
Quarterly Issues Programs List for 
WHLS, Port Huron

October 1st – December 31st, 2020

Section I Issues 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community in the fourth 
quarter of 2020:

A. Voting and election issues

B. Port Huron city government changes

C. Coronavirus prevention strategies  

D. Education during the pandemic

E. Economic development

F. Public safety

G. Internet access

H. Support for struggling families

Section II Responsive Programs

A.  Voting and election issues

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: Oct. 3-4/10-11, 2020 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12am ROS

Port Huron voters who requested absentee ballots started receiving them in the first week of October. 
Port Huron City Clerk Cyndee Jonseck says if you wish to vote by mail for the November 3rd election, 
you'll need to get that application in by October 30th. Once the application is processed and approved, 
a ballot will then be sent to you in the mail. All regular polling places will also be open between 7am 
and 8pm on Election day, Tuesday November 3rd.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: Oct. 31 – Dec. 1, 2020 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12am ROS

Tuesday November 3rd is election day and in addition to the highly contested presidential election, 
voters Tuesday will also will decide the outcome for US Senate, Congress, and State House of 
Representative races. Voters will also head to the polls to decide the make up of local city councils, 
school boards, and commissions. In St. Clair County, there are two contested commission races. 
Longtime commissioner Howard Heideman’s retirement is prompting a contest in the third district. 
Democrat Lisa Beedon, a current city councilwoman, and Republican Zachary Smith both hope to fill 
his seat. Incumbent republican Duke Dunn in the fourth district is facing a re-election challenge from 



democrat James Papineau. There’s a heated race for Drain Commissioner between Republican 
incumbent Bob Wiley and Democrat Fred Fuller. Mona Armstrong and Caryn Vanderhauvel are both 
hoping to be elected as 72nd District Court judge. In the City of Port Huron, it’s a three way race for 
Mayor and a four candidates are left vying for three city council seats. There’s also a city-wide 
proposal allowing recreational marijuana stores. If approved, it would replace a similar, more 
restrictive ordinance passed by council last month. Six candidates hope to fill three spots on the Port 
Huron school board. and it’s a five way race for two spots on the SC4 board of trustees. 
 
B. Port Huron city government changes

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: Oct. 3-4, 2020 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12am ROS

Port Huron City Council okayed a recreational marijuana ordinance Monday October 28th. Approved 
on a 4-to-2 margin, the ordinance allows up to three retailers as well as one transporter, micro-business,
and safety compliance facility. Growers, processors, and consumption lounges would not be allowed in 
the city. The ordinance will take effect October 11th of this year.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: Oct. 17-18, 2020 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12am ROS

An entire city block in Port Huron's Old Town neighborhood could become a neurology center pending
a final approval of a rezoning ordinance by Port Huron City Council.  Port Huron Mayor Pauline Repp 
says Michigan Nuerology and Spinal Center would like to convert the former First Congregational 
Church into a medical center. The property is currently zoned for multi-family residential and is bound 
by 7th, Court, Wall, and 8th Streets. A second reading and enactment of the rezoning request will take 
place at the October 26 council meeting.

A local business owner hopes to transform a former funeral home into luxury apartments. Kyle 
Schieweck is the owner of the former Smith Family Funeral Home building on 7th Street in Port 
Huron. The Port Huron Planning Commission Tuesday approved a request to rezone the property from 
central business district to multi family residential. This comes after Schieweck scaled back his original
plans for the site, from 11 units, to nine.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: Nov. 28-29/Dec. 5-6, 2020 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12am ROS

Port Huron's social district - allowing take out alcoholic beverages – has been extended. Cynthia 
Cutright from the Downtown Development Authority says purchasing a to-go beverage from your 
favorite downtown bars and restaurants could provide a needed boost to businesses currently closed to 
in person dining service. Cutright says Port Huron is currently the only city in St. Clair County that has 
taken advantage of social districts. The law allowing social districts in the State of Michigan is in effect
until 2024.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: December 26-27, 2020 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12am ROS

Port Huron's mayor reflecting on the past year and the obstacles that lie ahead in 2021. Pauline Repp 
says a challenge that lies ahead however is filling budget shortfalls due to declining income and sales 



tax revenue. Repp says this past fiscal  year's budget was balanced due to state and federal aid, and the 
city will likely need more for this coming year as well.

C. Coronavirus prevention strategies 

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: Oct. 10-11, 2020 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12am ROS

St. Clair County's Medical Health Officer says there will be no local mask mandate from the county  
health department. Dr. Annette Mercatante says she doesn't believe she has the political support to do 
her own mask mandate - much like other counties in Michigan have issued - but is instead is 
encouraging everyone to continue social distancing and mask wearing. Mercatante says she will watch 
the data and numbers, and if they increase, the Health Department will revisit the idea of issuing public 
health orders.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: Oct. 24-25, 2020 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12am ROS

As the number of coronavirus cases continues to grow locally, health officials are mulling over their 
options to mitigate the spread of the virus. St. Clair County Medical Health Officer Dr. Annette 
Mercatante says three methods could be used. Those three options, says Mercatante, are to pass more 
local health orders, enforce existing state orders, or to persuade the public to take the precautions on 
their own accord. Mercatante says her preference is the latter.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: November 14-15, 2020 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12am ROS

The St. Clair County Health Department is issuing a public health alert due to the acceleration of 
COVID-19 cases. Dr. Annette Mercatante, Medical Health Officer, says the county is seeing a record 
9.5 percent positivity rate and a nearly 150 percent increase in new cases per day compared to last 
month. The St. Clair County Health department says due to the increased number of people infected, 
local businesses, governments, and healthcare facilities may find it challenging to properly staff their 
organizations.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: November 21-22, 2020 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12am ROS

New coronavirus restrictions took effect this past Wednesday in Michigan. Bars and restaurants are 
ordered closed by the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services for at least three weeks. 
Retail stores, gyms, barber shops, and hair salons can remain open if strict social distancing is enforced.
Dr. Annette Mercatante, St. Clair County's Medical Health Officer, says those businesses who are not 
following the state's orders should be reported to her office. Mercatante also says her office is prepared 
to distribute a vaccine once it becomes available.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: December 26-27, 2020 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12am ROS

Doctors and nurses at McLaren Port Huron Hospital were first in line this past week to receive the 
Pfizer/BioNtech COVID-19 vaccine. Dr. John Brooks, chief medical officer, expects all staff at 



McLaren Port Huron and Marwood Nursing and Rehab to be offered the injection by the end of 
January. As far as when the general public may be offered the vaccine, Brooks says it could be 
sometime in the first or second quarter of 2021.

D.  Education during the pandemic

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: October 24-25, 2020 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12am ROS

Students and parents in the Marysville district have the option to return to in person learning starting 
Monday. Marysville Superintendent Dr. Shawn Wightman says the district will be following all state 
and local guidelines and says he looks forward to students returning to their return to campus. Those 
opting to remain in Marysville's all-virtual option will need to opt-in online. Wightman says the 
district's model utlizes the same teachers and curriculum for both in person and virtual learning, 
meaning the district can easily "pivot back" to all virtual if events warrant.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: November 14-15, 2020 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12am ROS

Students in the Port Huron Area School District are going back to virtual learning - with all district 
buildings scheduled to close by the end of the week. Acting district superintendent Theo Kerhoulas 
sites the increasing number of COVID-19 cases and a shortage of staff as reason for the move. 
Yesterday marked the last day of classes for students at the Woodrow Wilson Academy, Keewahdin 
Elementary, and Holland Woods Middle School. All remaining buildings will transition to fully remote 
learning by this upcoming Monday, the 16th. 

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: November 21-22, 2020 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12am ROS

Under the state's new COVID-19 restrictions, school districts will be able to choose between in-person 
or remote learning for pre-K thru eighth grade classes - with high schools required to be all remote 
starting Wednesday November 25th.  However most local school districts have already opted to go back 
to a virtual learning environment, including Marysville Public Schools. November 16th marks the 
beginning of all remote classes for all grade levels at Marysville. The East China district is expected to 
go all virtual by November 23rd.

E. Economic development

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: November 7-8, 2020 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12am ROS

The first occupants are moving in to a long anticipated hi-rise condo building in Port Huron. Blue 
Water View Condos Architect and co developer Lee Stevens,  says the first condo owners have taken 
occupancy of the 8-story tall, 30 unit condo building along the St. Clair River. Ground was broken on 
the building in November of 2017.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: November 7-8, 2020 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12am ROS



A 3.4-million dollar renovation project is underway to transform the former Woolworth's building at 
310 Huron Avenue into a grocery store. Country Style Marketplace owners Steve Fernandez and 
Michelle Jones have secured enough funding to begin the project. Jones says the project is being 
funded by grants and loans from the Michigan Economic Development Corporation and Capital Impact
Partners.

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: Nov. 28-29/Dec. 5-6, 2020 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12am ROS

Holiday shoppers are encouraged to "keep it local" when it comes to buying Christmas gifts. Cyntiha 
Cutright is the director of the Port Huron Downtown Development Authority and says the holiday 
season could will be more critical than ever for small businesses. Cutright also reminds downtown 
shoppers that even though bars and restaurants are ordered closed to in person dining, many are still 
offering take out food and beverage, including cocktails, under Michigan's social district law.

F. Public safety

Name: Cops and Jocks Run Time: 1 minute
Date: October 1-13, 2020 Air Time: 8 times daily 12am-12am ROS

The Port Huron Police Department in conjunction with Liggett Communications hosted the annual 
Cops and Jocks Spaghetti Dinner Tuesday October 13th. Local DJ's (jocks) team up with officers from 
local police departments (the cops) to deliver take out meals from Chef Shell's restaurant in Port Huron.
The event exceeded all fundraising expectations according to Port Huron Police Chief Joe Platzer. The 
fundraiser brought in $5600 for the CAPTURE program, which pays cash rewards to tips that lead to 
the arrest of a wanted suspect. That’s up $1100 from the prior year. Promotional announcements ran on 
all stations leading up to the event. 

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: Dec. 12-13/19-20, 2020 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12am ROS

Policing agreements have been reached between area townships and the St. Clair County Board of 
Commissioners. Three new contracts were approved at Thursday December 10th's meeting of the 
county’s public safety commission. St. Clair County Sheriff’s deputies will continue patrolling in Port 
Huron Township for the next three years, with a price tag of approximately $2.4 million. East China 
Township also renewed their contract with the county with a price tag of about $540,000 over three 
years. Commissioner David Rushing, who represents the southwest portion of the county, also says the 
Sheriff’s Office entered into an agreement this past week with the Anchor Bay School district to 
provide a school resource officer. The public safety committee approved the contract Thursday in 
which the school district will pay $206,000 over three years for a sheriff’s deputy to be stationed in the 
district.

G. Internet access

Name: Blue Water Beat Run Time: 1 minute
Date: Dec. 12-13/19-20, 2020 Air Time: 4 times daily 12am-12am ROS

A non profit organization charged with improving internet connectivity across the nation is seeking the 



input of local thumb area residents. Connected Nation Michigan is in the process of conducting surveys
locally to assess access to broadband internet and where more investments in infrastructure are needed. 
Dan Manning, Community Technology Adviser of Connected Nation Michigan, says surveys are 
currently under way in St. Clair, Sanilac, and Lapeer Counties. The goal, says Manning, is to develop 
the best ways internet providers can serve their community by engaging with community stakeholders.

H. Support for struggling families

Name: Stuff a Bus  Run Time: 1 minute
Date: Nov. 11 – Dec. 10, 2020 Air Time: 12 times daily 12am – 12am ROS

Each year, Liggett Communications teams up with the the Port Huron Area School District and local 
businesses to collect toys and coats to “Stuff a Bus” and deliver the items to Kids in Distress Services 
in St. Clair, Michigan. Due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, we had to switch up the order of operations 
this year. On all 5 of our radio stations in our cluster, we promoted listeners to drop toys, coats, clothes,
etc. off at the radio station in downtown Port Huron. We set up bins outside of our office doors so it 
was a contactless drop off. We started to accept donations on Wednesday, November 18th, and accepted
them from then until Thursday, December 10.This is an annual event held each holiday season, and 
with the pandemic, we were all unsure as to how we would do, but this year was our best year yet as we
literally stuffed an entire school bus full of items that will go directly back into the hands of needy 
families within the Blue Water Area.

Section III Public Service Announcements 

Name: Community Events Run Time: 30 seconds
Date: July 1st – Sept. 30th, 2020 Air Time: 12 times per day 12am-12am ROS

The Following Public Service Announcements aired on WHLS:

• Community tree planting event along the St. Clair River Walk October 17th

• Bowling fundraiser for the family of Zachary Rock October 18th

• St. Clair County Farm Museum fall events Saturdays and Sundays in October.
• Knights of Columbus Council 11756 fish fry October 10th

• Fraternal Order of Eagles fundraiser November 11th. 
• Tires and Treads car and truck show at McCallum's Orchard October 18th.
• Trunk or Treat event at the Fort Gratiot Big Boy October 30th

• Port Huron Parks Halloween Stroll at Desmond Landing October 31st

• Knights of Columbus Council 11756 fish fry November 14th

• Friends of the St. Clair River “Opt Outside” day at Columbus County Park November 27th

• Sperry's “drive through” Santa Clause parade at Pine Grove Park November 27th

• Salvation Army Port Huron Citadel seeking donations for the Red Kettle Campaign.
• United Way of St. Clair County's 211 help line.


