
  
  
  
 
 
 

Quarterly Issues for station-FM 90.3 WJTL 
    October 01-December 31, 2016 
    Placed in the Public File-January 10, 2017 
 

Section I Issues 
 
The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our community 
in this quarter: 
 
A.  Support for Survivors of Suicide-A conversation about Survivor Day and how it can 

be a time of support and hope for family members who lost loved ones to suicide. 
 

B. Firearms-Discussion of Pennsylvania laws regarding firearms with regard to 
cooperating with police, self-defense, and school property. 

 
C. Homelessness-Interviews with residents and the President of Water Street Ministries 

about their outreach to the homeless and low-income families.  
 

D. Protecting Identity-Strategies for protecting identity during the Holiday Shopping 
Season. 

 
E. Safety At Church-Ideas for developing a security plan for local congregations. 

 
F. Holiday Spending-Practical suggestions for budgeting money wisely during the 

Holiday Season.  
 

G. Local Families in Crisis-An outreach effort to members of the community who are 
experiencing a season of struggle in their lives. 

 
 

 



    Section II Responsive Programming  
 

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above-referenced issues 
in the following ways: 

 
A. Support for Survivors of Suicide: 

 
Get Up and Go Show-On Tuesday November 8th, special guests Elaine Osterman 
(Adult Services Coordinator) and Phyllis Stone (volunteer) from Pathway Center 
for Grief and Loss talked about Survivor Day, an event reaching out to survivors of 
those who lost loved ones to suicide. The event was scheduled for November 19th. 
Phyllis was a survivor, and explained that a survivor is a family member who lost a 
loved one, not someone who attempted suicide and survived. The guests informed 
listeners that Survivor Day was an opportunity for Survivors to watch a DVD, to 
share stories with other Survivors, and receive support from volunteers who are 
Survivors. Phyllis talked about her personal experience of attending her first time, 
and how Survivor Day helped her through her time of grief. 
 
There were two conversations. The first conversation was at 7:20 a.m. - 4 ½ 
minutes in length. The second conversation was at 7:50 a.m. - 5 minutes in length. 
 

B. Firearms: 
 
Law For Life-5 minute weekly program (Saturday at 3:20 p.m.) A three-part series 
airing on October 22, October 29, and November 05. 
 
In light of the news coverage related to guns, Attorney Shawn McLaughlin and 
Attorney Matthew Menges discussed Pennsylvania law regarding three issues 
related to firearms: 
 

1) Proper procedures for interacting with police. This program on October 22nd 
focused on the importance of having a license to carry a firearm if traveling 
with a firearm. Citizens are obligated to show a license to carry arms if they 
requested by a police officer. Feature also stressed the importance of what to 
do at traffic stops if someone is carrying an arm. Keep hands on steering 
wheel, tell officer, “I have a license to carry a firearm, I have a firearm, and 
this is where it is located.” Also at traffic stops, cooperate fully with police 
officer. 

 



2) Castle Doctrine-Rights of persons in Pennsylvania to protect themselves.   
Attorney Matt Menges noted that “every Pennsylvanian has a right to use 
force against another person to protect themselves against the use of 
unlawful force by that other person, as long as the action is immediately 
necessary to protect themselves.” The use of deadly force is only justified 
when protecting against serious bodily injury, kidnapping, and rape. This 
program aired October 29th. 

 
3) Firearms At School-On November 5th, this feature discussed laws related to 

firearms on school property. Program discussed the Federal Law that 
enforces Gun Free School Zones, which designates a thousand foot bubble 
around school property. Exceptions include an individual within that bubble 
who owns private property, and classes that involve use of firearms. 
Program also discussed PA State Law, which bans possession of weapons on 
school property. Matt Menges clarified some exceptions to this law and 
warned parents of huge legal risks of carrying weapons on school property, 
even if they are a legal gun owner. 

 
C.  Homelessness: 

 
Get Up and Go Show: Lisa Landis did six call-ins from Water Street Ministries on 
Wednesday, November 23rd, the day of their great Thanksgiving Banquet. During 
her interviews, she spoke with Jack Crowley, President of Water Street Ministries, 
the cook who was preparing the Great Thanksgiving Banquet, and the residents 
whose lives have been touched by the outreach. Each interview ranged from 2 to 4 
minutes in length. Highlights include: 
 
7:20-Jack Crowley talked about the renovations at Water Street dining room and 
how they provide food more efficiently to residents and provide for a healthier 
environment. Conversations was 3 ½ minutes in length. 
 
7:33-A Resident named Isaiah told his story, how he got to Water Street after a 
relationship breakdown and learned so much from some of the older men residents 
at Water Street who encouraged him to take the right path. He hopes his story will 
be told in other nations to encourage kids without a mom or dad. Conversation was 
3 ½ minutes in length. 
 
7:50-A resident named Jim explained how Water Street functions like a family, 
bringing together people who are homeless to support each other and learn 
valuable life lessons in classes. Conversation was 3 ½ minutes in length. 



 
8:05-President Jack Crowley talked about the various services of Water Street-
Community outreach to provide food for families struggling financially, health 
services, Teen Haven youth ministry, and Wonderclub early learning centers-
serving preschoolers and kindergartners of low-income families. Conversation was 
2 ½ minutes in length. 
 
8:20-A resident named Chris explained what he was learning from life coaches-
community, serving, living as a useful member of society. Conversation was 2 
minutes in length. 
 

D. Identity Protection: 
 

Stewardship For Life-3 minute program (Monday through Friday at 1:20 p.m.) 
During the holiday shopping season, Amanda Rock examined strategies for 
protecting identity before shopping, while shopping at retail stores, while shopping 
online, and after shopping. 
 
Strategies for protecting identity before shopping include: protecting devices 
(Using strong passwords for accounts, and keeping computer malware protection 
software updated); traveling light (taking only credit cards that will be used); and 
for women, keeping purse at home. 
 
Strategies for protecting identity while shopping at retail stores include: Using 
credit cards, not debit card or checks (credit cards provide more protection from 
fraudulent activity); watching the point of sale (watch for skimmers); and being 
careful when opening new retail credit accounts (watch for anyone looking over 
shoulder when sensitive information is filled out).  
 
Strategies for protecting identity while shopping online include: Using a secure 
network; being careful what is shared online (plans, children’s names or 
birthdays); Sticking with trusted sites. (Guard against fake websites. Look for signs 
of trusted websites such as https in web address or locked webbed padlock icon at 
left side of url). 
 
Strategies for protecting identity after shopping include: Monitoring accounts and 
transactions (Reviewing small charges carefully); Monitoring or freezing credit if 
data is hacked; shredding bills and receipts. 
 
This feature aired December 5th through the 8th.  



E. Safety At Church:  
 

Law For Life-5 minute weekly program (Saturday at 3:20 p.m.) A three-part series, 
airing November 12, November 19, and November 26.   
 
Attorney Shawn McLaughlin highlighted the point that security plans for churches 
are needed in greater detail now than 20 years ago because of incidences of church 
shootings and child abuse reports. He added that most churches have zero plans for 
handling emergencies. 
 
Shawn presented plans for security in the following stages: 
 

1) Form a Safety Leadership Team-Find a blend of people who share interest in 
security for church and have skills and training in that area. 

2) Form a Safety Plan-The Leadership team is appointed the task of developing 
a plan to respond to emergencies such as severe weather, violent visitors, 
protection of children from abuse, medical emergencies, etc. The team will 
address most likely or most crucial events first. 

3) Informing Congregation-Informing congregation what the safety leadership 
team is doing and, in general, what its plans are about. This may involve 
presenting details of evacuation plans and implementing practice drills. 
Also, discussing whether there are gun carriers, and, if so, whether they are 
trained or not. Another detail is to share plans for dealing with medical 
emergencies. When sharing the plan, an important piece is to share with the 
congregation what part they have when plans are rolled out. Finally, 
informing congregation of leadership team members enables the 
congregation to work with leadership team on security issues.  

 
F. Holiday Spending: 
 
 Stewardship for Life-3 minute program (Monday through Friday at 1:20 p.m.) A 

series of programs that aired October 31st through November 3rd. With the holiday 
season approaching, Amanda Rock mentioned six common money mistakes that 
are made during the holiday season and proposed four steps for preparing a holiday 
budget. 
Among the common mistakes: 
 

1) Forgetting to prioritize-To remedy this mistake, make peace with limitations. 
Figure out what is most important and be okay with letting go of the things 
at the bottom of the list. 



2) Spending too much money on food-To remedy this mistake, look for 
bargains and store promotions, take advantage of store coupons. If hosting a 
big gathering, consider a potluck. 

3) We mistake generosity with thoughtfulness. Instead of giving a gift with 
meaning, we replace meaning with size and expense. To remedy this 
mistake, consider handmade gifts or gifts of service. 

4) We overestimate our cushion. When we loosen the rein on spending, our 
surplus turns into a deficit.  

5) We compete against last year. A remedy for this mistake is to treat every 
year as the unique special circumstances it is. 

6) We borrow against next year. Short term happiness leads to long term 
consequences. 

 
Among the steps of preparing for a holiday budget: 
 

1) Analyze current spending. 
2) Prioritize goals. 
3) Connect budget cuts to spending goals. 
4) Set a schedule. Be specific on setting a timeline for spending cuts goals and 

saving goals. 
 

G. Local Families in Crisis: 
 

Get Up and Go Show: Dave Ober spoke about a local effort to provide the joy of 
Christmas to people in need. That effort is called Share the Blessing. Dave shared 
several stories about people in places of need: severe sickness, physical limitations, 
evicted from their place of residence, financial need, and widows, to name a few. 
Beyond the gifts, Dave said what was meaningful about the effort was that it 
reminded people in need that they are not alone. They do not have to be afraid. 
They are part of a greater community. They are loved. Dave invited listeners to 
make a donation to support the outreach.  
 
(Two Conversations aired on December 22 at 7:20 a.m. and 7:50 a.m.) 
 
Radio Spot-A radio announcement aired to inform listeners about “Share the 
Blessing” and invite listeners to nominate a community member to be blessed 
during the Holiday season. Radio spot aired four times a day for almost one month 
at various times of the day, starting November 16th through December 13th. 

 
 



  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


