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1st Quarter – January 1 through March 31, 2021 

Section I - Issues

 Government 
 Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic
 Social Services
 Crime and Law Enforcement
 Arts and Tourism
 Winter Weather
 Streets

Section II – At Issue Programs



Issue: Government 

January 3, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes - KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program featuring the farewell 
address from U.S. Senator Pat Roberts of Kansas.  The address was delivered on December 10th on the 
Senate floor and Roberts looked back on his 40 years in public service.   The end of the program featured 
a portion of the comments made by U.S. Senator Jerry Moran in tribute to Roberts.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Issue: Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic

January 10, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 29 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program with comments from 
Sedgwick County’s Local Health Officer, Dr. Garold Minns, providing an update on the coronavirus 
pandemic and the distribution of the vaccine.   The comments were taken from a Sedgwick County 
Commission meeting from the past week.  The next segment of the program has comments from Kansas 
Governor Laura Kelly on the plan for distributing the COVID-19 vaccine, and there are also comments 
from Kansas Health Secretary, Dr. Lee Norman, on the health care workers who have opted out of the 
vaccine and the reporting of data on the vaccine. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Issue: Government, Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic

January 17, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 28 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program featuring the annual 
State of the State Address from Kansas Governor Laura Kelly, followed by the Republican response 
delivered by Kansas Senate President Ty Masterson of Andover.  The Governor talks about the 
coronavirus pandemic and the need to expand Medicaid.   The Kansas Senate President talks about the 
need for both parties to work together in the upcoming year.    The program ends with comments from 
Kansas Health Secretary, Dr. Lee Norman, talking about the improving situation with hospitals during the 
coronavirus pandemic, and the status of vaccinations for COVID-19. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Issue: Government

January 24, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 29 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program featuring the Inaugural 
Address of the 46th President of the United States, Joe Biden, from the January 20th inaugural ceremony.  
The program also features the poem read at the ceremony by National Youth Poet Laureate Amanda 
Gorman.  The poem is titled “The Hill We Climb.” 



Issue:  The Coronavirus Pandemic and Social Services

January 31, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program that begins with the 
latest developments on the COVID-19 vaccine.   The program features comments from President Joe 
Biden and Kansas Governor Laura Kelly, then there are comments from a news briefing with Sedgwick 
County Deputy County Manager Tim Kaufman and Local Health Officer, Dr. Garold Minns.  They talk 
about plans for distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine, which at this time is available to people 80 and 
older.    The second half of the program features comments from Wichita Mayor Brandon Whipple and 
Wichita’s Director of Housing and Community Services, Sally Stang.  They talk about a new rental 
assistance program that will be available to families that have been struggling because of the pandemic. 
The program will help with rent and utility costs for families who are behind in their payments.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Issue: Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic, Crime and Law Enforcement

February 7, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 27 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program that features 
comments from Sedgwick County’s Local Health Officer, Dr. Garold Minns, talking about the county’s 
new health order that takes effect on this date for the COVID-19 pandemic.  The order allows bars and 
restaurants to stay open an hour later with more capacity.    There are also comments from Sedgwick 
County Manager Tom Stolz with questions from County Commissioners Sarah Lopez and David Dennis.   
There are also comments from Kansas Governor Laura Kelly and Kansas Health Secretary, Dr. Lee 
Norman, on the COVID-19 vaccine.  Dr. Norman also comments on the Super Bowl and concerns about 
watch parties being superspreader events.   The program wraps up with comments from a December 
news conference with Wichita Police Chief Gordon Ramsay and Lieutenant Casey Slaughter about a 
license plate reading system that has been used to solve crimes in the community. 

Issue: Arts and Tourism 

February 14, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – George Lawson hosts a program featuring comments from a 
recent news conference with Wichita Mayor Brandon Whipple about new art exhibits in Wichita for 
Black History Month. Speakers include Dr. Patricia McDonnell, Executive Director of the Wichita Art 
Museum; Denise Sherman, Executive Director of the Kansas African American Museum; and Leslie 
Brothers, Director of the Ulrich Museum of Art at Wichita State University.    The second portion of the 
program features comments from Sedgwick County Zoo President and CEO, Dr. Jeff Ettling, about the 
impact of the coronavirus pandemic, and plans in 2021 for the Zoo’s 50th birthday. 

Issues: Winter Weather, Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic



February 21, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program featuring comments 
from news conferences during the past week on the severe cold temperatures and snowstorms that put 
a strain on electric and natural gas services.    There are comments from Evergy Senior Vice President 
Chuck Caisley on the rolling blackouts to protect the power grid, the effectiveness of wind-generated 
power systems, and the impact on energy bills.   There are also comments from Kansas Corporation 
Commission Chairman Andrew French, from a news conference he held with Kansas Governor Laura 
Kelly.   The final segment is a report from Dr. Elizabeth Ablah of the University of Kansas School of 
Medicine in Wichita about a survey that was taken on the COVID-19 vaccine and how many people were 
planning to get the vaccine.  The report was presented to the Sedgwick County Commission. 

Issue: Winter Weather

February 28, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 28 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson interviews Warning Coordination 
Meteorologist Chance Hayes of the National Weather Service office in Wichita.  The interview covers the 
recent winter weather and the upcoming Severe Weather Awareness Week (March 1-5), and how 
people in south central Kansas can prepare for severe thunderstorm activity with the threat of large hail, 
damaging winds, tornadoes, lightning and floods.  

Issue: Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic

March 7, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 31 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program featuring comments from 
President Joe Biden on the effort to step up vaccinations for the COVID-19 pandemic.  There are also 
comments from Sedgwick County’s Deputy County Manager, Tim Kaufman, on the next occupational 
groups that will be covered as the county continues with Phase Two of the state’s vaccination plan.  
There are also comments from Sedgwick County’s Local Health Officer, Dr. Garold Minns, about 
concerns for people with underlying health conditions and moving them up in the vaccination order.  
There is also a brief statement from Kansas Governor Laura Kelly on that issue.   Dr. Minns also talks 
about the end result that he his hoping for as the pandemic winds down.    The last segment of the 
program is with Eric Litwiller, Director of Development and Communications for the Mental Health 
Association of South Central Kansas, talking about an outreach program to local churches to help people 
with mental health issues resulting from the pandemic. 

Issue: Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic



March 14, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 30 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program reviewing the latest 
developments in the COVID-19 vaccination efforts in Sedgwick County.  The program features comments 
from County Manager Tom Stolz and Deputy County Manager Tim Kaufman, talking about a second 
mass vaccination site that has opened, along with plans to add more occupational groups to the list of 
people eligible for the vaccine.   There are also comments from Maggie Thompson of the Black Nurses 
Association in Wichita, talking about neighborhood vaccination events that are being planned at area 
churches.    The last half of the program features comments from Wesley Medical Center about 
concerns over people delaying medical treatment because of a fear of COVID-19.   The comments from a 
recent news conference were made by Wesley CEO Bill Voloch, Chief Medical Officer Dr. Lowell 
Ebersole, Dr. Wassim Shaheen, Dr. Mohammed Hussain, and Dr. Quoc Trong. 

Issue: Health and the Coronavirus Pandemic

March 21, 2021 – 6 a.m. – 28 minutes – KFDI’s George Lawson hosts a program featuring comments 
from Sedgwick County Health Department Director Adrienne Byrne, talking about the one-year 
anniversary of the first COVID-19 case in the county. There are also comments from the county’s 
Assistant County Counselor, Justin Waggoner, and Local Health Officer Dr. Garold Minns about a new 
health order that is going into effect on this date.   The order removes restrictions on capacity and mass 
gatherings but it still requires face masks and social distancing.  Dr. Minns also talks about the COVID-19 
vaccine and how herd immunity could be affected if too many people choose not to take the vaccine.   
There are also comments from Kansas Governor Laura Kelly and Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment Director Dr. Lee Norman about combining phases three and four of the state vaccination 
plan, and plans for mass vaccination sites.   The program concludes with comments from Eric Litwiller, 
Director of Development and Communications for the Mental Health Association of South Central 
Kansas.  He talks about a program to issue crisis cards for people who are having mental health issues 
because of the pandemic. 

Issue: Streets and Social Services

March 28, 2021 – 6 a.m. 28 minutes – KFDI’s Chris Maslen hosts a program that begins with comments 
from Gary Janzen, City Engineer for the City of Wichita.  He talks about various street and bridge projects 
that are coming up in the next few months around the city.   The remainder of the program is an 
interview with Dr. Darren DeFrain, Associate Professor of English at Wichita State University.   He 
recently received the John A. See Innovation Grant for development of his app, “Vizling,” which is an 
interactive, sensory program.  It uses haptic technology to help make comic books and graphic novels 
more accessible to people with blindness or visual impairment.  




