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SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

QUARTERLY LISTING OF COMMUNITY ISSUES 
AND

RELATED PROGRAMMING

THIRD QUARTER 2016
REGULARLY SCHEDULED PROGRAMMING

During the Third Quarter of 2016, KGO-TV aired the following regularly scheduled local 
newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total cumulative average of over 100 
hours per month: 

Monday - Friday 4:30-7:00AM

Monday - Friday 11:00-11:30AM

Monday - Friday 4:00-5:00PM

Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM

Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM

Monday - Friday 11:00-11:35PM

Saturday & Sunday 11:00PM-12:00AM

Saturday & Sunday 5:00-6:00AM / 6:00-7:00AM

Saturday 8:00-9:00AM

Sunday 9:00-10:00AM 

Saturday & Sunday 5:00-5:30PM & 6:00-6:30PM

  



THE LIVE WELL NETWORK- KGO-TV / 7.2 HD
KGO-TV’s D2 sub-channel airs the “Live Well Network,” a single free 
24/7 over-the-air digital platform channel providing viewers with 
original content focusing on home, health and lifestyle.

The “Live Well Network” offers programs entitled- Motion, Mexico: One 
Plate at a Time, Let’s Dish, Sell This House, Knock It Off, The Balancing 
Act, Fix This Yard, Food Rush and My Family Recipe Rocks, and Fix 
This Yard along with others.

LAFF TV NETWORK- KGO-TV / 7.3 SD
KGO-TV’s D3 sub-channel airs the “LAFF TV Network,” a single free 24/7 over-the-
air digital platform channel providing viewers with comedy programming content. 
The “LAFF TV Network,” airs vintage sitcoms and theatrical movies with a comedic 
theme.  

KGO-TV’S D2 Live Well Network & KGO-TV’S D3 LAFF TV network signals carry 
Public Service Announcements and Children’s Core Programming as described in 
the Quarterly FCC 398 Children’s Report.   



During the third quarter of 2016, KGO-TV also aired the following locally produced 
programming that addressed the problems and needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-
Oakland Market area:

BEYOND THE HEADLINES WITH CHERYL JENNINGS:  This locally produced public 
affairs program consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to 
the local community.  The program’s objective was to go “beyond the headlines” and 
explore critical issues facing the community.  KGO-TV’s Cheryl Jennings hosted this 
program that aired Sundays from 4:30 to 5:00pm.

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE:  Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs unit that provided 
consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm newscasts, and reviewed 
investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.  Office staff answered letters, email 
and hotline telephone calls from viewers seeking help with a wide variety of consumer 
problems.  On the average, the unit received over 500 e-mails / letters, and over 1200 
phone calls per month.

ABC 7’S BAY AREA LIFE:  Hosted by Lizzie Bermudez, this weekly lifestyle and 
entertainment destination program takes viewers around the Bay Area to celebrate and 
share what makes this beautiful place so fabulous.  Episodes explore local 
neighborhoods for the latest in food, fitness, entertainment, decor, fashion, culture, 
technology, travel; along with highlighting the special people and places of the Bay Area. 
Episodes aired Sundays from 6:30 to 7:00pm, and some encore episodes aired on 
Saturdays from 4:30-5:00pm.



SPONSORED COMMUNITY EVENTS
The following community events were featured on KGO-TV’s day planner, 
“Around the Bay,” KGO-TV’s vehicle for sponsoring upcoming community events.  
Each of these thirty-second spots featured two to three events, and aired for two 
weeks on a fixed schedule:

AROUND THE BAY CALENDAR:

7/1/16 – 7/3/16  
Oakland Symphony (7/3)
AIDS Walk (7/17) 

7/4/16 – 7/15/16  
California Historical Radio Society: Radio Day by the Bay (7/23) 
Jewish Film Institute:  San Francisco Jewish Film Festival (7/21-8/7) 

7/16/16 – 7/29/16  
Pacific Islanders’ Cultural Association: Aloha Festival (8/6-8/7)
SF Jewish Film Festival (7/21-8/7) 

7/30/16 – 8/12/16  
Vista Center for the Blind & Visually Impaired: Menlo Charity Horse Show (8/9-8/14) 
Richmond-Ermet AIDS Foundation: Help Is On the Way (8/21) 
Jain Int’l Trade Org.: G2G conference (9/17)

8/13/16 – 8/21/16  
Friends of Faith: Faith Fancher Breast Cancer Challenge (8/27) 
Taylor Family Foundation: Day in the Park (8/28) 

8/27/16 – 9/9/16  
Mill Valley Fall Arts Festival (9/17-9/18) 
Boy Scouts of the Bay Area: Construction Lunch-O-Ree (9/23) 

9/10/16 – 9/23/16 
Tenderloin Neighborhood Development Corporation: Celebrity Pool Toss (10/18) 
Whistlestop: Whistlestock (9/25) 
Belvedere-Tiburon Library Foundation: Blackie’s Hay Day (9/24) 

9/24/16 – 10/7/16
Positive Resource Center: Windows of Opportunity Gala (10/12) 
SF Dept. of Homelessness & Supportive Housing: Town Hall on Racism & 
Homelessness (10/17) 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of the North Bay: Rock the Boat Gala (10/15) 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS-
During the Third quarter of 2016, KGO-TV aired over 700 public service 
announcements in various time periods throughout the broadcast day that 
involved a variety of topics.  Some of the PSA sponsors that aired included: 
Veterans Crisis Line, Cal Dept. Public Health, National Runaway Switchboard, 
The trust for Public Land, Project Roadblock, Homeland Security, Arbor Day 
Foundation, Bring Change to Mind, EPA Radon Gas, St. Jude’s Children’s 
Research, Oakland Zoo, Anon Family Groups, and CDC Quit Smoking.

* * * *
KGO-TV employee-led station community efforts included the ongoing 
Hispanic Community Initiative, and the annual Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society Walk for a Cure.

* * * *
In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in 
this report, KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public 
affairs programs listed and described in the report filed as “Network 
Programming.”

* * * *
KGO-TV regularly conducts AMA’s, “Ask Me Anything” sessions 
online hosted by KGO-TV personnel to discuss and determine the 
significant issues of our viewers in the community we serve. Some of 
the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages:

•THE ECONOMY

•CRIME ISSUES

•7 ON YOUR SIDE - CONSUMERISM 

•RACISM ISSUES

• I-TEAM / SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS

• 2016 ELECTION COVERAGE



THE ECONOMY

ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (1:30) - Tuesday, 7/12/16

HOLLYWOOD SEX STORE HEADED TO STRUGGLING San Jose SHOPPING 
CENTER

It's a done deal. A leasing agent says Larry Flynt's Hustler Hollywood shop will open in 
San Jose early next year at a shopping center along Bascom Avenue and Stevens Creek 
Boulevard.  It doesn't look like much now, but the leasing agent says Hustler Hollywood 
signed a 10-year lease and the building is about to undergo a radical transformation.  
Inside this former Bank of the West building you'll find empty teller windows, but in a 
few months, you'll find leather, lace, sex toys and erotica.

The leasing agent says Larry Flynt personally scouted the 6,000 square-foot building. 
He's reportedly wanted to open a Northern California Hustler Hollywood for a long time. 
This building caught his eye.  Charlene Schaupp, the manager of the bar next door says 
her customers were excited to see Flynt's limo in the parking lot.  "My friend got to talk 
to him, got his autograph on his t-shirt. He was pretty excited," she said.

The leasing agent says Flynt liked this building because of its central location.  Many 
people don't seem to mind their new neighbor and Schaupp is looking forward to the 
extra foot traffic.  "It's going to be awesome. I'm just very happy to have something in 
there," she said.  The leasing agent says Hustler Hollywood is working through 
construction details and permits with the city now.  They anticipate the store will open by 
spring of 2017.



ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (3:15) - Monday, 8/8/16

BAY AREA GAS STATIONS DISAPPEARING TO MAKE WAY FOR HOUSING

Across the Bay Area, gas stations are disappearing and new housing is springing up in 
their place.  Most cities can build more gas stations, but in San Francisco, where land is 
scarce, residents are wondering just where they're going to fill up.  Drive your car in San 
Francisco and you might just run out of gas. That's because gas stations across the city 
have been shutting down.  I have noticed it. “Yes, I drive a lot and they are tearing down 
the gas stations and either building parking lots, or condominiums," said driver Deborah 
Welsh.  Since 2010, 23 gas stations have been slated for closure in the city.  By 2017 
there will be 40-percent fewer gas stations here than there were just a decade earlier.  
This gas station on Howard St. will soon close its doors.  "Well, what can you do, you 
just got to make adjustments and driver further to get your gas, I guess," said driver 
Christine Meyers.  That drive is getting farther across the Bay Area, an analysis of data 
provided by the Bay Area Air Quality Management District shows hundreds of gas 
stations closed across the Bay Area in the since 2000.  
Jeff Lenard is with The Association for Convenience and Fuel Retailing and he says 
across the country there's a decrease in the number of gas stations.  The reason might be 
surprising. Lenard says just selling gas isn't enough to keep gas stations profitable.  "The 
average markup on a gallon of gas is about 20 cents and after expenses credit card fees, 
rent, labor, depreciation, you usually make about five cents a gallon," Lenard said.  

"I was very surprised how slim the margins are on the gas," said former gas station owner 
Brian Spiers said.  Spiers, a developer, bought a gas station on Market Street in 2006 
hoping to build housing. When the economy collapsed, he decided to keep it open until 
the economy turned around.  "I ended up developing that property into a 115-unit mixed-
use condominium building," Spiers said, and acknowledges that he's part of a growing 
problem He says now is the time to have a conversation about how people will get gas in 
the future.  "You should be able to pull up to a little mini mart, and there should be a gas 
pump there. Why we have to have a whole half-acre corner lot on our most grand 
boulevard, Market Street, devoted to a gas station makes no sense," Spiers said.
Tom Radulovich is executive director of Livable City, a nonprofit committed to keeping 
to neighborhood transportation diversity.  He also serves on BART's board of directors, 
and says building codes in many parts of the bay area need to be updated to reflect the 
changing needs of drivers.  "There's also a lot of restrictions on where you can relocate a 
gas station, so on the one hand we say preserve them, but on the other hand once they get 
displaced there is often no place for them to go," Radulovich said.  He says despite the 
city’s pro-transit policy, new buildings are still adding parking spots for cars. That means 
demand for gas stations will only rise.  "If we want things like housing and retail in 
neighborhoods like this one, maybe we need to open up other areas so that the gas 
stations can relocate," Radulovich said.



ABC7 NEWS 4:00PM (3:10) - Thursday, 8/11/16

SAN JOSE FIRST U.S. CITY WHERE MEDIAN HOME PRICE REACHES OVER 
$1 MILLION

San Jose has become the most expensive metro market for homes in the country.  The 
median home price soared to just over a million dollars, topping even the San Francisco-
Oakland metropolitan area.  For those who live in the city or for those looking for a 
home, the report by the National Association of Realtors that San Jose's median single 
family home price broke the one million dollar mark the first time ever for a metro area 
was not surprise.  There is a surplus of buyers and very low inventory, which drives 
prices up.  

Amy McCafferty has been a realtor with Alain Pinel for some thirty years. She says, "Our 
prices have gone up because there's very little property in the lower price point 
available."  And San Jose, where buyers flocked for more affordable housing, they've had 
to look for pricier homes.  So, who's buying these homes?  "A lot from overseas and a lot 
just from other states, and they're relocating here for jobs for new positions," said 
McCafferty.  

Gerald and Renee Fisher live in the Almaden Valley. They just sold their home and they 
made a killing. They bought their home 23 years ago for $299,000 and sold it for the 
prevailing rate.  "I never thought we'd make money with our home," said Renee.



ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (2:15) - Tuesday, 8/16/16

FORD TO BUILD SELF-DRIVING CARS, CREATING THOUSANDS OF NEW 
JOBS IN SILICON VALLEY

Ford set an ambitious goal on Tuesday, announcing plans to have fully autonomous 
vehicles on the road five years from now.  America's number two automaker says they 
will have mass produced fully autonomous vehicles that will hit the road by 2021.  "That 
means there's going to be no steering wheel, there's not going to be a gas pedal, there's 
not going to be a brake pedal, and of course, a driver is not going to be required," 
explained Mark Fields, President and CEO of Ford.

The vehicles will be for ride-sharing and ride-hailing services, not for individual drivers. 
Ford labels them first-generation autonomous vehicles, giving the public a chance to see 
and use them.  "We think we'll get the cost down. It'll become available for personal use, 
but the fact that it's in this ride service at a very affordable per-mile level, I think will 
expose this to a lot of people," said Raj Nair, Ford's CTO.  Ford identified the elderly, the 
handicapped and those who don't want to drive cars as likely users.  "They're saying we're 
going to provide mobility using our car, and they're going to do it faster than anyone else.  
That's actually a really big deal," said Doug Davenport, founder and CEO of Prospect 
Silicon Valley.  To make this happen in five years Ford will double its Palo Alto work 
force by the end of next year. It has acquired two more buildings, creating a campus. 
Ford's partners are also going to feel pressure to deliver.

"We as a software company are already working on these technologies.  I think the goal 
is just to make sure that what Ford needs is what's going to be on our road map as well," 
Manuela Papadopol, with Elektrobit.  In another key move, Ford also is joining Baidu, a 
Chinese company, to invest $150 million in Morgan Hill's Velodyne.  "We create the 
eyes of the vehicle, and once you can see, you still have to interpret, so a two-year-old 
can see, but you have to take that data, and make logical decisions," explained Velodyne 
President and CEO Mike Jellen. The race is on with 21 other automakers working on 
autonomous vehicles in Silicon Valley.



ABC7 NEWS 4:00PM (1:20) - Wednesday, 8/17/16

CISCO LAYS OFF 5,500 EMPLOYEES AMID TECH UPHEAVAL

Cisco Systems is laying off 5,500 employees as the internet gear maker scrambles to 
adapt to a technology upheaval that has triggered similar cutbacks to other storied tech 
companies.  The shake-up announced Wednesday means about 7 percent of Cisco's 
roughly 74,000 workers will lose their jobs beginning this summer.  The purge is the 
latest fallout from a relentless march of innovation that has forced some of the world's 
biggest, and oldest technology companies to head in new directions in search of revenue 
growth.

Others that have been laying off thousands of workers while overhauling their product 
lines include Microsoft, the world's largest software maker; Intel, the world's largest 
maker of computer chips; and HP, a Silicon Valley pioneer that went to the extreme of 
splitting itself into two separate companies that have continued to cut back.  Tech 
companies for decades have been prodded into sometimes painful transitions as advances 
in computing and faster wireless connectivity open up fertile new markets for frequently 
nimbler and more motivated rivals to plow while the incumbent powerhouse stick to 
familiar ground. The adjustments usually are more wrenching for the companies that wait 
too long to pivot.  IBM, for instance, dawdled during the early phases of the move away 
from mainframe computers, resulting in a traumatic overhaul that began in the 1990s and 
continues today. Despite its early leadership in personal computers, Apple went bankrupt 
during the 1990s before rebounding with its invention of the iPod and then, more 
importantly, the iPhone that triggered the mobile computing revolution underlying many 
of the current changes in technology.

"Companies are retooling now in attempt to take advantage of this next generation of 
opportunities," says Patrick Moorhead of tech consulting firm Moors Insights & Strategy. 
"History shows that some make the transition and others don't make it."  In the case of the 
32-year-old Cisco, its business has been hurt as more of its corporate customers rely on 
remote data centers for their computing needs instead of online networks maintained on 
their own premises.  The San Jose, California, company is now focusing more on 
equipment tailored for large data centers and pouring more resources into software and 
security. The new emphasis is being orchestrated by CEO Chuck Robbins, who replaced 
the Cisco's long-time leader, John Chambers, nearly 13 months ago.

The employees who have been losing their jobs have been highly successful in finding 
other positions in the industry, as long as they have training in technical fields, said Todd 
Thibodeaux, CEO of CompTIA, a trade group that tracks industry employment. Laid-off 
workers in the finance, administrative and marketing departments of tech companies tend 
to have more trouble.  "This is certainly a period of transition, not only for the companies 
involved in it, but also for some of their workforce as well," Thibodeaux said.



ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (2:05) - Tuesday, 9/13/16

START-UPS SEEK TO IMPRESS SILICON VALLEY AT TECH CRUNCH 
DISRUPT

San Francisco is hosting TechCrunch Disrupt, where entrepreneurs take the wraps off 
their high tech startups, and compete for attention from investors who can help them 
grow.  And, while ultimately many startups will fail, and some will be acquired by bigger 
companies, for the few that grow into large companies themselves, one successful 
entrepreneur pushed a message of social good.
The latest start-ups catching the eye and cash of Silicon Valley were featured in this 
report.



CRIME ISSUES

ABC7 NEWS 4:00PM (1:50) - Tuesday, 7/5/16

RESIDENTS SAY CRIME IS UP DUE TO HOMELESS ENCAMPMENTS

Homelessness is a major concern in San Francisco, but solving the problem 
won't be easy. Some residents in the Mission said they feel under siege.  One 
resident said that neighborhood concerns voiced at a meeting with law 
enforcement last week were dismissed and there seems to be no resolution in 
sight." I called this morning, I said this is ridiculous," said Rafael Directo, Mission 
resident.

Directo says he's constantly calling the city because property crimes have 
increased since tent encampments began popping up in his neighborhood a year 
ago.  "I have neighbors down the street who are going to move because they 
can't take it anymore and that's sad," said Directo.

A tent in his neighborhood is right across from a children's park. One of the 
occupants admits some of the homeless are responsible for breaking into cars 
and stealing bikes. But she's not planning to leave.  "You said the city has come 
out to offer you shelter," said ABC7's Carolyn Tyler.  "They have, but they don't 
take us nowhere," said Maria, homeless.
Amos Howard is also homeless. His friend died on the streets in the Mission 
today.

"Why don't the neighbors start getting a fund together to help house us and then 
we won't be on the street," said Howard.  Within the next two years the city plans 
to open six more navigation centers that have proven to be a popular path to 
housing for the homeless. In the meantime the district attorney's office believes 
the community, the police and DA need to work together to tackle the 
troublemakers.  "We need people to come forward, we need people to report 
crime and incidents in order for us to build a case," said Alex Bastian, SF District 
Attorney's Office.  Directo says he'll speak out, but others are too intimidated.



ABC7 NEWS 11:00PM (1:45) - Saturday, 8/13/16

UNION CITY SIKH ELDERS OUTRAGED AFTER MAN DESECRATES 
RELIGIOUS TEXT

Union City is garnering worldwide attention after a man destroyed a religious text 
in front of a group of Sikh elders.  The Sikh community in Union City is aghast.  
"We didn't say anything to anybody, so why did he do this to us?" said Union City 
resident Trilok Kumar.  During their usual evening gathering at Contempo Park 
on Tuesday, a man walked-up with a copy of their holy text, then tore it up.  "For 
us it's a crime. For us it's really crime, but we cannot do anything. We cannot 
take law into our own hands," Kumar said.  "They're elders and they respect the 
culture a bit more than this generation does and their feelings were hurt," said 
Union City resident Avnit Kaur.

The elders called 911, while others tussled with the man as he ran back to his 
car.  "I tried to stop him and wait for the police," said Baldit Singh of Union City.  
He got away and is described by some as possibly of Indian ethnicity.  "I could 
just imagine how insulted and offended they were," said Union City police Lt. Lisa 
Graetz. Police took a report, but say there's not much else they can do. "It might 
be repugnant, absolutely offensive, but he didn't break any laws in the United 
States. He had a first amendment right to do what he did," Graetz said.  
Meanwhile, the people involve say they hope to perpetrator finds peace.  "We 
just pray for him please God give him good thoughts so in future he should not 
do that," Kumar said.



ABC7 NEWS 11:00PM (2:40) - Tuesday, 8/16/16

POLICE ARREST MAN ACCUSED OF STARTING CLAYTON FIRE

Damin Pashilk , the man accused of starting the Clayton Fire in Lake County, Ca. 
appears in court on Wednesday, August 17, 2016.  Lake County Sheriff Brian 
Martin said Damin Anthony Pashilk of Clearlake, California was arrested Monday 
on 17 counts of arson and is in jail.  His charges will likely be enhanced because 
homes and businesses were destroyed.

Pashilk has been arrested at least a dozen times before mostly for parole 
violations, but also on drug and weapons charges.  "It's hard to look at that man 
and know that he's the one that's caused all of this because I have close friends 
who lost everything," Lower Lake resident Andrea McMullen said.  McMullen 
feels like so many others do.  Investigators say Pashilk sparked the Clayton Fire 
near Clayton Creek Road just east of Highway 29.  Pashilk is suspected in other 
fires dating back a year and a half, but Cal Fire wouldn't say if he's implicated in 
the Rocky or Jerusalem fires that terrorized the same area.

Cal Fire Director Ken Pimlott says the blaze has caused over $10 million in 
damages and left dozens of families homeless.  The Clayton Fire has scorched 
4,000 acres since it broke out on Saturday and forced thousands of residents to 
evacuate the area. So far, the fire is five percent contained. Officials said at least 
1,500 other structures are threatened.  California Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection spokesman Daniel Berlant said no injuries have been reported, 
but pets have died as flames swept into Lower Lake, a small town about 90 miles 
north of San Francisco.  With his arrest people say they'll sleep easier tonight 
even if it's not in their own bed.



ABC7 NEWS 4:00PM (1:55) - Wednesday, 9/28/16

COUNTY TASK FORCE WORKING TO COMBAT OAKLAND AUTO THEFTS 

Auto theft is a big problem in Oakland and surrounding cities.  A special task 
force was set up to combat the problem.  More than 8,500 cars in Alameda 
County were stolen this year and many of them have been chopped up.
Combatting car theft in Oakland is a full time job for a dedicated Alameda County 
task force working to track down suspected thieves and recovering hundreds of 
stolen vehicles.  A man wanted for violating his felony parole tried to escape 
police Wednesday by running into his own home in the Fruitvale District and 
starting a fire.

"We showed up in the neighborhood today to try and apprehend the wanted 
felon," said Paul Hurt of the Alameda County Auto Theft Task Force. "We called 
the fire department and the Oakland PD loaned us their canine, and apparently 
the smoke and the barking drove him out the other end."  Later in East Oakland, 
authorities showed off some recovered property, this time from an auto thief 
police say specializes in General Motors cars and their engines.

"He sold this Pontiac Trans Am to a 17-year-old, it had a stolen transmission in 
it," said Marc Hinch of the Alameda County Auto Theft Task Force.  "In just the 
last few years, we've recovered, law enforcement's recovered 300 stripped 
Camaros alone in the Oakland missing their engines and transmissions."  The 
suspect is in the case of these vehicles is 35-year-old Albert Murray.  Police say 
once he steals the engines or other parts from a car he abandons the shells of 
the vehicles often on the streets right around his own home.



ABC7 NEWS 4:00PM (2:05) - Monday, 9/19/16

MILLBRAE TEACHER ARRAIGNED ON FELONY CHARGES FOR LEWD ACT 
WITH CHILD

The Millbrae teacher who's charged with having an inappropriate relationship 
with a 15-year-old student was arraigned on Monday on the Peninsula.  Millbrae 
Middle School teacher Heather Butts pleaded not guilty to felony charges among 
them committing a lewd act with a child.  San Mateo County District Attorney 
Steve Wagstaffe calls this a case where a teacher who is 25-years-older than the 
student, took advantage of her.

The case became even more complicated when ABC7 News learned that the 
Sheriff's investigators in Millbrae knew about the relationship as far back as last 
fall, but did nothing.  "It's complicated. It's a very complicated situation in a very 
complicated case," said Paula Canny, Butts lawyer.

ABC7 News is not naming the girl who has since graduated from Taylor Middle 
School, where Butts teaches.  She was arrested last month after police found her 
with the girl in a parked car on Santa Helena Avenue in San Bruno.  ABC7 News 
has also learned that a school parent went to Millbrae police as far back as last 
October and filed a police report after he heard about the illicit relationship.
But the Sheriff's Office, which staffs the Millbrae Police Department, apparently 
failed to investigate.

Then, in February, that same parent went to the high school where the victim 
now attends and told an administrator the same story.  The school district called 
the Sheriff's Office but again, they failed to act.  San Mateo County Sheriff Carlos 
Bolanos has launched an internal investigation.  "Clearly, we do believe a 
breakdown did occur.  It is not the type of service we try to provide to our 
residents and we're very sorry about that," said Bolanos.  The Millbrae School 
District has suspended Butts while it conducts its own investigation.



ABC7 NEWS 11:00PM (2:05) - Saturday, 8/20/16

CAREGIVERS ACCUSED OF ROBBERY/SMOTHERING ELDERLY WOMAN

A husband & wife were supposed to be looking after an elderly woman. Instead 
San Mateo County authorities say they covered her with a pillow, tied her up and 
ransacked her home.  San Mateo County sheriff's deputies arrested Zoranna and 
Antonio Mapapalangi Thursday. The two were booked into jail and they're facing 
felony charges.  The woman they're accused of victimizing says she can't sleep 
anymore and she's been living in fear ever since it happened.  "It's pretty 
frightening when you know you're almost going to die. I couldn't breath," the 
victim said.  The 75-year-old victim doesn't want to be identified, but she wants to 
share her story. It was Sunday just after midnight and she was sound asleep in 
her home in El Granada.

"Somebody pulled the pillow from under me and stuck the pillow over my face 
and another person tied up my hands," she said.  She says they demanded 
money, then ransacked the house when she told them there was no money. After 
an hour, the house was quiet and she assumed they were gone.  "They tied me 
up with a pillowcase, so I squeezed my hand through it and got up and called 
911," she said.

She suspected her live-in caretakers, a husband and wife.  She sort of 
recognized their muffled voices and says they knew she'd recently come into 
some money.  Detectives found and arrested Zoranna and Antonio Mapapalangi 
on Thursday.  "The investigators, during the course of the days, were able to 
recover some evidence, so that just helps solidify that the suspects arrested were 
the ones involved," said san Mateo County sheriff's detective Salvador Zuno.  
The victim says the robbers didn't find any cash, but did take other items.

"I want them to stay in jail for life.  I'd hate to have someone else who's disabled 
and old being treated like that," the woman said.  She says trusting them was a 
mistake and she advises anyone in her situation to always get a background 
check on a caregiver. The sheriff's office says the same.



7 ON YOUR SIDE – CONSUMERISM

ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (2:30) - Monday, 8/15/16

DANVILLE WOMAN HAS ISSUES WITH REMODELING PROJECT

7 On Your Side's Michael Finney helped a woman after her home remodeling project 
with Home Depot became an excruciating experience.  Home Deport tried to make things 
right. Unfortunately, nothing they tried seemed to work out.  Nancy Francis proudly 
showed 7 On Your Side her home remodeling project. The upgrade of the entire home 
was one year in the making.

But one part of the project still nags her - a sliding glass door. It made an irritating noise 
every time she opened or closed it. To fix the problem, workers cut off part of the 
weather stripping, but the door proved difficult to lock.  There was also a crack in the 
door's wood frame among other things.  Those efforts, set up what she felt was a “chain 
reaction of mishaps.”  Home Depot did only a third of the remodel project, but agreed to 
replace the door.  

ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (2:25) - Wednesday, 8/17/16

7 ON YOUR SIDE HELPS TRUCKER GET LOAN PAYMENT REFUND

A Central Valley trucker made a $2,600 payment for a new vehicle loan, only to be told a 
day later the loan fell through. But his aggravation only got worse when efforts to get his 
money back were delayed.  The refund was delayed so long that Rocky Flores had given 
up getting that money back. Then he decided to contact 7 On Your Side.

ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (2:20) - Tuesday, 8/23/16

7 ON YOUR SIDE HELPS YOU SAVE ON BACK-TO-SCHOOL SHOPPING

Back-to-school shopping is a big business.  Parents will spend an average of $674 per 
child on back-to-school shopping this year, according to the National Retail Federation.  
A big chunk of their budget will go toward buying electronics.

But it's still no too late to save. Seven on Your Side's Michael Finney teamed up with 
Consumer Reports to reveal a few simple tips to help you avoid busting your budget with 
school supplies. Watch the full story in the video above.



ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (3:05) - Tuesday, 8/30/16

7 ON YOUR SIDE LOOKS AT PROPOSED CHANGES TO PAYDAY LOANS

This payday lender is in San Francisco Civic Center, but it could just as easily be in the 
suburbs.  Payday lenders have gained a foothold in many of our neighborhoods. New 
federal regulations being considered would help borrowers deal with interest rates of 
nearly 400 percent.  An analysis released on Tuesday by the consumer group CALPRIG 
of 10,000 complaints to the feds found 9 out of 10 involve inability to repay. Regulators 
are trying to come up with ways to fix that.  "If you're someone who's taking out two or 
three loans or four or five or six loans in one year, you're paying back with average 
interest rates of 391 percent," explained Emily Rusch with CALPRIG.

A man who asked not to be identified told us why he took out a payday loan.  "The 
holiday season, I overspent a little too much money and I had to take care of some bills 
with this," he said.  CALPRIG believes payday lenders provide a service to those who 
can't get traditional loans from banks.  But the group would like to see greater restrictions 
to prevent a never ending debt trap. The proposed regulations would prevent payday 
lenders from giving a loan to anyone who's been in a short term loan for more than 90 
days.

CALPRIG would like to see the safeguard to be made stronger.  "We want to see them 
have to check for that affordability much sooner," said Rusch.  But a payday lending 
trade group says that's not necessary, saying it members check the credit worthiness of 
every borrower.  The Community Financial Services Association of America told 7 On 
Your Side: "Consumers are overwhelmingly satisfied and value payday loans as a credit 
option. Payday loan complaints are also on a markedly downward trend."  The group says 
payday loans make up less than two percent of all complaints to the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau.

But the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau tells us the number is much higher when 
you include payday lenders accused of unfair debt collection practices.  CALPRIG is 
optimistic the reforms approved will be significant.  "It could be extremely significant, 
especially for the consumers who are taking out these loans over and over and over 
again," said Rusch.



ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (3:00) - Wednesday, 8/24/16

7 ON YOUR SIDE HELPS CLEAR UP CONFUSION OVER WATER HEATER FOR 
MOBILE HOME 

If you live in a mobile home, you might have to use smaller appliances to fit smaller 
spaces.  A South Bay viewer was surprised to find an expensive appliance was not 
supposed to be installed at her mobile home.  Many mobile homes use propane gas, so 
they require special water heaters that can safely use propane.  However, this viewer has 
natural gas in her mobile home. That led to a lot of confusion when it came time to sell 
her house.  7 On Your Side's Michael Finney helped her out.

ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (2:30) - Thursday, 9/1/16

7 ON YOUR SIDE HAS TIPS ON REPLACING LOST GIFT CARDS

If you lose a gift card you can get it replaced.  7 On Your Side's Michael Finney has done 
it before and he joins us now with how you can do it too.  93% of Americans buy gift 
cards, spending about $100 billion a year.  So why do some of us treat these purchases so 
casually.  We are always told to treat gift cards like cash, but what does that mean? 
Shelley Hunter is the gift card girlfriend for giftcards.com.  "If you received a card for 
example, and it had a $20 bill in it, you would not put the card back in the sack, you 
would take the money out immediately and put it in your wallet," Hunter said,

She's says you need to do the same with gift cards.  Each of us, on average, spends $213 
a year on gift cards. But when we spend that money we act differently.  Jeremy Ayers is 
from Sonoma.  Finney: "When you buy a card, do you ever hang on to the receipt?" 
Ayers: "No, no."  Finney: "Do you ever write down the numbers?" Ayers: "No, no, I 
don't."  He is like most of us, few of us keep the receipts, or write down the card's ID 
numbers.  Hunter says you need to do both and even suggests taking a photo of the front 
and back of the card.  She says that information is valuable.

"If you do lose a gift card, and you can't physically find it, but you have the number, you 
can go back to the retailer and say, this is the card I’m missing, I’m missing the physical 
card, but I know the number.  If the value on the card hasn't been spent, then they should 
be able to help you get a replacement card," Shelley said.  Ted Williams is from 
Petaluma.  He and his wife buy a lot of gift cards.  "When we get gift cards to give as 
gifts, we hold on to the receipts, but usually there are other purchases on that," Williams 
said.  "But when people give them they usually don't give you the receipt with it, 
probably because there are other purchases on there also."  William's advice, purchase 
gift cards separately from other items and give the receipt along with the card, or at least 
hang on to it.



ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (2:05) - Thursday, 9/8/16

7 ON YOUR SIDE HELPS PACIFICA COUPLE REPLACE OLDER RECALLED 
STOVE

Hundreds of consumer products are recalled ever year but often owners don't know about 
it.  A Pacifica couple had no idea about a hidden danger in their stove until it was too 
late.  The Consumer Product Safety Commission tells 7 On Your Side that companies are 
still responsible for recalled products even years after they are pulled from the market - 
recalls do not expire.



RACISM ISSUES

ABC7 NEWS 5:00PM (2:00) - Wednesday, 8/24/16

SAN FRANCISCO SOCIAL MEDIA SITE NEXT DOOR TAKES STEP TO END 
RACIAL PROFILING
 
A San Francisco based social network that allows residents to share information with 
neighbors is taking a big step towards ending racial profiling on its site.  The change was 
triggered by some neighborhoods in Oakland.  Neighbors in Oakland’s' Diamond 
neighborhood helped get the ball rolling, by airing their concerns that some of the posts 
on the website Next Door were vague and even offensive.

They took their complaints to the city council and vice mayor Annie Campbell 
Washington and they took the concerns straight to the top and found Next Door's CEO 
receptive. "This was racial profiling neighbor versus neighbor," Campbell Washington 
said. "When it comes to the content that people are posting we care more about quality 
than quantity," said Next Dorr CEO Nirav Tolia.

But being receptive didn't translate into quick action. First, they had to define the 
problem. For example, when a neighbor posts, "I see a dark-skinned man breaking into 
cars." "That is racial profiling because the criminal act described with the individual 
involved race is the only descriptor," Tolia said.

Next Door is a private social network that allows neighbors to post info about local 
events and incidents.  The company spent the past year consulting with neighborhood 
groups, politicians and experts and Wednesday they rolled out new protocols that require 
more detailed descriptions before a member can post about suspicious behavior.

"We start by forcing you to go through a series of screens we call decision points that 
make you stop and think before you post," Tolia said.  That's called friction in the tech 
industry, making a user do more to post. It's the opposite of what most web companies try 
to do. But Oakland officials say it's worth it. "I am thrilled with the changes because what 
I believe we're seeing is a tech company that's pioneering," Campbell Washington said.  
Not everybody agrees.  Some Next Door users have dropped out as a result. But, the 
company says it's a trade off they can live with.



ABC7 NEWS 11:00PM (1:16) - Friday, 7/15/16

PRESIDENT OBAMA HOST CONVERSATION ON RACE, VIOLENCE ON ABC 
TOWN HALL

Hoping to prevent future tragedies and aiming to increase understanding, President 
Obama hosted a national conversation on race and violence.  He talked to gun violence 
victims, and members of law enforcement at the ABC Town Hall moderated by ABC 
News Anchor David Muir.  

It focused on difficult issues echoing throughout America, including a controversial video 
on how to survive a traffic stop.  

In the past week, police in two cities shot and killed two African-American men, 
followed by five Dallas police officers killed in an ambush. 

The president shared a story from his childhood.  "Walking into the elevator and there 
was a woman who I thought knew me.  And as soon as I walked on, and she lived on my 
grandparents' floor, when I walked on, she got off," he said.  The president said he then 
watched the elevator go back down and the woman went up on her own.



ABC7 NEWS 11:00AM (2:15) - Tuesday, 8/30/16

49ERS HEAD COACH SPEAKS OUT ABOUT KAEPERNICK SITTING THROUGH 
ANTHEM

San Francisco 49ers head coach Chip Kelly spoke to the media Tuesday morning about 
the controversy surrounding 49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick sitting in protest at 
games during the National Anthem. Kaepernick sat out the national anthem ahead of the 
team's game in Santa Clara on Friday, August, 26, 2016.

Kaepernick has said he stands by his decision to boycott the National Anthem and will 
continue to sit-out future performances.  The Niners quarterback says it's his way of 
protesting the way blacks are treated in America. "This is because I'm seeing things 
happen to people who don't have a voice. People who don't have a platform to talk and 
have their voices heard and affect change," Kaepernick said.  Kelly said when 
Kaepernick is at the games, he's all about football.  Kaepernick took part in warming up 
with the team on the practice field next to Levi's Stadium Tuesday.

While he hasn't been the focus of the offense this preseason with only throwing six passes 
in his only game against the Green Bay Packers last week, Kaepernick has been getting a 
lot of attention for his protest during the National Anthem.  His head coach said it hasn't 
been a distraction for the team. "They're focused on the 2016 season and how good a 
team the San Francisco 49ers can be. And I think that we've said all along we've 
recognized his right to express his feelings, but that doesn't affect what we do when we 
get here at 8:15 a.m. until we leave here at 8 p.m.," Kelly said.  Kelly said the team held a 
players only meeting and it appeared to go well.  Many players have spoken out in 
support of Kaepernick.

Others have been critical of the focus of the protest, racism and police brutality.  The San 
Francisco Police Union sent a letter to the 49ers and NFL, saying they won't stand by as 
he attacks police officers.  And the Alameda County Sheriff's Office invited Kaepernick 
to attend its police academy.  As for the football field, Kelly said Kaepernick will play 
this Thursday against the Chargers and called him one of his two best quarterbacks on the 
team.



ABC7 NEWS 11:00AM (2:15) - Wednesday, 9/7/16

SWASTIKAS, RACIAL SLURS PAINTED ON ANTIOCH HOME

A homeowner is speaking out after swastikas and racial slurs were spray-painted outside 
of her home in Antioch. Now, police are investigating who may be behind this apparent 
hate crime.  It's not just the hateful vandalism outside.  Molotov cocktails sparked a fire 
at the home early this morning.  

The homeowner has an idea of who could have done this, saying her son and his 
girlfriend had their cars vandalized a couple days ago.  She is thinking this could be 
related.  She doesn't want to speculate as to why.  One of her son's painted over the 
vandalized home.  The woman who lives here along with adult children and 
grandchildren woke up around 3:15 to fire on the roof and their bushes.  They used 
extinguishers to get the fire out and then saw the spray painted swastikas and the n word 
on the home.  The homeowner is angry this happened.

"I felt I need to find out who this person is so I can bring them to justice. Because I 
haven't bothered anybody I didn't deserve this, like I said just me my son and grandson 
live here on a regular basis and we don't harm anybody I am surprised this has come to 
my house," said Antioch homeowner Roshon Williams.  Investigators are here now and 
are taking this very seriously saying it could even be attempted homicide because the 
attacker tossed Molotov cocktails at the home's garage and door, blocking escape routes. 

The homeowner has surveillance cameras and she says on the video you get a pretty good 
look at the guy who did this and says you can see him lighting three bottles on fire and 
throwing them. Investigators are looking at the video now and deciding whether to 
release it to the media.  As of now, no arrests have been made.  The chief of police says 
they are appalled and disgusted.



ABC7 NEWS 5:00PM (2:10) - Wednesday, 9/13/16

ANTIOCH POLICE ARREST 2 SUSPECTS IN HATE CRIME CASE

Two people have been arrested on suspicion of a hate crime that occurred in Antioch last 
Wednesday, police said Tuesday, which was caught on the victim's home security 
camera.  The two suspects, Roy Sovari, 27, of Antioch and Christine McDaniel, 25, of 
Brentwood were arrested Thursday after investigators interviewed them about the 
incident that occurred shortly after 3:10 a.m. Wednesday in the 5100 block of 
McCormick Court.  "Based on the evidence we gathered through this investigation, it's 
very clear this was a hate crime directed at this family," said Chief Alan Cantando of the 
Antioch Police Department.

Investigators believe a dispute between a person at the victims' residence and a relative of 
McDaniel led to the two suspects allegedly setting the occupied home on fire using a 
Molotov cocktail and painting a racial slur and swastika on the house.  Police say the 
video shows Sorvari lighting three Molotov cocktails and throwing them at the home of 
Roshon Williams.  "I'm just very happy that they have been found, that they will be 
prosecuted and that I can go on with my life," said Williams.

Three adults and four children escaped the fire. The fire did little damage to the home and 
no one was injured, according to police.  Williams doesn't know the suspects, but police 
told ABC7 News that a relative of McDaniel's had an ongoing dispute with a member of 
Williams family hat led to last week's attack.  

The two were booked into jail on suspicion of several offenses including conspiracy, 
attempted murder, mayhem, torture, assault with a deadly weapon arson, as well as hate 
crime enhancements.

The two are both being held on $1,290,000 bail, police said.  Sorvari's parents did not 
speak to on camera, but said: "In this country, people are innocent until proven guilty. 
There's probably a lot more to this story than what's been said."



ABC7 NEWS 4:00PM (1:55) - Monday, 9/12/16

OLYMPIC MEDALIST JACKIE JOYNER-KERSEE ON COMMUNITY WORK, 
RIGHTS & RESPECT

When the 49ers take the field Monday night, many people will be watching Colin 
Kaepernick as he is expected to continue his protest during the national anthem. 
Professional players and former athletes in other fields are also taking note to what's 
happening. Six-time Olympic medalist Jackie Joyner-Kersee brought hugs and delivered 
laptops at the George Davis Senior residences in San Francisco's Bayview neighborhood, 
helping to bridge the digital divide.  "I've been doing my community work for a long 
time," Kersee said.  It's part of how she tackles injustice. "I believe in fighting injustice 
with love. It might take a longer time, but we always have to find love," Kersee said.

She’s been watching Kaepernick’s protest against racism and police brutality as it gains 
traction as fellow athletes, in some cases entire teams, join in solidarity.  On Sunday, 
some players raised their fists during the anthem. This was reminiscent of Tommie Smith 
and John Carlos back in the 1960s and Olympic track stars like Kersee.  "You see us on 
the field, but then you wonder do you stand for something, and what is it that you stand 
for," Kersee said.

Kersee is considered one of the greatest athletes of all time, and says she was 
discriminated against during her heyday in the 1980s and 1990s, but she fought back with 
a message of positivity. She respects the flag and the anthem, but also the rights of the 
49ers quarterback and others, which is much like the stance of NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell. "I support our players speaking out on issues they think need to be changed in 
our society," Goodell said.  As for super star Kersee, this is her platform and how she 
makes a difference.



I TEAM / SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS

ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (3:10) - Thursday, 7/7/16

UPDATE: NEW STUDY BLASTS GUARDRAIL SAFETY REGULATORS

Guardrails along our highways are there to protect motorists in a crash and save lives, but 
some have done more harm than good.  Now, three years after ABC7 I-Team Reporter 
Dan Noyes first exposed problems with some guardrails, an independent non-partisan 
watchdog is blasting federal regulators for failing to protect the public from a guardrail 
system that's been linked to injuries and deaths across California.  This report from the 
Government Accounting Office (GAO) says the Federal Highway Safety Administration 
is not doing enough to address problems with dangerous guardrails. The GAO urges 
"more robust Department of Transportation oversight of guardrails".  One lawmaker 
pushing for improvements is Mark DeSaulnier from Contra Costa County.  The ABC7 I-
Team's Dan Noyes asked him why he pushed for the GAO study.  "Actually, it started 
with your investigatory reporting," Congressman DeSaulnier said.  ABC7 brought the 
issue to DeSaulnier three years ago as complaints about an end unit guardrail system 
called the "ET-Plus" were piling up nationwide.

It is supposed to slow a car down by letting the guardrail peel away. But lawsuits filed 
after crashes across the country allege the ET-PLUS can lock up and cause the guardrail 
to pierce the car or kick off to the side allowing the car to continue on.  That appears to 
be what happened to Bay Area football star Darryl Blackmon in November 2014.  His 
Chrysler Sebring hit a sign post on 101 North at Mill Valley.  The car flipped and landed 
upside down.  Florence Blackmon, Darryl's mother said, "He should not have been taken 
away in that, I mean if you fell asleep at the wheel, fine, but that equipment should've 
stopped that car."  The GAO report finds states have been slow to install "devices 
successfully tested to update improved crash test standards".  The report also questions 
"the integrity of the crash-testing process...where lab employees test devices that were 
developed within their parent organization."

And the GAO recommends more of a focus on real-world crash data and is calling for "a 
process for third-party verification of results from crash-test labs".  Rep. DeSaulnier was 
frank in his assessment of the results of the GAO study.  "So that part of the report I think 
is particularly appalling that we don't respond quick enough and in my experience during 
this investigation both in the State Senate and in Congress', both the US DOT and 
California DOT was not responsive enough," DeSaulnier said.  Caltrans says they have 
placed a moratorium on the installation of ET-Plus end units but there are approximately 
3600 still on our highways according to an inventory they did in 2014.  As crashes, 
maintenance issues or new projects emerge Caltrans replaces the units.  The spokesman 
said they are not unsafe.   At the spot where Darryl Blackmon died, a car has hit the end 
unit again but it wasn't an ET-Plus and 
ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (3:10) - Thursday, 7/7/16 (cont.)

experts say it appeared to have functioned properly.  Darryl Blackmon's family is suing 



Caltrans, the manufacturer of the ET-Plus and the State of California. DeSaulnier expects 
it to be a multi-million dollar pay out.  "We need to have to get the system fixed so that 
people don't get injured, lose their lives and that the taxpayers are protected against 
liability," said Rep. Desaulnier.



ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (2:40) - Friday, July 15, 2016

I-TEAM EXCLUSIVE: CLOSER TO LEARNING IF OAKLAND POLICE 
SCANDAL COULD IMPACT MURDER TRIAL

It's possible an East Bay police scandal could have a significant impact on the outcome of 
an upcoming murder trial. It's a case a lot of people will be watching and a story that's 
only on ABC7 News.  Defense attorney Annie Beles, is clearly frustrated with how the 
East Bay police scandal has already impacted her efforts to defend Mario Floyd. "I just 
have to fight every day for what I can get from the office of the district attorney," Beles 
said.  Floyd and Stephon Lee go on trial in 10 days for the murder of Oakland's Judy 
Salamon, a beloved dog walker.  ”I have to call into question every portion of this 
investigation," Beles said.  Beles says the conduct and credibility of lead homicide 
investigator, James Michael Gantt, could impact what evidence the jury hears during the 
murder trial.

Through his attorney, Gantt has admitted he gave a woman, identified in court papers as 
his mistress, recordings of witness statements so she could type them up for him.  The 
woman posted a picture of the evidence on Instagram when she found out Gantt was 
married. Gantt has been on administrative leave for the past year for an unrelated issue.  
"The court gave me at least the name address and phone number, so I can go down that 
investigative path," Beles said.

Beles says she plans to contact the woman to find out if the case against her client has 
been corrupted by evidence turned over to an unauthorized third party. "Even being in the 
possession of a third party could be inappropriate," Beles said. The Alameda County 
District Attorney has investigated Gantt's conduct and concluded he didn't do anything 
illegal by letting his mistress type witness statements.  "It's not supposed to be in her 
possession, it is certainly not supposed to be on Instagram," Beles said.



ABC7 NEWS 11:00PM (3:00) - Wednesday, 8/3/16

URGENT BULLETIN TO LAW ENFORCEMENT WARNING OF ATTACKS ON 

It’s called Black August. The I Team reveals the potential danger facing officers.  The 
Federal Bureau of Prisons, Sacramento intelligence units and the National Gang 
Intelligence Center issued this bulletin to law enforcement warning of a risk for violence 
during Black August.  The Black Gorilla Family or BGF stated it was a month to 
remember fallen members.  Hugo Pinel served 46 years in solitary confinement after 
killing a prison guard, and slashing the throats of two other guards who survived during 
an escape in 1971.  They remember him as a freedom fighter.  A former San Quentin 
Inmate remembered Pinel.  “When I went to prison at 20 years old he was somebody that 
reminded me not to compromise my integrity.”  After Pinel was released from solitary he 
was stabbed to death in a prison riot in Sacramento. 

The bulletin said State Prisons worked with the Aryan Brotherhood to kill Pinel. They 
believe the state had a duty to protect him, and were in charge with housing him, and they 
have to bear that responsibility. The bulletin said an inmate source stated the BGF had a 
“two for one” kill policy, and the BGF will kill correctional officers and Aryan 
Brotherhood gang members to send a firm message. The attacks will occur across the 
country and not just in California and will likely occur during the memorial celebration of 
Black August. 

The Bureau of Prisons and the FBI declined to comment so the I Team showed it to 
retired FBI special agent Rick Smith. “I think that's serious. They don't want to be caught 
with something happening with the information they have.” Also included in the bulletin, 
the FBI’s Baltimore office reports that BGF members reportedly discussed how they 
could ambush law enforcement officers who were parked in alleys or side streets. It also 
mentions the San Francisco Bay View Newspaper for publishing articles suggesting The 
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation had responsibility for Pinel's 
murder.

Publisher Mary Ratcliff is surprised her newspaper is named in the bulletin, but worried 
about the message that the Dept. of justice puts black people in danger. How so? “It is 
promoting the idea that there is a war going on between black people and law 
enforcement. The bulletin also includes a drawing from the newspaper by a BGF member 
showing the logo and a gorilla eating a pig. Ratcliff downplays the reference as violence 
against police officers. “A depiction like that is a release. It’s yay go for it. That's how I 
feel.  Now I don't have to do it.” Rick Smith from the FBI tells me this bulletin is not 
news to the officers either in prison or on the streets. They already know how dangerous 
their jobs have become.



ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (2:40) - Monday, 8/15/16

RARE LOOK INSIDE SAN QUENTIN PRISON, HOME OF DEATH

In just three months, voters have the chance to abolish the death penalty in California or 
speed up the process. With interest running high on the issue, San Quentin State Prison, 
home to the state's only death row, opened up and let ABC7 I-Team Reporter Dan Noyes 
and our cameras in for a rare look inside.  The first impression one gets of San Quentin is 
how old the place is. Much of it was built 100 years ago and there's nothing automatic 
about it. Each cell has to be locked or unlocked by hand.  Within the different housing 
units -- North Segregation, East Block, Donner, and The Adjustment Center -- there are 
725 murderers, cop killers, child killers and serial killers.  Joe Naso was convicted of 
killing three women in a Marin County trial three years ago. He's suspected of killing 
many more. Noyes: "How many people did you kill" Naso: "How many did you?" Noyes: 
"That's easy, none.  How about you?"  He says he didn't kill anybody.

The man who murdered 12-year-old Polly Klaas, Richard Allen Davis, refused to speak 
with us even though he's been writing letters to the ABC7 I-Team's Dan Noyes for more 
than a year.  Perhaps the most infamous inmate at San Quentin is Scott Peterson. He 
usually works out in an enclosed exercise yard but he chose to stay inside his cell today 
to avoid the media.  To be able to speak to the inmates, Dan Noyes had to wear an anti-
stab vest for protection against prison shanks.  He was also required to sign a waiver -- 
the prison will not negotiate over hostages, if he were to be taken. Another inmate 
described what life is like at San Quentin.  "Very minimal human contact, conditions-not 
that good," convicted double murderer Mila Johnson said.  Many inmates were happy to 
talk about their lives behind bars at the oldest prison in California.  Some wanted to 
discuss their cases and how long they've been on death row.

William Dennis said he's been there for "28 years all together." He was convicted of 
killing his ex-wife.  Asked whether the death penalty should be abolished or if executions 
should be sped up, he said, "I think that it's a big waste of money to have the death 
penalty and to try to speed it up is going to cost even more to do that." As it stands now, 
inmates have a better chance of dying from natural causes or suicide. There hasn't been 
an execution in 10 years because of challenges to California's execution protocol -- the 
cocktail of drugs they use to kill a condemned man or woman.  Jamar Tucker is on death 
row for killing three men. He told Dan Noyes, "Man, I'm wrong and this is what I got 
coming to me. Give it to me. Don't sit me, have me sitting on the shelf 20 and 30 years. 
You told me you were going to kill me. Kill me already." California's death row for 
women is at Central California Women's Facility in Chowchilla, with just 21 inmates 
awaiting execution.  Everyone is interested in what happens in November when voters 
get to decide on the future of the death penalty in California.



ABC7 NEWS 5:00PM (1:00) - Tuesday, 8/16/16

FOLLOWUP: SUSPECT IN LAKE COUNTY'S DEVASTATING CLAYTON FIRE 
HAD TRAINING AS A FIREFIGHTER

ABC7 News has learned that the man suspected of starting the devastating Clayton Fire 
in Lake County actually had training as a firefighter.  I-Team Reporter Dan Noyes 
obtained a rap sheet with dozens of charges and then spoke late Tuesday with a source at 
the California Department of Corrections. He provided a mugshot of Damin Pashilk from 
May 2010 as he processed out of San Quentin State Prison.

He was convicted of two felonies, drug possession, and use of a firearm in 2002, but 
violated his parole six times in the years that followed. So, he was in and out of San 
Quentin.  The source also confirmed the 40-year-old learned how to be a firefighter at the 
California Correctional Center in Susanville.  And he worked as an inmate firefighter at 
Trinity County Fire Camp from April to July of 2007.  So clearly Pashilk had experience 
as a firefighter, years before being accused of setting those devastating fires in Lake 
County.



ABC7 NEWS 6:00PM (4:00) - Friday, 8/19/16

LAWSUIT FILED OVER ALZHEIMER'S PATIENT RELEASED FROM JAIL, 
KILLED ON HIGHWAY

Santa Clara County Sheriff Laurie Smith has been slapped with another lawsuit. This 
time, over the death of an Alzheimer's patient released from the jail on his own. The man 
wandered for 10 hours and eventually got onto the highway where he was hit by a car and 
killed.  The I-Team first reported the incident in February.
The lawsuit says a friend of the Alzheimer's patient tried to pick him up from jail, but 
deputies gave out bad information and wouldn't cooperate. 

For the first time, Dan Noyes also reached the driver who hit the man and kept going.  
The lawsuit filed this week against Santa Clara County and Sheriff Laurie Smith tells the 
same story the I-Team did in February, that the County Jail released 65-year-old Vladimir 
Matyssik, an Alzheimer's patient, on his own.  He wandered for ten hours and more than 
eight miles, finally ending up on 880 south of Dixon Landing Road. Drivers called for 
help.  Dispatcher: "911." Female 911 Caller: "There's a man on the 880 freeway."
2nd Female 911 Caller: "He's like in between the cars."

Before police could arrive, a car mowed him down. The driver called in and said, "I was 
on the freeway and someone just ran- just jumped right in front of my car (sobs)."  You 
can then hear the dispatcher say, "Hello?"  The plaintiff's attorney, Walter Haynes, told 
the I-Team, "This would be akin to releasing a child from custody and not giving the 
child to a parent."  Haynes has filed the wrongful death lawsuit on behalf of Matyssik's 
daughter, Kristina, who's back at college in Southern California. Dan Noyes interviewed 
her for our first report.

Dan: "What do you miss about your dad?"  Kristina: "Just trying not to cry.  His laughter, 
his humor, I was definitely a daddy's girl when I was younger and he was definitely my 
best friend."  This sad chain of events started when Vladimir wandered into the Jewish 
Community Center in Los Gatos, and they pressed a trespassing charge.  After family 
friend Mike Pavlov told the judge about Vladimir's Alzheimer's, he dropped the charge 
"in the interest of justice" and ordered Vladimir released. Pavlov went next door to the 
Main Jail in San Jose.  He told Dan Noyes in February, "I swear, I can swear I was saying 
those words, 'Don't release him on his own, I'm going to pick him up.'"  But Pavlov told 
us he couldn't get any cooperation or information from the deputies and that he stayed at 
the jail for hours, waiting for Vladimir. Pavlov went for food and returned at 9 p.m. that 
night to shocking news.  "And the officer at the window says, 'He has been released.' My 
first question was when and how? Nobody calls me," said Pavlov.
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He drove the neighborhood searching for Vladimir, but couldn't find him.  The lawsuit 
says that despite what that front desk deputy may have said, they held Vladimir overnight 
and released him the next morning. He was all alone.  "I just keep thinking how my dad 
felt, how terrified he must have been just leaving the jail," Kristina said.  Vladimir 
walked the opposite direction from his house and wound up on the highway, where a 25 
year-old driver from Sunnyvale hit him.  

Dan Noyes broke the news to the driver this week that she is also being sued. She 
declined to be interviewed and asked that we not show her face or use her name, because 
she is still devastated by what happened. Dan: "Is that the reason the driver is named in 
the suit?" Walter: "It is." Dan: "That she left the scene?" Walter: "She fled the scene, 
she's involved in a motor vehicle accident and, in this instance, killed a pedestrian."

Haynes tells the I-Team he hopes the Sheriff's Office will improve practices at the jail.  
The Santa Clara County Counsel's Office told Dan Noyes they have not been served yet, 
and would not comment on pending litigation.  In a statement, Santa Clara County 
Sheriff's Office Spokesperson Sgt. James Jensen said:
"Mr. Matyssik was released the morning of November 6, 2015 at 7:40 am from the Santa 
Clara County Main Jail. His release followed established procedures. Unfortunately, we 
learned that over 10 hours after his release, Mr. Matyssik was killed in a pedestrian 
accident. Mr. Matyssik's family has filed a claim with the county and as such we are 
prohibited from discussing any additional facts about this matter."
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EXCLUSIVE: INSIDE BAY AREA COUNTER-TERRORISM PROGRAM

The man who heads the FBI's counter-terrorism program in the Bay Area is talking to the 
ABC7 I-Team, and showing what's being done to keep you safe. It's an interview you'll 
see only on 7 and so important after this past weekend's attacks in New York and 
Minnesota.  "I can't talk about the work that I do on a daily basis, even with my own 
family," said FBI assistant special agent in charge Craig Fair.

The I-Team's Dan Noyes began researching the story in July after a source leaked a law 
enforcement bulletin about a potential terrorist threat in the Bay Area. We wondered, 
how many threats like this come in each year? And how many of them turn out to be 
real?  St. Cloud Police Chief Blair Anderson said, "There was at least one victim who 
was asked if they were Muslim." and you wonder, if could it happen here? After all, ISIS 
put out a video in June, naming the Golden Gate Bridge and Financial District as possible 
targets. Popular media," Fair said.

To get answers, the I-Team went to the San Francisco Federal Building where the FBI 
granted us exclusive access to their counter-terrorism program, and to the assistant 
special agent in charge.  Noyes: "What keeps you up at night? Is there some scenario that 
just sticks with you?" Fair: "Certainly, the one thing that concerns me the most is this 
new face of terror and how difficult it is to detect a single individual acting on his own."  
Case in point, Matthew Llaneza, who is now serving 15 years in prison.  The FBI 
provided infrared video of his night-time arrest after he tried to set off a car bomb at an 
Oakland bank in support of the Taliban. He got the explosives from an undercover FBI 
agent, who made sure they wouldn't work.

Fair says more common are the "aspirants," such as Islam Said Natsheh, who tried to fly 
out of SFO to join ISIS. He pleaded guilty in July to "material support of a designated 
foreign terrorist organization" and awaits sentencing.  Technology is helping terrorist 
groups find supporters in the Bay Area.  "They can reach direct on your phone, through 
encrypted technology, 24-7," said Fair.  He gave us a tour of the FBI facilities, including 
Counter-Terrorism One (no cameras allowed). Here, they process 1,000 threats each year. 
Most turn out to be dead ends.  "And those range from poison pen letters," Fair said. "All 
the way to information that we receive from overseas that suggests that we may have 
some nefarious actor with intent here in the Bay Area," he said. Agents work those leads 
with the Joint Terrorism Task Force, comprised of state and local law enforcement. Many 
key JTTF members operate from the Sensitive Compartmented Information Facility, or 
SCIF.  And when a threat becomes imminent, the FBI fires up the emergency operations 
center. Fair arranged a demonstration.
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He said, "During 9/11, thousands of calls came into this exact room." He showed us the 
workflow, how information comes to the intake center, how it's assessed by analysts, and 
dispatched to FBI agents, or other law enforcement through crisis management 
coordinators.  The FBI tells the I-Team there is no Bay Area connection to last weekend's 
attacks, no imminent threat here, but plenty of reason to be on alert.  Fair: "The message 
coming out from foreign terrorist organizations now is certainly softer targets by any 
means." Noyes: "At a café, someone in a church." Fair: "That's exactly right." Fair tells 
the I-Team San Francisco is like any other European city, with a soft target on every 
street corner.  “That's why we all have to do our part, see something, say something.”

2016 ELECTION COVERAGE
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BERNIE SANDERS ENDORSES HILLARY CLINTON FOR PRESIDENT

With hugs and handshakes, Bernie Sanders endorsed Hillary Clinton for president on 
Tuesday and emphatically told his supporters their "political revolution" must now turn to 
electing his Democratic former rival.  Sanders bestowed his long-awaited support before 
a boisterous New Hampshire crowd, declaring he wanted to make it "as clear as possible 
as to why I am endorsing Hillary Clinton." He congratulated her for securing enough 
delegates to win the Democratic nomination and vowed to do everything he could to help 
her defeat Republican candidate Donald Trump.

"This campaign is not really about Hillary Clinton, or Donald Trump or Bernie Sanders, 
or any other candidate who sought the presidency. This campaign is about the needs of 
the American people and addressing the very serious crises that we face," Sanders said.  
He added: "And there is no doubt in my mind that, as we head into November, Hillary 
Clinton is far and away the best candidate to do that."  As Sanders delivered the 
endorsement just two weeks shy of the Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia, 
Clinton offered a huge smile, embracing him as they raised their arms in unity. The 
former secretary of state said the final four months of the campaign would be "much 
more enjoyable" working alongside Sanders and echoed her campaign slogan, "We are 
stronger together."

During much of her remarks, Clinton embraced many of Sanders' causes, vowing to 
oppose trade deals like the Trans-Pacific Partnership, fight to raise the federal minimum 
wage - adopting Sanders' tone; she called it a "starvation wage" - and overhaul the 
campaign finance system.  "These aren't just my fights. These are Bernie's fights. These 
are America's fights," Clinton said.  Democrats have coalesced around Clinton's 
candidacy since she defeated Sanders in primaries last month in California and five other 
states, helped along by endorsements from President Barack Obama, Vice President Joe 
Biden and others. In a high-profile rally last month, Clinton was embraced by 
Massachusetts Sen. Elizabeth Warren, a liberal stalwart popular with Sanders' followers.
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CONTENTIOUS NO-VOTE AGAINST TRUMP LEADS OFF RNC

Monday was the Day 1 of the Republican National Convention in Cleveland. Thousands 
gather inside Quicken Loans Arena while protesters gathered outside, carrying signs and 
chanting about justice, racial equality and immigrant rights.
But the loudest yelling was heard on the convention floor.  Shouting erupted when an 
anti-Trump group tried to force a roll call vote on the convention rules. Their attempt 
failed.  Normally a quiet procedural move at the start of the RNC, the approval of the 
convention rules descended into chaos. This time, delegates who oppose Donald Trump 
demanded a roll call vote in a last ditch effort to unbind delegates who don't want Trump 
as their nominee.

That effort quickly squashed by a voice vote.  "Sixteen or 17 candidates started. He's the 
only one left. He wound up our nominee. If they can't understand the process, I don't have 
to explain it to them," said Chuck McDougall.  They may not have always been Trump 
supporters, but Bay Area delegates say they're now on board.  When asked if she feels the 
party will be behind Donald Trump by the end of the week, Vanila Singh, a delegate from 
San Francisco said, "Absolutely, I believe they already are."  For all the excitement inside 
the arena, outside there was unprecedented security.  Many delegates didn't seem to mind 
the extra precautions and the protests.  "I support the protestors right to protest, they do 
have the right," Cynthia Blake, an RNC delegate, adding, "I just don't like the fact that 
our first responders are being put at risk, given the tension in the country."
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PRESIDENT OBAMA, VICE PRESIDENT BIDEN RALLY FOR CLINTON

President Barack Obama and Vice President Joe Biden rallied for Hillary Clinton at the 
Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia last night.  This morning President 
Obama on NBC’s Today Show warned democrats that Donald trump could win the race.  
Vice President Biden told Good Morning America that he was confident that the Bernie 
Sanders faithful would convert and vote for Hillary Clinton. VP Hopeful Senator Tim 
Kaine was preparing to deliver his speech later tonight on the national stage.  

Meanwhile Donald Trump was fanning the flames of the email hack of the Democratic 
National Committee. The New York Times reported that Trump said publicly this 
morning that he hoped Russia was able to hack Hillary Clinton’s email.  He’s 
encouraging Russia to dig up the 30,000 emails missing from Clinton’s files after her use 
of a private server while Secretary of State.  The Clinton campaign has responded 
accusing trump of espionage.
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NAKED TRUMP STATUE COULD FIND NEW HOME IN SAN FRANCISCO

The nude statue was the hottest destination for selfies in San Francisco after an artist set 
up the display in the Castro District Thursday.  But the artwork is hours away from being 
removed. Public works said it plans to take it down.  Supervisor Scott Weiner said he 
wants to save the statue and the owner of Lefty O'Doul's has agreed to give it a home.  
"Donald Trump is in the Castro showing off his short comings," said Daniel Vojir.  One 
man brought a magnifying glass.  Pets were also popular, as long as Donald Trump was 
the butt of the joke.  "A little healthy ridicule after all we've had to listen to from the 
Donald," said John, a San Francisco resident.  "Now we can see him here, completely 
exposed for what he really is," said tourist Joe Brando.

The statue turned up at Castro and Market, it’s one of five commissioned by activist 
group Indecline. The others are in Los Angeles, Cleveland and Seattle. New York too, 
but the Big Apple already took it down.  Leo Lacayo is the chairman of the San Francisco 
Hispanic Republican Association. He says the statue isn't necessarily a negative for 
Trump.  "The statue's for fun," Lacayo said. "It's not that they talk badly, or ill of him, or 
well, but that they talk of him and that promotes the agenda that he's holding up for jobs 
and security."  "It's interesting. I don't think there's anyone good to vote for this time. 

Put one up of Hillary, we'll take a picture of her too," said San Rafael resident Colleen 
Kelly.  The director of public works says trump needs to go and not for political reasons. 
"It does not belong here and there hasn't been a process of installing this statue," said 
department of public works director Mohammed Nuru.  He says nothing is allowed to be 
affixed to a sidewalk without permission and the crowd is creating safety concerns.
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CLINTON, TRUMP PREPARING FOR FIRST PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE 

Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump are just hours from their first debate, which is 
expected to draw a Super Bowl-sized audience.  Both candidates are expected to lay low 
as they prep for one of the most highly anticipated events of the political season - their 
very first one-on-one presidential debate.  But overnight, the Trump team and debate prep 
coach Rudy Giuliani checked out the stage as senior campaign advisors for both sides 
anticipate what's to come.  "All that we're asking is that, if Donald Trump lies, that it's 
pointed out," Clinton campaign manager Robby Mook said.  But will Trump be fact 
checked on the spot by the debate moderator?  The Clinton campaign sure does hope so, 
while the Trump team says just let the candidates have it out.  "I really don't appreciate 
campaigns thinking it is the job of the media to go and be these virtual fact-checkers," 
Trump campaign manager Kellyanne Conway said.

The debate will be divided into six segments for a total of 90 minutes.  Clinton will go 
first, with two minutes to respond to the question based off of broad topics.  The audience 
is instructed not to boo or cheer.  For Clinton, she may be a veteran at this type of 
showdown, but her team says they just don't know which Trump will show up Monday 
night.  As for Trump, he went up against the army of Republicans in the primaries and he 
didn't hold back on taking them all on during the 11 debates.  "He referred to my hands. 
If they're small, something else must be small. I can guarantee you there's no problem," 
Trump said at a previous debate.  A new poll from Quinnapiac University shows Clinton 
and Trump in a virtual tie among likely voters as they head into Monday night's 
showdown.
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POLITICAL GROUPS SEEKING COVETED MILLENNIALS VOTE

Many millennials are social activists, but researchers call them political dropouts. They 
have voted less often than any other generation in modern history.  With Tuesday being 
National Voter Registration Day, coming on the heels of the first presidential debate, 
there were several events across the Bay Area geared towards the prized voting bloc.  At 
the College of Marin, Nancy Anaya registered but is unhappy that the first time she'll 
ever cast a ballot the choices are Hillary Clinton or Donald Trump.  She says she's not 
swayed one way or another and that's a challenge for both presidential candidates.

There are nearly 76 million millennials, Americans between the ages of 18 and 35. They 
are a powerful voting bloc.  Jack Davis, a senior at Dominican University, watched 
Monday night's debate and is on campus to encourage his classmates.  "It's really 
important that people take the opinions they have on social media and talking with 
friends and take it to a vote and make something change for real," he said.  ABC7 
Political Analyst Carla Marinucci says millennials are the big question mark in this 
election.

"So much is at stake here for the future of America, foreign relations, domestic issues, yet 
less than half of the millennials eligible to vote are expected to vote in this election," she 
explained.  "Neither party or candidate has been appealing to me so far," said one 
potential voter.  Millennials came out big for Barak Obama. But will they show up this 
November?  At Cal, voter registration was brisk. Monday night's debate was a motivator 
for Richard Yuh, "I thought both candidates were strong," he said.  We'll learn in 
November if millennials decided to be part of that change.


