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Public Issues identified by community leaders and the general public important to Wausau and 

surrounding communities are Economy including costs, jobs and unemployment; Government 

including national, state and local; Environment including wildlife and management;  

Education including opportunities and costs; Health including safety, insurance coverage and 

sickness.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Economy: Date Aired: October 9, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length 

:17  Eighth-graders in north central Wisconsin toured metal manufacturing plants Wednesday to 

learn about career opportunities, and how to train for them at area colleges. More than 35-

hundred youngsters took the fourth annual Heavy Metal Tour. Businesses in ten counties get 

involved each year, along with North-central and Mid-State technical colleges and Nicolet 

College in Rhinelander. 

 

Date Aired: October 19, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :12  

Improvements to the website are being given some of the credit for a record-setting list of more 

than 100-thousand open jobs by the Department of Workforce Development.  That's the most 

since Job Center Of Wisconsin-dot-com was launched seven years ago.   

 

Date Aired: October 21, 2015 time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  Bank 

executive Mark Hogan has been approved as the new head of Wisconsin's embattled jobs 

agency. The 40-year M-and-I Bank official will replace Reed Hall as the executive director of 

the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation. The governor's office said Hogan will bring 

"invaluable" experience to the W-E-D-C, which has been plagued by accountability issues  

 

Date Aired: October 22, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  

Ministry Health Care says it's cutting 500-full time jobs. The company's CEO says they were 

forced to make the decision because of a declining number of patients. Some cuts will come 

from job consolidation and not replacing people who leave. Ministry owns 15 hospitals and 46 

clinics in Wisconsin, including facilities in Marshfield, Weston, Wausau and Stevens Point. 

 

Date Aired: October 26, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :11  Lower 

natural gas prices and a warmer forecast for winter temperatures are why Xcel Energy forecast 

heating costs may be 20-to-25 percent lower this winter. Wisconsin Public Service is slightly 

more conservative, projecting an 18 percent drop 

 

Date Aired: November 16, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :11  

Gasoline prices continue to drop in Wisconsin. The state is already seeing some of the lowest 

fuel prices in five years. Some gas stations in Beloit were already posting pump prices below two 



dollars-a-gallon Friday. The statewide average is two-29.    

 

Date Aired: November 19, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :12  Gas 

is selling for a-dollar-99 in some parts of Wisconsin. Stations in Sun Prairie, and other areas had 

prices below two dollars around Thanksgiving for the first time in six years. Experts say part of 

the reason is that all Midwest refineries are up and running without issue. 

 

Date Aired: December 2, 2015 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :14  The nation's factories 

had their lowest output last month since 2009, but a Milwaukee investment firm says investors 

are not giving up hope. A new survey by Robert W. Baird and Company shows that 46-percent 

plan to increase their investments in manufacturing next year. Just nine-percent plan to reduce 

those investments.  

 

Date Aired: December 3, 2014 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  Many 

Wisconsinites are making less money than they did during the Great Recession. The U-S Census 

Bureau says two-thirds of Wisconsin's 72 counties had drops in their median household incomes 

from 2009 through last year. U-W Madison professor Tim Smeeding says the numbers reflect a 

major hit taken by the state's manufacturing sector in the recession.  

 

Date Aired: December 18, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :15  The 

U-S Labor Department says Wisconsin created almost 31-thousand private sector jobs during the 

year ending in June. That's an increase of about one-and-a-quarter percent from the previous 

year. It ranks Wisconsin 37th among the 50 states in its percentage of job growth. 

 

Date Aired: December 22, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  

Wisconsin Realtors are on pace to sell their largest numbers of existing houses in a decade. The 

state Realtors Association says its members sold almost 48-hundred houses in November at a 

median price of 150-thousand dollars, both up three-point-four percent from a year ago. 

Wisconsin is on pace to sell more than 75-thousand houses for the year, the most since 2005 

 

 



 

 

 

Government: Date Aired: October 1, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment 

Length :19  The Wisconsin Capitol rotunda will be closed for a month beginning Monday so 

repairs to the interior dome can be completed. The first and ground floors of the rotunda will be 

closed from Monday until November 10th. Repairs between the interior and exterior Capitol 

dome are scheduled to continue until the middle of January. 

 

Date Aired: October 1, 2015 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  Governor Walker's 

approval rating keeps dropping among Wisconsinites. A new Marquette Law School poll 

released yesterday gives the Republican Walker 37-percent approval, two points lower than his 

all-time low of 39-percent in August. The poll also showed that 62-percent do not Walker to seek 

a third term as governor in 2018. But almost four-of-every five Republicans surveyed want him 

to run again. 

 

Date Aired: October 2, 2015 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  Governor Walker blames 

the Legislature's Joint Finance Committee for new delays in the completions of five major 

highway projects. Democrats are demanding a special session to deal with the delays.  

Yesterday, the Republican Walker told reporters a special session would not be needed if the 

finance panel would exercise its option to approve 350-million additional highway dollars. 

Walker says his administration will work with Republican leaders to get it done. He hopes it will 

happen "sometime in the next month."  

 

Date Aired: October 8, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  State 

Assembly republicans rolled out a plan Wednesday to completely replace the Government 

Accountability Board with two new commissions. GOP lawmakers said they want to replace the 

non-partisan Board of Judges and an overall executive director with new commissions to handle 

elections and ethics separately. 

 

Date Aired: October 14, 2015 Time: 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :17  Governor 

Walker says he'll consider a proposal to force public colleges to allow concealed weapons in 

their buildings. Two Republican lawmakers are seeking co-sponsors before introducing their bill. 



It would let those who have state concealed-carry permits take weapons into all U-W and 

technical college buildings.  

 

Date Aired: October 16, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  

Blocked railroad crossings are an increasing problem, and yesterday representative Ron Kind 

sent a letter to the Government Accountability Office asking for an investigation into the public 

safety risks posed by the blocked crossings. Kind says communities feel cut off when trains 

block crossings and believes they are not only a problem for people trying to get in and out of 

town, but it poses a public safety hazard. 

 

Date Aired: October 21, 2015 time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :16  Both 

houses of the Wisconsin Legislature have agreed to end secret John Doe investigations into 

political misconduct. Both the Assembly and Senate debated the measure yesterday. All 

Republicans in both houses voted yes. All Democrats voted no, A final Assembly vote is set for 

today, before the bill goes to Governor Walker.  

 

Date Aired: October 29, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :12  Paul 

Ryan is expected to be confirmed as Speaker by the full House of Representatives today. The 45-

year-old Ryan a 17-year House veteran would be the youngest representative to serve as speaker 

of the U-S House since 1869 and the first from Wisconsin.  

 

Date Aired: November 2, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :18  

Republicans in the Wisconsin Assembly plan to pass a series of bills affecting food stamp 

recipients when they gather at the Capitol tomorrow. Three of the measures target people who 

participate in FoodShare. The fourth bill would stop unemployment benefits for seven years if a 

person pretends to be someone else or lies when applying.  

 

Date Aired: November 4, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :17  The 

federal government says Wisconsin is violating federal rules with some of the conditions that 

state Republicans require to keep food stamp benefits. The U-S Food and Nutrition Service says 

the Food-Share program needs to correct four areas. They mainly involve the state's 2013 

mandate that participants work or get job training to keep getting the federally-funded benefits.  

 



Date Aired: November 5, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :14  

Starting Monday, certain people seeking welfare benefits will have to submit to drug testing. 

This week, Governor Walker approved the rule calling it step forward. Under the plan, those who 

test positive for a controlled substance without a prescription would be eligible for a drug 

treatment plan. 

 

Date Aired: November 11, 2015 Time: 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and8:30AM Segment Length :21  A new 

bill is being proposed to make train tracks safer, and improve emergency responses to 

derailments like the two in Wisconsin last weekend. Assembly Democrat Jill Billings of La 

Crosse unveiled her plan yesterday that would hire four extra state track inspectors. It would also 

provide more training for local emergency responders, and force railroads to file reports with the 

state which outline their response plans.  

 

Date Aired: November 12, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :22  

Convicted felons who are later caught carrying guns will spend more time in prison, under a bill 

signed yesterday by Governor Walker. It creates a mandatory three-year prison sentence for 

illegal gun possession by felons. The bill was among 49 the Governor signed into law yesterday. 

Another make it a felony to secretly take photos under people's clothing, that's the so-called "up-

skirting" bill. Also, the state can now seize tax refunds from employers behind on their payments 

to the unemployment compensation system. 

 

Date Aired: November 17, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :16  The 

state assembly has passed a bill dissolving the nonpartisan government accountability board and 

replace it with political appointees.. Also, the Assembly ratified changes to the campaign finance 

bill and sent it to Governor Walker. Contribution limits from individuals would double, and 

those donors would not have to disclose where they work. 

 

Date Aired: December 8, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :11  

Wausau Mayor Jim Tipple announced he is not running for reelection at a press conference 

Monday. Tipple said he wants to spend more time with his family, Tipple has served three terms 

and nearly 12 years in the position.  

 

Date Aired: December 17, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  The 

soon-to-be-eliminated Government Accountability Board promises a smooth transition to the 



new elections-and-ethics commissions Governor Walker approved yesterday. The Republican 

also approved campaign finance changes that allow state candidates to receive double the 

individual donations they could get before. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environment: Date Aired: October 2, 2015 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :24  

Wisconsin lawmakers will soon find out what people think about letting hunters wear "blaze 

pink" in the woods, as well as blaze orange. The Assembly Natural Resources Committee has 

scheduled a public hearing on the subject for October 14th at the State Capitol. Dozens of 

lawmakers from both parties support the measure. They say blaze-pink would encourage more 

women to hunt -- and apparel-makers could work together with non-profit groups to get more 

women-and-men interested in hunting.  

 

Date Aired: October 13, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :16  The 

Raptor Education Group in Antigo is reminding the public to call the center if you find an 

injured raptor on the road. The Lincoln County Sheriff's Office reports five bald eagles have 

been hit this year. Last week an eagle was hit by a car in Merrill. The bird is now in critical but 

stable condition 



 

Date Aired: October 14, 2015 Time: 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :15  It might be a 

while before Wisconsin lawmakers vote to regulate high-capacity wells. The Senate's Natural 

Resources Committee heard almost six hours of testimony yesterday on proposed rule changes 

for larger wells, which are raising concerns over the managing of groundwater resources.  

 

Date Aired: November 23, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :12  A 

new registration system is getting mixed reviews as the 164th gun deer season got under way 

Saturday. For the first time, hunters who got their deer didn't have to bring it to a registration 

station. They could accomplish that online or over-the-phone.   

 

Date Aired: November 24, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  

Wisconsin's gun deer hunting season is off to a much better start than a year ago. The D-N-R 

says 119-thousand-495 deer were taken in the opening weekend of the nine-day hunt. That's 15-

and-a-half percent more than last year. Meanwhile, authorities continue to investigate the first 

shooting-related death in the gun season since 2012. Officials say a 39-year-old Alaska man was 

shot in the armpit while handing a rifle to a woman in a tree stand Sunday in Columbia County. 

 

Date Aired: November 30, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  A 

50 year-old man is dead after a shooting Sunday night near Spencer. Marathon County sheriff's 

officials were called around 9:15 last night to a wooded area near Spencer in the town of 

Brighton. The unidentified 50-year-old man's death is being investigated as a hunting-related 

incident. The state D-N-R has joined local authorities in investigating.  

 

Date Aired: December 1, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :20   The 

deer hunter found shot-to-death near Spencer has been identified as 50-year-old Mark Bychinski. 

DNR investigators say Bychinski may have accidently shot himself while climbing in or out of a 

tree stand on Sunday. Authorities say his firearm was still attached to a line hanging from the 

tree stand. Officials are waiting for toxicology results to finalize the cause of death. 

 

Date Aired: December 2, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :23  

Wisconsin hunters shot two-point-six percent more deer than a year ago in the nine-day gun 

season that ended last Sunday. The state D-N-R says almost 205-thousand animals were 



registered -- up from 199-thousand in last year's season. This year's harvest is still the third-

lowest since 1983. Three hunters were shot to death during the season, the first such deaths in 

three years.  

 

Date Aired: December 8, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :12  A 

new Wisconsin law requires a $30 trail pass to ride a snowmobile on the state's snowmobile 

system. But the law also gives a $20 discount to snowmobile club members. Statewide, more 

than 600 snowmobile clubs maintain more than 25,000 miles of trails. 

 

Date Aired: December 10, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :14  

Wisconsin has record numbers of bald eagles. The D-N-R says 14-hundred-65 nesting sites have 

been counted this year. That's the most since 1973 when the state began its surveys from the air. 

The D-N-R's Jim Woodford says bald eagles have thrived due to federal protection laws. Also, 

eagles are eating fish from waterways that are less polluted.  

 

Date Aired: December 15, 2015 Time: 6, 7 and 8AM Segment Length :22  At least four rivers in 

Wisconsin are flooded this morning, in the wake of two-to-five inches of rain since Sunday. The 

National Weather Service says the Black River is more than four-feet above its flood stage at 

Black River Falls. The Wisconsin River at Wausau was at its flood stage as of 4:10 a-m. Flood 

warnings continue on parts of eleven rivers throughout the state. A general flood advisory is in 

effect until 10:15 tonight for parts of Marathon, Lincoln, Wood, and Portage counties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Education: Date Aired: October 2, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length 

:16  U-W Madison wants to temporarily drop its limit on out-of-state students -- which would 

bring more young people to Wisconsin, while helping the school make up for state budget cuts. 

Officials say they'll ask the Board of Regents next week to approve a four-year suspension of a 

policy which limits out-of-staters to 27-and-a-half percent of enrollments.  

 

Date Aired: October 5, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :22  There 

are more reports of phone scams in our area featuring fake IRS agents. A manager with the 

Rothschild IRS office said he has been notified of nearly ten cases in the past two weeks where 

people have been threatened to send money immediately. The scammers have the ability to make 

it appear as if they are calling from a valid IRS number, but the IRS does not make phone calls to 

collect money. 

 

Date Aired: October 6, 2015 Time: 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :17  School debt now 

affects multiple generations within families and in increasing numbers. School loans for 

Americans over 40 years of age now account for more than 35% of education debt... A 10 

percent increase from 2004. Last school year 86% of students at U.W. Stevens Point received 

some form of financial aid. 

 

Date Aired: October 7, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :23  

University of Wisconsin-Madison students are blasting a plan to eliminate the school's 27 and a 

half percent limit on out-of-state undergraduates.  University officials say in-state enrollment is 

dropping and they need new young talent that can bolster Wisconsin's workforce.  The 

Associated Students of Madison called the university's rationale absurd, since few out-of-state 

students will stay in Wisconsin after graduation. 

 

Date Aired: November 3, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :15  Two 

Republican legislators have drawn up a bill requiring Wisconsin schools to provide C-P-R 

training in health classes for seventh and eighth graders. Current law requires all schools to offer 

instruction in C-P-R to high school students. Senator Jerry Petrowski, and Representative John 

Spiros' bill would require all schools to offer training for grades seven through 12.  

 

Date Aired: December 9, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :14  



Nicolet College in Rhinelander will offer free tuition to eligible lower-income students, so they 

won't have years of student debt to repay. It's called the Nicolet Promise, Starting next fall, the 

school's foundation will cover all tuition and fees which remain after a student's state-and-federal 

grants are applied.  

 

Date Aired: December 18, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19   

Wisconsin's neediest college students could soon get new access to critical low-interest loans. 

The House gave final congressional approval yesterday to a two-year extension of the Perkins 

loan program, which expired in September. U-W System president Ray Cross calls the program's 

return a major victory for about 16-thousand students statewide. 

 

Date Aired: December 21, 2015 Time: 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  We are 

running out of time to get gifts in the mail in time for Christmas. Today is the deadline for 

priority mail, which includes packages. According to the U.S. Postal Service, the absolute, last 

ditch postal service shipping date is Wednesday for priority mail express. The Postal Service said 

today is expected to be their busiest day of the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health: Date Aired: October 7, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :20  

Two state lawmakers are going after repeat drunken driving offenders. The bipartisan bill, called 

"5 Strikes and You're Out" appears to have enough support to become a law. Under the bill, a 

driver would lose their license for at least a decade after five OWI offenses. Wisconsin DOT 

records show in 2012, more than 8,000 people had five OWI convictions. 

  



 

Date Aired: October 15, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :14  Hand 

sanitizer poisoning continues to grow in Wisconsin.  The state's Poison Control Center, there 

have been 351 cases this year alone. Doctors at the Mayo Clinic say that the number of cases 

nationwide increased from three-thousand in 2010 to 16-thousand last year.  

 

Date Aired: October 30, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  

Daylight Savings Time ends at two a-m on Sunday, and you're reminded to set your clocks back 

one-hour before you go to bed Saturday night. State officials say it's also good idea to make sure 

your smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors are working as well. Tod Pritchard of 

Wisconsin Emergency Management says about 450 state residents are taken to hospitals each 

year with signs of carbon monoxide poisoning. 

 

Date Aired: November 2, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :18  The 

third year of the Affordable Care Act begins in earnest today as more than 200-thousand 

Wisconsin residents start signing up for next year's coverage in the federal purchasing exchange. 

The open enrollment period officially began yesterday at Healthcare-Dot-Gov. Sixteen private 

health insurers in Wisconsin are offering plans for next year. 

 

Date Aired: November 3, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :23  A 

new bill will be introduced in the next couple of weeks to legalize raw-milk sales in Wisconsin.  

Assembly Republican David Murphy of Greenville says people should have the freedom to buy 

unpasteurized milk directly from farms. The Wisconsin Safe Milk Coalition says raw milk is not 

safe -- and there's no way it can be made safe. Governor Walker's office says he'll review the bill 

if it reaches his desk -- but it would need safeguards to protect people's health and the integrity of 

the dairy industry. 

 

Date Aired: November 13, 2015 Time: 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :14  There have 

been more accidents on Wisconsin Interstate highways that raised their speed limits in June from 

65-to-70. However, officials say it's too early to tell if the increase is the main reason for 13-

percent more crashes from June-through-September compared to a year ago.  

 

Date Aired: November 24, 2015 Time: 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :16  Ford is 



recalling nearly half a million vehicles over a potential fuel tank issue. The affected vehicles 

include 2010 and 2011 models of Ford Fusions and Mercury Milans made and sold in North 

America, Some of those cars may have a defective canister purge valve that could result in a fuel 

leak.  

 

Date Aired: November 25, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :12  

Heart disease and cancer remain the top causes of death in Wisconsin.  The state Health Services 

department report shows forty-five percent of the deaths last year were from heart disease and 

cancer. Accidents were the third most common cause. 

 

Date Aired: December 3, 2014 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :17    State 

officials say at least one person died from an outbreak of blasto-mycosis this summer on the 

Little Wolf River near New London. Recent figures from the state Health Services Department 

show there were 49 confirmed cases and 40 probable cases. The outbreak is thought to have 

occurred from the Memorial Day weekend in May through at least July.  

 

Date Aired: December 15, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :12  

Wisconsin has become the 12th state to make it easier for doctors and other medical personnel to 

practice across state lines. Governor Walker signed onto the Interstate Medical Licensure 

Compact. The bill streamlines a process that allows physicians to become licensed in multiple 

states.  

 

Date Aired: December 16, 2015 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :16  

Almost one of every three Wisconsinites are obese, according to new figures from the United 

Health Foundation. The annual "America's Health Rankings" show that 31-point-two percent of 

Wisconsin adults are obese. The national obesity rate is almost 29-and-a-half percent. The new 

rankings show that Wisconsin is the nation's 24th healthiest state. 

 


