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Each quarter, KMBZ-AM places in its Public Inspection File a list of what it considers to have been some of the 

significant problems and needs of its service area and some of its most significant programming broadcast to help 

meet those problems and needs. 

 

The attached Quarterly Listing of Problems and Needs is being filed in the Public Inspection File of Station KMBZ-

AM in accordance with FCC requirements for the three month period April, 2013-June, 2013.  While this list 

contains a brief description of much of KMBZ-AM’s most significant typical and illustrative programs and program 

segments, it does not include all programs an program segments broadcast by the station during the three months 

which related to other issues. 
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KMBZ-AM QUARTERLY LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

April, 2013 – June, 2013 

 

 

1.    BUSINESS/JOBS 

      The economy is still sluggish, but the prevailing thought is the worst is behind us. Local companies are hiring 

again, and in fact, the unemployment rate in Kansas City is lower than the national average.   

 

2 VIOLENCE/CRIME 

    Crime continues to be a major problem facing the Kansas City area.  New statistics out show that violent crime is 

up among all ages and races and in all cities.  White collar crime is also becoming a problem for businesses.  The 

Kansas City Crime Commission working to better enable police departments with new information.  Kansas City 

Police Department revamping and looking at more police on streets. 

 

3. GOVERNMENT 

    Local problems exist at city hall in Kansas City, Missouri as the Mayor continues to wrangle with the city council 

over several issues including that of his wife. A recent effort to recall the mayor is underway.  As both Kansas and 

Missouri lawmakers get set to convene next quarter, numerous committees are drafting legislative proposals dealing 

with education, infrastructure and immigration.   

 

4.  EDUCATION  

    The battle to find education dollars for both Kansas and Missouri still a hot topic as the legislative session will 

begin next quarter.  Missouri is looking at a problem with student loans and how to handle the agency that is in 

charge.  Many of the local school districts, such as Shawnee Mission, Liberty, Kansas City are facing money issues, 

and with the state’s economies continuing to slide many of the education dollars are being withheld. Kansas City, 

Missouri continues its search for a new superintendent.  

 

5.MINORITIES 

     As Congress tries to come up with a plan on how to deal with illegal immigrants, Kansas city’s Hispanic 

community rallies joining other cities nationwide to try and show how important the worker’s are to the economy.  

Meanwhile, area churches are trying to find ways to battle racism.  Missouri lawmakers looking at measure to 

punish businesses and landlords that hire and house illegals. 

 

6.  YOUTH 

      The growing crime rate in Kansas City has hit the area youth hard. The nationwide school shootings causing 

more schools to crackdown on any truancy problems.   Many of the homicide victims have been young and officials 

are concerned about growing gang violence.   There is concern that as the economy continues to slide, more and 

more young people will be out of work, and could turn to crime. 

 

7.  DRUGS 

    While both states have made headways into the problem of drugs in the metro area, methamphetamine is still the 

drug of choice.  While both states have enacted legislation to crack down on over the counter medicines that can be 

used to make meth, law enforcement officials say it’s too early to tell if the measures are working.   New surveys out 

that while hard drugs are on a decline among teens, prescription drugs are now the number one problem. 



8.   WOMEN 

       The issue of low pay, lack of child care continue to be a problem among working women in the metro area.  As 

the metro area braces for the economic downturn, more women are seeing their jobs eliminated and that is adding to 

pressure.  More employers though seem to be working better with women in the area of health care and that has 

been noted as a plus among women’s organizations.  

 

9.  HEALTH 

    Missouri and Kansas committees are looking at how to handle the ranks of the under and uninsured.  Kansas City 

health department trying to work up plans on how to battle a pandemic if and when it occurs here..  The focus of 

health care will be a big topic in the upcoming presidential election, and as the campaigns come through Kansas 

City, many are asking the candidates their views. 

 

10.. CHARITY 

     Area food banks have been tapped, and more charities are seeing more and more working poor coming to their 

doors.  The holiday season was a tough one for area charities, and they are still playing catch up.  

 



Business/Jobs 
 

Kansas City’s Morning News  

 

4.4.13:          A longtime vacant lot in Raytown's downtown area could soon be home to a 

Walmart Neighborhood Market. The lot, which sits at East 62nd Street and Blue Ridge 

Boulevard., was once home to a church.  The company is currently conducting a study on 

whether a 42,000-square-foot grocery store would work in that area. Raytown has been trying to 

redevelop its downtown area and this empty lot has long been a major component of the effort. 

Opponents of the Walmart plan argue it is the wrong solution to develop the property. 

 

4.4.13:          A new report on jobs shows US companies added fewer new jobs than expected last 

month. The payroll firm ADP says employers added 158 thousand jobs last month. Less than in 

either February or January. Moody's Analytics Chief Economist Mark Zandi says the biggest 

demand is for high skilled workers, as usual. Zandi says don't read too much into one month's 

numbers. He thinks the job market at least through the month of March held up really well. 

There's just a veracious demand for those kinds of workers and right now our schools are 

producing a fair amount of them, we just need more. 

 

5.3.13           Officials in Shawnee have approved an agreement authorizing the launch of Google 

Fiber in the Kansas City suburb.  The Shawnee City Council says it has struck a deal to bringing 

the high-speed service to compete with cable and telephone companies for TV and Internet 

access subscriptions.   So far, only a few neighborhoods in KCK, have been connected to the 

network. A few more homes in Kansas City are scheduled to get the service this month.  

Shawnee is the fifth Johnson County city to get the service.  Westwood, Mission Hills and 

Olathe are among the others. 

 

 

Violence/Crime 
 

Kansas City’s Morning News  

 

4.5.13:            The man who opened fire inside Independence Center last year will serve 64 years 

in prison. 25-year old Eric Bratton was convicted earlier this year of two counts of armed 

criminal action and one count each of first- and second-degree assault. Bratton shot two people 

inside the mall back on January 14th, 2012. The shooting happened after Bratton and one of the 

victims had gotten into a fight. The male was shot in the thigh and his girlfriend in the foot. Both 

have since recovered from their injuries. 

 

4.11.13:        A woman is in jail ... accused of interfering with police responding to a series of 

fights at the Kansas City Zoo.  According to the Star -- an officer on the scene had a juvenile in 

custody but called for several more units to disperse a large crowd that was gathering around 

him. The juvenile’s mother interfered and, as she was being arrested, her daughter struck another 

officer in the forearm with her fist.  The fights happened during one of the Zoo's free days for 

Jackson and Clay County Residents.  Assistant zoo director Geoff Hall says additional security is 

on the table. 



Extra police were already on hand because the zoo was expecting so many people. 

 

5.6.13         A 18-year-old Prairie Village woman is the second person charged in connection 

with an ATV crash that killed a 17-year-old student late last year. Taylor Marie Sheets turned 

herself in Saturday. She is charged with involuntary manslaughter-DUI in the death of Tyler 

Rathbun.  Rathbun was a senior at Shawnee Mission East High School.  He died in the crash 

outside of Paola. Sheets was released from custody after posting $15,000 bond. Another 18-year-

old, William Mahaffy Sutherland of Overland Park, is charged with aggravated child 

endangerment and unlawfully hosting minors consuming alcohol. 

 

6.12.13       A stabbing in Leawood leads to a standoff with police in Kansas City.  Officers say it 

all began around 11 last night at 94th and State line.  The suspect then took off to a home in the 

northland...and the standoff began about an hour later after the man was found in the 11 hundred 

block of Northeast 52nd Place. The man was taken into custody about an hour ago. The victim 

suffered non-life threatening injuries.   

 

6.12.13            This morning, investigators are trying to figure out the motive for a triple shooting 

at a KCK apartment complex that left two men dead.  It happened just before 9 yesterday 

morning at the Suntree Apartments off I-35 and Roe.  Police said the men were found in a 

basement hallway that led to the laundry room. Family members identify one of the men as 17-

year old Earnest Stamps the Third.  They say he was there visiting his brother.  The second man 

has not been identified.  The third victim was found two hours after the original call in another 

apartment...with non-life threatening injuries.  Two women inside that apartment were arrested. 

 

 

 

Government 
 

Kansas City’s Morning News  

 

4.2.13:         Independence City leaders are trying to find ways to help city residents about to lose 

their YMCA.  The facility on East 32nd Street is set to close its doors after business on April 12. 

The closing was announced three weeks ago after the Y underwent two years of research in 

developing a revitalization plan for the Kansas City area. City officials say they are working with 

the Henley Aquatic Center and the Adventure Oasis Water Park.  The city is also considering 

expanding its fitness and recreation facilities at the sermon Center ... because a lot of space there 

sits empty. 

 

4.3.13:        President Obama plans to up the pressure on Congress to pass gun control 

legislation. A White House official says the president will travel to Connecticut on Monday to 

speak at the University of Hartford. Families of the children and educators killed in December's 

massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary School have been invited to attend. Connecticut lawmakers 

are expected to pass a tough gun control package this week, which include a ban on high-

capacity ammunition magazines. 

 



4.11.13:        Public defenders say the ongoing budget cuts known as sequestration could lead to 

more criminals on the streets and innocent people locked up.  Bill Raymond, a public defender 

for the past 16 years said he knows he could make more money in the private sector, dealing 

with a lighter caseload and wealthier clients. Now, he said he worries he can't serve the men and 

women who need him.  With billions of spending cuts from sequestration, attorneys say federal 

public defenders now face a 10 percent budget cut in the next six months. It also means lights out 

at the Kansas City headquarters on Friday as the defenders go on furlough. Federal defenders 

plan to challenge the funding shortfall on today. 

 

5.8.13        Thousands of Jackson County residents will see an increase in their property tax 

assessment this year. So far, 600 people have appealed. While only 15 percent of county 

residents will see an increase, more than half of the residents in the one-third of the county 

surveyed will see an increase. You can appeal by phone or online. These informal appeals must 

be made by June 14.   

 

 

6.12.13            The Olathe School District is beginning the plans to build a fifth high school and 

will enhance security measures at all its schools now that voters have approved a $244 million 

bond package.  The money will allow the district to buy the 80 acres of land at 135th and South 

Hedge Lane and design the school. It  will also allow the district to make improvements -- 

including adding “pinch points” at 22 schools that don’t currently have them. Pinch points 

require all visitors go through an office before gaining access.  The district also will install more 

indoor and outdoor cameras.  The Key selling point was the fact property taxes won't be going 

up. 

 

 

 

Education 
 

Kansas City’s Morning News  

 

4.9.13:          Employees in the Blue Springs School District will be paying more for their health 

insurance next year.  The Blue Springs Board of Education approved the two percent increase for 

medical, dental and vision insurance Superintendent Paul Kinder told the Independence 

Examiner -- the main reason for the increase is help offset new federal requirements as well as 

providing for additional areas of women’s health. He said without those, there was a good 

chance premiums would have remained the same for a second year. In addition, the district 

joined a self-insured health consortium with Grain Valley and Smithville last year, which has 

also helped to offset some insurance costs. 

 

6.4.13          A Kearney teacher is charged with having sex with a 14-year-old student. Rhett 

Rigby is accused of having sex with the teen girl inside a classroom and at her home. Rigby was 

an Algebra teacher at the school. They say he and the teen also exchanged lewd text messages.  

Prosecutors say he told the girl to lie about the relationship when the investigation began. Court 

documents also showed Rigby made the girl take a pregnancy test at school when she feared she 

was pregnant. The test came back negative. 



 

6.12.13        Still no agreement out of Washington to prevent federal student loan rates from 

doubling in less than three weeks. During a conference call with reporters yesterday -- 

Democratic Senator Jack Reed of Rhode Island said at this point the most voters should expect is 

another temporary fix. Without new action -- interest rates on subsidized Stafford loans will 

double, from 3.4 percent to 6.8 percent, saddling some 7 million borrowers — 

 

 

Minorities 
 

Kansas City Morning News  

 

4.1.13:         Immigration reform is one step closer to reality now that the gang of 8 has reached 

an agreement on all major issues. NY Senator Chuck Schumer, one of those senators working on 

immigration legislation, explains to ABC News the conditions for those who arrived illegally to 

be able to stay. Schumer says there two major rules in the guest worker program. He says If an 

American can take the job, a foreigner can't come take it. But second, if there is no American, it 

will be a legal path to immigration rather than people just crossing the border illegally and taking 

these jobs. Will have to earn a path to citizenship. They'll have to learn English, they'll have to 

pay taxes, they'll have to work and they'll have to admit wrong-doing and that they crossed the 

border illegally and pay a price for that too. 

 

6.4.13          About 140 people have been arrested during the latest weekly demonstration led by 

the North Carolina chapter of the NAACP. Police estimate that about 1,000 people attended the 

Monday afternoon protest against the state's Republican-led General Assembly. The people 

arrested entered the Legislative building in Raleigh. Such rallies protesting cuts in social 

programs and changes to voting laws, have taken place every Monday since April. 

 

 

 

Youth 
 

Kansas City’s Morning News 

 

4.3.13:         Wichita police say a 5-year-old girl is recovering after a man poured boiling water 

on her as punishment.   Police say the relative was watching the girl Saturday at a home in 

southwest Wichita. Officers say the man became upset when the girl took food into the living 

room and poured a pan of boiling water on her.  Police says the girl's father came to pick her up 

later in the day, noticed the injuries and took her to a hospital. She was treated for 2nd-degree 

burns to her back, face and arms. So far, no arrests have been made. 

 

5.1.13             Two children whose mother allegedly tried to drown them have been released 

from the hospital.   The children, ages 1 and 4 years old, are now in the care of a family member 

rather than a state social worker or foster home. The girls' mother, Johnna Green, remains jailed 

on two attempted first-degree murder charges.  Emergency crews were called to Green's home on 

South 52nd Street last month to investigate reports of a drowning. According to court documents, 



prosecutors say Green held the children under water for a prolonged period of time until they 

were unresponsive. Police said she's the one who made the call for help. 

 

5.3.13          A Lee’s Summit soccer coach is now facing three counts of attempting to use minors 

to produce child pornography.  The charges allege that 40-year old Joel White used a hidden 

camera to videotape three young girls while they undressed in a bedroom of his home. He is 

being held in Colorado -- where investigators say they found the images on a camera. Each 

charge carries a prison sentence of 15 to 30 years in federal prison. 

 

5.6.13           An attempted robbery and shooting lands a teen in jail.  Police say the 17-year-old 

male approached a truck with five people at Smart and Benton early Sunday morning and tried to 

rob them.  After a brief fight, the teen fired shots and injured two passengers. He was tackled by 

the passengers, who restrained him until police arrived. The shooter suffered a broken ankle. 

Police said the victims injuries were non-life threatening.  Charges are expected to be filed today. 

 

 

Drugs 
 

Kansas City’s Morning News  

 

4.2.13:            Lawrence police say their city is quickly becoming a city known for meth.  

According to the Lawrence Journal World,  Investigators in Lawrence say they have found 

ominous signs that new forms of meth, including powerful drug crystals imported from 

“superlabs” in Mexico and new, do-it-yourself “one-pot” recipes. Police say they are noting a 

widespread increase in the kind of burglaries and identity theft committed by people in the grip 

of a daily addiction.  Police investigating drugs in Lawrence say a dealer coming to town with a 

half-pound of meth — worth about $20,000 on the street — is often only one or two steps 

removed from a Mexican drug cartel. 

 

5.10.13          Smokejumpers parachuting into a fire in the mountains of southern Oregon were 

stunned to find a special kind of weed. The team landed in the Rogue River-Siskiyou National 

forest expecting to fight wildfires started by a rash of lightning strikes... but the team dropped in 

the middle of a marijuana garden... A Jackson County Sheriff's spokesperson said the site near 

the community of Applegate was being cultivated by growers for Mexican drug gangs, and it's 

been used before. The smokejumpers eventually extinguished the fire. But they notified 

authorities, who hiked into the remote site seizing more than 1,500 pot plants along with two 

long guns and other evidence. No one was arrested. 

 

 

 

 

Women  
 

Kansas City’s Morning News  

 



4.2.13:         The first abortion clinic to operate in Wichita since the 2009 murder of physician 

George Tiller plans to open its doors this week despite continuing efforts by abortion foes to 

block it. Formerly called Women’s Health Care Services, the clinic has been renamed South 

Wind Women’s Center. The new clinic is owned by Trust Women Foundation, a nonprofit 

organization founded in 2010 by Julie Burkhart, who worked with Tiller for seven years. 

Although Kansas law allows abortions up to 22 weeks in a pregnancy, Burkhart said clinic 

officials chose not to perform them beyond 14 weeks. A typical pregnancy is about 40 weeks. 

 

4.3.13:           An Alabama bill placing tighter restrictions on abortions in the state is going to 

Gov. Robert Bentley for his signature. Alabama's state House gave final passage late Tuesday to 

a measure that requires abortion clinics to use doctors who have approval to admit patients to 

hospitals in the same city. A similar law in Mississippi is threatening to close the state's only 

abortion clinic. 

 

5.6.13            A 41-year-old Lawrence man has been found guilty of rape and aggravated 

indecent liberties with a child involving a girl who is now 11. Leo Hill  pleaded no contest to one 

count each of rape and indecent liberties over the weekend.  Prosecutors say he sexually 

assaulted the girl eight times  between June 2011 and January 2013. According to Kansas state 

law, rape is punishable by a sentence of 25 years to life in prison.  He'll be sentenced June 12th. 

 

 

 

Health  
 

Kansas City’s Morning News 

 

5.6.13            That popular blue pill called Viagra is now available online. It's a first for the drug 

industry, and patients will still need a doctor's prescription to buy the erectile dysfunction 

medicine. Pfizer, the maker of Viagra, also is offering three free pills with the first order and 30 

percent off the second order. Viagra is $25 a pill. Pfizer is trying to tackle the problem of fake 

versions of the drug being sold online. 

 

5.8.13           A new genetic test goes on sale today that gauges the aggressiveness of prostate 

cancer. That may help tens of thousands of men each year decide whether they can safely 

monitor their cancer or need to treat it. Surgery, radiation or hormone blockers aren't needed in 

most cases and can cause impotence or incontinence.  The test joins another one that recently 

came on the market. They're similar to tests used now for certain breast and colon cancers.   The 

tests are expensive though, and at $3,400 for the least expensive one, it's unknown if insurers 

will pay for it without evidence it leads to better care or saving lives. 

 

5.13.13               Obesity rates for youth will increase from eighteen to thirty-one percent over 

the next twenty-five years.  In a recent childhood obesity study, Blue Cross and Blue Shield of 

Kansas City's Dr. Dawnavan Davis, tells KMBZ education begins with the family. Overweight 

and obese youth account for twenty-four percent of emergency room visits, twenty-two percent 

of outpatient care, and thirty-three percent of prescriptions. We know that childhood obesity is 



not just children, it's a family condition.  And so it's critically important not to just impact the 

child, but also be working with adults as well.   

 

 

Charity 

 
Kansas City’s Morning News 

 

5.13.13           A southwest Missouri woman's 2,000-piece Precious Moments figurine collection 

has been donated to a breast cancer foundation. Jon Stouffer donated his late mother's collection 

of Precious Moments figurines to the Breast Cancer Foundation of the Ozarks. Shirley Stouffer 

died of heart problems in 2007 at age 67, he said, and she was diagnosed with breast cancer in 

1992. He said she collected Precious Moments figurines for about 25 years. The foundation 

provides a variety of services, including short-term, non-medical financial assistance to women 

diagnosed with breast cancer. 

 

 

 

 

 


