
  KQED-FM QUARTERLY PROGRAMS LISTING 
During the period of April 1, 2021 to June 30, 2021, KQED-FM has served the 

public interest by broadcasting materials which treated significant problems and 

needs of concern to the community.  The following is a listing of some of the 

problem areas ascertained through personal interviews, format group meetings, 

and other similar on-going contacts with a wide range of Bay Area community 

leaders, and some of the programming aired in response to those stated areas of 

concern. 

 

1.  WORK, EMPLOYMENT, JOBS 

 

 

Marketplace 

Minimum Wage 

Democrats failed to up the federal minimum wage to $15 per hour last month, 

but lawmakers might have another path forward. A look at the variable minimum 

wage. Public Affairs. 4/29/21 4:00 pm; <29:00min>.  

 

Marketplace 

(repeats at 6:30pm) 

Vacation Time 

As more people get vaccinated and travel opens up, some workers are looking 

to use their piled-up vacation days all at once. A look at how companies are 

dealing with pent-up vacation. Public Affairs. 4/28/21 4:00 pm; <29:00min>. 

 

How I Built This 

Robinhood 

The show talks to Vlad Tenev, co-founder of the online stock trading platform 

Robinhood. Public Affairs. 4/25/21 9:30 pm; <29:00min>. 

 

 

The California Report Magazine 

Diary of a Coronavirus Contact Tracer 

Even though many of us might feel like we’ve got more of a handle on the 

coronavirus pandemic now, we will all be marked by it forever — especially 

those who’ve really been in the trenches. Lisa Fagundes is normally a 

librarian at the San Francisco Public Library. But starting last spring, she 

and thousands of other city and state workers were redeployed to become 

contact tracers, calling people who may have been exposed. Our health 

correspondent April Dembosky asked Lisa to keep an audio diary for us over 

the last year. Listening through these entries, you can hear – in real time – 

how the pandemic changes her. How it picks her up, twists her in all 

directions and then drops her on the other side. Just like it’s done to all 

of us. Public Affairs. 5/1/21 12:30 am; <29:00min>.  

 

Reveal 

Banking on Inequity 

Billions of dollars were supposed to help small businesses through the 

Paycheck Protection Program. But the money was marred by racial inequity. 

Public Affairs. 5/1/21 4:00 pm; <59:00min>. 

 

 

 

 

 



Forum with Ariana Proehl 

Imagining a Shorter Work Week 

Imagine if your company announced that it was piloting a shorter work week. 

You’d work 32 hours for 40 hours of pay, and it would be up to you to get 

your work done in less time. With those free hours, maybe you could take a 

day off each week, or start the workday at 11, after exercising or taking 

your child to school. The French have tried working fewer hours. Some Spanish 

companies plan to pilot a 32 hour week, with financial help from the Spanish 

government. But could this be something adopted by U.S. companies, where 

working long hours is often expected? We discuss the idea of a shorter work 

week, what might change for employees and if it would be bad for business. 

Public Affairs. 5/4/21 9:00 am; <59:00min>.  

 

 

Marketplace 

(repeats at 6:30pm) 

New Leaf, New Job 

Workers are leaving their jobs at historic rates. But what happens after they 

quit? Stories from people who turned over a new leaf during the pandemic. 

Public Affairs. 6/30/21 4:00 pm; <29:00min>. 

 

Here & Now 

Consider Quitting 

Many Americans are quitting their jobs as companies call workers back to the 

office. What to consider before you quit. That story, along with the latest 

from the search operations at the collapsed building in Florida. Public 

Affairs. 6/28/21 11:00 am; <59:00min>. 

 

The Takeaway 

Air Travel 

Earlier this month, TSA airport security screenings went above two million 

people per day for the first time since March of 2020. The news indicates 

that domestic air travel is getting closer to pre-pandemic levels, although 

the current levels are still well below what we saw in the summer of 2019. 

Mixed in with this relatively good news is a much more mixed picture for 

airlines and their employees. Staffing shortages, due in part to extensive 

buyouts that airlines offered to employees earlier in the pandemic, are 

presenting a hurdle to accommodating the increased demand. And flight 

attendants are reporting a spike in unruly behavior among passengers, often 

related to refusals to wear masks. The Takeaway speaks with airline reporter 

Leslie Josephs about the current state of the industry. Public Affairs. 

6/24/21 1:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

 

2.  POVERTY, HOUSING & HOMELESSNESS 

 

Here & Now (hour two) 

Funeral Costs 

The latest news, and whether the federal government covering some of the 

funeral costs for people who died of COVID-19 is enough financial help for 

families in debt. Public Affairs. 4/16/21 12:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Forum with Katie Orr 

Experiment with Sanctioned Homeless Camps Goes Well in Santa Rosa 

Last year, in response to concerns about the spread of COVID-19 among 

unhoused people, officials in Santa Rosa created a sanctioned encampment in 

the parking lot of a local community center. Those living at the site 

reported feeling safer and having better access to services, and neighborhood 

residents who initially opposed the idea came to view the program positively. 

Elsewhere in the state, San Francisco set up “Safe Sleeping Sites” last May, 

and Sacramento recently created two “Safe Ground” sites, with one being for 

people living in cars and RVs. The idea is being floated in Los Angeles, as 

well, after police and protestors clashed over the clearing of an encampment 

at Echo Park last month. We’ll talk about Santa Rosa’s experiment in 

addressing homelessness and how other cities in California are implementing 

or thinking about sanctioned encampments. Public Affairs. 4/15/21 10:00 am; 

<59:00min>. 

 

The Takeaway 

Excluded Workers Fund 

Last week, lawmakers in New York approved $2.1 billion as part of an 

“excluded workers fund” to provide direct payments to undocumented immigrants 

and workers who weren’t eligible to receive the federal stimulus. The 

Takeaway looks at the new fund, what it will mean for undocumented people in 

the state and whether it could lead to other states doing the same. Public 

Affairs. 4/13/21 1:00 pm; <59:00min>. 

 

Morning Edition 

‘Guaranteed Income’ 

The idea of giving Americans cash without conditions once seemed radical. But 

the pandemic has helped change that. As the spotlight on inequality pushes 

the concept of “guaranteed income” into the mainstream, an economic 

experiment grows across the U.S. Public Affairs. 5/7/21 2:00 am; <59:00min>.  

 

Forum with Katie Orr 

(10am repeats for now) 

Equity Concerns Fuel CPUC Debate on State Solar Rules 

The California Public Utilities Commission is debating potential updates to 

its rooftop solar program to address customer complaints about equity in 

billing. California’s Net Energy Metering subsidy program, which credits 

solar panel-owning customers when their systems generate excess electricity, 

has been contributing to higher electric bills across the state. The “cost-

shift” element places an unfair financial burden on customers without solar 

panels, shifting the ongoing costs for overall maintenance of the state’s 

electric grid to them. Advocates for reform want customers with solar panels 

to pay their fair share of system maintenance, while others worry a rule 

change would decrease incentives to go solar, impacting the state’s clean 

energy efforts. We’ll discuss the ways California’s solar rules could be 

reformed and what potential changes could mean for solar energy in the state. 

Public Affairs. 5/10/21 10:00 am; <39:00min>. 

 

Here & Now 

Skid Row Ruling 

Here & Now visits Skid Row in Los Angeles on the heels of a federal ruling 

that the city has to house all the people who live there. That story, and all 

the news you need to know. Public Affairs. 5/10/21 11:00 am; <59:00min>.  

 

 

 



Forum with Alexis Madrigal  

How 3 Decades of Increased Segregation in the Bay Area is Hurting Communities 

of Color 

More than a half-century after the Fair Housing Act made housing 

discrimination illegal, segregation in residential communities is not only 

prevalent, but on the rise. More than 80% of metropolitan regions in the U.S. 

have become more segregated since 1990, and many Bay Area cities are among 

them, according to a report released this week from UC Berkeley’s Othering 

and Belonging Institute. Housing segregation can affect income, health and 

educational opportunities, particularly for people of color. We’ll talk about 

the impacts of segregation in the Bay Area, which cities have become more or 

less segregated in the past few decades and why. Public Affairs. 6/24/21 9:00 

am; <59:00min>.  

 

Forum with Mina Kim 

California Renters Face Uncertainty as Eviction Protections Near Expiration 

For more than a year, thousands of renters in California have been able to 

stave off evictions thanks to a state moratorium. But that moratorium is set 

to expire at the end of June unless state lawmakers grant an extension. 

Meanwhile, more than 900,000 households are behind on paying rent, according 

to the National Equity Atlas. So far, government programs aimed at helping 

renters have only reached a small fraction of eligible tenants. We talk about 

the prospects of extending eviction protections and the impacts on renters if 

the moratorium ends this month. Public Affairs. 6/16/21 10:00 pm; <29:00min>.  

 

Forum with Scott Shafer 

Project Homekey: The Silver Bullet to Create More Housing for the Homeless? 

As part of his $12 billion, two-year plan to address homelessness, Gov. 

Newsom initially earmarked $7 billion to be used for a variety of measures, 

including Project Homekey, a state-sponsored program that buys existing 

motels, hotels and office buildings to convert them into housing. Housing 

advocates say this is a game changer that could create 43,000 units of 

housing that would help alleviate the suffering of the 161,000 people in 

California without a home. But some experts say it’s unlikely to be 

sufficient, as the state’s homeless population grows due to unemployment from 

the pandemic and the looming end of the statewide eviction moratorium. We’ll 

talk about how Homekey works, who it serves and whether this ambitious 

program is a sustainable solution for what has been an intractable problem. 

Public Affairs. 6/9/21 9:00 am; <59:00min>. 

 

 

3.  SCHOOLS, EDUCATION, CHILDREN 

 

Latino USA 

Birth Control in Times of Crisis 

Latino USA follows Ecsibel Henriquez as she gives birth to her second unplanned 

child in Colombia, and looks at how something seemingly “small” and often 

overlooked – like the lack of contraceptives – can have big and long-lasting 

consequences for women, in the U.S. and abroad. Public Affairs. 4/11/21 6:00 pm; 

<59:00min>. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



It’s Been a Minute with Sam Sanders 

Family Separation History 

Separating families at the border didn't start with the Trump administration. In 

fact, the U.S. has actually been doing it, in some form or another, for a long 

time. But what's happened to those families since? And what's going on now that 

President Biden is in charge? The human cost of family separation — on It’s Been 

a Minute. Public Affairs. 4/10/21 10:00 am; <59:00min>.  

 

Forum with Mina Kim 

After a Year of Virtual Education, How Do Students Best Move Forward? 

As students prepare to return to classrooms, schools are looking to tutoring, 

extended school days and reimagined standards to address gaps caused by distance 

learning. Students from low-income families and English learners were among 

those least able to consistently log in to virtual school over the past year. 

President Biden’s latest COVID relief bill includes funds set aside for learning 

loss, and in March, California Gov. Gavin Newsom allocated $4.6 billion for 

summer school and additional instruction time. Yet some are critical of the 

concept of “learning loss,” claiming deficit mindsets negate all that students 

did learn over the past year and fail to prioritize students’ socio-emotional 

well-being. We’ll talk about the best approaches for schools, teachers, parents 

and students moving back to in-person education after a year online. Public 

Affairs. 4/8/21 10:00 am; <59:00min>.  

 

Forum with Katie Orr 

How to Support Your Young Child’s Transition to More Social Interaction 

As more people get vaccinated and the state opens up, concerns over how to re-

enter the social world are front and center. This is particularly true for 

babies born during the pandemic and toddlers who may have not learned usual 

socialization skills in the past year. We’ll talk to a pediatrician about what 

we should expect from kids that young, what you should and shouldn't worry about 

when it comes to your child’s social behavior and whether some kids are more at 

risk from lack of socialization opportunities. Public Affairs. 5/10/21 10:40 pm; 

<19:00min>. 

 

The New Yorker Radio Hour 

Segregated Schools 

By many accounts, American schools are as segregated today as they were in the 

1960s, in the years after Brown v. Board of Education. WNYC’s podcast “The 

United States of Anxiety” chronicled the efforts of one small school district in 

California, Sausalito Marin City Schools, to desegregate. Fifty years after 

parents and educators there first attempted integration, the state’s attorney 

general found that the district “knowingly and intentionally” maintained a 

segregated system, violating the equal-protection clause of the Constitution. 

The district’s older public school, which served mostly Black and Latino 

students, was underfunded and suffered neglect; a well-appointed new charter 

school, meanwhile, enrolled virtually all the white children in the district. 

The reporter Marianne McCune explored how one community overcame decades of 

distrust to finally integrate. Public Affairs. 5/23/21 12:00 pm; <19:00min>.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Forum with Mina Kim 

Remembering Eric Carle, Author of ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and Scores of 

Children’s Books 

On the 50th anniversary of his best-selling 1969 children’s book “The Very 

Hungry Caterpillar,” Eric Carle summarized its message as: “You, little 

insignificant caterpillar, can grow up into a beautiful butterfly and fly into 

the world with your talent.” Carle passed away Sunday at the age of 91. He first 

utilized his distinct collage style when he illustrated Bill Martin Jr.’s 1967 

“Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?” Since then, Carle wrote and 

illustrated more than 70 children’s books which have collectively sold upwards 

of 170 million copies worldwide. We’ll discuss the artwork and legacy of Eric 

Carle, and we want to hear your memories of reading his books as a child, or 

with your own children. Public Affairs. 5/28/21 10:40 am; <19:00min>.  

 

Our Body Politic 

(repeats at 1am) 

Real Talk on Parenting During the Pandemic 

Farai Chideya welcomes the co-hosts of The Double Shift podcast on Sippin’ the 

Political Tea to talk about the impact the pandemic had on moms’ mental health, 

and how they can begin to recover. New York Times Opinion columnist Jamelle 

Bouie shares his views on the latest voting rights legislation, and why he 

decided to take full parental leave this year for the birth of his second child. 

Dr. Miguelina Germán, a child behavioral health specialist, gives an overview of 

how children have fared this past year, and what we have to look forward to with 

schools reopening. And camp counselor and Black Outside director Angelica Holmes 

shares her personal and professional experience with the benefits of outdoor 

activities for Black girls. Public Affairs. 6/12/21 6:00 pm; <59:00min>. 

 

1A Plus 

Teaching Race and History in America's Schools 

The latest culture war is playing out in the American classroom. Several states 

including Idaho, Tennessee and Oklahoma have banned teaching Critical Race 

Theory, an academic pursuit examining how race intersects with history. Many may 

not know the fundamentals of the theory, but the decades-old concept was pushed 

into the public consciousness by former President Donald Trump last year. Now, 

the theory is the subject of debate. Republican-led state legislatures argue 

it's anti-American and sows division. But opponents of the bans say people 

misunderstand the theory's framework. What exactly is Critical Race Theory? And 

what's the right way to teach America's complicated racial history? Public 

Affairs. 6/8/21 9:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

The California Report Magazine 

(repeats at 6:30 pm) 

#MeToo in High School 

When most schools across California shut down last year, teenagers were stuck at 

home. For some, that meant months alone to reflect on experiences of trauma in 

high school. But they didn’t all keep that pain to themselves. Instead, hundreds 

of young people turned to social media to share their stories. KQED’s Holly J. 

McDede talks to students in Los Gatos and San Diego about what it's been like 

pushing for change on campus during distance learning. Public Affairs. 6/4/21 

4:30 pm; <29:00min>. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4.  GOVERNMENT, THE POLITICAL PROCESS, THE MILITARY 

 

The Takeaway 

Arkansas’ Anti-Trans Legislation 

The Arkansas General Assembly doubled down on an anti-trans bill this week by 

voting to override the governor’s veto. The bill makes Arkansas the first state 

in the nation to outlaw gender-affirming treatment for trans youth. The Takeaway 

talks about what it means for the trans community in the state and looks at 

what’s driving the uptick in anti-transgender legislation nationally. Public 

Affairs. 4/8/21 1:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

KQED Specials 

Gov Newsom on Coronavirus Pandemic 

KQED carries live coverage of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s press conference addressing 

California's response to the coronavirus pandemic. Public Affairs. 4/6/21 11:00 

am; <59:00min>. 

 

World Affairs 

(repeats at 1am) 

20 Years in Afghanistan: Was it Worth it? 

U.S. military forces have occupied Afghanistan for almost 20 years and now, 

President Biden says it’s time to end the war. But Afghanistan is still fragile, 

and the Taliban is more powerful now than it has been in years. In February 

2020, the Trump administration signed a historic peace agreement with the 

Taliban, requiring them to renounce attacks on American forces and allies, and 

the U.S. agreed to withdraw its troops, but the Afghan government wasn’t 

included in the negotiation – and Afghan civilians continue to be targeted by 

the Taliban. Biden says the U.S. accomplished its goal of degrading Al Qaeda to 

the point that it cannot not use the country as an operations base again. But 

it’s possible Afghanistan could devolve into a civil war if the right decisions 

aren’t made. World Affairs looks at the legacy of America’s longest war – and 

what’s at stake as the U.S. brings its troops home. Public Affairs. 4/26/21 8:00 

pm; <59:00min>. 

 

Political Breakdown 

Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon 

As California Democrats look to lead the state out of the pandemic and beat back 

a recall of the governor, they find themselves with a huge budget surplus. Will 

more money mean more problems? We’ll ask Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon. Public 

Affairs. 5/13/21 6:30 pm; <29:00min>.  

 

Political Breakdown 

Secretary of Energy Jennifer Granholm 

She was the first woman to serve as governor of Michigan. Now, Jennifer Granholm 

is secretary of energy. We’ll talk with the former UC Berkeley professor about 

obstacles to a full court press on climate change, and how to overcome 

resistance to phasing out fossil fuels. Join KQED’s Marisa Lagos and Scott 

Shafer for the next Political Breakdown. Public Affairs. 5/27/21 6:30 pm; 

<29:00min>. 

 

The World 

Leaving Afghanistan  

The U.S. military is getting ready to pull out of Afghanistan. But Afghans who 

helped the U.S. there are now vulnerable to retribution. Some Americans are 

trying to help these Afghans find safety in the U.S. But there's more to be 

done. Public Affairs. 5/20/21 2:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 



Forum with Mina Kim 

Legal Experts Assess the Supreme Court's Term (So Far) 

As the Supreme Court's term nears a close, we analyze some of the significant 

opinions released so far, which span religious liberty and free speech 

questions, the rights of union organizers and the Affordable Care Act. We'll 

also look at what's at stake in two Arizona voting rights cases awaiting a 

decision, and how the Court's 6-3 conservative majority is influencing its 

jurisprudence. Public Affairs. 6/29/21 10:00 am; <59:00min>.  

 

Forum with Mina Kim 

(10am repeats for now) 

‘Preventable’ Lays Bare Disasters of Early Federal COVID Response 

Former Obama administration official Andy Slavitt was one of the few outside 

health experts regularly talking to the Trump White House during the pandemic's 

first year, bearing witness to what he calls "missed opportunities, willful 

neglect and indifference and denial from our president." During that time, as 

COVID-19 deaths skyrocketed, Slavitt began publicly documenting what he saw, and 

those observations form the basis of his new book "Preventable: The Inside Story 

of How Leadership Failures, Politics and Selfishness Doomed the U.S. Coronavirus 

Response." We'll talk to Slavitt about what could and should have been done to 

prevent such massive loss of life, and what governments still need to do to 

effectively contain the coronavirus. Public Affairs. 6/17/21 10:00 am; 

<59:00min>.  

 

Science Friday (hour one) 

Anthony Fauci Reflects on Fighting AIDS 

It’s been 40 years since the first CDC report on AIDS. While HIV is no longer a 

death sentence, for many years it baffled scientists and rocked communities. Dr. 

Anthony Fauci reflects on the illness he spent so much time on before COVID-19. 

Plus, decoding the genetic history of the modern watermelon. Public Affairs. 

6/4/21 11:00 am; <59:00min>.  

 

 

5.  POLICE, LAW ENFORCEMENT, CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

 

Morning Edition 

Private Prisons 

Privately run prisons were profiting during the Trump administration because 

of all the undocumented immigrants being put there. President Biden wants to 

phase those prisons out. But a lot of the facilities have found ways to keep 

doing business. The debate over detention. Public Affairs. 4/20/21 2:00 am; 

<59:00min>. 

 

Forum with Scott Shafer 

Could Chauvin Guilty Verdict Spur Police Departments To Reform? 

Supporters of police reform are expressing relief at the guilty verdicts on 

all counts in the trial of former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin 

Tuesday.  They say it’s a big first step toward holding law enforcement 

accountable for use of excessive force. But how are the verdicts being 

interpreted by police officers, chiefs and unions, some of whom have resisted 

or blocked efforts to reform law enforcement? We’ll talk with San Francisco 

Police Chief Bill Scott – whose union supports certain reforms – and police 

department critics, to hear their take on the verdicts and what they may mean 

for real change. Public Affairs. 4/21/21 9:00 am; <59:00min>. 

 

 

 



Forum with Mina Kim 

(10am repeats for now) 

Nation Reacts to Guilty Verdict in George Floyd Killing 

After three weeks of often wrenching testimony, a Minneapolis jury on Tuesday 

found police officer Derek Chauvin guilty of murder and manslaughter Tuesday 

in the death of George Floyd. We want to hear how you are processing the 

jury's decision, and what do you think it means for broader efforts to 

achieve racial justice and police accountability. Public Affairs. 4/21/21 

10:00 am; <59:00min>.  

 

The California Report Magazine 

(repeats at 6:30 pm) 

On Our Watch 

The California Report Magazine presents Episode 1 of On Our Watch, a new 

podcast from KQED and NPR: In the small Northern California town of Rio 

Vista, a woman named Katheryn Jenks calls 911 for help. But after the police 

arrive, she ends up injured and inside a jail cell, facing serious charges. 

That same day, California Gov. Jerry Brown signs a new law, State Senate Bill 

1421, that opens up long hidden records of police misconduct, including files 

that might change the outcome of Jenks' case. Public Affairs. 5/28/21 4:30 

pm; <29:00min>. 

 

Washington Week 

The Legacy of George Floyd 

Washington Week marks the one-year anniversary of George Floyd's murder at 

the hands of Minneapolis police with an in-depth look at racial justice and 

policing. The outrage over Floyd's death quickly spread from the streets of 

Minneapolis to across the globe and reinvigorated the Black Lives Matter 

movement. There have been so many pivotal events since those initial protests 

from the use of force against peaceful protesters, to the conviction of 

former police officer Derek Chauvin for Floyd's murder and President Joe 

Biden's promises to address systemic racism in the United States. Public 

Affairs. 5/29/21 4:30 am; <29:00min>.  

 

Morning Edition 

Reforming the Police 

An activist in Rochester, New York, says she tried to reform the local 

police. When police pushed back, she ran for office – with a bigger plan. One 

city’s fight over policing. Public Affairs. 5/3/21 2:00 am; <59:00min>. 

 

Fresh Air 

‘The Second’  

Historian Carol Anderson is the author of the new book “The Second: Race and 

Guns in a Fatally Unequal America.” She argues that sharp racial distinctions 

in Americans’ treatment of gun ownership go back to the founding of the 

republic. The language of the Second Amendment itself, she writes, was 

crafted to ensure slave owners could quickly crush any rebellion or 

resistance from those they’d enslaved. Carol Anderson is the Charles Howard 

Candler Professor and chair of African Studies at Emory University. Her 

previous books include the best-seller “White Rage,” and the 2018 book “One 

Person, No Vote: How Voter Suppression is Destroying Our Democracy.” Public 

Affairs. 6/2/21 7:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

 

 

 

 



Our Body Politic 

(repeats at 1am) 

How the Military is Tackling Sexual Assault and Extremism 

Farai Chideya talks with retired Major General Linda Singh of the Maryland 

National Guard about her experience handling sexual assault cases in the 

military, and why she wants to hold the institution’s leaders accountable. 

Military Times bureau chief Meghann Myers explains why the military is having 

trouble tackling another pressing issue: extremism within its ranks. 

Journalist Geraldine Moriba shares her exploration of what constitutes 

extremism, and how it manifests in the false “Lost Cause” narrative about the 

Confederacy. And Farai talks with Our Body Politic legal analyst Tiffany 

Jeffers and Slate’s health and race reporter Julia Craven on a Sippin’ the 

Political Tea roundtable focused on new Supreme Court rulings. Public 

Affairs. 6/26/21 6:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

The Takeaway 

President Biden’s Crime Messaging 

President Biden laid out his plans Wednesday for addressing the nationwide 

rise in violent crime and homicides. Key among them were calls for stricter 

gun laws and restrictions, including some measures that the Bureau of 

Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives can enforce without new 

legislation. But the president also directed cities to use money from the 

American Rescue Plan to support police departments, a move that puts him at 

odds with progressive Democrats who want less funding for police, and to see 

that money diverted to social services. The Takeaway speaks with two guests 

about the president’s messaging on crime and whether these policies are the 

right approach. Public Affairs. 6/25/21 1:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

 

6.  THE ECONOMY, TAXES, GROWTH 

 

Forum with Mina Kim 

What are NFTs (and Why Should We Care)? 

The non-fungible token (NFT) craze, which took off in 2020, appears to 

continue unabated. NFTs are digital "certificates of authenticity" that 

attach to creations like songs, photos and sports clips, and they can command 

hefty prices. An NFT of digital artist Beeple's work brought in $69 million 

at auction last month, and other NFTs are being sold for similarly eyebrow-

raising sums. And demand for NFTs is showing no sign of declining, despite 

what law professor Jonathan Zittrain in a recent Atlantic piece calls "their 

abstraction, their seemingly arbitrary valuation, and ... the paltriness of 

the privileges they convey to their owners." We talk to Zittrain about the 

future of NFTs. Public Affairs. 4/20/21 10:00 am; <29:00min>.  

 

TED Radio Hour 

A Century of Money 

Recessions, depressions, bubbles and blue skies — our economy has a history 

of soaring and plummeting. TED speakers look to the past for lessons on 

building a more stable financial future. Public Affairs. 4/18/21 3:00 pm; 

<59:00min>. 

 

How I Built This 

Kodiak Cakes: Joel Clark 

Joel Clark struggled for years to make his pancake mix a success. But he 

stuck with it, and today, Kodiak Cakes is one of the best-selling pancake 

mixes in the country. Public Affairs. 4/18/21 9:30 pm; <29:00min>. 

 



Marketplace 

(repeats at 6:30pm) 

Changing Jobs 

The pandemic has many people re-evaluating their lives, and whether they’re 

truly happy with their jobs. Why the past year has driven one in five workers 

to change their line of work. Public Affairs. 5/4/21 <29:00min>.  

 

All Things Considered 

Utah Tech, Culture  

Utah's tech sector is growing, but the industry says the state has a 

reputation that makes it hard to attract workers. So it's lobbying state 

lawmakers to push socially inclusive legislation. Public Affairs. 5/4/21 

<59:00min>. 

 

Forum with Ariana Proehl 

As Pandemic Alters American Job Market, More Young People Take on the Side 

Hustle Economy 

When the COVID-19 pandemic came into full force in 2020, the American job 

market was hit hard. With many losing their existing jobs, and young 

Millennials and Gen Z entering a shaky job market, working multiple jobs 

became a financial necessity. Census data shows that the number of Americans 

juggling multiple jobs is steadily rising. E-commerce websites like Etsy had 

a 42 percent growth in new sellers compared to previous years. We discuss the 

increase of side gigs and how some young people have had to jungle their full 

time jobs with side hustles, monetizing creative hobbies like cooking and 

jewelry making to earn extra income. Have you had to come up with a pandemic 

side hustle? Public Affairs. 5/5/21 9:30 am; <29:00min>. 

 

Marketplace 

Federal Relief 

Many restaurants rely on government help. But what happens when that’s not 

enough? The story of one bar owner whose future depends on his federal relief 

app. Public Affairs. 6/24/21 4:00 pm; <29:00min>.  

 

Marketplace 

(repeats at 6:30pm) 

GDP Growth 

The U.S. economy started the year with a bang, but will it continue? A look 

at how GDP growth might shape up this fall. Public Affairs. 6/23/21 4:00 pm; 

<29:00min>.  

 

Freakonomics Radio 

(repeats at 2am) 

Work-From-Home Experiment 

Millions of Americans have been working remotely for well over a year. 

Freakonomics Radio explores the productivity benefits — and downsides — of 

this great, work-from-home experiment. Public Affairs. 6/19/21 3:00 pm; 

<59:00min>.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7.  INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, IMMIGRATION  

 

The California Report Magazine 

I Lost My Brother to a COVID Outbreak in San Quentin. But His Legacy Lives On 

California has reached a grim milestone: more than 60,000 deaths from COVID. 

So many of the people we’ve lost were essential workers or elders from 

vulnerable communities. We’ve been asking our listeners to tell us about 

loved ones they’ve lost. This week, we bring you the first in a series of 

stories to remember them. Eric Warner died of COVID in San Quentin Prison at 

age 57. He was born and raised in San Francisco, the son of Filipino 

immigrants. He was a barber, a boxer and also a beloved brother. Eric’s older 

brother Hank brings us this tribute. Public Affairs. 4/16/21 4:30 pm; 

<29:00min>. 

 

1A Plus 

The News Roundup: International 

President Joe Biden called Russian President Vladimir Putin and voiced 

concerns over the sudden Russian military build-up in the occupied Crimean 

peninsula and on Ukraine's borders. And the U.S. announced sanctions on 

Russia over the recent SolarWinds hack and election interference. John Kerry, 

the special presidential envoy for climate, is now the highest-ranking Biden 

administration official to visit China, ostensibly to discuss the issue of 

climate change. Kerry's meetings come just ahead of the White House climate 

summit beginning on April 22. And despite official reports confirming its 

benefits, Denmark has become the first European country to cease using the 

AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine completely over rare side effects causing blood 

clots in some vaccinated patients. 1A covers the biggest stories from around 

the globe on the news roundup. Public Affairs. 4/16/21 9:00 pm; <59:00min>. 

 

World Affairs 

(repeats at 1am) 

Vaccine Alliance 

If you live in the United States, there’s a good chance you’ve already been 

vaccinated, or at least have an appointment booked. But people who live in 

poorer nations aren’t so lucky. The U.S. recently joined COVAX, a global 

initiative aimed at creating equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines around the 

world. Anuradha Gupta, deputy CEO of Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, explains why 

vaccinating people in every country in the world is not only the right thing 

to do, but if we don’t do it, COVID-19 could mutate enough to make all our 

vaccines less effective. Then, Pakistani Senator Ayesha Raza Farooq talks 

about how to combat vaccine hesitancy, something she worked on during a polio 

outbreak in 2013. Farooq found that by talking to families about the vaccines 

in their own language and introducing them to victims of the disease, she was 

able to overcome vaccine hesitancy in Pakistan. Can these methods be used 

with COVID-19? Public Affairs. 4/19/21 8:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

Forum with Farida Jhabvala Romero 

Asylum at the US Border Under the Biden Administration 

President Joe Biden promised a more humane and welcoming approach to asylum 

seekers, yet many Trump administration policies that limited people’s ability 

to ask for asylum remain. We get an update on the humanitarian crisis for 

thousands of migrants and asylum seekers who are still waiting at the U.S.-

Mexico border and talk about the Biden administration’s handling of the issue 

so far. Public Affairs. 5/6/21 9:00 am; <59:00min>.  

 

 

 



The World 

The Proposal to Waive Vaccine Patents, Up Close 

In October, South Africa and India jointly proposed to the WTO that all 

patents for COVID-19 products be lifted for the duration of the pandemic. The 

idea was to fast track and free up manufacturers around the globe to 

mobilize, and scale up urgently needed vaccines. Many in the vaccine industry 

warn that a waiver does not actually address the underlying problems of 

vaccine shortages, and may even undermine it. Yesterday, in a massive shift, 

the United States announced it would support the waiver efforts and engage in 

negotiations over the specifics. Host Marco Werman speaks with Mustakeem De 

Gama about the developments. De Gama is a representative from South Africa to 

the WTO, and first introduced the waiver to the council. Public Affairs. 

5/6/21 2:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

Inside Europe   

Boris Johnson Residence Investigation 

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson has denied wrongdoing, after allegations 

that he allowed a party donor to pay tens of thousands of pounds toward the 

refurbishment of his official residence. The U.K.'s Electoral Commission has 

opened an investigation, saying it had grounds to suspect an offence had been 

committed. Lucy Taylor reports from the U.K. Public Affairs. 5/8/21 3:00 am; 

<59:00min>.  

 

Washington Week 

President Biden on the World Stage 

President Joe Biden is back in Washington after Wednesday’s historic summit 

with Russian President Vladimir Putin. Biden pressed Putin on a range of 

issues, including recent ransomware cyberattacks, Russian interference in 

U.S. elections, human rights violations and Ukraine’s sovereignty. While 

there were no immediate major policy agreements from the summit, the two 

countries did agree to return their ambassadors to each other’s capitals. 

What did we learn from this week’s summit about the Biden foreign policy 

doctrine? And where does the U.S. relationship with Russia and European 

allies go from here? Public Affairs. 6/19/21 4:30 am; <29:00min>.  

 

Inside Europe   

‘Sea Snot’ Disaster 

An assessment of President Biden's weeklong visit to Europe. Germany's 

domestic intelligence says the lockdown has spurred extremism. A Greek party 

island deploys drones to spot tourists breaking safety protocols. A slimy 

mass of “sea snot” off Turkey threatens an ecological disaster. Hungary's 

parliament passes an anti-LGBT law. Public Affairs. 6/19/21 3:00 am; 

<59:00min>.  

 

Special Coverage 

President Biden in Europe 

Presidents Biden and Putin have their first summit in Geneva Wednesday. Biden 

is then expected to hold a solo press conference. KQED will bring you live 

NPR News coverage of that press conference. Public Affairs. 6/16/21 9:00 am; 

<118:00min>. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8.  ENVIRONMENT, SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY 

 

Forum with Brian Watt 

California Increases Wildfire Budget, But Is It Enough? 

California is adding $536 million to the budget for wildfire prevention. The 

money will go toward efforts including forest and vegetation management and 

the retrofitting and fireproofing of homes.  As the state enters a second 

year of drought following 2020’s record number of acres burned, some experts 

are raising concerns that the state isn’t going far enough to avoid a crisis. 

We'll hear about efforts underway to prevent another catastrophic wildfire 

season. Public Affairs. 4/19/21 9:00 am; <39:00min>. 

 

Tech Nation 

Adult Stem Cells 

We’re talking about adult stem cells – that’s right. The ones that are in 

your body right now. And with that as a lead-off, we’ll go further to talk 

about treating spinal cord injury, ovarian cancer, melanoma, glioblastoma – 

and would you believe it? A very different kind of vaccine for COVID-19. This 

COVID vaccine is not only original it’s designed to be affordable for 

economically disadvantaged countries. It all starts with one man: former UC 

Irvine professor Dr. Hans Keirstead, the chairman and CEO of Aivita 

Biomedical. Public Affairs. 4/18/21 10:00 pm; <59:00min>. 

 

Commonwealth Club 

(repeats at 1am) 

Cosmos 

The Commonwealth Club thinks big. Very big. The biggest, in fact, by 

exploring questions of the cosmos and the laws that bind everything together 

with Dr. Chanda Prescod-Weinstein and Dr. Michio Kaku. Public Affairs. 

4/29/21 8:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

The World 

Small Town Fights to Preserve Dying Forest Language 

Language is about more than just words. Between the letters lies traditions 

and cultures that go back thousands of years. One town in Sweden knows this 

well… and is working to preserve their language called Elfdalian. The World’s 

Bianca Hillier has the story. Public Affairs. 5/5/21 2:00 pm; <59:00min>. 

 

Tech Nation 

‘Living in Data’ 

Moira Gunn speaks with Jer Thorp. The former data artist in residence at the 

New York Times talks about his book “Living in Data: A Citizen’s Guide to a 

Better Information Future.” Then, Joe Hernandez, founder and CEO of Blue 

Water Vaccines, tells us about their quest for a universal flu vaccine. Even 

more unusual? Along the way, they also found a Dodo bird. Public Affairs. 

5/9/21 10:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

Science Friday (hour two)  

(repeats at 1am) 

Baseball Physics 

The ransomware attack on the Colonial Pipeline points to gaps in our 

cybersecurity. Join Science Friday for a conversation about how computer 

security has been underserved for decades, and what businesses can do to 

lower their risks. Plus, the launch angle revolution in baseball, and a trial 

of opioid distributors. Public Affairs. 5/21/21 8:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

 



City Arts & Lectures 

(repeats at 1am) 

Stress + Resilience: Elissa Epel & Dacher Keltner 

Elissa Epel, Ph.D, is a professor and vice chair in the Department of 

Psychiatry at UCSF. Her research aims to elucidate mechanisms of healthy 

aging, and to use this science to help vulnerable populations. She studies 

psychological, social and behavioral processes related to chronic 

psychological stress that accelerate biological aging, with a focus on 

overeating and metabolism. She is also the co-author of “The Telomere Effect: 

The New Science of Living Younger Longer.” Dacher Keltner is a professor of 

Psychology at UC Berkeley and faculty director of the Greater Good Science 

Center. His research focuses on the biological and evolutionary origins of 

compassion, awe, love, beauty and humility, as well as power, social class 

and inequality. He has also consulted for Apple, Pinterest, Google, the 

Sierra Club, and served as a scientific consultant for Pixar’s “Inside Out” 

and for the Center for Constitutional Rights in its work to outlaw solitary 

confinement. Public Affairs. 6/15/21 8:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

Reveal 

Emission Control 

If we want to quickly combat climate change, we need to deal with “the other” 

greenhouse gas: methane. Methane leaks are heating up the planet and harming 

people who live where gas drilling takes place. Public Affairs. 6/12/21 4:00 

pm; <59:00min>.  

 

Tech Nation 

COVID Diet 

What do Jeff Bezos, Elon Musk and Richard Branson have in common? They’ve all 

started spaceflight companies. Tech Nation speaks with New Yorker writer 

Nicholas Schmidle, author of “Test Gods: Virgin Galactic and the Making of a 

Modern Astronaut.” Then, 40% of Americans report that they have gained weight 

since the COVID pandemic began. Excerpts from a past interview with Dr. 

Sandra Aamodt, the former editor-in-chief of Nature Neuroscience. Her TED 

Talk “Why Dieting Doesn’t Usually Work” has received over 4 million views. 

Public Affairs. 6/13/21 10:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

 

 

9.  HEALTH & HEALTHCARE 

 

Forum with Priya Clemens 

New San Francisco Behavioral Health Director Dr. Hillary Kunins on Overdose 

Deaths 

An estimated two people die of drug overdoses every day in San Francisco. The 

deaths show no signs of letting up: 713 people died of overdoses last year 

and there have been more than 200 deaths in the first quarter of this year. 

The pandemic has only aggravated the crisis, as individuals needing help are 

isolated from their communities and services. Addiction medicine physician 

Dr. Hillary Kunins is San Francisco's new director of Behavioral Health 

Services. She joins us to discuss the city's overdose death crisis and lay 

out her approach to serving the city's residents with substance abuse and 

mental health needs. Public Affairs. 4/29/21 9:00 am; <39:00min>. 

 

 

 

 

 



Forum with Priya Clemens 

The Bay Area Prepares to Relax Outdoor Mask Mandate for Fully Vaccinated 

People 

This week, state officials said they are “moving to align” with new 

guidelines issued by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, relaxing 

the mask mandate for people who are fully vaccinated against COVID-19. The 

new guidance from the CDC says that fully vaccinated people don't need to 

wear a mask for most outdoor recreation, like walking, running or biking, 

except in certain crowded settings. The agency also says if everyone indoors 

is fully vaccinated, they do not need to mask. California has administered 

more than 29 million COVID shots and at least 37% of eligible people are 

fully vaccinated. In spite of these gains, the state is still urging caution 

and the mask mandate will remain in place for now. All nine Bay Area counties 

have said they plan to align with the state once state health officials 

announce that it is safe to do so. Public Affairs. 4/29/21 9:40 am; 

<19:00min>. 

 

The California Report Magazine 

‘I Have Nothing Left’: One Year In, COVID’s Toll on Doctors, Hospitals 

It’s one thing to write about COVID from home. It's another to see it, to 

hear it. KQED health correspondent April Dembosky and science reporter Lesley 

McClurg go inside two hospitals near Sacramento: Lesley shadowed doctors in 

the intensive care unit, and April spent time in the ER. One year into the 

pandemic, it was clear these clinicians were not celebrating any 

anniversaries. They’ve seen too much. Too much has changed. For them, there 

is no post-COVID world. We hear about the little ways, the big ways, and the 

surprising ways COVID has changed the way doctors do their jobs. Public 

Affairs. 4/2/21 6:30 pm; <29:00min>. 

 

Fresh Air 

Pandemic in India 

The CDC has loosened its COVID-19 guidelines for vaccinated people, but in 

India the epidemic is rampaging across the country. New York Times reporter 

Jeffrey Gettleman joins Fresh Air from New Delhi, where he says sickness and 

death are everywhere. He’s reported from war zones, was kidnapped in Iraq but 

finds this unsettling in a different way. Public Affairs. 5/20/21 7:00 pm; 

<59:00min>.  

 

Forum with Lily Jamali 

'Empire of Pain' Traces Wave of Addiction from Family's Fortune 

Nearly half a million Americans died from opioid abuse between 1999 and 2019 

and one family’s name has become synonymous with that crisis. The Sackler 

family, which owns Purdue Pharma, built its wealth promoting the blockbuster 

addictive painkiller OxyContin. The family and the company continue to face 

civil litigation for their alleged role in helping ignite the opioid 

addiction epidemic. Journalist Patrick Radden Keefe joins us to talk about 

his new book “Empire of Pain,” which chronicles the history of the Sackler 

family and critically examines corporate ethics in the pharmaceutical 

industry. Public Affairs. 5/19/21 9:00 am; <59:00min>.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Forum with Mina Kim 

(10am repeats for now) 

Michael Lewis Portrays How Bureaucracy Hampered COVID Response in ‘The 

Premonition’ 

More than 575,000 people have died of COVID-19 in the United States as of May 

2021. Michael Lewis’ new book “The Premonition” argues that many would still 

be alive had the Centers for Disease Control and federal government responded 

promptly and forcefully in the pandemic’s early days. The book follows the 

American doctors and scientists who advocated for immediate action and charts 

the roadblocks – including bureaucratic red tape, for-profit health care and 

partisan politics – they faced. Lewis, known for his books “Moneyball” and 

“The Big Short,” joins us to discuss where our public health systems went 

wrong. Public Affairs. 5/7/21 10:00 am; <59:00min>.  

 

How I Built This 

Headspace 

A monk and a marketing consultant decide to go into business together, and 

end up creating a meditation app – worth millions. How I Built This talks 

with Andy Puddicombe and Rich Pierson, founders of Headspace. Public Affairs. 

6/13/21 9:30 pm; <29:00min>.   

 

Science Friday (hour one) 

Health Equity 

Rachel Levine, President Biden’s assistant secretary for health, joins 

Science Friday. She discusses health equity, disparities that have been 

exacerbated by the pandemic and the healthcare rights of trans youth. Plus, 

how our future with robots could be informed by our history – with animals. 

Public Affairs. 6/11/21 11:00 am; <59:00min>.  

 

Science Friday (hour two)  

(repeats at 1am) 

Alzheimer’s Drug 

The FDA gave a green light this week to the drug aducanumab for the treatment 

of Alzheimer’s disease. But it’s unclear if the costly treatment actually 

leads to improved cognition and memory in people with the disease. Plus, is 

the ancient fish the coelacanth a charismatic creature? Public Affairs. 

6/11/21 8:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

 

10. WOMEN, LGBTQ & RACE ISSUES, COMMUNITIES OF COLOR 

 

All Things Considered 

Black Asian Solidarity 

Asian Americans and Black Americans have a shared history of solidarity – a 

political alignment that's emerged in spite of the two communities' 

differences. Public Affairs. 4/2/21 5:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Takeaway 

Voting Rights 

Across the country, Republican-controlled state legislatures have introduced 

more than 250 bills that aim to restrict voting rights. President Trump and 

many of his supporters falsely claimed that widespread voter fraud is the 

reason he lost. And while those claims have been debunked by both the courts 

and Republican and Democrat election officials, Republican legislatures in 

many states have claimed election integrity is what’s motivating the 

introduction of these bills. In Georgia, a new election law recently signed 

by Gov. Brian Kemp has been accused of attempting to reduce access to the 

ballot box and hinder Black communities from turning out the vote. An elected 

official from Georgia weighs in on the new law, what it changes about voting 

and how it’s being challenged. Public Affairs. 4/2/21 1:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

Fresh Air 

Resistance Podcast 

After losing a friend shot and killed by police, and after protests followed 

by more police shootings, Saidu Tijan Thomas Jr. despaired that it wasn’t 

much use fighting anymore. Last summer, after George Floyd was killed, 

instead of protesting, he started reporting on people leading protests for 

his new podcast Resistance. Saidu Tijan Thomas Jr. joins Fresh Air. Public 

Affairs. 4/15/21 7:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

It’s Been a Minute with Sam Sanders 

‘Pose’ and Perseverance 

Actress Mj Rodriguez stars in the new season of "Pose." It's a show about the 

queer and trans people of color who founded New York's ballroom scene. 

Rodriguez says "Pose" has provided somewhat of an education to those who did 

not live through the HIV-AIDS epidemic. Mj Rodriguez on “Pose” and 

perseverance. Public Affairs. 5/8/21 10:00 am; <59:00min>.  

 

Forum with Ariana Proehl 

San Francisco Task Force Will Consider Reparations for Black Residents 

The San Francisco Board of Supervisors approved a committee on Tuesday to 

study how the city could provide reparations for its Black residents. The 15 

member African American Reparations Advisory Committee will take two years to 

come up with a plan for compensating those whose ancestors were enslaved or 

discriminated against by Jim Crow laws. Forum will discuss what reparations 

could look like for San Francisco, who could get them and what it will take 

to make it happen. Public Affairs. 5/5/21 9:00 am; <29:00min>.  

  

World Affairs  

When Your Country Doesn’t Trust You 

In the past year, reports of anti-Asian hate crimes have spiked in major 

cities. A lot of this is attributed to anti-Asian rhetoric about the 

pandemic. But the hard truth is that whenever tensions escalate between the 

United States and Asian nations overseas, Asian-Americans bear the brunt of 

that anger at home. World Affairs hear from U.S. Congressman Andy Kim about 

how the power competition between China and the U.S. creates fear and anxiety 

on the home front, which often escalates to anti-Asian rhetoric. Then, the 

stories of two scientists, Wen Ho Lee and Xiaoxing Xi. Both were racially 

profiled by the FBI — and falsely accused of spying for the Chinese 

government. Public Affairs. 5/15/21 2:00 am; <59:00min>.  

 

 

 

 



1A Plus 

Putting the B in LGBTQ 

A new Gallup poll (just in time for Pride Month) suggests that a growing 

number of adults are identifying as LGBT. One in six Gen Z adults identified 

as LGBT compared to around one in 10 millennials. The Gallup survey also 

found that more than half of LGBT adults identify as bisexual. But despite 

their numbers, bisexual people are often overlooked and are still stigmatized 

by many inside and out of the LGBT community. They are far less likely than 

gay and lesbian people to be out to the people in their lives. So why is bi 

visibility such an issue? And what are the unique struggles of those who 

identify as bisexual? Public Affairs. 6/16/21 9:00 pm; <59:00min>.  

 

The Takeaway 

Black Creators Strike on TikTok 

This month, a number of Black TikTok creators have staged a strike to call 

attention to the frequent appropriation of Black-created dances by white 

users on the app. After the release of a recent Megan Thee Stallion single, 

several Black creators put out videos calling attention to that 

appropriation, rather than making new dances to the song. The protest comes 

months after a related controversy, when white influencer Addison Rae went on 

“The Tonight Show” and performed dances primarily made by Black creators. 

White stars like Rae have used TikTok as a launch pad for endorsements and 

other lucrative opportunities that Black creators on the app are rarely 

afforded. The Takeaway speaks with Tonja Renée Stidhum from The Root about 

whether statements like the current strike have a chance to change who 

benefits financially from TikTok and viral dance crazes. Public Affairs. 

6/29/21 1:00 pm; <59:00min>.   

 

Latino USA 

You Want To Talk About Hot Cheetos? 

For many years, Richard Montañez was known as the Mexican janitor who 

invented Flamin’ Hot Cheetos. His incredible rags-to-riches story was turned 

into not one but two books and even a planned biopic directed by Eva Longoria 

set to come out some time next year. For many people in and around Los 

Angeles who knew Richard’s story, he was considered something of a folk icon. 

That is until May of this year when the Los Angeles Times published a 5,000-

plus word article titled, “The man who didn’t invent Flamin’ Hot Cheetos.” 

Public Affairs. 6/27/21 6:00 pm; <59:00min>.   

 


