
Issues Program List 

KLYQ (Hamilton, MT); KGVO (Missoula, MT); KMPT (East Missoula, MT); KAMM-FM (Frenchtown, MT); 

KYSS-FM (Missoula, MT); KENR-FM (Superior, MT); KBAZ-FM (Hamilton, MT) 

April 1, 2020 – June 30, 2020 

SECTION 1. ISSUES 

The above stations have identified the following as some of the more significant community issues 

addressed by this station for the quarter specified.      

A. COVID-19.  COVID-19 pandemic was the main issue facing our area during the quarter. The State of 
Montana began to re-open the state, following an early “Stay at Home” order.  The adjustments to life 
with the existence of the virus continue.  Even though we have other issues listed, almost all of them 
were affected one way or the other by the coronavirus threat. 

 B. Racial Issues.  “Black Lives Matter” reached Montana, with demonstrations happening in Missoula 
and Hamilton during the quarter.  Responses to the demonstrations are opening up discussions about 
race issues in the state. 

C. Education.  Our education issues this quarter dealt with the closures of schools due to COVID-19 and 
how the teachers and students are coping with “distance learning” and questions about the future 
classes. 

D. Environment.  Western Montana cities are known for their “green” neighborhoods with lots of trees 
and parks.  Dr. Peter Kolb and others answered questions about forest stewardship and public park 
health.    

E. Government.  Local and state government operations are coming under increased scrutiny, especially 
with COVID-19 expenditures.  Meanwhile, rising infrastructure costs are continuing. 

F. Economy.  The business climate is undergoing massive changes this year.  Missoula has a respected 
Bureau of Business and Economic Research.  We looked to them for the latest trends. 

     

  



SECTION II. RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS 

“Community Viewpoint” is a 28-minute-long locally-produced program that airs weekly on each station 
at the following times:  Saturdays at 8:30 a.m. on KLYQ and KGVO.  Sundays at 6:00 a.m. on KMPT, 
KAMM-FM, KYSS-FM, KENR-FM, and KBAZ-FM. 
 

DATE AIRED RELATED ISSUE and PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

4/04/20 
 
4/05/20 

Education – We spoke with Missoula County Public Schools Superintendent Rob 
Watson about remote learning and budgets. We talked about how students will be 
graded if the school year ends prematurely (which it did). He also explained that 
the school lunch program is continuing even though classes are all “distance 
learning.”  

4/11/20 
 
4/12/20 

COVID-19 – Dr. Al Olszewski talked about healthcare and how the state is doing 
when it comes to battling COVID-19.  He has been running a campaign for the 
office of Governor and is hearing many opinions about the state and the current 
governor’s response to the pandemic.  

4/18/20 
 
4/19/20 

COVID-19 – Missoula City Council member Jesse Ramos explained the city’s 
response to the COVID-19 threat.  He talked about the city’s purchase of the 
abandoned Sleepy Inn motel for possible use as a quarantine area for homeless 
people who test positive for the coronavirus.  He also talked about what federal 
funding is available to the county and city. 

4/25/20 
 
4/26/20 

Government – Brian Hensel, deputy director of public works in Missoula had a 
recap on the winter snow work and looked ahead to future projects, including 
more road closures and detours in busy business areas.  Communications Director 
Ginny Merriam addressed further questions about the Sleepy Inn motel purchase, 
including the price tag of the property.  

5/02/20 
 
5/03/20 

Economy – Patrick Barkey, Director of the UM Bureau of Business and Economic 
Research, had a detailed report on the past year of Montana and local business 
trends and then talked about the future.  The Bureau recently released a study 
about how COVID-19 will negatively impact the state – including the massive 
tourism industry. 

5/09/20 
 
5/10/20 

COVID-19 – A detailed look at one of our main hospitals – Community Medical 
Center – and how it is dealing with COVID-19.  We talked to Associate Chief 
Nursing Officer Holly Nagel, Medical Staff President Dr. Mike Stewart, Emergency 
Medical physician Aaron Feist and Director of Marketing and Community Relations 
Megan Condra.  They explained new procedures, including hospital visitation, 
testing and issues tied to re-opening the state from a “Stay At Home” directive. 
They also suggested ways for the community to stay safe.  

5/16/20 
 
5/17/20 

Economy – Deena Mansour is the new director of the University of Montana’s 
Mansfield Center.  She detailed the history of the center and how the current 
events are being studied, including an international focus.   

5/23/20 
 
5/24/20 

Environment – The new program Engage Missoula is a way for the community to 
get more involved with city government.  Included in the discussion were Director 
of Parks and Recreation Donna Gaukler, Parks and Trails Design Specialist Nathan 
McLeod, and City Communications Director Ginny Merriam, with emphasis on the 
public parks, including how COVID-19 is affecting their use. 



5/30/20 
 
5/31/20 

Environment – MSU Forestry Professor Dr. Peter Kolb is a regular contributor on 
our stations, with expertise on trees.  We talked about some of the more recent 
health issues facing those in the city with trees on their properties.  He also 
explained the term “forest stewardship” and how it can help Montana’s public 
forest health.  He also had information about stewardship planning workshops. 
Briefly, we talked about an upcoming natural resources youth camp. 

6/06/20 
 
6/07/20 

Racial Issues – Bob Seidenschwarz presented another of our World Affairs Council 
programs.  This one was “Growing Up Black in America: Experiences and 
Observations,” including Andre Floyd, Anthony Brown and Jacob Elder about their 
experiences and views on race issues in the Missoula community, the state of 
Montana and in the U.S. in general.    

6/13/20 
 
6/14/20 

Government – Public Service Commissioner Roger Koopman is critical of the 
organization, where he has served since being elected over eight years ago. He 
said the Commission become politically motivated, instead of serving the people of 
Montana. He summarized some his op-ed publications and was detailed in the 
specifics and circumstances that he believes have contributed to the erosion of the 
Montana Public Service Commission.  

6/20/20 
 
6/21/20 

Economy – From the Missoula Chamber of Commerce, Director of Membership 
Mark Losh and the new Missoula Junior Bruins Hockey Coach Emerson Etem talked 
about the new culture and growth of the Missoula Junior Bruins.  We spoke to two 
of their players and former NHL Stanley Cup campion Devante Smith-Pelly. Losh 
talked about how the increasing interest of hockey in Missoula helps the economy.  

6/28/20 
 
6/29/20 

Racial Issues – Missoula city councilor Mirtha Becerra of the Ad Hoc Committee of 
the council talked about a proposal for a Community Research Project addressing 
systemic racism and public safety in Missoula.  She also answered public questions 
about social justice and public safety concerning recent and future 
demonstrations.  

 


