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WDGL airs an hour-long public affairs program every week. The program, “Community 
Concerns,” airs Sunday mornings from 6:00 to 7:00 AM.

Here is a summary of the issues and the experts:

April 5, 2020

The Issue: Consumer Protection

Guest: U.S. Attorney-Brandon Fremin

U.S. Attorney Brandon Fremin joined Brian Haldane to discuss the hoarding and price gouging 
task force to crack down on companies that are hoarding products for the purposes of 
profitability or gouging price way over market value.  Brandon breaks down the task force 
explains how this task force will work and how much fraud they hope to prevent.  Then, Fremin 
talks about what types of penalties people will face if found guilty.  He also provides helpful 
information on how citizens can report fraud if they have witnessed it happening. 

The Issue: Health

Guest: East Baton Rouge Coroner-Dr. Beau Clark

East Baton Rouge Coroner Dr. Beau Clark joined Brian to talk about the amount of Coronavirus-
related deaths his office has received.  Dr. Clark explains what is considered a Coronavirus-
related death, which is any cause of death where the person’s condition worsened due to the 
Coronavirus, or if Covid-19 killed them even though they had a pre-existing condition.  Then, 
Dr. Clark breaks down the number of deaths and whether or not the number will rise.  

The Issue: Public Parks

Guest: BREC-Cheryl Michelet 

Cheryl Michelet from BREC joined Brian to discuss the closure of the Frenchtown Rd. 
Conservation area.  Cheryl says that the area is being temporarily closed due to the large number 
of people that were visiting the area over the weekend.  While a number of BREC park aspects 
remain open, she says that playgrounds, basketball courts, and areas that involve close contact 
will be closed.  Cheryl says that walking trails will remain open as long as the park-goers 



practice social distancing.  Then, she explains how BREC is going about enforcing the social 
distancing rules in the parks. 

The Issue: Health

Guest: Mayor-President-Sharon Weston Broome

Brian plays clips of Mayor Sharon Weston Broome’s press conference on Friday as she 
discussed the Coronavirus.

April 12, 2020

The Issue: Insurance

Guest: Insurance Commissioner-Jim Donelon

Insurance Commissioner Jim Donelon joined Brian Haldane to talk about emergency rules.  He 
says that these emergency rules prevent people from having their insurance cancelled due to lack 
of payments for up to 60 days.  Donelon also discusses the telemedicine rule, where people can 
talk with their doctor over the internet to determine whether further treatment is 
required.  Typically, insurance has limitations on telemedicine but for the duration of the 
Coronavirus outbreak, not only have the limitations been suspended, but advancements in 
telemedicine are being made.

The Issue: Health

Guest: Admiral-Brett Giroir

Admiral Brett Giroir joined Brian to talk about possible treatments of Coronavirus and how to 
reduce the spread of it.  Giroir says that social distancing is working but he explains that 
individuals need to understand that evening though they are feeling well, they can still spread the 
virus.  Then, Admiral Giroir discusses how hydroxychloroquine is being used as a possible 
health remedy to combat the Coronavirus.  He also breaks down how well President Trump’s 
team is working together to come up with solutions to the outbreak.  Finally, the admiral talks 
about the increase in Covid-19 testing and how Louisiana is handling the stay-at-home early.

The Issue: Health

Guest: Our Lady of the Lake Oncologist-Dr. Suchit Patel

Our Lady of the Lake Oncologist Dr. Suchit Patel joined Brian to talk about how the cancer 
center is treating patients during the Covid-19 outbreak.  Dr. Patel says that visitors and guests 
are not allowed in the facility unless it is an extreme circumstance to limit the number of people 
inside the building.  Also, anyone who enters the center will have their temperature checked, as 
well as getting checked for a cough and shortness of breath.  Dr. Patel explains the difficulties 
that the cancer center is facing when it comes to tending to the patients during this time. 



The Issue: Crime

Guest: Pastor of the Broadmoor United Methodist Church-Donnie Wilkinson

Pastor of the Broadmoor United Methodist Church Donnie Wilkinson experienced 2 different 
fires at his church, and he joined Brian to explain what happened.  Pastor Wilkinson says that the 
first building that caught fire was the boy scout building that was completely engulfed in flames, 
the boy scouts lost a lot of memorabilia in the fire.  Then, Pastor Wilkinson provides some 
details about the investigation, saying that police have ruled the fires as arson and that law 
enforcement already has a person of interests that is being detained.  He says that the church is 
allowing people to come view the sites to look back on the memories made in those 
buildings.  Finally, the pastor breaks down what the church community is doing to rebuild the 
buildings that were lost in the fire. 

April 19, 2020

The Issue: Tourism 

Guest: Keep Louisiana Beautiful-Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser and Susan Russell

Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser and Susan Russell from Keep Louisiana Beautiful join Brian 
Haldane to discuss the 21 ways to keep Louisiana beautiful.  Susan breaks down different ways 
that you can clean up Louisiana by picking up trash, or simply adding to our beautiful 
landscape.  Susan says that whether it’s planting a tree. starting a garden, or picking up litter, 
keeping the state clean is important for tourism.  Then, Nungesser talks about partnering with 
Susan to make sure the state stays clean, and he discusses the possibility of the state re-opening.

The Issue: Health 

Guest: Physician at Our Lady of the Lake-Dr. Mary Raven

Dr. Mary Raven, a physician at Our Lady of the Lake, joined Brian to discuss health care 
planning.  Dr. Raven says that it is important for each person over the age of 18 to have an 
advanced directive in case of an unexpected death.  Dr. Raven explains how to set up an 
advanced directive and the importance of getting someone you trust to be your power of attorney 
when it comes to making any health decisions for you when it’s a matter of life and death. 

The Issue: Crime/Gun Safety 

Guest: U.S. Attorney’s Office-Holly Sheets and BRPD Sergeant-Don Coppola 

Holly Sheets from the U.S. Attorney’s Office and Sergeant Don Coppola with BRPD joined 
Brian for this week’s Crimestoppers segment to discuss home gun safety.  With the stay-at-home 
orders in place, it is important for children to be educated on gun safety when it comes to guns at 
home.  Holly says that if a child sees a gun in their home, they might not be able to tell whether it 
is real or fake or how to handle it responsibly.  Then, officer Coppola broke down how and 



where to safely store guns and how certain safety locks can be placed on guns to protect your 
child. 

The Issue: Veterans 

Guest: Secretary of Veteran’s Affairs-Robert Wilkie

Secretary of Veteran’s Affairs Robert Wilkie joined Brian to talk about veteran’s and how at risk 
they are for contracting the Coronavirus.  When determining if veterans are more at risk, Wilkie 
says that it mainly depends on age.  He talks about the number of Coronavirus related deaths in 
veteran’s and says that almost half of the veteran’s that have died have been over the age of 
80.  Then, he explains that the location of the veteran’s is a big factor in contracting the virus, 
with a large number living in Orleans and the surrounding parishes.  He also discusses treatments 
and funding for veteran’s and how much it has improved, along with low unemployment rates. 

April 27, 2020

The Issue: Health 

Guest: Pennington Biomedical Research Center-Dr. Ursula White

Dr. Ursula White from the Pennington Biomedical Research Center joined Brian Haldane to talk 
about obesity and why it is so dangerous during the Coronavirus outbreak.  Medical 
professionals have determined that having pre-existing health conditions makes you more at risk 
for Covid-19, well Dr. White says that obesity is the source for a lot of other health 
conditions.  Dr. White explains her study that breaks down sudden or temporary weight gain and 
its impact on the human body.  With gyms not being open and a lot of people stuck at home, Dr. 
White emphasizes the importance of people staying in shape during the stay-at-home order.

The Issue: Unemployment  

Guest: Louisiana Workforce Commission-Ava Dejoie

Ava Dejoie with the Louisiana Workforce Commission joined Brian to talk about the large 
number of unemployment claims.  Ava says that this is the highest that unemployment has been 
in Louisiana in quite some time.  Then, Ava breaks down the amount of money that the state has 
paid so far to those who have filed for unemployment and the requirements to file and receive 
the unemployment money.

The Issue: Economy   

Guest: Baton Rouge Area Chamber-Adam Knapp

Adam Knapp from the Baton Rouge Area Chamber joined Brian to discuss BRAC’s efforts to 
help with economic recovery and he breaks down the framework for re-opening the 
economy.  Adam says a 15-page document for the framework will be released later this week to 
help people along the way so that they can better understand some of the guidelines for re-
opening their business.  Then, Adam talks about how the Governor has worked with different 



organizations and asked for their input to add certain guidelines to re-open.  Knapp also breaks 
down the Federal Provisions Document that is available on their website and he also explains 
main street lending along with the PPP.

The Issue: Medicine   

Guest: Senior Vice President of Pharmacy Care and Patient Advocacy of the National 
Association of Chain Drug Stores-Kathleen Jaeger

Kathleen Jaeger, the Senior Vice President of Pharmacy Care and Patient Advocacy of the 
National Association of Chain Drug Stores joined Brian to talk about pharmacies testing for 
Covid-19.  Kathleen says that Pharmacists are considered frontline workers and she believes that 
rapid testing will increase at pharmacies across the country.  Kathleen breaks down the training 
that the pharmacists have received and says that it is not much different than their normal 
training.  Then, she discusses which pharmacies will test for Covid-19, saying that in addition to 
the national chains, some local pharmacies might administer tests as well. 

The Issue: Health  

Guest: Secretary of Housing and Urban Development-Dr. Ben Carson

Dr. Ben Carson, the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development, joined Brian to talk about the 
President’s task force and how they plan on dealing with the Covid-19 outbreak.  Then, Dr. 
Carson explains HUD’s role in the task force and what his office is working on, including 
making sure homelessness and evictions do not rise during this pandemic and how to help people 
with keeping their homes and giving them peace of mind.  Then, Carson put his doctor hat on 
and said that his biggest concern of about re-opening the economy is that once the stay-at-home 
order is lifted, people will go back to normal all at once, Dr. Carson says that a gradual re-
opening is the safer way to get back to work.  Finally, Dr. Carson breaks down his office’s new 
guidelines regarding SBA loans and the duplication of benefits. 

May 3, 2020

The Issue: Tourism 

Guest: Lieutenant Governor-Billy Nungesser

Lieutenant Governor Billy Nungesser joined Brian Haldane to talk about the virtual tourism 
meetings that have taken place during the Coronavirus outbreak.  The Governor extended the 
stay-at-home order until at least May 15th, Nungesser discusses the likelihood that tourism and 
vacationing in Louisiana will be up and running when May 15th comes around.  (View the 
tourism site at LouisianaTravel.com) Then, Nungesser breaks down Louisiana’s seafood industry 
and how residents can support the struggling industry, that you can view at 
LouisianaSeafood.com.  Lt. Governor Nungesser also explains when most of the State Parks and 
museums will be re-opened and how much money the parks are losing during the stay-at-home 
order.  He also talks about students having to learn from home and tutoring services for testing 
and the details of it that can be found at HomeworkLA.org.  Nungesser explains the importance 



of volunteering at the food banks and meal delivery services during this time of need and says 
you can learn how to do that at VolunteerLouisiana.gov. 

The Issue: Health  

Guest: Oncologist with Our Lady of the Lake-Dr. Vincent Cataldo 

Oncologist with Our Lady of the Lake Dr. Vincent Cataldo joined Brian to talk about a study 
being performed to determine whether or not plasma from a previously infected person can help 
treat Coronavirus patients.  Dr. Cataldo says that when taking plasma, they only take the liquid 
portion of the blood to get antibodies that helped fight off the virus.  To donate plasma, a patient 
must have recovered from Coronavirus and be asymptomatic for 28 days.  Plasma donations are 
a 1 to 1 donation meaning when one person donates plasma, the entire donation will go to one 
person.  

The Issue: Public Safety  

Guest: Central Police Chief Roger Corcoran

Central Police Chief Roger Corcoran joined Brian to talk about how Pastor Spell’s mother has 
encouraged people to call the Central Police Department constantly in order to jam up their 
phone lines.  Chief Corcoran says that being an inconvenience is only part of it, if the phone lines 
are busy, the 911 call center can’t transfer calls to them, which means a person in need might not 
be able to get through to the police department in order to receive the assistance they 
need.  Chief Corcoran explains how the situation came to this point and how it can be resolved.

The Issue: Health  

Guest: State Representative-Ted James

State Representative Ted James joined Brian to talk about contracting the Coronavirus and what 
his symptoms were like and how long it took for him to recover from the virus.  Representative 
James explains the treatment he received at the hospital and the helpfulness of all the 
nurses.  Then, Ted talks about the mental aspect of fighting the virus and how important it is to 
move around instead of just laying around and letting it pass.  James says that it was a difficult 
road to recovery but he’s grateful for all the nurses.

May 17, 2020

The Issue: Public Safety 

Guest: Dr. Catherine O’Neal 

Dr. Catherine O’Neal joined Brian Haldane to talk about the Louisiana Stay Safe Toolbox.  This 
toolbox provides information about how people can stay safe.  Dr. O’Neal breaks down the most 
important precautions to take once the economy re-opens, and she educates us on when the most 
appropriate times to wear masks and how often it should be done.  She says that the purpose of 
this tool kit is to make people feel safe and informed once they go back to work.  Finally, Dr. 



O’Neal previews certain treatment options, including plasma donations and the possibility of UV 
light treatment. 

The Issue: Health 

Guest: Women’s Hospital-Dr. Elizabeth Sutton

 Dr. Elizabeth Sutton joined Brian to talk about the impact that Covid-19 can have on pregnant 
women.  Dr. Sutton says that studies show that anxiety and stress within pregnant women can 
cause complications during the pregnancy and can also affect the child’s ability to grow and 
develop.  About a month ago, the cause of death for an infant was ruled Coronavirus because the 
child’s mother was infected with the virus, so it is important to determine how healthy these 
women are.  Woman’s Hospital has set up a survey for pregnant women to take to determine the 
steps they are taking to stay healthy and deal with the mental stress of this pandemic.  The initial 
survey takes about 20 minutes, then after that, a 10-minute weekly survey is sent out through the 
duration of the pregnancy.  To sign up for the survey, visit womans.org/covidresearch.

The Issue: Economy  

Guest:  Energy Secretary-Dan Brouillette

Energy Secretary Dan Brouillette joined Brian to talk about the low oil prices.  Dan says that he 
expects oil prices to gradually rise for the remainder of the year, but folks will still be able to 
take advantage of low oil prices for the next year or so.  Then, he breaks down what his office is 
working on to increase oil production and how much oil production will rise in the future.  Dan 
also discusses the oil reserves and explains how much is available.  He says that they are adding 
300,000 barrels of oil per day to the reserves.  Finally, Dan talks about the cyber hacking 
attempts at the Department of Energy.

The Issue: Public Safety  

Guest:  Baton Rouge Police Chief-Murphy Paul

Baton Rouge Police Chief Murphy Paul joined Brian to talk about the beginning of phase 1 of re-
opening and what it means for his department.  Chief Paul says that there will be more traffic on 
the road now that more people will head back to work, which gives his officers more to watch 
out for.  He also talks about businesses that will be allowed to open at 25% capacity and how 
important communication between BRPD and those businesses are, but he explains that most 
businesses have followed the rules so far.  Then, Chief Paul discusses the administrative 
positions at BRPD that will return to work and he breaks down the decrease in 911 calls that they 
have received during the stay-at-home order.  Though there has been a decrease in calls, 
domestic violence incidents have seen a spike, Chief Paul explains why.  Finally, the Chief 
previews the memorial ceremony that will take place this weekend, which honors law 
enforcement officers such as Lt. Glenn Hutto who have lost their lives in the line of duty.



May 24, 2020

The Issue: Health 

Guest: None

On this episode on Community Concerns, we had a special Memorial Day show for you where 
Gil Gross from CBS interviewed a variety of guests about Memorial Day and Covid-19.

June 8, 2020

The Issue: Environment  

Guest: Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority-Chip Kline

Chip Kline from the Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority joined Brian Haldane to talk 
about Louisiana’s coast.  A report came out that if nothing is done, Louisiana will lose its 
coastline.  Chip breaks down what the Restoration Authority is doing to help rebuild the 
coastline and prevent further damage.  He talks about a variety of projects that are underway and 
in the works for the future.  Then, Chip discusses how Covid-19 has affected their progress and 
work on the coastline.  Finally, he discusses how the CPRA is receiving funding for multiple 
projects and where future money will come from.

The Issue: Environment  

Guest: Our Lady of The Lake-Dr. Kelly Finan

Dr. Kelly Finan with Our Lady of The Lake joined Brian to discuss which types of surgeries are 
being allowed now that phase 2 is on the horizon.  Dr. Finan says that the most serious and time 
sensitive surgeries such as cancer operations are being performed, and elective surgeries such as 
cosmetic procedures are being delayed.  Then, she talks about the safety precautions that are 
being taken, including checking a patient once they get to the hospital and asking them to 
quarantine for two weeks leading up to the procedure.  Dr. Finan explains what would happen if 
a patient is covid positive but needs a time sensitive surgery, she says that it would be up to the 
surgeon as to whether the operation will be performed.  Finally, she breaks down the difference 
between the Covid and non-Covid section of the hospital and the Our Lady of the Lake visitor’s 
policy.

The Issue: Drugs  

Guest: East Baton Rouge Coroner-Dr. Beau Clark

East Baton Rouge Coroner Dr. Beau Clark joined Brian to talk about the alarming number of 
opioid deaths which is already approaching last year’s record.  We are only halfway through 
2020 and we have 104 opioid related deaths in East Baton Rouge, EBR had 124 for the entire 
year in 2019.  Dr. Clark explains why the deaths are so high and relates it to the Coronavirus 
shutdown because a lot of people are not taking drug screenings for work while the stay-at-home 



order was in effect.  He also talks about what drugs are being abused the most and what can be 
done to lower the amount of opioid related deaths.

The Issue: Race Relations  

Guest: BRPD-Sergeant Don Coppola 

Sergeant Don Coppola with BRPD joined Brian and discussed the protests in Baton Rouge 
following the death of George Floyd.  These protests have been largely peaceful, and Don 
commends the protesters and explains how BRPD wants the protests to remain peaceful and how 
the department is working with these demonstrators to help them safely exercise their first 
amendment rights.  Then, Don gets into cop mode and breaks down a few fugitives that are 
wanted by BRPD, including Dalayvian Rudison, who is wanted for attempted murder after 
shooting some during a dispute, and Donald Robinson, who is wanted on the charges of domestic 
battery and simple burglary.  He was trying to get things out of a female acquaintances house, 
and she did not want to let him in.  Once he got in, he punched her in the stomach knowing she 
was 8 months pregnant.  If you have any information on wanted fugitives, call Crimestoppers at 
344-STOP.  

The Issue: Weather

Guest: Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards

Brian played back audio from Governor John Bel Edwards’ press conference regarding Tropical 
Storm Cristobal.  

June 14, 2020

The Issue: Education   

Guest: State Superintendent of Education-Dr. Cade Brumley

State Superintendant of Education Dr. Cade Brumley joined Brian Haldane to talk about the 
current state of the education system in Louisiana.  Brumley starts off by discussing his time in 
office and how well he is adjusting to his new position.  Then, he talks about some of the most 
pressing issues in the education system and he breaks down his plan for how he will improve 
Louisiana’s education system.

The Issue: Health   

Guest: Our Lady of the Lake-Johnnay Benjamin

Johnnay Benjamin with Our Lady of the Lake joined Brian for Medical Monday to talk about the 
Mary Bird Perkins Cancer Center’s Prevention On The Go program, which allows people to 
receive cancer screenings at no cost at mobile screening centers.  Johnnay breaks down where 
the mobile centers are and how the Coronavirus pandemic has prevented a lot of people to 
receive necessary screenings and why Our Lady of the Lake decided that it was so important to 



provide screenings to people in need.  Then, she explains what age you should get screened for 
certain types of cancers. 

The Issue: Crime  

Guest: BRPD-Corporal Sam Stafford and Sergeant Don Coppola

Corporal Sam Stafford and Sergeant Don Coppola were in studio with Brian to discuss 
fraud.  Stafford talks about the different types of fraud and how the stay-at-home order due to the 
Coronavirus.  He explains how these fraud risks work and what folks should be on the lookout 
for.

The Issue: Health 

Guest: Louisiana Governor John Bel Edwards

Brian played back Governor John Bel Edwards’ press conference as he continues to talk about 
Coronavirus cases throughout the state.

June 21, 2020

The Issue: Health   

Guest: Dr. Alex Billioux

Dr. Alex Billioux joined Brian Haldane to talk about the recent spike in Coronavirus cases in the 
past week.  Dr. Billioux explains why this is happening and what we can do to control the 
numbers and maintain the number of cases.  Billioux says that part of the recent spike in numbers 
and contact tracing.  He breaks down contact tracing and says that contact tracing is not so much 
about finding positive tests but determining where and how the infected person was exposed to 
Covid-19.  Finally, he breaks down how well Baton Rouge is doing in regards to case numbers 
and how the state compares to neighboring states at this point.

The Issue: Business   

Guest: CEO and Co-Founder of Gulf Coast Bank & Trust-Guy T Williams

Guy T Williams is the CEO and Co-Founder of Gulf Coast Bank & Trust and joined Brian to 
discuss how the day to day banking business as a whole has adapted and changed during Covid-
19, navigating PPP’s and how differently banking will look moving forward.

The Issue: Health   

Guest: COO of Baton Rouge General Hospital-Trisha Guidry

Trisha Guidry, COO of the newly re-opened Baton Rouge General Hospital joined Brian to 
discuss The General’s reopening on Monday. Brian gets an update on how things are going, how 
they prepared for the reopening and what the plans are for the future of the hospital. 



 The Issue: Health   

Guest: Our Lady of the Lake Pediatrician-Dr. Mandy Grier 

Pediatrician Dr. Mandy Grier with Our Lady of the Lake joined Brian to talk about the 
importance of not delaying vaccinations.  With the Coronavirus causing businesses to close and 
with a mandatory stay-at-home order that was in place, medical visits have been postponed by a 
lot of people.  Dr. Grier explains the importance of not delaying well visits and 
vaccinations.  She breaks down the different types of vaccinations and which ones are more 
crucial and time sensitive than others.  Then, Dr. Grier explains the different safety precautions 
that are in place when a child visits the doctor’s office.  Finally, she explains how you can 
schedule an appointment with Our Lady of the Lake Children’s Health.


