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Issue: Highway Update
April 17, 2018
By Tim Shaw
WKQW-AM WKQW-AM 6 TIMES
The public is invited to study the plans for rehabilitation work on three bridges which 
cross over Interstate 80 in southern Venango County.

The three bridges carry Route 308, Rockdale Road and Stone Church Road over the 
Interstate highway.  Work on the Rockdale Road span is scheduled for this year, and the 
other two projects are to be carried out next year.

The Route 308 and Rockdale Road bridges are classified as structurally obsolete, and the 
Stone Church Road bridge is considered structurally deficient.  A 45-day detour is 
planned for the Rockdale Road bridge work and two-month delays for the other two 
projects.

PennDOT says the plans may be viewed from 8:00 AM until 2:00 PM on Mondays 
through Thursdays until May 1 at the Clintonville Borough Building on Franklin Street in 
Clintonville.  Any public input regarding historic or archaeological sites in the area, or 
any questions or other concerns will be welcomed.

Issue: Education
June 26, 2018
By Tim Shaw
WKQW-AM WKQW-AM 6 TIMES

The Oil City Area School Board has hired Lynda Weller as the district’s new 
superintendent.

Weller’s hiring was approved by a 7-to-1 vote at Monday night’s board meeting.

Weller as most recently served as co-principal at Oil City High School.  She has also 
spent five years as an elementary school principal in the Oil City district.

Weller will succeed Patrick Gavin, who has announced his retirement, effective as of the 
first of next month.

Issue:  Education
June 16, 2018
By Tim Shaw
WKQW-AM WKQW-AM 6 TIMES
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The Oil City Area, Franklin Area and Cranberry Area School Boards all approved final 
readings of budgets for the next school year on Monday night.

Only one of the spending plans contains a real estate tax increase.

Cranberry’s budget of $19 million includes a 3.3 percent hike in the property tax, an 
increase of about $4.50 per year for each $10,000 worth of assessed real estate value.

Franklin’s budget totals just under $34.2 million and will require about $1.7 million from 
reserves to cover a deficit.

Issue:  Election/Vote
May 16, 2018
By Tim Shaw
WKQW-AM WKQW-AM 6 TIMES
State Senator Scott Wagner has won a three-way race in the Republican primary to 
square off against incumbent Democrat Tom Wolf in this November’s Pennsylvania 
gubernatorial race.

In his victory speech on Tuesday night, Wagner vowed to get things done in Harrisburg.

Wolf will have a different running mate for Lieutenant Governor this year.  For the first 
time since the post of Lieutenant Governor was made an electable position, Mike Stack 
was tossed out by voters, finishing well back in a five-way battle in the Democratic 
primary.  Stack’s term had been filled with controversy and a public feud with Wolf.  The 
nomination went to Braddock Mayor John Fetterman, an unconventional politician who 
is expected to bring some life to Harrisburg, should he be elected.

Issue:  Election/Vote
April 13, 2018
By Tim Shaw
WKQW-AM WKQW-AM 6 TIMES
The deadline to register to vote in the upcoming Pennsylvania Primary or to change party 
affiliation is Monday (April 16).

Any registration material sent through the mail must be postmarked by Monday.

May 8 is the final date on which a voter may register to apply for a civilian absentee 
ballot, and such a ballot must be received by May 11.

Pennsylvania’s primary election is slated for Tuesday, May 15

Issue: Education
June 19, 2018
By Tim Shaw
WKQW-AM WKQW-AM 6 TIMES
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The Valley Grove School Board on Monday night unanimously approved a new $15.3 
million budget which does not include a real estate tax increase.

The spending plan for the 2018-2019 school year will require a transfer of nearly $1.4 
million from the district’s reserve fund.

Final votes for new budgets in the Oil City Area and Franklin Area School Districts are 
scheduled for next Monday.  Neither plan is expected to contain a hike in property taxes.

Issue: Education
May 22, 2018
By Tim Shaw
WKQW-AM WKQW-AM 6 TIMES
The current director of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has been named the new 
chancellor of the agency which oversees Pennsylvania’s fourteen state-owned 
universities.

The Board of Governors of the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education has 
selected Dr. Daniel Greenstein to become the Systems’ sixth chancellor, succeeding 
Frank Brogan who stepped down last September.

Former Clarion University President Karen Whitney has been serving as interim 
chancellor.

The Board’s move is believed to signal a new direction for the System, troubled by 
financial problems and declining enrollment.  The System includes Clarion, Slippery 
Rock and Edinboro Universities.

Issue: Route 8
June 12, 2018
By Tim Shaw
WKQW-AM WKQW-AM 6 TIMES
PennDOT has announced that a second public meeting has been scheduled concerning an 
update on the Route 8 Asset Management and Corridor Improvement Study.

Open house hours have been set for Tuesday, June 26 from 5:30 PM until 7:00 PM at the 
Franklin High School Auditorium.

Information on the purpose, status and schedule, roadway conditions, an evaluation of the 
ideas brought up during the study and the option of continuing the corridor as a four-lane 
highway will be made available.  A presentation is scheduled for 5:45 PM.

Early options for the ten-and-a-half mile stretch from DeBence Drive in Sandycreek 
Township to Georgetown Road in Irwin Township near Barkeyville included making 
improvements to the present four-lane highway, or reverting the road back to two lanes.  
Based on earlier study results, PennDOT refined the study to focus on only four-lane 
options.
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An economic analysis has been undertaken to determine the costs of maintaining the 
status of the highway in the future.

Issue: Route 8
June 27, 2018
By Tim Shaw
WKQW-AM WKQW-AM 6 TIMES 
In confirming Tuesday night that a stretch of Route 8 south of Franklin will be 
maintained as a divided four-lane highway, PennDOT revealed there has even been 
consideration to extending the four-lanes to a point near Barkeyville at the junction with 
Interstate 80.

While that plan may be far into the future or not brought into fruition at all, speakers at a 
public meeting at Franklin High School did officially put to rest the fears of local 
residents and businessmen that the road would be reverted to two lanes.

A year-long study on how to proceed with maintenance of the highway from Sandycreek 
Township to Irwin Township near Barkeyville initially centered on four options – three 
of which involved plans to return the road to two-lane status.  PennDOT, though, 
announced this spring that, following a financial study and the opinions of many 
individuals in this part of the Oil Region, the conclusion of the study would concentrate 
on the four-lane option.

On Tuesday night at a final public meeting on the matter, PennDOT officials said the 
entire ten-and-a-half-mile stretch of Route 8 will be repaved, some curved areas will be 
banked and the Morrison Run floodwater problem will be remedied.
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