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Program:  Safari Tracks 

Episodes reviewed: “The Need for Speed” 

Program length: 22:30 minutes (approximately) 

 

 

Safari Tracks is a program with content grounded in the natural world and delivered 

using an approach that, while entertaining to a young audience, highlights the 

informational and educational aspects of the animal kingdom in the given environment of 

Africa.  There is no question that an audience of young people would gain worthwhile 

information and concepts delivered with an enlightened attitude toward nature and the 

environment.  Viewers receive topic points that help build the ethical decision-making 

necessary to becoming a citizen of the planet. 

 

The data delivered in the episode reviewed, “The Need for Speed,” includes the 

groundspeeds attained by more than ten species and other information about predation 

and survival patterns in the wild.  The information about specific species is not delivered 

in isolation but in the context of the ecosystem of the habitat.  This is recognized as an 

important frame for information by virtually all recommended educational strategies. 

 

The program consists of an engaging host, appropriately African, who offers an 

easygoing, natural look at animals that are exotic outside of the African continent.  From 

the start, the host references terms in his native African language, a valuable 

acknowledgement of the multicultural world in which today’s children must live. 

 

The language level for the narration is at a sheltered middle school level.  It presumes a 

vocabulary that is not beyond advanced upper elementary students.  The program’s 

references to and explanation of the predator-prey relationship, the endangerment of 

natural habitat and species by human activity, and the relatively low survival rate of some 

animals, are an educational frame for the subject matter of individual animal 

characteristics.  There is no inappropriate personification of the animals—too often a 

temptation when presenting material for young people—which keeps the material 

appealing to middle school and above.  There is no comedic exploitation of animals in the 

footage.  Neither is there oversimplification of any key concepts.  The references, tone, 

and presentation all hold true to a line that serves its categorization as educational.  The 

series lends itself to respect for the natural world and initiates discussion of issues 

relating to that world and encourages drawing of conclusions based upon information 

presented, 
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The program basic content consists of animal footage taken in the wild, a narration, and a 

score that features engaging regional music.  Musical accents are from more traditional 

genres but are effective in holding attention to the fast moving video clips. The program 

is edited with attention to the visual demands of today’s young media viewers.  There are 

fast paced segments, attention-supplementing music tracks, and arresting video content, 

such as a man in an open vehicle fending off an angry ostrich charging at 45 miles per 

hour. 

 

The program includes a final segment in a sardonic tone that serves as reinforcement and 

review of the material covered in the program.   

 

Example:  

Question: When you see a giraffe, should you grab its leg?   

Answer: No, as we told you, a giraffe with a single kick can even kill a lion.  

 

These questions and review are a commendable component of the program design.  It 

would be particularly effective for parents watching the program with their children.  It 

lends itself to interaction between the parents, the program content, and the student-aged 

viewer.  Programs that reinforce meaningful television viewing among family members 

are commendable for broadcast. 

 

 

 

Summary: 

Target audience for tone, program content, and learning concepts:    

 Middle and high school (ages 12 and above) 

 Not inappropriate for upper elementary grades 

 Content, including predation discussions, might be too strong for primary aged 

students, although it would not require particular screening or advisories.  The 

footage does not require traditional flagging.  

 

General Category of Learning:  

 Life Science 

 

Underlying Science Content Standards addressed:    

 Functions in ecosystems 

 Environment and adaptive characteristics 

 Data and comparison of characteristics across species 

 Adaptation of structure and function for survival 

 

Secondary-specific science content standards addressed (examples drawn from the 

California State Science Content Standards, Biology/Life Sciences - Grades Nine 

Through Twelve) 



 Ecology: Stability in an ecosystem is a balance between competing effects. 

Students know biodiversity is the sum total of different kinds of organisms and is 

affected by alterations of habitats. 

 Students know how fluctuations in population size in an ecosystem are deter-

mined by the relative rates of birth, immigration, emigration, and death. 

 Students know how to distinguish between the accommodation of an individual 

organism to its environment and the gradual adaptation of a lineage of organisms 

through genetic change.  

 Students know why natural selection acts on the phenotype (physical organism) 

rather than the genotype (genetic code) of an organism. 

 Students know variation within a species increases the likelihood that at least 

some members of a species will survive under changed environmental conditions. 

 Students know how natural selection determines the differential survival of 

groups of organisms. 

 Students know a great diversity of species increases the chance that at least some 

organisms survive major changes in the environment. 

 Students know reproductive or geographic isolation affects speciation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Hall Davidson is Director of Education Services at PBS station KOCE-TV, where he serves as executive director of the 

media consortium Telecommunications of Orange County (TOC).  He is director of the nation’s oldest student media 

festival, the California Student Media & Multimedia Festival, and on the board of directors of California’s largest 

technology user group, Computer-Using Educators (CUE). He is an Emmy-nominated producer of educational 

programs. 
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