carolina-based musician has been performing for over 30 years and released 20 albums. We'll catch up with David and hear some tunes when he joins us in the studio on Thursday, March 17 at 2:30pm. He plays the same night at the West Theatre in Duluth. Arts & Culture
3/21/2022 8:20 AM 7:30 Where's Art: Horses, Netprov, and more The Horse of Course is a horse-themed invitational exhibition featuring the works of over two dozen artists at the Nordic Center in downtown Duluth. The exhibit features horse-themed artworks in a wide variety of mediums, including featured guest artist Linley Erickson's exploration of the Dala horse form and other animals in the traditional Swedish Dala form. The opening exhibition was last Friday, but the exhibit will be on display Fridays from 12-4 p.m., and Weekends from 1-4 p.m. now through April 10th. Rob Wittig, Assistant Professor of Graphic Design at UMD, will be giving a virtual talk tomorrow evening from 6 to 7 p.m. as part of the College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences' ongoing Visual Culture Lecture Series. His works have recently been focusing on developing a high-design, collaborative fiction in a form called netprov, networked improvised narrative. Sarah Brokke's new exhibit, Embody, will open next Monday (March 28) at the Duluth Art Institute, featuring her colorful oil paintings, "exploring humanity and nature, pain and joy."Arts & Culture
3/28/2022 8:20 AM 5:00 Where's Art: "Sunlight and Art this week in the Twin Ports" Annie Dugan gives us a rundown of some exciting art events coming up: Sarah Brokke's new exhibit, Embody, is opening tonight (March 28) at the Duluth Art Institute's Steffl Gallery from 5:30 to 7 p.m., featuring her colorful oil paintings, "exploring humanity and nature, pain and joy." Then, coming up on April 14, Brokke will be giving a talk about the exhibit as well. The Duluth Art Institute has published their schedule of summer art camps for K-12 students. Among the camp topics this summer: Minecraft (pixel) art, nature art, ecosystem/mixed media, clay, printmaking, and 3D vinyl sculpture, to name a few. Tomorrow, the Mnisota Native Artists Alliance [MNAA], along with cohosts AICHO Galleries, the Minnesota American Indian Bar Association, and Springboard for the Arts, are presenting an online event, Understanding the Indian Arts & Crafts Act for Native Artists, from 12 to 1 p.m. The workshop will "examine the basics of the [Indian Arts and Crafts Act of 1990], how it affects enrolled and unenrolled Native artists in the Upper Midwest, certification processes for unenrolled direct descendants, definition under the law of a direct descendant, and what you need to know when working with Native artists and culture bearers making and selling original artwork, crafts and handmade goods."Arts & Culture
3/31/2022 8:00 AM 10:10 "Homegrown" for History Buffs Next week there is a new event in the Twin Ports that hopes to be the first of many: The Twin Ports Festival of History. Think "Homegrown" for history buffs. The event aims to provide those with an interest in history an opportunity to listen and discuss various history topics with authors and historians of local, regional, national, and international renown. The festival is scheduled from Wednesday, April 6 through Monday, April 11 at multiple venues throughout Duluth and Superior. One of the festival's curators, David Woodward, the Director of Museum Studies at UMD's Department of History, Political Science, and International Relations (also the host of The North 1033's Caribbean Roots) joins us to talk about why the festival was created, and what attendees can expect.Arts & Culture

1/4/2022 8:20 AM 10:55 Tips for Hardy Gardeners: Playing the long game with your poinsettia The poinsettia is so often thought of as a holiday visitor to our homes. But with the right amount of water, light, and room to grow, your poinsettia can thrive and bring that seasonal color to your home for years to come. Environment & Outdoors
1/6/2022 8:20 AM 12:41 Green Visions: Salt Awareness A lot of snow and ice has arrived in the Twin Ports. We knew it would; we’re all familiar with winter life. We're also veterans of snow management. Our shovels are lined up outside the door. When the plow goes by in the night we stir from our sleep, peek out the window to determine how much earlier we need to get out of bed to handle the fresh bank of snow at the end of the drive. But when it comes to ice management, things aren’t always as consistent. How much ice are we talking about here? Should you maybe get out the ice chopper and scrape that up? Should you salt or sand? How much is enough? Megan Högfeldt, a Water Resources Specialist for the City of Superior talks about tips and tricks for at-home salt use reduction since the salt we throw down ends up in local freshwater bodies and can harm the plants and animals that rely on fresh water. She also talks about Salt Awareness Week, a free and online event coming up in Wisconsin on January 24th-28th featuring livestreams of area experts diving into #thetruecostofsalt on our drinking water, pets, and freshwater ecosystems.Environment & Outdoors
1/7/2022 8:20 AM 8:43 Backyard Almanac: "It may be cold...but January has got a lot to see!" The sunrises are starting to occur earlier in the mornings, and the sunsets are now occurring over twenty minutes later than they were one month ago. Larry Weber says that he expects to see sub-zero temperatures on at least half of the days in January, although recent Januarys have also had a January thaw. This is the time of year when wild canines (wolves, coyotes, and foxes) are entering their breeding season. Larry has seen coyote tracks in the snow. Other tracks that also should be apparent with the recent snows include deer, rabbits, squirrels, and mice. They’re hungry and looking for food. But that means that predators of those animals will be out too, including fox, weasel, fisher, and pine marten.Environment & Outdoors

1/11/2022 8:20 AM 15:28 Astro Bob's Backyard Astronomy: A chance to witness an asteroid pass nearby next week Astronomer Bob King reminds Venus will soon become more visible in the morning sky after it makes its pass in front of the sun. Also, next Monday and Tuesday, asteroid 1994 PC1 will pass by the earth roughly 1,231,000 miles (0.01324 AU) away. That is a distance about 5 times further away than the moon. (Rest assured that even though this is relatively close it is not an imminent threat to our planet!) Only 1.1 km in diameter, it will not be visible with the naked eye or even binoculars. But with the aid of a small telescope – and clear skies – it will not only be visible, but its movement across the sky will be perceptible as well.Environment & Outdoors
1/12/2022 8:20 AM 14:24 Green Visions: Climate Change in the Lake Superior Watershed Duluth has been described on occasion as a “climate refuge city” but our city and other communities within the Lake Superior watershed are far from free of the impacts of a changing climate. Jesse Schomberg, the Associate Director of Outreach and Coastal Communities Extension Educator for the University of Minnesota Sea Grant Program, joins us to talk about signs that our region has seen evidence of climate change, and ways that we might adapt our environment going forward.Environment & Outdoors
1/14/2022 8:20 AM 9:07 Backyard Almanac: Hang in there, the days are getting longer again Larry Weber notes that the days are becoming noticeably longer; by January 16th the sun will be above the horizon for more than nine hours each day. Even so, the upcoming full moon will create an abundance of light at night as it reflects off the fresh snowfall. There are lots of tracks to be seen in the snow; in addition to coyote, fox, fisher and marten tracks, Larry spotted evidence of an otter slide this week! Take a look for a few species of deciduous trees that can retain their leaves in winter, including red oak, ironwood, and the sugar mapleEnvironment & Outdoors
1/18/2022 8:20 AM 11:36 Tips for Hardy Gardeners: Shopping for seeds while winter persists Seed catalogs are starting to circulate, so Tom Kasper advises that hardy gardeners should peruse their favorite catalogs now and plan what to plant in the spring. Many seed companies offer a variety of options, including organic seeds and heirloom seeds, and some also offer seeds in natural or pelleted form. Especially in the Northland's climate, however, gardeners should be sure to select seed varieties that can reach maturity in less than 100 days.Environment & Outdoors
1/21/2022 8:20 AM 7:54 Backyard Almanac: Quite cold, but maybe we've had the "January thaw" The week has had some of the coldest days this month, but Tuesday was unseasonably warm. Larry wonders if maybe that was the "January Thaw" that he sees happen every year. Despite the long nights, the clear skies allowed the full moon to shine on the fresh snow to make things very bright overnight. In addition to the birds Larry usually sees at the feeder these days – the “same seven” (chickadees, red-breasted nuthatches, white-breasted nuthatches, downy woodpeckers, hairy woodpeckers, red-bellied woodpeckers, and blue jays) – he was pleased to see several turkeys stop by. And finches, usually late arrivals at the feeders in winter, have returned; he saw seven goldfinches one day, and three redpolls yesterday. Owls will likely begin appearing in a couple weeks.Environment & Outdoors
1/26/2022 8:20 AM 17:42 Green Visions: Beavers' role in fresh water conservation A study by the NRRI published in the journal Ecography in December 2021 reports that beavers are essential for freshwater conservation and ecosystem stability in Minnesota. We have a conversation with Sean Johnson-Bice, one of the authors of this article, to learn more. Johnson-Bice earned his master’s degree from the University of Minnesota-Duluth and is now seeking his Ph.D. at the University of Manitoba.Environment & Outdoors
1/26/2022 8:20 AM 17:01 Astro Bob’s Backyard Astronomy: Twinkle, twinkle, little planet? Around 7 p.m. tonight, just after dusk, Sirius and Jupiter can provide a good example of difference in the way stars and planets appear to us. Astronomer Bob King explains that when light from outer space passes through our atmosphere, the different air masses in our atmosphere shift past each other and cause the light waves to shift back and forth a bit. One small pinpoint of light from a star will noticeably shimmy, or “twinkle.” A larger (apparent) mass of light from a planet will also have its light shift, but because there are so many points of light they cancel each other out and no twinkling is noticed. That said, Bob King has seen on occasion that a planet can twinkle a little bit when a planet is far enough away and the atmosphere causes enough disturbance of the light. Also tonight, the International Space Station is passing overhead tonight from west to east. And Algol, the “Demon Star” will appear to dim tonight; it is a multiple star system in the constellation Perseus, and the larger, dimmer star will pass in front of the smaller, brighter star. This process will take several hours, but if you go out at different times several hours apart, a difference can be seen.Environment & Outdoors
1/28/2022 8:00 AM 15:42 On the Trail: A preview of the 2022 John Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon The field of competitors for this year's full-distance marathon is impressive in quantity (twenty-four teams, six more than the mid-distance marathon) AND in quality; all the champions from the last decade are in the field this year: Erin Letzring (2021), Ryan Reddington (2020/2018), Blake Freking (2019), Ryan Anderson (2017/2015/2011) and Nathan Schroeder (2016/2014/2013/2010). Since 2019, the full-distance marathon has been shortened from its previous 375 miles down to about 300 miles, and no longer loops back to finish in Duluth, finishing instead in Grand Portage. The change changes how teams train for and plan the race. "It's more of a sprint now," says Jason Rice, longtime fan, three-time Beargrease competitor, and former Beargrease Board Member. With the total required rest still set at 24 hours, teams can train for quicker pacing because they know the rest allows them to push a little harder without wearing out. But the temperatures in the daytime will be in the 20s, which in this sport is considered warm. There is also the possibility of flurries, so the warmer temps and the extra layer of snow may be a combination of factors that will frustrate the dogs a bit. Only time will tell, but Jason Rice predicts, "If somebody is really flying, it could be as early as four o'clock in afternoon [on Tuesday] that you'd see a winner." Tune into The North 1033 on Sunday morning at 10 am for a live report from the start of the race, and then for live On the Trail updates Monday and Tuesday at 8 am, 11 am and 2 pm, featuring expert insights from Jason Rice, including results for the full distance Beargrease Marathon, Beargrease 120, Beargrease 120 Junior Class, and Beargrease 40 races.Environment & Outdoors
1/28/2022 8:20 AM 10:36 Backyard Almanac: The January wrap-up and the February outlook January was colder thank normal by about 7 degrees, the coldest since 2014. Even though there was slightly more snow than normal, much of it was so light and fluffy the total precipitation for the month is below normal. The days continue to stretch: our days have about 9.5 hours of daylight now, but by the end of the first week of February that will grow to nearly 10 hours. But don't expect any predictions from groundhogs next week. Contrary to the folk myth, groundhogs (Marmota monax, also known as woodchucks) are still hibernating in early February. We won't see black bears yet, either. Even though they don't hibernate, baby bears will be cuddling close to their hibernating mamas for a while yet. But, birds are keeping fed, squirrels are beginning their pre-mating behavior, and many other animal tracks are abundant as well. As Larry Weber says, "Things are happening, so take care and enjoy. There's lots of wonderful winter to come!"Environment & Outdoors
1/30/2022 8:00 AM 4:33 On the Trail: Day 1 - Beargrease 2022 is off and running! The 2022 John Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon has begun! WDSE Producer Megan McGarvey talks with The North 1033's Chris Harwood from the starting line. At 10:00, following the spirit of John Beargrease as the first team, team number two led by Alice White crossed the starting line, followed by 23 other teams. 19 teams are competing in the Beargrease 120 (the mid-distance race), and 13 teams in the Beargrease 40. Tune into The North 1033 tomorrow morning at 8 am for the next live update from On the Trail. Further reports will be heard at 11 am and 2 pm, and Tuesday at 8am, 11 am and 2 pm as well!Environment & Outdoors
1/31/2022 8:00 AM 16:52 On the Trail: Day 2 - Winners for the Beargrease 40 and Beargrease 120! Plus full-length marathon updates.2:00 pm UPDATE – Nine teams have now arrived at Trail Center checkpoint. Ryan Redington's early fast pace, combined with less accumulated rest time has proved to be a factor that puts him further behind in the running. Most teams need 13-14 more hours of rest (to achieve the required 24 hours of rest), while Redington's team needs 15.5 more hours, and his team is already down a few dogs. At this point, Erin Letzring, Ryan Anderson, and Wade Marrs are mushers whose teams may cross the finish line first tomorrow afternoon. Though there are several legitimate contenders. As Jason Rice explains, "Dog care, dog care, dog care. That's what wins the race." Mushers will let their dogs rest at Sawbill, but then will take a careful look at each animal before they depart to make sure that they are healthy enough to run the next leg of the race. In addition to team size, other factors to keep in mind as the race moves into the second half: The forecast for some snow tomorrow afternoon could possibly be a factor as well; fresh snow can cause a loss of efficiency in the dogs' traction. The temperatures are not going to get very cold, and dogs love to run in colder temps. Teams who started with a slower pace at first may find they have the ability to pick up speed overnight and tomorrow.Environment & Outdoors

2/1/2022 8:00 AM 2:31 On the Trail: Day 3 - Warmer temperatures a big factor in this year's John Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon as Ryan Anderson wins his 4th BeargreaseFinish line update: Isaak Quick of WDSE TV joined us to report that Ryan Anderson was the winner of the 2022 John Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon. He's now a four-time champ of the race. Environment & Outdoors
2/1/2022 8:20 AM 14:05 Tips for Hardy Gardeners: What do you if your not sure if your leftover seeds have "gone to seed"We've talked with Tom Kasper previously about perusing seed catalogs and making plans for the upcoming vegetable garden. But what about leftover seeds from last year? Are they still good? What about seeds that are even older? It depends, says Tom Kasper on a few factors: The age and type of seed. Some vegetable seeds aren't often usable past the first year, such as onions, lettuce, and parsnips. Seeds of peppers, corn, beans, and peas may be viable even 2 or 3 years later, whereas tomatoes, cucumbers, and squash could be usable even 4 to 5 years later. How they are stored. Chances are improved if they've been kept in a cool, dry, and dark place. If you are not sure, there are some tests you can do as well: Place a few seeds on a wet paper towel. If they are viable, within a couple of days they should germinate. Another method is to sprinkle a few seeds into a glass of room-temperature water. If they sink within about 15 minutes, they are viable. If they float, however, they are probably not viable anymore, and should be composted.Environment & Outdoors
2/2/2022 8:20 AM 7:53 Green Visions: Duluth's Climate Emergency Declaration and forming a plan of action. Last year, the City of Duluth declared a climate emergency, joining several other cities in the state on Minnesota. What does this declaration mean, and what actions can result from making it? We speak with City of Duluth Sustainability Officer Mindy Granley to talk about what comes next. The Duluth City Council will be discussing the cities climate action plan at their on Monday, February 14.Environment & Outdoors
2/2/2022 8:00 AM 17:17 On the Trail: Reflections on Beargrease 2022 Chris Harwood and Jason Rice look back at the past few days of Beargrease activity. Ryan Anderson has won his fourth title in the John Beargrease Sled Dog Marathon! His previous victories were in 2011, 2015, and 2017. He also won the Beargrease 120 (the mid-distance race) in 2001. Arriving second at the finish line in his first Beargrease competition, Wade Marrs earned the Rookie of the Year Award. The third-place winner, Colleen Wallin, arrived just a few minutes before the team led by her son, Ero Wallin, who placed fourth. Controlling the dogs' steady pace proved to be the right approach this year, a technique used by Anderson, Marrs, both the Wallins, and others. That restraint helped to keep the dogs cool, as the warmer-than-usual temperatures proved costly for other teams who tried running at a faster pace earlier in the race. There were also reports of the snow in the northern reaches of the course being particularly slippery this year, which contributed to many dogs tiring earlier than hoped.Environment & Outdoors
2/4/2022 8:20 AM 9:13 Backyard Almanac: Plenty of mid-winter signs of life It's been cold this past week, but Larry Weber recalls the ten days of sub-zero temps one year ago (February 5-15, 2021) and doesn't expect it will be getting as cold as that in the next week. Despite the cold, though, Larry has heard busy calling from the crows, ravens, and blue jays. The woodpeckers (hairy, downy, red-bellied, and pileated woodpeckers) have been making noise too, what Larry describes as "pre-breeding" behavior where they are claiming their territory by loudly drumming the message into trees to inform other woodpeckers in the area. Periods of daylight are growing rapidly: on February 8th we will reach 10 hours of daylight, and by month's end the Northland will be up to about 11 hours of light per day.Environment & Outdoors
2/8/2022 8:20 AM 16:32 Astro Bob’s Backyard Astronomy: The Winter Hexagon In the SSE sky in the evening, following Orion's belt down to the left you can trace the winter hexagon in the night sky, a shape formed by the brightest stars in six constellations: Sirius in the Canis Major (the big dog) Procyon in Canis Minor (the little dog) Pollux in Gemini (the twins) Capella in Auriga (the charioteer) Aldebraran in Taurus (the bull), and then back to Rigel, the "right foot" of Orion. It is large, but it is also a fun way to become familiar with several constellations around Orion that you may not know as well. Venus is at its "maximum brilliancy" this week – the brightest it will appear this year. And tomorrow in the late evening, if the clouds give us some reprieve, there is an opportunity to see the aurora borealis (the "northern lights") in the northern sky.Environment & Outdoors
2/9/2022 8:20 AM 8:20 Green Visions: Youth participation in climate conversations with elected officials. The 2022 Youth Climate Justice Summit is just around the corner, an annual conference presented by the Youth Environmental Activists (YEA) of Climate Generation in Minneapolis. This year's event (Feb. 25-27) will be virtual, a change due to the pandemic, but a change that may encourgae broader participation from youth beyond Minnesota. YEA member Yvonne Mongare joins us to talk about an exciting day of learning, action, and a chance for young folks to directly participate in government. The registration deadline is February 17.Environment & Outdoors

2/10/2022 8:00 AM 12:12 Something so magical about the 2022 Vegetable of the Year: The Tomato Isn't the tomato really a fruit, some of you might ask? Botanically, yes, it is. In fact, it is a berry of the plant Solanum lycopersicum. But no matter which side you endorse in that debate (Ira Gershwin might say, "Let's call the whole thing off"), the tomato stands proudly as a favorite food source many cultures around the planet. We are joined by Haley Diem, the One Vegetable One Community Coordinator for the Duluth Community Garden Program, to talk about the DCGP's 2022 Vegetable of the Year. The tomato plant isn't too hard to grow. They are hardy, and with a little pruning, attention, and space they can provide you with a food that most home gardeners will solemnly avow tastes unlike any tomato you can buy in the store. And, as Haley reminds us, there is "something so magical about knowing you can grow your own food." For those who want to give it a try, in the early spring One Vegetable One Community will be distributing free tomato seeds at the Duluth Community Garden Program table at the Duluth Farmer's Market. The Siberian tomato variety was chosen for its "ability to set fruit at cooler temperatures, adaptation for a shorter growing season, and prolific red fruits. While they last, these seeds will also be available in [the DCHPs] four Little Free Seed Libraries across the city."Environment & Outdoors
2/11/2022 8:20 AM 7:14 Backyard Almanac: The sound of drumming The temperatures have been swinging broadly this month from far below zero to the freezing point. On February 8th the 35-degree temperature was the warmest naturalist Larry Weber had seen in six weeks. However, tonight's expected overnight lows will be about 50 degrees colder than that. Our snowfall for the season, currently at 56 inches, is right on par with the average, and if that trend holds it would put us toward the seasonal total of 90 inches this winter. Woodpeckers are still busy, drumming trees to announce to others, "this is my territory." Larry suspects that the deer must be hungry; their fresh tracks indicate they are busily roaming the landscape. Larry has also seen many other critter tracks, including skunks, who do not hibernate, and wake up during spells of milder weather to go in search of food.Environment & Outdoors
2/15/2022 8:20 AM 13:53 Tips for Hardy Gardeners: Caring for houseplants Overwatering is the most common reason indoor plants don't survive. Protected from all-day sunlight and outdoor winds, Tom Kasper advises us that many indoor plants can get by with less water than those in the outdoor garden, some needing water only about once a week. Another tip is to pour off the excess water that gathers in the saucer below the pot. In addition to keeping your plants alive, it also can help reduce the emergence of pests that thrive in overwatered plants and soggy soil, like spider mites, scale insects, whiteflies, and aphids.Environment & Outdoors
2/16/2022 8:20 AM 8:09 Green Visions: Reducing E. Coli on Duluth's Beaches A recent Minnesota Pollution Control Agency study shows several Duluth-area beaches are experiencing spikes of E. Coli bacteria — making them, at times, unsafe for swimming. We talk with Stephen Mikkelson from the MPCA about what these findings mean and what steps can be taken to help them be reduced. Environment & Outdoors
2/18/2022 8:20 AM 9:13 Backyard Almanac: It's not here yet, but there are early signs of spring It's been a string of 40 days now where a sub-zero temperature has been recorded in the area, bringing the statistical average below normal for February. Even so, we are now one month from the vernal equinox, and Larry Weber has seen a few signs that spring is on the horizon. Woodpeckers have been continuing to hammer on trees to mark their territory, what Larry describes as pre-mating behavior. Skunks occasionally awaken and may be looking for mates as well. Larry says look to the trees too; he has seen the branches of red-osier dogwood trees turning red. They're not budding yet, but the red branches are signs that the tree is preparing for spring growth.Environment & Outdoors
2/22/2022 8:20 AM 13:45 Astro Bob's Backyard Astronomy: Pausing from shoveling to look up every once in a while. Bob King encourages us to look to the east this Sunday morning (Feb. 27) before sunrise at about 6:15 a.m. If the sky is clear, you'll be able to see Venus, Mars, and the thin crescent Moon stacked one on top of the other. Early next month, look for news about a Chinese booster rocket crashing onto the far side of the moon. Being on the far side means observers on Earth won't be able to see it, although lunar satellites will hopefully capture images of the lunar crater created by the impact of the over three-ton rocket.Environment & Outdoors

3/1/2022 8:20 AM 9:55 Tips for Hardy Gardeners: Protecting your plants from marauding bands in late winter The temperatures this week may suggest spring thaw, but don't be too confident. Considering that the Northland received a new foot of snow last week, and that the months of March and April still lie ahead, we all know too well there is plenty of winter left. The new snow puts the bark of shrubs and trees further up the trunks at new risk from (what Tom Kasper aptly describes as) "marauding bands" of deer, rabbits, and mice. It may be worth inspecting your yard vegetation to see if adding some new fence and/or tree wrap around your shrubs and trees is warranted.Environment & Outdoors
3/2/2022 8:20 AM 15:05 Green Visions: Research finds wake surf boats can cause higher, stronger waves that can be damaging to small lake ecosystemsWake surf boating has become an increasingly popular activity on Minnesota's lakes in recent years. But the high waves caused by the boats - intended by its design so that persons following the boat can surf - are a cause of concern due to potential shoreline erosion and harm to lake ecosystems. Researchers from the University of Minnesota St. Anthony Falls Laboratory (SAFL) studied this issue and released their findings in February, indicating that waves produced by wake surf boats when wake surfing are not only higher, but they also require greater distance to decrease to the same height as wake waves from more typical recreational boats. SAFL intends to initiate another phase of the research to investigate the impact of wake surf boating on lake bottom habitats. Steve Frawley, the president of SafeWakes, joins us this morning to talk about this study.Environment & Outdoors
3/4/2022 8:20 AM 9:22 Backyard Almanac: The February wrap-up, and movement toward spring. Even with the warm spell at the very end of February, the last two months were much colder than average: February average 5.9 degrees F, well below its average of 15.4 F. With January being 6.5 degrees colder than normal, the average over the two months was around 8 degrees below normal. March will likely bring more snow, but it is no longer the snowiest month, as it used to be. It is now in fifth place, below December, January, February, and November. The blizzard last week has caused many creatures to either dig up one of their caches or to look for new sources. Larry Weber has seen deer, squirrels, beaver, and even a porcupine. But even if nature isn't ready to give up on winter, we are two weeks from the vernal equinox where hours of daylight will surpass hours of darkness, and the weather service does consider March 1 the first day of "meteorological spring." And Larry has noticed a few indications of early spring in area plants, including the appearance of pussy willow buds and quaking aspen buds.Environment & Outdoors
3/8/2022 8:20 AM 16:55 Astro Bob's Backyard Astronomy: Pondering the purpose and effect of daylight saving time. Over the past couple weeks, haze and inclement weather have often obscured our ability to see the conjunction of Venus and Mars in the morning sky. Astro Bob (Bob King) was able to get a good photograph of the two planets this past weekend, though, on a trip to Black Mesa, Oklahoma. Black Mesa is located on the very western edge of that state, literally a few hundred feet from the New Mexico border, and he noticed his phone kept alternating between the Western and Central time zones. Astro Bob and Chris Harwood talk about time zones, and also daylight saving time, how its use was first discussed and implemented over a century ago, and the effects that changing our clocks have on our daily activities. For instance, we can still observe Venus and Mars in the days to come but the best time to see them will change this weekend when we set our clocks ahead one hour. Prior to Sunday, the best time to see them will be between 5:30 and 6:00 a.m. From Sunday forward, though, that will move one hour later – between 6:30 and 7:00 a.m. (Later in the month, Venus and Mars will be in close conjunction with the Moon and Saturn, too. Listen to Astro Bob's Backyard Astronomy on The North 1033 at 8:20 a.m. on Tuesday, March 22 for more about that!)Environment & Outdoors
3/9/2022 8:20 AM 12:58 Green Visions: "Winter Grab" hopes to reveal new information under the ice So much of what we know about the ecosystem of the Great Lakes comes from research done in the warmer months. The simple reason is that it is harder to gain access to be on the water in months where the lake is intermittently covered with ice, often treacherous and unnavigable. Plus, the winter months find many science educators busy teaching students on land. But that means so much of the annual life cycles of these enormous freshwater lakes remain unknown. Kirill Shchapov, a PhD candidate and researcher at the University of Minnesota Duluth Large Lakes Observatory, compares this to skipping half of a novel, leaving much of the story untold. Researchers across the Great Lakes region are participating in the "Winter Grab" to better understand the ecosystems of the Great Lakes during the winter. Shchapov talks to The North 1033 about what the Large Lakes Observatory and nineteen other institutions are up to on the Great Lakes this winter, a combined effort that could reveal immense amounts of new information.Environment & Outdoors

3/11/2022 8:20 AM 9:48 Backyard Almanac: March, the "month of crusty snow" Last year at this time the St. Louis River was open water, but this year it is still covered in ice. Though it has been colder, next week is projected to be very, very warm - temps into the 40s, perhaps even into the 50s. March has been often called "the month of crusty snow" due to the daytime snow melt held in check by refreezing overnight. Many critter tracks can therefore be seen on the icy crust on top of the deep pack. More hints of spring are upon us. Naturalist Larry Weber has seen more pussy willow, quaking aspens, and red-osier dogwood. Larry hasn't seen chipmunk emerging yet from their nests, but he has seen tracks of raccoons who are out looking for food and other spring pursuits.Environment & Outdoors
3/15/2022 8:20 AM 12:55 Tips for Hardy Gardeners: Well, if the calendar says spring is here... Yes, there is snow on the ground. Plenty of it. The ground is still frozen. But here in the Northland that is no reason not to start planting now. With an outdoor gardening season that is noticeably shorter than regions to the south, Tom Kasper advises us to start some vegetables indoors and then transplant them once the ground thaws. Onions should be started right away, then peppers, tomatoes, and others shortly. Now would also be the best time to prune your fruit trees before they begin to bud. Shorten the branches that grow straight up, deferring to branches that grow sideways. This will both provide more light to a broader spread of branches and allow easier access when harvesting the fruit in the fall.Environment & Outdoors
3/18/2022 8:20 AM 8:45 Backyard Almanac: Spring is springing As we approach the 2022 vernal equinox (occurring at 10:33 a.m. CDT on Sunday, 3/20), daylight will exceed darkness in the northern hemisphere for the next six months. March is the month of crusty snow, but the past week has shown strong indications that spring is arriving. Temperatures in the past several days have been very warm around the region, rarely dropping below freezing if at all. Sap is flowing in many trees now, fueling new buds and providing food for anglewing butterflies who are hungry following their winter hibernation. With the increasing daylight, Larry Weber has noticed the return of many birds to the area, including Canada geese and trumpeter swans along the St. Louis River. Bald eagles and golden eagles have been spotted in the sky from Enger Tower in the last few days as well. As the snow recedes from area tree trunks, Larry has also spotted mosses starting to sprout new growth. But if you still think you need more evidence that spring is arriving, he has also seen crocuses emerging, too.Environment & Outdoors
3/22/2022 8:20 AM 18:36 Astro Bob's Backyard Astronomy: A variety of objects to see - near and far - in the coming days.The International Space Station will be passing overhead on Thursday evening (March 24) between 8:11 and 8:17 p.m. CDT, traveling from the western horizon across the northern sky through Cassiopeia and the Little Dipper and Big Dipper. It will move slowly at first, but its apparent rate of speed will increase as it gets nearer to overhead: China's Tiangong Space Station will also cross the sky tomorrow evening (Wednesday, March 23) but, unlike the ISS, it will be moving across the southern sky, starting in the western horizon at about 8:45 p.m. CDT, passing just below Orion, then above Sirius (the brightest star in the night sky). It is smaller than the ISS so it will be a bit fainter to the naked eye. Before sunrise next Monday morning, March 28 around and just after 6:00 a.m. CDT, Venus, Mars, Saturn, and a thin, waning crescent Moon will all be very close together on the southeast horizon. Find a good spot with an unobstructed horizon (in Duluth, perhaps looking out over Lake Superior). Saturn will continue to move closer to Mars, and by the following Monday morning, April 4 just prior to 6 a.m., Saturn and Mars will be very, very close to each other.Environment & Outdoors
3/23/2022 8:20 AM 13:49 Green Visions: Concerns over regional environmental impact of proposed wood manufacturing plantHuber Engineered Woods (HEW), a North Carolina-based company, has proposed building an oriented strand board (OSB) plant in Cohasset, Minnesota, just east of Grand Rapids. The plant would also neighbor the lands of the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe. Many have raised concerns about to the negative environmental impacts the plant could have on the surrounding area. The Cohasset City Council approved the HEW Environmental Assessment Worksheet at a public meeting on March 8. However, many groups wishing to address their concerns were denied the ability to address the government officials that night, as the council approved the worksheet without additional public comment. We speak with Annie Humphrey, an artist and member of the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, and Jamie Konopacky, Environmental Counsel for Honor the Earth about their concerns for the regional environment and protecting Minnesota's forests.Environment & Outdoors
3/25/2022 8:20 AM 10:41 Backyard Almanac: Nature on the move If there is a clear morning sky in the next few days, Larry Weber hopes to be able to see the conjunction of Venus, Mars, and Saturn. Spring had some forward momentum last week, but snow, ice and colder in the last several days have kept that progress in check a bit. Nonetheless, Larry believes we will see this March's temperatures by late next week ending up at about the average of 26 degrees (F). Animal tracks are abundant as many are stirring with the dawn of spring. Larry has seen squirrel, deer, fox, coyote, bobcat, weasel, fisher, and raccoon tracks this week. He hasn't seen chipmunk yet but expects they will be active soon. In addition to Canada geese, trumpeter swans and eagles that began appearing last week, Larry now adds sightings of migrating common mergansers, hooded mergansers, and goldeneye ducks. But most exciting was that he sighted three sandhill cranes flying overhead!Environment & Outdoors
3/29/2022 8:20 AM 9:05 Tips for Hardy Gardeners: Growing things inside but readying them to go outside soon Time to start thinking about planting seeds indoors. Environment & Outdoors
3/30/2022 8:20 AM 11:21 Green Visions: Study shows Minnesota temperatures will rise significantly in this century A new University of Minnesota study projects that average temperatures of Minnesota winters are increasing faster than nearly any other state in the lower 48 states. These averages could increase as much as 11 degrees by the end of the century. Summers are heating up too, possibly rising by 7 degrees Fahrenheit in the same period. On Green Visions, The North 1033's Chris Harwood speaks with the leader of that study, climate researcher Dr. Stefan Liess of the Department of Soil, Water, and Climate at the University of Minnesota, about these findings and what impacts may occur to the state's ecosystems as these temperatures rise.Environment & Outdoors
2/17/2022 8:00 AM 17:18 Ensuring that Rescue Funds Are Used Correctly: The Role of the State Auditor Over 1.9 trillion federal dollars have been allocated for the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, of which nearly $437 billion are being given to state and local governments, including counties and municipalities. For the average Minnesotan, making sense of how Minnesota’s portion of that money is being distributed and if it is being done correctly may be a literally overwhelming task. We have a conversation with Minnesota State Auditor Julie Blaha, who clarifies the role of the Office of the State Auditor plays for ARPA funds (and any other funds given to local governments within the state): to oversee the distribution of these funds, to ensure transparency in the process of both distribution and assessment, to give local government bodies the knowledge and tools to achieve compliance before there are problems, and if necessary, to perform audits, compliance checks, and investigations.Public Affairs
3/10/2022 2:00 PM 9:57 Interview with Eleanor Whitmore of the Whitmore Sisters Eleanor and Bonnie Whitmore grew up in a musical family and played gigs with their parents, but until recently were pursuing separate musical paths. Eleanor is in the Mastersons with her husband Chris Masterson and Bonnie has toured as a solo artist as well as playing bass for Hayes Carll and others. It took the shutdowns caused by the pandemic to get the two sisters together to make their first ever album together, Ghost Stories, released in January 2022. The North 103.3's Christine Dean had a chance to talk with Eleanor about the album and working with her sister after all this time before the duo's show in Duluth at the West Theatre on March 10, 2022.


