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COMMUNITY ISSUES:  During the fourth quarter of 2020 it was determined the most 
significant issues facing our coverage area were: 
 
 +  Health 
 +  Government 
 +  Education 
 +  Business  
 +  Election 
  
Public Affairs Program – Mother Lode Views 
This 30-minute interview program features a guest or guests from the community who 
speak for a group or organization, or in some way represents the public interest.  The 
program airs both Saturday and Sunday at 9:30am on KVML-AM and on Sundays at 
10am on KKBN-FM and at 9am on KZSQ-FM.  The program addressed the significant 
issues of the community during the fourth quarter. 
 
October 3-4 – Government 
Mother Lode Views concluded a series featuring the individual Tuolumne County 
Supervisors. District Four Supervisor John Gray talked about the planned Terra Vi Lodge 
and Yosemite Undercanvas projects which are going through the county’s review 
process. He also spoke about efforts to open a Groveland Resiliency Center.  
 
October 10-11 – Election 
Mother Lode Views featured Tuolumne County Clerk and Auditor-Controller Debi 
Bautista. She talked about changes being implemented by the State of California ahead of 
the November General Election. Topics included voter centers, election security, voting 
by mail, and COVID-19 precautions.  

October 17-18 – Education/Health 
Mother Lode Views featured Summerville Union High School Superintendent Michael 
Merrill. He gave an update on the transition from distance learning to in-person 
classroom learning during COVID-19. He also highlighted bond funded projects recently 
completed on campus.  
 
October 24-25– Education/Health 
Mother Lode Views focused featured Sonora Union High School Superintendent Ed 

Pelfrey. He spoke about safety measures being implemented to bring students back 

to campus. He also gave an update on the district’s plans to eventually sell the 

historic dome building.  
 



October 31- November 1 – Government  
Mother Lode Views featured Groveland Community Services District General Manager 
Pete Kampa. He spoke about some major sewer and water infrastructure improvements 
planned resulting from grants and rate increases. He also highlighted a hub that will be 
designed to keep power restored in the downtown district during PG&E planned power 
outages.  
 
November 7-8 – Law Enforcement 
Mother Lode Views featured Tuolumne County Sheriff Bill Pooley. He spoke about the 
completion of construction on the $50-million JH Dambacher Detention Facility and the 
plans moving forward. He also detailed the benefits of the new jail complex and how it 
compares to the former facility. 
 
November 14-15 – Government 
Mother Lode Views featured the three supervisor-elects in Tuolumne County. Joining the 
board in January will be David Goldemberg in District One, Kathleen Haff in District 
Four and Jaron Brandon in District Five. They talked about preparing for the new role 
and issues facing the county. 
 
November 21-22 – Government/Health 
Mother Lode Views featured Sonora City Administrator Mary Rose Rutikanga. She 
spoke about the local impacts of COVID-19, including the canceling of upcoming 
traditional holiday events. She also detailed how the budget is faring, and explained a 
new ordinance passed to regulate commercial marijuana sales. 
 
November 28 – 29 – No Mother Lode Views because of Thanksgiving holiday 
 
December  5-6 – Transportation 
Mother Lode Views featured Tuolumne County Transportation Council Executive 
Director Darin Grossi. He provided an update on significant transportation projects like 
the Peaceful Oak interchange, a major road-widening near downtown Jamestown, and the 
long-discussed Greenley Road connector. 
 
December 12-13 – Business   
Mother Lode Views featured Tuolumne County’s Director of Innovation and Business 
Assistance, Cole Przybyla.As the region has moved into a stay at home order, he 
explained what it means for local businesses. He also highlighted COVID-19 financial 
assistance available in the county. 

December 19-20 -Government/Health 
Mother Lode Views featured the chairwoman of the Calaveras County Board of 
Supervisors. Merita Callaway spoke about local regulations during COVID-19, 
department heads who have recently resigned and upcoming road projects.  
 


