
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT

Station: WZZM

Location: Grand Rapids, Michigan

For quarter beginning:

April 1, 2019 

Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by this 
station during the reporting period.

The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days and 
times indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current local issues 
of concern to viewers in the area where the station is located.



Date: June 30, 2019               

Listed below are the problems and needs of the community that were most 
actively addressed on WZZM 13 Gannett Broadcasting.  The items are not 
necessarily in order of importance. Other community problems and needs are 
noted on support documents attached in this report. Those documents also 
reflect local programs that address these needs.

1.  Community Involvement
2.  Crime
3.  Diversity
4.  Economic Development
5.  Education
6.  Family
7.  Government
8.  Health
9.  Religion
10. Safety
11. Youth



PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local 
issues and concerns in the station’s city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes 
and segments of these programs and the issues they addressed are listed on the following 
pages.

Program Name Schedule
 (Day/Time)

Description
(Note whether local, syndicated or network)

GRBJ: Training For 
Opioid Emergency

4/1/19 at 6:00am
:35

All too many of us know someone who has battled 
addiction to opioids. In fact, Michigan is one of the top 
10 states *most* affected by the opioid epidemic. So 
four institutions are working together to train more 
doctors to become addiction medicine specialists. 
Leaders from Michigan State University tell our partners 
at the Grand Rapids Business Journal. There are less 
than 200 doctors in the state certified in addiction 
medicine or addiction psychiatry. The U-P only has one 
such doctor. So professors and doctors from M-S-U... 
U-of-M... Wayne State... and Spectrum Health will train 
doctors as part of a program that will start in June. And 
last two years.

Health Wrap 4/2/19 at 5:00pm
2:35

I'm 13 On Your Side Health Reporter, Valerie Lego. 
Today is Autism Awareness Day. The Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention says about one in 59 
American children are have some form of the disorder. 
The group 'Autism Speaks' wants parents of young 
children to look out for the signs of autism. By six 
months, the signs include not smiling... showing joy... or 
making eye contact. By one year, the signs include not 
babbling... not making hand gestures... not responding 
to their name. At any age, the signs include the loss of 
previously acquired speech or social skills, avoiding eye 
contact, preferring to be alone and many more. The C-
D-C has much more information about Autism on its, 
website. While experts say we should minimize the 
amount of time small children use electronics, some 
devices can make it easier to diagnose and treat 
autism. According to the Cleveland clinic, doctors can 
now use special cameras that track eye glaze to detect 
autism. In addition to diagnosis--- it can also help 
children with the disorder communicate better. Doctors 
say when children have a better way to express 
themselves, they have fewer behavioral problems and 
can learn how to interact better with others. "There's a 
big difference between using technology for 
entertainment purposes where they're not engaging 
with other people and using it to actually communicate." 
Although the technology is new, doctors are excited 
about the possibilities. They say using it early in the 
diagnosis... can help them treat children when their 
brains are still developing. The cost of healthcare is 
putting more Americans in debt. A new survey by 
Gallup found we borrowed an estimated 88-billion 
dollars last year to pay for medical costs.  It also found, 
one in four people skipped care all together because of 



the cost. The survey included more than 35-hundred 
adults. It found low-income adults were more likely to 
skip care, but even affluent households also deferred 
care over concerns about finances. When asked 
whether they felt Congress could come up with a plan 
to fix the healthcare system, two-thirds of Republicans 
*and* Democrats say they are not at all confident that 
could happen. Debra Norville, the host of the show 
Inside Edition, is thanking a viewer for helping save her 
life. Years ago--- they reached out to her saying they 
noticed a lump in her neck. It was nothing serious until 
recently.

Train Ride for Kid 
With Cancer

4/7/19 at 6:30pm
1:50

An Ionia boy fighting a life threatening, disease had one 
of his wishes come true in Coopersville today. 4 year 
old Peyton Dennis loves trains, and today 13 on your 
side's Emma Nicolas went along with him on his first 
ride.

More Measles Again
4/9/19 at 5:00am

:35

Now to an update about the Measles. It’s spread to 
*another* Michigan county... and there are 2 new cases 
since yesterday. A case of the disease has been 
confirmed in Washtenaw County. There are 39 cases in 
Oakland County and one case in Wayne County, 
bringing the state total to 41.

FFL: QT Breast Health 4/12/19 at 5:00pm
5:05

Did you receive a letter after your mammogram that 
says you have dense breasts? You should know you're 
not alone. About half the female population have 
breasts that are considered dense due to the 
appearance of the breast tissue on their mammogram.  
Women with dense breasts are at an immediate 
disadvantage when it comes to traditional breast 
imaging. Because mammography has difficulty imaging 
through dense breasts, it can miss subtle cancers that 
may be obscured by the dense breast tissue. Many 
mammograms miss lumps that could be cancerous. 
The QT Breast scan uses 3D imaging with ultrasound 
to create images of the breast with the clarity of the MRI 
without radiation or compression. The scans also have 
a higher degree of accuracy than mammography and 
are able to pick up lymph nodes in the axillary tissue 
surrounding the breast. The QT Breast Health was 
granted 14 million dollars from the National Institutes of 
Health to find a better way to scan women with dense 
breasts without radiation. Right now the QT scan is 
available in Grand Rapids. Here's some additional 
information about QT Breast Health. They were granted 
14-million dollars from the National Institutes of Health 
to find a way to reduce false positive scans on women 
with dense breasts *without radiation. And as you 
learned they found it. Right now QT breast scans are 
approved by the FDA to provide images of the breast 
and are awaiting full FDA clearance which is expected 
in the next year. If QT Breast Health gets that approval 
it will be the first advancement in breast health imaging 
for women in more than 50 years. Incidentally... Grand 
Rapids is the only city in the M
idwest offering QT Breast Health scans. They are *not 
covered by insurance and cost $600. I've got more 
information about QT Breast Health for you on 13 on 
your side.com. And just a reminder that today is 13 



Friends for Life Day. Time to remind your friend for life 
to know her normal.

PAWS Autism 4/16/19 at 5:00am
4:01

It's an unfortunate reality! According to the C-D-C, one 
in 59 children will be diagnosed with autism this year.  
While there are many therapies available, perhaps one 
of the best comes with four paws. As part of Autism 
Awareness month, Health Reporter, Valerie Lego 
shows us how Paws with a Cause is helping make a 
difference for children here in West Michigan and 
across the country.

Pine Rest Urgent 
Care

4/16/19 at 6:00pm
1:50

Those in need of urgent mental health care now have a 
place to go. Pine Rest Christian Mental Health Services 
has opened West Michigan's first Psychiatric Urgent 
Care Center today in Grand Rapids. 13 On Your Side's 
Kylie Ambu spoke with the Center's director about 
what's being called, a critical addition to our community.

Measles Exposure 4/17/19 at 6:00pm
2:00

State health officials say a person recently diagnosed 
with the disease may have exposed others in Kent 
County. 13 On Your Side's Shanna Grove joins us now.  
Shanna... the health department is making one thing 
very clear - there are no confirmed measles *cases* in 
Kent County.

Planned Parenthood 4/18/19 at 5:00am
1:20

Planned Parenthood says there are misconceptions 
about their primary goals. While abortions are offered at 
some of the nation-wide clinics.... it's not the only 
service provided. 13 On Your Side's, Nina Desarro 
takes a closer look at some of those misconceptions.

Immunizations 4/29/19 at 6:00am
1:45

State and federal health officials will spend this week 
urging parents to vaccinate their children. This year, 
National Infant Immunization Week coincides with an 
alarming spike in measles cases. 13 ON YOUR SIDE'S 
Angela Cunningham joins us with the latest numbers 
and how this week can help reduce them.

Stroke Awareness 
Day

5/2/19 at 5:00am
2:30

Stroke is of the leading causes of death and disability in 
the United States, but often can be prevented. Today is 
Stroke Awareness Day. Health advocates urge people 
to know the warning signs of stroke. 13 ON YOUR 
SIDES's Angela Cunningham introduces us to a local 
mother who says she's lucky to be alive after ignoring 
them.

Pediatric Dentistry 5/3/19 at 5:00pm
2:30

It's the number one chronic disease among kids; higher 
than obesity and asthma, tooth decay. 13 On Your Side 
Health Reporter Valerie Lego takes us on a tour of a 
new pediatric dentistry office designed to tackle the 
problem.

Melanoma Check 5/7/19 at 5:00pm
1:50

May is skin cancer awareness month. One melanoma 
survivor is sharing her story. Teresa Woodard explains 
how a mole on her back turned into skin cancer, 
somewhere unexpected.

Robinson TWP PFAS 
Update

5/9/19 at 6:00pm
1:45

First at six, a mystery in Ottawa County. State 
investigators say they cannot find the source of PFAS 
that has contaminated the water supply at Robinson 
Elementary. First at six--- a mystery in Ottawa County. 
State investigators say they cannot find the source of 
PFAS that has contaminated the water supply at 
Robinson Elementary. The chemical was first found in 
the fall and after a three-month study, we learned today 
levels are now even "higher" at the school and a nearby 
fire department. The big question now... is why? 13 On 
Your Sides Amir Abbas went to the Health Department. 
He is in Robinson Township.



Kent Youth Summit 5/10/19 at 6:00am
2:30

Studies show teenagers are among the most vulnerable 
to negative forces. But, today hundreds of local teens 
are unleashing the power of positivity at this year's Kent 
County Youth Summit. 13 ON YOUR SIDE'S Angela 
Cunningham is live from DeVos Place to show us how 
the event helps shape young lives.  

Eat Your Nuts 5/14/19 at 5:00pm
.50

If you want to live longer researchers say you need to 
add more nuts to your diet. A study from the Cleveland 
Clinic involved more than 16-thousand people with type 
two diabetes. Researchers found people who ate tree 
nuts such as walnuts and almonds saw a significant 
improvement in their health. While anyone can start 
eating more nuts, people with type two diabetes seem 
to benefit the most.

Pregnancy and Nuts 5/15/19 at 6:00pm
.35

It's baby week here at 13 on your side and this morning, 
a new study may have pregnant women reaching for an 
extra portion of nuts. Women who eat nuts in early 
pregnancy, have brainier kids. That's according to the 
Barcelona Institute for Global Health in Spain. 
Researchers followed more than two thousand mothers 
and their children for eight years. They found the kids 
whose moms ate more nuts in the first trimester, scored 
higher in tests measuring memory, attention, and 
cognitive function.

Michigan Measles 5/17/19 at 5:00pm
.30

Most measles cases in Michigan this year have been 
linked to a single person in the Detroit area. But today, 
health officials shared a new case that is not 
connected. But today, health officials shared a new 
case that is not connected. It's near Port Huron, 
bringing the Michigan total this year to 44. State officials 
say an international traveler visiting Michigan appears 
to have brought measles here. Possible additional 
exposure locations are in Roseville and Sterling Heights 
last weekend. Health officials urge people to get 
vaccinated. The number of cases in Michigan is the 
highest since 1991, at 65.

Local Business Helps 
Mental Health

5/26/19 at 6:30pm
1:40

As May comes to a close, so does Mental Health 
Awareness month, but that doesn't mean you can't still 
get involved. 13 On Your Side's Kylie Ambu is here with 
a story about two Grand Rapids brothers who are 
helping the cause. 

Preventing Tick Bites 5/29/19 at 5:00am
.45

It's the time of year when ticks and mosquitos literally 
get under our skin for a taste of the blood they love so 
much. So, here's what you can do to keep them off you.  
Know where to expect ticks and mosquitos. Treat your 
clothes and your gear. Use E-P-A registered insect 
repellent. Check your clothes... your body... and your 
pets for ticks. And shower soon after being outdoors. 
We have a complete list now on 13 on your side dot 
com. As well as some specific pictures of what each 
kind of tick looks like and how a bite from them can 
affect you.

Lakeshore Lyme 
Disease

5/31/19 at 5:00am
.25

Now to a health alert, as concerns grow about Lyme 
disease in West Michigan. Ottawa County park workers 
say they are seeing more blacklegged ticks every year, 
which often carry the disease. To help stop the spread, 
staffers have been removing "HoneySuckle." That's one 
of the black legged tick's favorite places to hide. People 
are encouraged to stay on the trails and make sure 
you're checking for ticks.
Rockford residents with physical and mental ailments 
can now find relief in a new way. The city welcomed its 



Hemp Store in 
Rockford

6/1/19 at 6:30pm
1:15

first Hemp shop this afternoon downtown. 13 On Your 
Side's Kylie Ambu attended the grand opening and 
joins us now with more.  

Brody’s Café 6/4/19 at 5:00am
1:50

A West Michigan woman wants to provide more 
opportunities for those with intellectual disabilities. 
Jennifer Cole is a school teacher and a Mother of three. 
But it's her son Brody that inspired her to help those 
with special needs. This morning.... she is well on her 
way to opening a business that will employ youth with 
special needs. 13 On Your Side's Amir Abbas has the 
story.

Break Room Therapy 6/5/19 at 5:00am
2:00

You may find yourself heading to the break room... at 
work to escape the stresses of the day. a *new break 
room in our area, has the same concept. Except this 
one you head to, after you clock out. Kristin is live in 
Byron Center at West Michigan's *first rage room to 
show us what it's all about.

PFAS Blood Testing 6/6/19 at 5:00am
2:30

The state of Michigan is trying to determine how PFAS 
is affecting the population of Kent County. So, health 
officials are asking about 800 people to take a blood 
test. It's to determine the relationship between drinking 
contaminated water and what shows up in the body. 
We've done many stories with Sandy Wynn-Stelt. She's 
lived in Belmont since the 90's. In fact, her home is 
directly across the street from the former Wolverine 
Worldwide dump site, linked to P-FAS contamination. 
She says the damage is done as it relates to her 
health...but it's not too late for future generations who 
need clean drinking water. Here's 13 on your side's 
Nina Desarro.

C-Section Study 6/12/19 at 5:00am
:30 & :20

In Women's health news this morning...
a new study points to a higher risk for expectant 
mothers over 35. The study, done by the Canadian 
Medical Association Journal, shows women over 35, 
who have a C-Section, are at greater risk of death than 
women who have a vaginal delivery.
Health experts say it's because the risk of certain 
complications increase as women age. One doctor says 
age is just a number when it comes to this study and 
overall health before and during pregnancy plays a key 
role in having a healthy delivery.  

Meditation Benefits 6/13/19 at 6:00am
:25

Taking some time for yourself, may be easier than you 
think. A new study finds 15 minutes of meditation has 
the same impact on well-being, as a day of vacation. 
Researchers studied data from 40 university students 
who reported how they felt when they meditated and 
when they went on vacation. The findings were 
published in The Journal of Positive Psychology. 
Research also shows that both meditation and vacation 
have a positive effect on your mental health, helping to 
improve mood and lower stress levels.

Blood Donor Day 6/13/19 at 6:00pm
:40

Tomorrow is world blood donor day. Versiti, formerly 
known as Michigan blood, is asking donors to mark the 
occasion by scheduling two donations over the next few 
months. It's particularly important this time of year... 
because there is typically a decline in blood donations 
over the summer.

Kids Summer Weight 
Gain

6/18/19 at 6:00am
:25

When summer rolls around kids can play as much as 
they want. So, it stands to reason that they'd get in 
shape this time of year. But actually, a new study 
shows many kids tend to gain weight over the summer. 
And researchers think a big reason for that is because 



they get out of their routines... And they have easier 
access to snacks. Doctors say summer is a good time 
to explore your local farmer's markets for fresh fruits 
and veggies... Or try growing your own at home.

DeVos Children’s 
Hospital Ranked

6/18/19 at 5:00pm
.28

Back here in West Michigan... 
Helen DeVos Children's Hospital is getting some 
national recognition. For the 8th straight year, they were 
included in U-S News and World Report's 'Best 
Children's Hospital' rankings. The rankings were 
released today. Specifically, DeVos Children's hospital 
ranked among the best nationally in pediatric cancer 
treatment, pediatric cardiology and heart surgery, 
pediatric urology, and pediatric nephrology.

Miracle Malachi 6/18/19 at 5:00pm
5:00

Diffuse Ax-OWN-nal Injury. It's a form of brain damage 
that occurs in about half of all severe head traumas. A 
“shearing effect” happens. All the neurons in your brain 
are broken and cannot be repaired. In the most severe 
cases, death is the most frequent outcome. Of the 20-
percent who *do* survive, most remain in a “permanent 
unaware state.” 13 On Your Side's Brent Ashcroft 
followed a family dealing with this condition. Their 
journey of *fear*, *faith* and *fortitude*... is this 
installment of "Our Michigan Life."

Pregnant Women 
and Pot

6/20/19 at 5:00am
:30

Marijuana use among pregnant women has doubled in 
the U-S.  according to Government research, the drug 
is most commonly used during the "first trimester". 
Many women may have used the drug, before knowing 
they were pregnant, "or" they used it to deal with 
morning sickness. A survey from 2016 to 2017 found 
that 1 out of 14 pregnant women admitted to using it. 
Some studies have linked marijuana-use during 
pregnancy to greater risk of premature birth and low 
birth weight. But Some health experts say more 
research is needed.

GR Pool Safety 6/24/19 at 6:00am
3:00

With warmer days finally in the forecast, Grand Rapids 
pools are bracing for more swimmers in the water. But, 
whether you're in a public pool, a lake or swimming in 
the backyard.... water safety is extremely important. 13 
ON YOUR SIDE'S Angela Cunningham gives us some 
tips to prevent injuries and save lives.

Local Doctor 
Concerns

6/26/19 at 5:00pm
1:22

Lots of people are canceling trips to the Dominican 
Republic after a series of tourist deaths linked to the 
Caribbean nation. And the airlines are accommodating 
those requests by refuting tickets or reducing change 
fees. 13 On Your Side's Nina Desarro is here now. Nina 
what are local travel agents telling their clients?

Issue-Responsive Programming

Local Issue: Try It Before You Buy It: A biweekly segment by our morning anchor, Kristin Mazar. 
Kristin tries new products being introduced into the market. She will try the product & give a full report 
to our viewers. This airs Mondays at 6am, monthly Here are some of our stories.

Program Date Time Duration Description



Try It: Blackhead 
Remover

4/2/19 5:00pm 2:50
Vacuuming your 
face may not sound 
like the most 
appealing or 
effective way to 
remove blackheads. 
But there are a 
number "pore 
vacuums" on the 
market... that 
promise results you 
will love. 13 On Your 
Aide's Kristin Mazur 
enlisted the help of 
a co-worker... to Try 
it Before You Buy it.

Try It: Wipe New 4/22/19 5:00pm 2:50
Your car is likely 
showing the effects 
of another West 
Michigan winter. But 
there is a product 
that is supposed to 
restore the shine. 13 
On Your Side's, 
Kristin Mazur puts 
the "wipe new" to 
the test, in this 
week's try it before 
you buy it.

Try It: Pet 
Launcher

5/6/19 6:00pm 2:12
Why hand a dog a 
treat when you can 
launch it! In this 
week's "Try It Before 
You Buy It" I put a 
pet treat launcher to 
the test to see if it's 
a lot of fun or just 
plain faulty.

Try it: Phone 
Repair Kit

6/24/19 5:00pm 2:35
Have you ever 
dropped your 
phone?
Trying to fix that 
broken screen is like 
stopping a crack 
from spreading on 
your car's 
windshield. 13 On 
Your Side's Kristen 
Mazur checks out 
one possible 
solution in this 
week's try it before 
you buy it.

Local Issue: Unfortunately, crime is in the news daily. Here’s a list of some of the crime related stories 
we have covered:

Program Date Time Duration Description



Remains 
Identified

4/3/19 5:00pm 1:35
Police say those 
remains belong to a 
victim, in a high-
profile murder case 
from five years ago. 
A hunter found a 
skeletonized human 
skull in alpine 
township back on 
March 26th. Those 
remains were have 
been positively 
identified as Charles 
Oppeneer, who was 
killed in 2014. His 
headless body was 
found in Wyoming's 
Gezon Park. Police 
say Oppenneer and 
his pregnant 
girlfriend had made 
arrangements to 
meet with Brady 
Oestrike for sex. 13 
On Your side's John 
Hogan has more on 
these new 
developments from 
the information 
center.

2009 Cold Case 4/10/19 5:00pm 2:15 
State police say 
they have solved the 
10-year old murder 
of this man: Duane 
Finney. He was 
found dead in his 
car in Coldwater 
back in 2009. 
Today, cold case 
investigators named 
a suspect in 
Finney's death. That 
man was involved in 
a shootout with two 
state troopers last 
year. 13 On Your 
Side's, Nina 
DeSarro reports.

Foster Dad 
Arrest

4/16/19 6:00am 1:40
A Licensed foster 
care parent in 
Muskegon County is 
in jail, accused of 
sexual assault 
against a child. The 
abuse is alleged to 
have happened at 
Mark Sorensen's 
Norton Shores 
home. 13 On Your 
Side Lakeshore 



reporter Jon Mills 
tells us what lead to 
the arrest.

Jenison Cell 
Phone Store 

Break In

4/17/19 5:00pm 1:21
A crime alert today 
from Ottawa County.  
police are asking for 
the public's help 
after an early 
morning break-in 
Tuesday at a 
Jenison cell phone 
store. 13 On Your 
Side's Emma 
Nicolas reports, the 
sheriff's department 
believes this break-
in is linked to at 
least 8 others in the 
county.

GRPD Racial 
Profiling

4/30/19 5:00am 1:45
More fallout is 
expected today with 
how The Grand 
Rapids Police 
Department handled 
a high-profile case. 
The A-C-L-U is 
expected to file 
several complaints 
accusing the 
department of 
discriminatory 
practices, including 
racial profiling. 13 
ON YOUR SIDE'S 
Angela Cunningham 
joins us live this 
morning with details 
of those complaints.

Bryant Sentence 5/2/19 5:00pm 2:00
The man who shot 
and killed a gas 
station clerk was 
sentenced to life in 
prison without 
parole. A judge told 
34-year-old WIllie 
Bryant that he will 
always be a danger 
to society with no 
respect for human 
life. 13 on your 
side's Nina Desarro 
is here now with 
more on the 
sentencing, Nina?  

Baldwin Prison 5/3/19 5:00pm 1:50
The North Lake 
Correctional Facility 
- closed for the past 
two years - will 
reopen.  although 
it's not clear when. 
The Lake county 
prison will house 



non-citizen 
immigrants who 
commit *federal 
crimes. When it 
does reopen, the 
prison will provide 
jobs to an area that 
desperately needs 
them. 13 On Your 
side's Jon Mills went 
to Baldwin to hear 
the community's 
thoughts on the 
plan.  

Civil Rights 
Announcement

5/7/19 6:00pm 1:40
About a month ago, 
two listening 
sessions on 
"community 
relations" were held 
with the Grand 
Rapids Police 
Department. 
Today... the 
Michigan 
Department of Civil 
Rights announced it 
has "18 open 
investigations" into 
complaints filed 
against the police 
department. 13 On 
Your Sides, Emma 
Nicolas joins us now 
with what will 
happen next.

Cody Loomis in 
Court

5/13/19 5:00pm 2:00
A Muskegon County 
man already 
charged with 
operating while 
intoxicated causing 
death - MAY - also 
be charged with 
second degree 
murder.  It's why 
Cody Loomis 
appeared in a 
Muskegon County 
District courtroom 
today. The 25-year 
old is suspected of 
driving drunk, when 
his truck swerved 
into the path of a car 
on Maple Island 
Road in March. The 
impact killed a 
Ravenna couple 
who were planning 
their wedding. 13 
On Your Side 
Lakeshore reporter 



Jon Mills has our top 
story at five. 

Robinson TWP 
Shooting

5/21/19 6:00am 1:25
New this Morning...  
a shooting in Ottawa 
County.
Deputies 
investigating the 
incident that 
happened at a home 
in Robinson 
Township. 13 On 
Your Side’s, Angela 
Cunningham joins 
us now with what we 
know, including how 
many people were 
hurt.

Damron 
Sentence

6/3/19 5:00pm 1:50
This crash in 
Allegan County, last 
summer...  took the 
lives of a newly 
married couple from 
West Michigan. 
Today, Jacob 
Damron, the man 
responsible for the 
crash, was 
sentenced to up to 
15 years in prison. 
13 On Your side's 
Noah Fromson was 
in court for today's 
hearing... and has 
the story from the 
information center.

GR Crime 
Prevention

6/7/19 5:00pm 1:44
Another concern in 
the summer 
months... a spike in 
crime. Unlocked 
doors and windows 
can make it easier 
for criminals to get 
into your home. We 
shared one man's 
story just yesterday. 
He was held at 
knifepoint inside his 
Grand Rapids 
home. Tonight 13 on 
your side's Nina 
Desarro, talks to 
police about the 
best ways to protect 
yourself.

GRPD Kids 
Cuffed

6/17/19 6:00pm 2:00
First at six: a 12-
year old boy is 
telling his story 
tonight, after police 
took him into 
custody. They 
thought he was part 
of a nearby fight... 



and arrested him 
after an officer saw 
him chasing another 
person with - what 
they described as - 
a 'wooden pole." 13 
on your side's 
Emma Nicolas 
spoke with the 
family and 
neighbors and joins 
us now with their 
story.

GRPD Presser 
On 12-Year Old 

Arrest

6/20/19 5:00pm 1:30
Grand Rapids Police 
are releasing body 
camera video from 
an incident that 
happened last week 
where a 12-year-old 
boy was handcuffed. 
They shared that 
video at a press 
conference this 
afternoon... and 
addressed what 
they're doing, 
moving forward. 13 
on your side's Amir 
Abbas was at that 
press conference 
and joins us now 
live with more.  

GR Shooting 
Weekend

6/24/19 5:00PM 1:27
It was a violent 
weekend in Grand 
Rapids, with 5 
shootings over the 
course of three 
days. They 
happened Saturday, 
Sunday and early 
Monday within a few 
blocks of each other 
on the southeast 
and southwest side. 
13 on your sides 
Emma Nicolas joins 
us now.  Emma, 
Have there been 
any breaks in any of 
these cases?

Local Issue: Michigan continues to deal with rising prices, as well as continuing economic slowdown. 
Much of it still due to the auto industry & their cuts, along with the rising cost of fuel. Here’s a look at 
some business issues for the 2nd quarter of 2019.

Program Date Time Duration Description



Muskegon HTS 
Pothole Kid

4/1/19 6:00am 1:50
It's spring... which 
means the roads are 
a mess. You've 
heard Governor 
Whitmer and others 
promise to fix them. 
But until they do, 
we're left with this... 
miles and miles of 
potholes. Luckily, a 
little guy is stepping 
up in a big way. And 
Noah Fromson got 
to meet him.

GRPD Staffing 4/9/19 6:00am 1:45
"The Grand Rapids 
Police Department 
must shift its 
priorities." That's 
according to a new 
a report out this 
week. The City hired 
The Hilliard Heintz 
Security Risk Firm 
to look at the 
department's 
staffing. The report 
found the amount of 
man power is fine... 
but uncovered some 
other concerns. 13 
ON YOUR SIDE'S 
Angela Cunningham 
joins us, live with a 
closer look at those 
findings.

Pure Michigan 
Cuts

4/12/19 5:00pm 2:05
The Governor's 
proposed budget 
increases money for 
roads -- while at the 
same time "MAY" 
cut funding for the 
state's successful 
"Pure Michigan" 
tourism campaign. 
It's something 
tourism leaders 
hope she 
reconsiders. 13 On 
Your Side 
Lakeshore reporter, 
Jon Mills has more 
on why those 
working to attract 
travelers are so 
concerned.

Bernie Sanders 
in Coopersville

4/13/19 6:30pm 2:06
Democratic 
Presidential 
Candidate Bernie 
Sanders was in 
West Michigan 
Today. Stumping for 
2020 Sanders spoke 



at a trade union in 
Coopersville, today. 
Although the event 
was closed to the 
public, more than 
100 people showed 
up. 13 on your 
side's Kylie Ambu is 
here now with more 
on what he said.

Ottawa County 
Population 

Increase

4/22/19 6:00pm 2:00
Continuing with a 
decades long-trend, 
Ottawa County is 
"still" growing. 
Latest estimates by 
the U.S. Census 
Bureau, named it 
the second fastest 
growing county in 
Michigan and the 
fastest among the 
10 largest counties 
in the state. 13 on 
your side Lakeshore 
reporter, Noah 
Fromson is live in 
Ottawa County with 
more on why the 
county continues to 
grow, and how 
officials are 
managing the 
growth.

Kids Count 
Report Abuse

4/23/19 5:00am 1:45
Incidents of child 
abuse and neglect 
are impacting the 
state's youngest 
children most. Child 
advocates are 
calling on 
lawmakers to take-
action and protect 
Michigan's most 
vulnerable 
population. 13 ON 
YOUR SIDE'S 
Angela Cunningham 
joins us with a 
closer look at this 
growing problem 
and what it means 
for West Michigan 
children.

Road Town Hall 5/6/19 5:00pm 2:00
Michigan's bad 
roads have been an 
issue across the 
state. It was one of 
the main issues in 
last year’s 
Gubernatorial 
election. Now one 
state legislature 



wants to hear from 
you on how to fix the 
roads. That is the 
focus of a townhall 
event tonight in Kent 
County. 13 On Your 
Side's Amir Abbas 
joins us now live 
from Grand Rapids 
Township with a 
preview on what to 
expect,

Michigan 
Insurance Bill 

5/7/19 5:00pm 1:50
First at five, 
Michigan lawmakers 
are closer to making 
sweeping changes 
to auto insurance in 
our state. Today the 
senate passed bills 
that would no longer 
require drivers to 
buy unlimited 
medical benefits. 
The legislation now 
heads to the house, 
where it faces an 
uncertain future. But 
will you see lower 
premiums on your 
car insurance bill? 
One expert says, 
probably not. 13 On 
Your side's Nina 
DeSarro explain 
why those costs 
won't change much.

Robinson PFAS 5/9/19 5:00pm 1:55
First at five... West 
Michigan's water 
worries are 
spreading in Ottawa 
County. Today, the 
county health 
department released 
test results for the 
groundwater near 
120th avenue in 
Robinson Township. 
Those results show 
high levels of P-FAS 
at both the 
elementary school 
and the fire 
department. 13 On 
Your side's Amir 
Abbas is live in 
Robinson Township, 
with reaction to the 
findings.

Insurance Rates 
Plan

5/16/19 5:00am 1:45
No deal yet, but 
efforts to lower auto 
insurance rates in 
Michigan continue 



today in Lansing. 
Democrats in the 
state house are 
unveiling their plan 
later this morning. 
13 ON YOUR 
SIDE'S Meredith 
TerHaar is here with 
a look at what they 
are hoping to 
accomplish.

GR Budget 5/22/19 6:00am 1:20
The vote was 
unanimous. The 
goal: to improve the 
quality of life in 
Grand Rapids. The 
city commission 
voted yesterday to 
adopt the proposed 
2020 budget for the 
fiscal year starting 
July 1st. Let's take a 
closer look at the 
553 million-dollar 
spending plan that 
actually reduces the 
city's property tax 
millage rate…….

Michigan Auto 
Insurance Deal

5/24/19 5:00pm 1:25
Michiganders are 
expected to get a 
break, on the 
nation's most 
expensive car 
insurance 
premiums. State 
lawmakers came to 
an agreement on a 
plan, that will bring 
down rates for every 
driver. 13 On Your 
Side's Nina DeSarro 
shows us what's 
changing and how 
much drivers could 
save.

Michigan LGBTQ
Law

6/4/19 5:00pm 1:35
Today, Michigan 
lawmakers 
announced their 
push to expand the 
civil rights act to 
protect people in the 
L-G-B-T-Q 
community. 13 on 
your side's Emma 
Nicolas was there 
for the 
announcement and 
met with a local 
lawmaker co-
sponsoring the bills.



Theater and 
Holland 

Development

6/13/19 5:00pm 1:30
It's a project, years 
in the making. the 
first ever first-run 
movie theater in 
downtown Holland 
opened this 
afternoon. 
Sperry's Movie 
House had its first 
showing at four o-
clock. Our Noah 
Fromson is there 
now with a look at 
the theater and how 
it;s expected to 
impact downtown 
growth. Noah, what 
else is it sporting?

Squash Amash 
Rally

6/14/19 5:00pm 1:00
President Trump 
supporters lined a 
portion of Michigan 
street today, in an 
effort to, as their 
signs said - 'Squash 
Amash.' The rally 
condemned U-S 
Representative, 
Justin Amash - a 
Republican - for 
saying the Mueller 
Report shows 
President Trump 
committed 
impeachable 
offenses. 13 on your 
side's Emma 
Nicolas was at the 
rally today, she joins 
us now.

Woodland Mall 
Construction

6/18/19 6:00am 2:30
It's positioning itself 
as a premiere 
shopping 
destination. This 
morning, progress 
continues with the 
redevelopment of 
Woodland Mall. 
Construction on a 
new flagship store, 
Von Maur, has been 
underway for almost 
a year. 13 ON 
YOUR SIDE'S 
Angela Cunningham 
joins us live from 
there this morning 
with an update that 
project and more.

6/21/19 6:00pm 1:50
The state's medical 
marijuana industry is 
growing -- with more 
provisioning centers 



Muskegon 
Medical 

Marijuana

opening every 
month. And the City 
of Muskegon's is 
directing private 
investment in that 
industry to a section 
of town that needs 
economic growth. 
13 On Your Side 
Lakeshore reporter 
Jon Mills has more 
on the 
improvements 
happening in some 
of the city's most 
run-down buildings.

Local Issue: Our viewers tell us that education is important to them. WZZM provides information 
regarding education, may it be; budget cuts, students involvement, teachers, special programs, etc. We 
provide our viewers with the information they need. 

Program Date Time Duration Description

Local Student 
Virtual Business

4/1/19 5:00am 2:30
Dozens of Ottawa 
County High 
Schoolers are 
learning the ins and 
outs of running their 
own businesses. 
They've become 
virtual 
entrepreneurs. And 
our Angela 
Cunningham 
introduces us to the 
program that has 
put them on the path 
to success.

Muskegon 
School 

Demolished

4/10/19 5:00am .20 & .20
It used to be the 
pride of Muskegon's 
Jackson Hill 
neighborhood. But 
now inspectors say 
parts of the old 
"Froebel School" 
need to come down. 
Because they're 
dangerous. But city 
leaders see the 
value in the parts of 
the school that are 
not dangerous. And 
they're trying to find 
investors to help 
come up with a new 
use for the 
property….



GRPS School 
Days

4/12/19 6:00pm :31
Leaders at Grand 
Rapids Public 
Schools are warning 
that the school year 
may go longer than 
planned because of 
weather delays. The 
last day of school is 
currently scheduled 
for Friday, May 31st 
but the district is 
telling parents and 
staff to plan on the 
school year being 
extended by two 
days... with the last 
day being Tuesday 
June 4th. This year 
g-r-p-s had 11 snow 
days... and 9 were 
forgiven by the 
state, GRPS is still 
awaiting approval 
for more days to be 
forgiven but those 
days would still 
need approval by 
the state senate and 
the governor.

Vaccination 
Records in 

Schools

4/18/18 5:00pm 1:35
Health experts are 
telling you to get 
vaccinated against 
measles, because 
the number of cases 
in our state 
continues to grow. 
As we've reported, 
there are no 
confirmed cases on 
the west side of the 
state but there are 
two locations in Kent 
County where 
people could have 
been exposed last 
Friday. 13 On Your 
Side's, Shanna 
Grove spent today 
reviewing 
Immunization 
Waivers for West 
Michigan students to 
see if there is a local 
concern for kids.

Muskegon 
Heights School 

Demo

4/22/19 5:00pm 2:10
The demolition of a 
closed Muskegon 
Heights school will 
make room for a 
project the city 
hopes will attract 
new families to 
town. The Glendale 



School was in a 
state of disrepair, 
after it closed more 
than a decade ago. 
13 ON YOUR SIDE, 
Lakeshore reporter, 
Jon Mills... has more 
on the project.to fill 
what will "soon" be a 
vacant, city block.

GRCC Degrees 4/29/19 6:00pm .30
There are about 300 
Grand Rapids 
Community College 
students who 
earned an associate 
degree, but never 
claimed it. Now the 
school wants to 
connect with them.  
G-R-C-C is taking 
part in the national 
"Degrees When 
Due" initiative. It's 
designed to help 
states and 
community colleges 
improve degree-
completion. The 
college says some 
people might not be 
aware that they've 
earned enough 
credits for a degree, 
or that they are 
within a few credits 
of being eligible.

Tri County 
Middle Is PFSA 

Free

5/4/19 5:00am 1:14
The water at "Tri 
County Middle 
School" is no longer 
contaminated with 
P-FAS. 13 ON 
YOUR SIDE's Phil 
Dawson explains -- 
the district removed 
the chemical 
contamination -- by 
digging a deeper 
well.

Godfrey Lee 
Student Protest

5/10/19 6:00pm .30 & .45
In February, the 
board of education 
decided to phase 
out the "Rebel" 
nickname and 
mascot. The 
decision was made 
after two community 
forums, a student 
forum "and" an 
online survey. 
Recently, the district 
released the 10 
finalist names for 



the new mascot. 
Students WHO took 
part in the protest, 
say they are open to 
changing the 
mascot itself, but 
want the Rebel 
name to 
remain……..

No More 
Valedictorians

5/13/19 6:00pm 1:45
Tonight's "13 On 
Your Side" instant 
poll are high school 
students put under 
too much academic 
pressure? We ask 
that question... after 
a school in Ohio, 
decided to drop 
valedictorian and 
salutatorian honors, 
in an effort to 
improve students' 
mental health. It just 
so happens a West 
Michigan school did 
the same about a 
decade ago. Tonight 
13 On Your Side's, 
Emma Nicolas tells 
us if it's made a 
difference.

Hospital Grad 
Party

5/24/19 5:00pm 1:45
It's the time of year 
where many 
students will don a 
cap and gown. For 
one Grand Rapids 
student though, his 
years of hard work 
were almost cut 
short by an infection 
that put him in the 
emergency room 
just weeks before 
graduation. 13 On 
Your Side's Emma 
Nicolas brings us his 
story. 

Summer 
Learning

5/29/19 5:00am 2:15
The start of summer 
vacation is days 
away, for thousands 
of West Michigan 
students. Studies 
show many of those 
kids could lose up to 
30-percent of what 
they learned over 
the school year. 
Angela Cunningham 
is on your side this 
morning... to show 
you how to keep the 



summer from being 
a drain on the brain.

North Park 
Update

5/29/19 6:00am 1:20
It will cost Grand 
Rapids Public 
Schools 620-
thousand-dollars to 
clean North Park 
Montessori. The 
district gave parents 
an update last night 
after asbestos was 
found at the school 
this winter, forcing 
students to move 
out in February. 13 
ON YOUR SIDE'S 
Meredith TerHaar 
has the very latest 
on progress at the 
school.

GRPS Supt Says 
Goodbye

5/31/19 5:00am 4:00
She leads a district 
with 17-thousand 
students and calls 
them all her 
children. But on this 
final day of the 
school year, for 
GRPS, Teresa 
Weatherall Neal is 
preparing for a 
different type of 
goodbye.  The 
superintendent - set 
to retire at the end 
of June - sat down 
with our Angela 
Cunningham. and 
opened up about 
her victories, 
mistakes... and what 
she wants most in 
the next chapter of 
her life.

   
Mental Health 

Money for 
Schools

6/7/19 5:00am :40
Some good news for 
students in West 
Michigan. Mental 
health specialists 
are coming to some 
schools here. State 
leaders have 
awarded 4 Kent 
County schools with 
100-thousand-dollar 
grants each. Alger 
Middle, Riverside 
Middle, City High 
and Wyoming Junior 
were selected by the 
state to improve 
mental health 
services available 
for students. District 



leaders say the new 
mental health 
specialists will work 
full time in the 
middle schools.

Rockford School 
Expansion

6/7/19 6:00pm :50
There are more 
signs of growth 
tonight in the city of 
Rockford. Our Lady 
of Consolation 
Catholic Parish 
broke ground today 
on a major addition 
to its school. The 
church now has16-
hundred registered 
families. And there 
are 330 students 
attending its grade 
school. The 3-point-
4 million project 
includes six new 
classrooms and 
added parking. A 
new rectory will also 
be built. Father 
Anthony Russo says 
the ambitious 
expansion is part of 
a parish master 
plan, put together 
ten years ago.

GRPS Budget 
Shortage

6/12/19 6:00am :25 & :40
In Education news 
this morning, 
student enrollment 
in Grand Rapids 
Schools has 
stabilized in recent 
years, but the 
district is expecting 
a drop, which 
means losing state 
money. The 
anticipated loss is 
200 students this 
fall. Combine that 
with the expected 
180-dollar state 
increase per 
student. It means an 
overall financial loss 
of 1-point-7 million 
dollars for the 
district. While the 
district has made 
great strides in 
recent years, this 
will mean difficult 
decisions……

6/18/19 5:00pm :35 & :30
To the state capitol 
now. Classes may 
be out for the 



Teachers Rally in 
Lansing

summer but today, 
teachers from all 
over the state rallied 
in support for the 
governor's plan to 
fund schools. 
Organizers of the 
"Red for Ed" rally 
say they want 
lawmakers to make 
students and 
schools a "top 
priority."
They're in favor of 
Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer's plan to 
implement a 
"weighted" K though 
12 funding formula, 
which factors in 
higher costs for 
certain students.
For example, more 
funding will be 
available for special 
education 
programs... and for 
the economically 
disadvantaged, and 
other "at risk" 
students…..

Stem Program 6/19/19 6:00pm 1:37
With the official start 
of summer only a 
few days away, 
most kid's priorities 
shift... dramatically.
It's hard to argue 
with them when you 
consider how few 
and far between 
those sunny, truly 
care-free days really 
are. 13 On Your 
Sides Alana Nehring 
looks at one 
organization in 
Grand Rapids, 
working to keep kids 
learning when 
school is out -- 
focusing on topics 
that are a struggle 
for many kids and 
making it fun!

Sanders Student 
Loan Debt Plan

6/24/19 5:00am :40
Speaking of loan 
forgiveness, Senator 
Bernie Sanders 
wants “all” 
Americans to be out 
from under their 
student loan debt. 
Today, the 



Presidential 
candidate is 
expected to propose 
a bill that would 
cancel 1-point-6 
*trillion* dollars in 
student loan debt for 
around 45 million 
people. The plan 
would be paid for by 
a new tax on Wall 
Street speculation. 
His Democratic rival, 
Senator Elizabeth 
Warren, has also 
proposed a debt 
forgiveness plan. 
Her idea would give 
50-thousand dollars 
in relief to students 
with a household 
income of 100-
thousand dollars or 
less. Some relief for 
households making 
more than that. And 
no reduction for 
households earning 
higher than 250-
thousand dollars per 
year.

Lee HS Collapse 6/24/19 6:00pm 1:15
Godfred Lee Middle 
and High School 
was full of debris 
this morning, after a 
portion of its second 
floor fell to the 
ground. This is the 
building's second 
collapse in the area 
this month. 13 On 
Your Side's Kylie 
Ambu is live at the 
school's demolition 
site now. Kylie is 
there still hope for 
school this summer?


