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How One Small Montana Tourism Business Pulled Through Pandemic SummerMany small tourism dependent businesses around Montana didn’t know if they would make it through the summer with the looming pandemic. But with state level relief grants, many eked by, and some were busier than they expected. One business owner managed to navigate the complicated summer. Now she’s looking ahead to an uncertain winter. Stephanie Maltarich https://www.ypradio.org/business/2020-12-10/how-one-small-montana-tourism-business-pulled-through-pandemic-summerThu Dec 10 22:09:45 EST 20205:25
Researchers, Race Directors Pivot To Balance Access While Maintaining Safety On TrailsTrails in Montana were busy<b><i> </i></b>this summer as people took to the outdoors to escape the stress of the coronavirus pandemic, so busy that race directors and researchers became slightly concerned about the impact of so many trail users on public health. Many worked to balance getting people outside while teaching them how to do it safely. Stephanie Maltarich https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-10/researchers-race-directors-pivot-to-balance-access-while-maintaining-safety-on-trailsTue Nov 10 20:55:36 EST 20205:21
Shared State Episode 06: Desiring To Improve The Quality Of LifeIndividually, our decisions about where to live and what to do for work shape our lives profoundly. The way Montanans answer those questions...Eric Dietrich, Montana Free Presshttps://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-10-06/shared-state-episode-06-desiring-to-improve-the-quality-of-lifeTue Oct 06 11:45:55 EDT 202029:09:00
COVID Precautions Complicate Communication with Inmates at Montana PrisonsThe pandemic has made keeping in touch with loved ones difficult for everyone. COVID-19 precautions have halted in person visitation at Montana’s prisons, straining communication between inmates and their families.Jess Sheldahl https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2020-12-31/covid-precautions-complicate-communication-with-inmates-at-montana-prisonsThu Dec 31 10:33:04 EST 20205:29
Montana National Guard Wraps Up Service At State Prison, Soldiers Contract COVID-19The Montana National Guard on Nov. 18 withdrew from Montana State Prison after assisting the facility, strained by an outbreak of COVID-19 among inmates and staff. Eleven soldiers tested positive for the virus prior to and during the roughly three week mission.<br/>Jess Sheldahl https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2020-11-19/montana-national-guard-wraps-up-service-at-state-prison-soldiers-contract-covid-19Thu Nov 19 21:53:49 EST 20202:02
Montana News Guild Finalizes First Contract With Billings Gazette OwnerThe Montana News Guild, which represents staff from the Billings Gazette, <a  label="finalized its first contract" class="rte2-style-brightspot-core-link-LinkRichTextElement" href="https://montananewsguild.org/2020/11/02/montana-news-guild-ratifies-first-contract/" style="text-decoration:none;">finalized its first contract</a> with newspaper owner Lee Enterprises on Nov. 1. Jess Sheldahl https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-10/montana-news-guild-finalizes-contract-with-billings-gazette-ownerTue Nov 10 19:59:51 EST 20201:40
Two Montana Department Of Corrections Inmates Die From COVID-19The Montana Department of Corrections confirmed Friday two inmates in state custody died due to COVID-19 last month. The announcement came nearly two weeks after the first inmate’s death.Jess Sheldahl https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2020-11-06/two-montana-department-of-corrections-inmates-die-from-covid-19Fri Nov 06 19:30:34 EST 2020:58
Voter Voices: In Billings, Long Lines And Perfect Weather In Yellowstone County 83 percent of absentee ballots had been returned as of this morning. Voters in Billings reported waiting two to three hours to register to vote and cast their ballots this morning at MetraPark, the main polling station for the most populated city in the state.Jess Sheldahl https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-11-03/voter-voices-in-billings-long-lines-and-perfect-weatherTue Nov 03 18:04:11 EST 20204:03
Montana State Prison Inmate Died From COVID-19, Death Certificate SaysA man listed as an inmate in Montana State Prison custody died due to COVID-19 pneumonia in Deer Lodge on Oct. 24, according to his death certificate.Jess Sheldahl https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-30/montana-state-prison-inmate-died-from-covid-19-death-certificate-saysFri Oct 30 20:29:04 EDT 2020:55
Montana State Prison Identifies More COVID-19 Cases Among InmatesMontana State Prison remains on lockdown after a coronavirus outbreak ballooned since being discovered last week.Jess Sheldahl https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-23/montana-state-prison-identifies-more-covid-19-cases-among-inmatesFri Oct 23 17:16:46 EDT 20201:58
Ballot Initiative Would Bar Local Government From Enacting Gun RestrictionsGun regulation can cause heated arguments across the nation and especially in Montana, where<a  label=" over half of the citizenry " class="rte2-style-brightspot-core-link-LinkRichTextElement" href="https://worldpopulationreview.com/state-rankings/gun-ownership-by-state" style="text-decoration:none;"> over half of the citizenry </a>owns a registered firearm. This election Montana voters will decide whether to restrict local governments’ ability to enact their own gun control measures. Jess Sheldahl https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-10-11/ballot-initiative-would-bar-local-government-from-enacting-gun-restrictionsSun Oct 11 17:57:03 EDT 20205:38
Montana News Guild Details Latest Round Of Reporter Layoffs In MontanaAnother round of newsroom reductions has hit newspapers owned by Lee Enterprises. At least seven staff members have recently had their employment end with the publishing company that owns newspapers in major cities across Montana. Jess Sheldahl https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-11/montana-news-guild-details-latest-round-of-reporter-layoffs-in-montanaSun Oct 11 17:41:03 EDT 20202:04
Shared State Episode 09: For This And Future Generations What can we learn from the ways political corruption shaped Montana's past? And how can we keep up with all the special interests trying to influence...John Adams https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-10-27/shared-state-episode-09-for-this-and-future-generationsTue Oct 27 11:58:17 EDT 202027:04:00
Amid Slashed Budgets And Virtual Barriers, Mental Health Providers Find Ways To Offer CareDemand for mental health care has been rising through the coronavirus pandemic. Now, despite dwindling funds and technical difficulties, providers are reaching out using unprecedented strategies.Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/health/2020-12-31/amid-slashed-budgets-and-virtual-barriers-mental-health-providers-find-ways-to-offer-careThu Dec 31 10:14:54 EST 20204:57
Montana Missing Indigenous Persons Task Force Elects New Officer  Of the 179 missing persons in Montana, 29 percent are Native American. Montana’s Missing Indigenous Persons Task Force met on Dec. 17 for an update and to elect a new presiding officer. Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2020-12-18/montana-missing-indigenous-persons-task-force-elects-new-officerFri Dec 18 19:24:47 EST 20201:48
CSKT Says "Big Sky" Planned Unauthorized Depiction Of Tribal Buildings, LeadersThe producers of ABC’s new drama “Big Sky” issued a statement last week apologizing for overlooking the missing and murdered Indigenous people crisis in Montana after the show drew criticism from Indigenous groups. But “Big Sky” is facing more backlash this week after failing to follow filming protocols of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes. Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2020-12-10/cskt-says-big-sky-planned-unauthorized-depiction-of-tribal-buildings-leadersThu Dec 10 21:39:59 EST 20202:00
Fort Peck Tribal Chairman Reinstated The Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribal Executive Board reinstated suspended Chairman Floyd Azure following a vote on Dec. 3. Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2020-12-04/fort-peck-tribal-chairman-reinstatedFri Dec 04 11:47:24 EST 20201:48
CSKT Joins Pilot Project To Better Address Missing Persons CasesThe Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes are participating in a national pilot project to improve coordination between agencies investigating missing and murdered Indigenous persons cases. Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2020-12-02/cskt-joins-pilot-project-to-better-address-missing-persons-casesWed Dec 02 11:57:41 EST 20201:28
ABC's "Big Sky" Draws Criticism As Critics Recommend Alternative EntertainmentThe new TV show is facing backlash from critics who say the network overlooked an important opportunity to talk about a real crisis in Montana. Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2020-11-24/abcs-big-sky-draws-criticism-as-critics-recommend-alternative-entertainmentTue Nov 24 23:32:08 EST 20203:33
After Failed Run For Montana Auditor, Morigeau Appointed To State SenateMissoula County Commissioners appointed former state auditor candidate and Montana House Representative Shane Morigeau to a state senate position Tuesday.Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/montana-2021-legislature/2020-11-20/after-failed-run-for-montana-auditor-morigeau-appointed-to-state-senateFri Nov 20 20:33:49 EST 20202:10
Northern Cheyenne Inaugurates Slate Of Women To LeadershipThe Northern Cheyenne Tribe inaugurated all women to leadership positions on Tuesday.<br/>Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2020-11-18/northern-cheyenne-inaugurates-slate-of-women-to-leadershipWed Nov 18 21:37:14 EST 20203:12
Little Shell Elections Draw Record Breaking Turnout, Incumbents ReelectedThe Little Shell Tribe saw their highest voter turnout yet for tribal elections.Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2020-11-16/little-shell-elections-draw-record-breaking-turnout-incumbents-reelectedMon Nov 16 22:09:29 EST 20202:08
Blackfeet Nation Mourns COVID-19 Deaths, Urges Prayer And PrecautionsThe Blackfeet Tribal Business Council on Friday hosted a memorial for tribal members who’ve died from COVID-19.Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2020-11-13/blackfeet-nation-mourns-covid-19-deaths-urges-prayer-and-precautionsFri Nov 13 21:05:30 EST 20201:28
Blackfeet Community College Website Offers Local, Anonymous Missing Persons ReportingOn Nov. 7 Blackfeet Community College celebrated the launch of a new missing persons reporting website created in collaboration with Montana’s Missing Indigenous Persons Task Force. <br/>Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2020-11-09/blackfeet-community-college-website-offers-local-anonymous-missing-persons-reportingMon Nov 09 20:16:06 EST 20202:37
Montana Retains Racial Parity In State Legislature Following the election, ten Native Americans have won their races and will be serving in Montana’s legislature. While this is fewer Indigenous representatives than last session, the number of Indigenous lawmakers remains proportional to the state's racial makeup.<br/>Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-11-08/montana-retains-racial-parity-in-state-legislatureSun Nov 08 12:42:53 EST 20201:41
Fort Peck Tribal Executive Board Suspends Chairman Without PayThe Fort Peck Tribal Executive Board Thursday announced the suspension of Tribal Chairman Floyd Azure. Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2020-11-05/fort-peck-tribal-executive-board-suspends-chairman-without-payThu Nov 05 20:11:50 EST 20201:09
Voter Voices: In Hardin, Getting Out The Vote Includes Phones, Cars And BikesIn the final hours of the election, advocates working to get out the Native American vote in Montana are pulling out all the stops to connect with difficult to reach voters. YPR News’ Kaitlyn Nicholas reports from Hardin, where absentee ballot returns trail the rest of the state.Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-11-03/voter-voices-in-hardin-getting-out-the-vote-includes-phones-cars-and-bikesTue Nov 03 20:31:50 EST 20204:07
Indigenous Get Out The Vote Groups Make Final Push With one day left before Election Day, Native American rights advocates are making a final push to get out the vote as COVID-19 cases rise and the temperature drops.Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-11-02/indigenous-get-out-the-vote-groups-make-final-pushMon Nov 02 16:28:58 EST 20204:14
Blackfeet Nation Offers Financial Assistance For Funerals The Blackfeet Tribal Business Council On Wednesday announced it would direct a portion of the tribe’s federal coronavirus relief funds to cover funeral costs of tribal members.Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-29/blackfeet-nation-offers-financial-assistance-for-funeralsFri Oct 30 00:28:55 EDT 2020:51
Reservation Facilities Strapped For Space As Regional Hospitals FillAs Montana sees a surge in COVID-19 cases, medical facilities, particularly within tribal nations, are being pushed to their limits. Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2020-10-21/draft-regional-surgeWed Oct 21 20:20:02 EDT 20204:35
Montana Officials Fear Undercount With Thursday Census DeadlineThe U.S. Supreme Court on Tuesday granted the Trump Administration’s request to halt the Census 2020 count two weeks early. State officials are concerned Montana will be severely undercounted.Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-14/montana-officials-worry-of-undercount-with-thursday-census-deadlineThu Oct 15 01:03:44 EDT 20202:15
Shared State Episode 07: Equality Of Opportunity For the first time, almost every county in Montana is using all-mail in ballots this election season. Voters can still drop off their ballots in person...Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-10-13/shared-state-episode-07-equality-of-opportunityTue Oct 13 11:45:03 EDT 202029:23:00
U.S. Poet Laureate Joy Harjo Leads MSU's Indigenous Peoples' Day CelebrationsThe U.S. Poet Laureate led Indigenous Peoples' Day celebrations Monday for Montana State University. The holiday celebrates Native Americans alongside their histories and traditions.Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2020-10-12/montana-state-university-hosts-u-s-poet-laureate-onlineMon Oct 12 23:26:59 EDT 20202:23
Northern Cheyenne President Declares Continued State of Emergency, Extends RestrictionsThe Northern Cheyenne Reservation in Montana has declared a continued state of emergency until the number of COVID-19 cases in the area declines. Here's what this means for reservation residents.Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2020-10-07/northern-cheyenne-president-declares-continued-state-of-emergency-extends-restrictionsWed Oct 07 19:37:04 EDT 2020:58
U.S.-Canada Border Closure Limits Montana Retail Sales, Tourism, Family ReunionsThe 545 mile border between Montana and Canada has been closed to nonessential traffic since March to limit the spread of the coronavirus. The closure has also limited tourism, retail sales and family gatherings. <br/>Kay Erickson https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2020-12-21/u-s-canada-border-closure-limits-montana-retail-sales-tourism-family-reunionsMon Dec 21 20:50:13 EST 20203:01
This Year's Holiday Traditions May Look Different But Still The Same At HeartThe coronavirus pandemic has moved many faith communities to swap in person worship and activities for remote or steaming opportunities. Important holiday traditions have given them an opportunity to be creative.Kay Erickson https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2020-12-21/this-years-holiday-traditions-may-look-different-but-still-the-same-at-heartMon Dec 21 20:38:16 EST 20203:12
Wyoming Mask Order, Other Restrictions Go Into Effect WednesdayWyoming Governor Mark Gordon Monday announced a new statewide face mask order as hospitalizations and deaths from COVID-19 increase in the state. The order goes into effect Wednesday.Kay Erickson https://www.ypradio.org/health/2020-12-07/wyoming-mask-order-other-restrictions-go-into-effect-wednesdayMon Dec 07 20:37:03 EST 2020:55
Wyoming Reports Over 250 Coronavirus Related Deaths During Pandemic The death toll in Wyoming from coronavirus related illnesses rose by 27 today, according to a report from the Wyoming Health Department. Nine of the deaths were in Natrona County and four were in both Fremont and Sweetwater counties.Kay Erickson https://www.ypradio.org/2020-12-04/wyoming-reports-over-250-coronavirus-related-deaths-during-pandemicFri Dec 04 11:12:45 EST 2020:47
Professional Baseball In Montana Will Move To Independent Partner League  In a news release on Monday, Major League Baseball announced an agreement with the Pioneer League to continue a long tradition of professional baseball in Montana, Idaho, Colorado and Utah.Kay Erickson https://www.ypradio.org/2020-12-01/professional-baseball-in-montana-will-move-to-independent-partner-leagueTue Dec 01 11:30:15 EST 2020:59
Streamed Concerts Make The Season Bright The potential spread of COVID-19 has put the damper on many holiday events across Montana. But symphonies and chorales statewide are finding new ways to make the season bright.Kay Erickson https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-26/streamed-concerts-make-the-season-brightThu Nov 26 13:02:50 EST 20203:52
Federal Judge Dismisses Lawsuit Alleging St. Mary Diversion Dam Harms Bull TroutA federal magistrate judge in Montana has dismissed a lawsuit against the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation that alleged an irrigation project in northwest Montana harms threatened bull trout. <br/>Kay Erickson https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-09/federal-judge-dismisses-lawsuit-alleging-st-mary-diversion-dam-harms-bull-troutMon Nov 09 19:57:27 EST 20201:58
Montana Fire Crews Still Responding To New Wildland Fires A nine square mile wildfire burning in the Beaverhead Deerlodge National Forest is estimated to be 75 percent contained as of Nov. 2.Kay Erickson https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-02/montana-fire-crews-still-responding-to-new-wildland-firesMon Nov 02 20:03:26 EST 2020:56
Forest Service Asks Public For Help Identifying Cause Of Yogo FireOfficials with the Helena Lewis and Clark National Forest are asking for the public’s help in identifying how the Yogo Fire got started.Kay Erickson https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-26/forest-service-asks-public-for-help-identifying-cause-of-yogo-fireMon Oct 26 22:50:12 EDT 2020:48
Daines Votes Yes, Tester No To Confirm Justice Barrett Montana’s two U.S. Senators split their votes along party lines on Oct. 26 as the U.S. Senate voted 52 to 48 to confirm Judge Amy Coney Barrett as the newest member of the U.S. Supreme Court.Kay Erickson https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-28/daines-votes-yes-tester-no-to-confirm-justice-barrettMon Oct 26 19:49:31 EDT 2020:52
Tester, Daines On Visits And Votes With Supreme Court NomineeThe U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee Thursday advanced the nomination of Judge Amy Coney Barrett to the U.S. Supreme Court to the full Senate. The vote was a unanimous 12 to 0 with Republicans voting in favor and Democrats boycotting the vote.Kay Erickson https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-23/tester-daines-on-visits-and-votes-with-supreme-court-nomineeFri Oct 23 20:54:36 EDT 20201:24
Some Montana Universities Cancel In-Person Fall CommencementCommencement will go forward for some state universities in Montana this fall but each is taking a different approach.<br/>Kay Erickson https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-19/some-montana-universities-cancel-in-person-fall-commencementMon Oct 19 21:05:36 EDT 20201:19



Water Flowing Again Through Hi Line's St. Mary Canal The water is back on in the Milk River Project St. Mary Canal for the first time in nearly five months. Thursday's water release comes following repairs to a critical drop structure.<br/>Kay Erickson https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-11/water-flowing-again-through-hi-lines-st-mary-canalSun Oct 11 17:35:17 EDT 20202:01
Regulators Fine Helena Subdivision Utility For Water Service InterruptionsMontana regulators on Tuesday found a private water utility shut off water service without justification to residents of a Helena subdivision this summer.Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2020-12-31/regulators-fine-helena-subdivision-utility-for-water-service-interruptionsTue Dec 29 10:18:24 EST 20201:15
Montana Releases Crisis Care Guidance For Ethical Decisions Amid Supply ScarcityMontana’s health department Tuesday endorsed guidance for medical providers potentially facing a scarcity of medical supplies, space and staff during the COVID-19 pandemic.Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/health/2020-12-22/montana-releases-crisis-care-guidelines-for-ethical-decisions-amid-supply-scarcityTue Dec 22 20:46:26 EST 20201:23
Batteries Alone Won't Qualify For Small, Locally Owned Renewable Energy RequirementsNorthWestern Energy says this year it received several applications from developers hoping to build storage only batteries under a state law that encourages development of small, community owned renewables. <br/>Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2020-12-22/batteries-alone-wont-qualify-for-small-locally-owned-renewable-energy-requirementsTue Dec 22 20:23:28 EST 20204:17
Talen Objects To Colstrip Ash Pond Clean Up Plan Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2020-12-18/talen-objects-to-colstrip-ash-pond-clean-up-planFri Dec 18 20:29:32 EST 2020:56
First Wave Of Frontline Workers Receive Vaccine In Billings The two large hospital systems in Billings are busy administering nearly 2,000 COVID-19 vaccines this week. The first jabs were met with joy and celebration.<br/>Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/health/2020-12-17/first-wave-of-frontline-workers-receive-vaccine-in-billingsThu Dec 17 20:03:05 EST 20203:45
MSU Report Links Climate Change To Physical, Mental Health ImpactsMontana State University released a report Tuesday warning that rising temperatures, wildfires and other effects of climate change could increase the likelihood of lung disease in vulnerable populations, exacerbate existing conditions like asthma and hurt farmers’ mental health. Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2020-12-09/msu-report-links-climate-change-to-physical-mental-health-impactsWed Dec 09 22:19:38 EST 20203:30
Montana Coal Mine Owner Declares Bankruptcy The operator of the Decker coal mine in Montana announced bankruptcy and layoffs Thursday Dec. 03 due to poor coal market conditions. Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2020-12-04/montana-coal-mine-owner-declares-bankruptcyFri Dec 04 11:33:30 EST 20201:00
Montana Women Detained By Border Patrol After Speaking Spanish Settle LawsuitTwo women who say they were detained by a border patrol agent after speaking Spanish in northern Montana settled with the government earlier this month.<br/>Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-26/montana-women-detained-by-border-patrol-after-speaking-spanish-settle-lawsuitThu Nov 26 13:14:37 EST 20201:04
Coal Ash Waste From Colstrip's Retired Units To Be ExcavatedThe state of Montana this week announced the operator of the Colstrip coal fired power plant will fully remove coal ash ponds that have been leaking millions of gallons of wastewater a year from the plant’s two now retired units.Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-20/coal-ash-waste-from-colstrips-retired-units-to-be-excavatedFri Nov 20 20:55:08 EST 20204:36
Temporary Shelter Opens In Billings With COVID-19, Non-COVID RoomsSocial services in Billings are opening a temporary shelter to meet the city’s need for isolated sleeping spaces as COVID-19 cases rise and temperatures drop.Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-16/temporary-shelter-opens-in-billings-with-covid-19-non-covid-roomsMon Nov 16 21:55:06 EST 20201:47
Groups Respond To Invalidation Of Federal Land Management Plans In MontanaEnvironmental groups are hopeful that a recent ruling that invalidated land management plans in Montana means the federal government will redraft the documents. Montana's leading oil and gas industry group, meanwhile, says members should have a fair chance at using those lands.Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-02/groups-respond-to-invalidation-of-federal-land-management-plans-in-montanaMon Nov 02 13:05:01 EST 20204:01
Proposed Colstrip Steam Election Station Sale Falls Through A proposed sale at the Colstrip coal-fired power plant has fallen through after owners say they faced barriers to the agreement.Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2020-10-29/proposed-colstrip-steam-election-station-sale-falls-throughFri Oct 30 00:24:26 EDT 2020:56
Keystone XL Developer Taps Bozeman Contractor For 2021 WorkThe Canadian developer of the Keystone XL crude oil pipeline is going ahead with worker hirings amid ongoing legal challenges to construction.<br/>Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2020-10-29/keystone-xl-developer-taps-bozeman-contractor-for-2021-workFri Oct 30 00:18:02 EDT 20201:02
Montana Dakota Utilities' 20 Year Energy Plan Leans Less On CoalThe 20 year energy plan for Montana’s second largest electric company, Montana-Dakota Utilities, includes closure at its only Montana-based coal-fired power plant.Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2020-10-29/montana-dakota-utilities-20-year-energy-plan-leans-less-on-coalFri Oct 30 00:05:20 EDT 20201:08
How Montana Public Service Commission Election Results Could Affect Energy In The StateThree of five seats are up for grabs on the body that regulates electric utilities in Montana. Open races will take place for seats representing the western and southwestern regions, while an incumbent is running for the southeast Montana seat.Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-10-29/how-montana-public-service-commission-election-results-could-affect-energy-in-the-stateThu Oct 29 23:27:49 EDT 20204:19
NorthWestern Pays 2018 Colstrip Coal-Fired Power Plant Forced Closure CostsNorthWestern Energy, Montana’s largest utility, will assume the entire cost of replacement power for roughly three months in 2018 when part of the Colstrip Steam Electric Station was taken offline after it violated federal clean air laws.<br/>Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/energy/2020-10-28/northwestern-customers-will-bear-part-of-replacement-power-costs-from-2018-colstrip-closuresWed Oct 28 20:25:24 EDT 20201:04
Montana Regulators Delay Listening Session On Colstrip AcquisitionThe commission that regulates electric utilities in Montana is postponing a public listening session on a company’s proposal to acquire a greater share in the Colstrip coal fired power plant.Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-26/montana-regulators-delay-listening-session-on-colstrip-acquisitionMon Oct 26 22:47:53 EDT 2020:55
Judge Denies Tribes' Request To Freeze Keystone XL Pipeline ConstructionA U.S. district court judge Friday rejected tribes’ request for a temporary hold on construction of the Keystone XL crude oil pipeline in northern Montana.Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2020-10-20/judge-denies-tribes-request-to-freeze-keystone-xl-pipeline-constructionTue Oct 20 13:28:38 EDT 20201:20
Domestic Violence Shelter Fundraising Effort Points To Increased Need Mid-PandemicA domestic violence nonprofit in Bozeman this month launched a campaign to fundraise for a new shelter it announced last year, and it says the pandemic highlights the need for more safe spaces.<br/>Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-19/domestic-violence-shelter-fundraising-effort-points-to-increased-need-mid-pandemicMon Oct 19 21:11:30 EDT 20202:07
Candidates For Montana U.S. Senate Seat Campaign On Carbon CaptureTwo candidates facing off for a Montana U.S. Senate seat in the upcoming November election recently highlighted their carbon capture initiatives.Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-10-12/candidates-for-montana-u-s-senate-seat-campaign-on-carbon-captureMon Oct 12 23:23:32 EDT 20206:05
COVID-19 Surge Leads To Stay Home Orders, Closed Schools On Fort Peck ReservationMontana state health officials flagged six counties Wednesday as areas of significant COVID-19 growth. A hotspot in northeast Montana is grappling to get its case number under control.Kayla Desroches https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-02/covid-19-surge-leads-to-stay-home-orders-closed-schools-on-fort-peck-reservationFri Oct 02 12:25:40 EDT 20203:09
 Gianforte Announces New Department Of Natural Resources And Conservation DirectorMontana Gov. elect Greg Gianforte today announced the next director of the state Department of Natural Resources and Conservation. Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2020-12-31/gianforte-announces-new-department-of-natural-resources-and-conservation-directorThu Dec 31 17:06:47 EST 2020:44
Gianforte Announces New Department Of Environmental Quality DirectorMontana Gov. elect Greg Gianforte on Wednesday announced the next leader of the state Department of Environmental Quality. Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2020-12-31/gianforte-announces-new-department-of-environmental-quality-directorThu Dec 31 16:57:58 EST 2020:49
Recreational Marijuana Bill Backer Must Reveal Donors Montana’s top political cop is ordering a group that backed recreational marijuana leading up to the November election to reveal its donors. Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2020-12-31/recreational-marijuana-bill-backer-must-reveal-donorsTue Dec 29 09:55:13 EST 20201:26
Gianforte To Release Pandemic Response Guidance, Final Cabinet Picks After Swearing InMontana Republican Gov.-elect Greg Gianforte Monday said he will release new coronavirus guidance and fill out his cabinet after he takes office next week. Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2020-12-28/gianforte-to-release-pandemic-response-guidance-final-cabinet-picks-after-swearing-inMon Dec 28 21:24:52 EST 20201:16
How COVID-19 Precautions For Montana's Legislative Session Compare To Neighbor StatesLawmakers are about convene for session in Montana and neighboring states. The influx of legislators, lobbyists and public commenters could add pressure to county health departments already struggling to keep up with local coronavirus infections. YPR News’ Kevin Trevellyan has been tracking how states are balancing lawmaking with public health. He shares his reporting with Nicky Ouellet.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2020-12-21/how-covid-19-precautions-for-montanas-legislative-session-compare-to-neighbor-statesMon Dec 21 21:13:15 EST 20209:23
Montana To Receive Fewer COVID-19 Vaccines Than Expected Before 2021Gov. Steve Bullock Friday announced Montana will receive 20 percent fewer COVID-19 vaccine doses than expected through the end of the year.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2020-12-18/montana-to-receive-smaller-covid-19-vaccine-allocation-than-expectedFri Dec 18 20:23:13 EST 20201:07
Helena's St. Peter’s Health Expects Most Employees To Get VaccinatedTen large Montana hospitals this week are beginning to vaccinate frontline health care workers against COVID-19. The shot won’t be mandatory at one Helena hospital, which still expects most of its employees to get vaccinated.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/health/2020-12-15/helenas-st-peters-health-expects-most-employees-to-get-vaccinatedTue Dec 15 21:05:04 EST 20201:21
First COVID-19 Vaccines Arrive In Montana Highly anticipated COVID-19 vaccines are arriving in Montana’s ten large hospitals this week, earmarked for frontline health care workers. A Bozeman hospital administered its first doses of COVID-19 vaccine Tuesday.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/health/2020-12-14/first-covid-19-vaccines-arrive-in-montanaTue Dec 15 01:57:19 EST 20203:51
U.S. Surgeon General Praises Montana's Progress With COVID-19, Health Officers Caution Vigilance Still NeededMontana confirmed 991 new COVID-19 cases and reported 24 more deaths from the virus Friday, which coincided with a visit from the U.S. surgeon general. He was optimistic about the strides Montana has made with the virus. But county health officials still urge residents to remain vigilant moving forward.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/health/2020-12-11/u-s-surgeon-general-praises-montanas-progress-with-covid-19-health-officers-caution-vigilance-still-neededFri Dec 11 20:17:03 EST 20202:09
Montana's AG Urges U.S. Supreme Court To Pick Up Latest Election ChallengeMontana’s Attorney General on Wednesday urged the U.S. Supreme Court to take up a Texas lawsuit attempting to challenge election results in four swing states that went for President elect Joe Biden. It’s the latest example of state GOP officials casting doubt on the November election results.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2020-12-10/montanas-ag-urges-u-s-supreme-court-to-pick-up-latest-election-challengeThu Dec 10 21:49:34 EST 20203:17
Small Group Continues Protest At Gallatin County Health Officer's HomeMontana reported 859 new COVID-19 cases Tuesday and 21 more deaths, the most since late November. Meanwhile, a small group spent its 13th morning protesting coronavirus related restrictions outside the Gallatin City County health officer’s home.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/health/2020-12-08/small-group-continues-protest-at-gallatin-county-health-officers-homeTue Dec 08 20:48:47 EST 20202:07
Health Care Workers At Large Hospitals To Receive Montana's First COVID-19 Vaccine DosesState officials on Dec. 7 announced which hospitals will get Montana’s first shipment of COVID-19 vaccines. <br/>Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/health/2020-12-07/health-care-workers-at-large-hospitals-to-receive-montanas-first-covid-19-vaccine-dosesMon Dec 07 20:28:09 EST 20201:16
Montana Could Receive COVID-19 Vaccines By Mid-December, Governor SaysGov. Steve Bullock on Dec. 2 announced Montana could receive its first COVID-19 vaccine shipment of around 10,000 doses by mid December. Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-12-02/montana-to-receive-covid-vaccines-by-mid-decemberWed Dec 02 18:24:21 EST 20201:16
Montana's Election Results Confirmed Montana officials certified the state’s election results on November 30.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-12-01/montanas-election-results-confirmedTue Dec 01 12:03:34 EST 2020:49
 Montanans’ Coverage, Hospital Revenue At Stake As Supreme Court Considers Affordable Care ActAs demand for federally subsidized health care significantly rises in Montana for the first time in several years, the U.S. Supreme Court is considering whether to strike down the law that enabled expanded coverage. Health insurance experts liken a complete overturn of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) to a “perfect storm” that would cause “complete chaos.”Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-19/montanans-coverage-hospital-revenue-at-stake-as-supreme-court-considers-affordable-care-actThu Nov 19 22:03:02 EST 20205:15
Bullock Suggests Pulling From Rainy Day Fund To Avoid Cuts, Protect ServicesMontana Gov. Steve Bullock proposed a <a  label="two-year state budget " class="rte2-style-brightspot-core-link-LinkRichTextElement" href="http://budget.mt.gov/Budgets/2023_Budget-Page" style="text-decoration:none;">two-year state budget </a>on Nov. 16 that he says preserves essential services while boosting education and infrastructure spending. It’s the two term Democratic governor’s final budget proposal.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-16/bullock-suggests-pulling-from-rainy-day-fund-to-avoid-cuts-protect-servicesMon Nov 16 22:06:29 EST 20202:05
Gianforte Announces Transition Advisory Team For Montana Environmental AgenciesRepublican Montana Governor-elect Greg Gianforte Friday announced his joint transition advisory team for two agencies key to managing the state’s natural resources.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-13/gianforte-announces-transition-advisory-team-for-montana-environmental-agenciesFri Nov 13 20:53:32 EST 20201:21
Daines Stokes Unfounded Claims Of Voter Fraud For Fundraising EffortsMontana’s U.S. senators are split along party lines in reaction to President Donald Trump’s unproven claims that Democrats are trying to “steal” the election.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-11-06/daines-stokes-unfounded-claims-of-voter-fraud-for-fundraising-effortsMon Nov 09 19:55:14 EST 20201:36
Record Turnout Pushed Montana Republican Sweep High turnout in Republican strongholds contributed to a GOP sweep of top-tier and down ballot races in Montana.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-11-04/record-turnout-pushed-montana-republican-sweepWed Nov 04 19:25:07 EST 20201:55
Voter Voices: In Helena, Carside Service, Bullies And Pepper Lewis and Clark County voters who didn’t want to enter the elections headquarters in Helena today instead parked in a lot across the street, where staff...Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-11-03/voter-voices-in-helena-carside-service-bullies-and-pepperTue Nov 03 21:30:11 EST 20204:07
Montana County Election Officials Start Tabulating Absentee BallotsElections officials in Montana’s Lewis and Clark County have begun counting absentee ballots ahead of Election Day. Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-11-02/montana-county-election-officials-start-tabulating-absentee-ballotsMon Nov 02 20:06:33 EST 20201:50
Bullock, Democrats Make Final Campaign Push With days before the November election, roughly 85 cars turned out for a drive-in rally at the Missoula County Fairgrounds to hear the top of the Montana Democratic ticket deliver closing messages. The event culminated in a speech by U.S. Senate candidate Steve Bullock, who touted his bipartisan credentials as governor.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-11-02/bullock-democrats-make-final-campaign-pushMon Nov 02 15:18:10 EST 20201:27
More Women Running For Montana Legislature Than In Last 20 YearsThis year more women are running for the Montana Legislature than in any election over the past two decades.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-11-02/more-women-running-for-montana-legislature-than-in-last-20-yearsMon Nov 02 12:59:46 EST 20201:32
Montana Counties To Begin Ballot Preparation Ahead Of General ElectionCounty elections officials in Montana will begin preparing absentee ballots for counting starting Oct. 29. Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-10-28/montana-counties-to-begin-ballot-preparation-ahead-of-general-electionWed Oct 28 20:40:27 EDT 20202:08
Majority Of Absentee Ballots Already Returned In Montana The majority of absentee ballots have already been returned in Montana with less than a week until Election Day. Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-10-28/majority-of-absentee-ballots-already-returned-in-montanaWed Oct 28 20:21:49 EDT 20201:54
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2020 Candidate Profile: Steve Bullock For U.S. Senate This week we’re airing profiles on both the Democratic and Republican candidates running for a Montana U.S. Senate seat. YPR News’ Kevin Trevellyan brings us this look at Steve Bullock and his bid for federal office.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-10-26/2020-candidate-profile-steve-bullock-for-u-s-senateTue Oct 27 01:23:47 EDT 20208:59
2020 Candidate Profile: Steve Daines For U.S. Senate This week we’re running profiles on both the Democratic and Republican candidates in the race. YPR News’ Kevin Trevellyan brings us this look at Steve Daines and his bid for reelection.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-10-25/2020-candidate-profile-steve-daines-for-u-s-senateSun Oct 25 22:20:10 EDT 20208:41
County Election Officials On Voting In This Year's Unusual ElectionEarly voting is underway in Montana. The novel coronavirus pandemic has led most counties to conduct an all-mail ballot election, while others are sticking to a traditional polling place election. YPR News’ Kevin Trevellyan convened a Zoom roundtable of county elections officials to find out how preparations are going and what voters should know as an unusual election season wraps up. The conversation has been edited for clarity.<br/>Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-10-21/county-election-officials-on-voting-in-this-years-unusual-electionWed Oct 21 20:43:18 EDT 20206:23
Former UN Ambassador Stumps For Daines, Gianforte A former U.S. ambassador stumped in Great Falls Monday on behalf of Sen. Steve Daines and other Republican candidates.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-10-20/former-un-ambassador-stumps-for-daines-gianforteTue Oct 20 13:25:36 EDT 20201:10
Montana State University Poll Shows Close Races In Montana A Montana State University poll released Wednesday suggests Montana’s three high profile races are toss ups. Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-10-14/montana-state-university-poll-shows-close-races-in-montanaThu Oct 15 00:15:14 EDT 2020:56
Daines, Bullock Debate Taxes, Coronavirus Response Candidates for one of Montana’s U.S. Senate seats faced off Saturday night in their third and final debate hosted by MTN News. Both candidates framed the race as pivotal to high stakes issues like coronavirus relief and tax policy.<br/>Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-10-11/daines-bullock-debate-taxes-coronavirus-responseMon Oct 12 00:54:24 EDT 20202:08
Montana Legislative Subcommittee Briefed On Options For 2021 Session Amid PandemicMontana lawmakers Friday were briefed on potential options to work remotely or at the Capitol during the 2021 legislative session amid the novel coronavirus pandemic.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-11/montana-legislative-subcommittee-briefed-on-options-for-2021-session-amid-pandemicSun Oct 11 17:52:42 EDT 20201:53
Montana Counties Send Out Mail Ballots For General Election Counties are sending mail and absentee ballots to Montanans on Oct. 9.Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-09/montana-counties-send-out-mail-ballots-for-general-electionFri Oct 09 12:03:21 EDT 20201:06
AARP Issues Cease And Desist Letters Over Two Ads For Montana CandidatesA seniors advocacy group on Oct. 7 sent cease and desist letters regarding two campaign ads for Montana candidates, claiming they imply endorsements that don’t exist. Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-07/aarp-issues-cease-and-desist-letters-over-two-ads-for-montana-candidatesWed Oct 07 20:03:22 EDT 20201:13
Montana Supreme Court: Ballots Must Be Received On Election DayThe Montana Supreme Court ruled this week that only ballots received by 8 P.M. on Nov. 3 will be counted in this year’s general election. Kevin Trevellyan https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2020-05-27/montana-supreme-court-ballots-must-be-received-by-election-dayThu Oct 01 19:36:05 EDT 20201:23
Despite Shutdowns, COVID-19 Cases Spike On Blackfeet ReservationWhen the Blackfeet Nation closed its borders in the hopes of keeping COVID-19 out, the tribe suffered economically. But the virus still found its way in...Kylie Mohr https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-02/despite-shutdowns-covid-19-cases-spike-on-blackfeet-reservationMon Nov 02 16:47:28 EST 20205:21
COVID-19 Restrictions Put Tribal Sovereignty To The Test The Blackfeet Nation in the northwest corner of Montana shut its borders in an effort to stave off the coronavirus. Mary Auld reports on central South...Mary Auld https://www.ypradio.org/tribal-affairs/2020-11-02/covid-19-restrictions-put-tribal-sovereignty-to-the-testMon Nov 02 16:54:19 EST 20205:19
Forest Service Blazes Through Backlog Of Pile Burns Forest managers across federal lands in Montana are intentionally setting fire to piles of underbrush, slash, and anything that could fuel a future wildfire. Controlled burns were halted this past spring due to concern that smoke could aggravate COVID-19 cases, but now as cases reach new highs, forest managers are addressing their backlog of burns.Morgan Levey https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-23/forest-service-blazes-through-backlog-of-pile-burnsMon Nov 23 21:10:34 EST 20205:40
Montanans Celebrate, Protest Biden's Apparent Win Montanans across the state turned out in celebration and protest following several media outlets Saturday calling the presidential race for Joe Biden. YPR News https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-11-09/montanans-celebrate-protest-bidens-apparent-winMon Nov 09 20:50:55 EST 20202:52
Shared State Episode 08: To Secure The Blessings Of Liberty Montana’s mask mandate was put into effect for the health of everybody in the state, collectively. But those mask protests are all about the rights of...Nick Mott https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-10-20/shared-state-episode-08-to-secure-the-blessings-of-libertyTue Oct 20 11:43:42 EDT 202028:34:00
Montana Releases Updated COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Phases, TimingMontana on Wednesday released an updated COVID-19 vaccine plan that incorporates new federal guidance on how shots will be distributed to critical groups into next summer.Nicky Ouellet, Aaron Boltonhttps://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2020-12-31/montana-releases-updated-covid-19-vaccine-distribution-phases-timingThu Dec 31 10:50:00 EST 20209:08
Billings Hospital Signals Patient Discharges With “Code Joy” More than 3,000 people in Montana have been hospitalized with severe cases of COVID-19. One hospital in Billings has started celebrating each recovered patient's return home with a new code: Joy. YPR New’s Nicky Ouellet reports on Billings Clinic’s send off for one of their own.<br/>Nicky Ouellet https://www.ypradio.org/health/2020-12-15/billings-hospital-signals-patient-discharges-with-code-joyTue Dec 15 20:33:33 EST 20201:59
Montana Nurses Association Calls For Five Week Pause To Flatten Coronavirus CurveJust stay home. That’s what the Montana Nurses Association is asking Montanans to do for the next few weeks as coronavirus cases continue to surge and strain the state’s health care system. YPR News’ Nicky Ouellet spoke with MNA Chief Executive Officer Vicky Byrd over Zoom about the mitigation efforts they’re asking the public and elected officials to take now to save lives.Nicky Ouellet https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-26/montana-nurses-association-calls-for-five-week-pause-to-flatten-coronavirus-curveThu Nov 26 12:24:13 EST 20205:22
Health Officials Plead With Montanans To Stay Home, Follow COVID-19 GuidelinesGov. Steve Bullock and health officials today asked Montanans to stay home as COVID-19 numbers flare across the state. The plea comes as the disease...Nicky Ouellet, Corin Cates-Carneyhttps://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-11-13/health-officials-plead-with-montanans-to-stay-home-follow-covid-19-guidelinesFri Nov 13 10:55:17 EST 20202:42
Interview: Census Bureau Makes Final Push To Count MontanansAs an uncertain deadline for the census looms, organizers and Get Out the Count workers are rushing to get as many people counted as possible. Nicky Ouellet https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-02/interview-census-bureau-makes-final-push-to-count-montanansFri Oct 02 20:03:11 EDT 20204:54
Coronavirus Strains Montana Hospitals Heading Into Flu SeasonHospital administrators in Montana say the recent rise in COVID-19 infections statewide could strain the health care system in coming weeks as patients become more ill and cold and flu season picks up.  Health experts are making a plea for Montanans to “do their part” after more than 700 people have been hospitalized with the virus since it arrived in the state.Nicky Ouellet https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-02/coronavirus-strains-montana-hospitals-heading-into-flu-seasonFri Oct 02 14:41:26 EDT 20203:06
Gianforte: 'There Shouldn't Be Any Big Surprises' In My COVID GuidelinesWhen Montana Governor elect Greg Gianforte assumes office Jan. 4, he’ll inherit an ongoing response to the worst public health crisis to face the state in a century. The current U.S. Congressman says he’s holding off on releasing specifics about protecting public health while reopening businesses until he’s sworn in. Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-12-18/governor-elect-gianforte-says-hell-lead-by-example-during-pandemicFri Dec 18 13:17:01 EST 20205:53
Gallatin County Judge Says Bozeman Bar Must Follow COVID-19 Health OrdersA Montana judge ordered a Bozeman bar to comply with health directives, including a 10 p.m. closing time, meant to limit the spread of the coronavirus in another case of businesses pushing back against the rules.Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2020-12-15/gallatin-county-takes-bozeman-bar-to-court-for-breaking-covid-19-curfewThu Dec 17 19:00:16 EST 20202:11
Shelters Prepare For High Demand This Winter Community leaders across the state are preparing for more people who might need access to a homeless shelter this year. The state’s moratorium on evictions amid the pandemic expires this month and shelters in Montana have already seen greater demand from years of cost of living increases in the state.Rachel Cramer, Edward O'Brienhttps://www.ypradio.org/health/2020-12-14/shelters-prepare-for-high-demand-this-winterTue Dec 15 01:42:34 EST 20205:00
Forest Service Moves Forward With Two Crazy Mountain Land Swaps, Drops OneThe Custer Gallatin National Forest is moving forward with two out of three proposed land exchanges on the southern side of the Crazy Mountains.Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/environment-science/2020-12-14/forest-service-moves-forward-with-two-crazy-mountain-land-swaps-drops-oneMon Dec 14 22:29:10 EST 20201:34
MSU To End Subsidized Employee Housing To Increase Student OptionsThis fall, Montana State University announced it will end on campus housing for staff and faculty to make more space for students. Some employees say they cannot afford the rising cost of living off campus and that MSU’s decision during a pandemic added to already heightened levels of stress. Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/education/2020-12-09/msu-to-end-subsidized-employee-housing-to-increase-student-optionsWed Dec 09 22:26:49 EST 20205:31
Managers Vote to Cull As Many As 700 Yellowstone Bison This WinterOfficials set a target Wednesday to reduce bison herds living in and around Yellowstone National Park by 500 to 700 animals this winter. The yearly cull is meant to keep the population in check and prevent bison from possibly transmitting a disease to domestic cattle.Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-12-04/managers-vote-to-cull-as-many-as-700-yellowstone-bison-this-winterFri Dec 04 10:50:31 EST 20202:03
 Feral Swine Remain At Bay In Montana Montana remains free of invasive feral swine but the threat still looms. Montana’s Invasive Species Council heard that update on Dec. 2 on the risk of the swine entering the state. Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-12-02/feral-swine-remain-at-bay-in-montanaWed Dec 02 18:21:38 EST 20201:16
Half Dozen Montana Projects Slated For LWCF Dollars After Bumpy StartThe Great American Outdoors Act was hailed as once in a generation legislation by conservation and outdoor recreation groups when it passed into law this August. But three months later, many of those same groups say the U.S. Department of Interior is trying to rewrite the law and undermine a popular federal program.Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-24/half-dozen-montana-projects-slated-for-lwcf-dollars-after-bumpy-startTue Nov 24 14:14:33 EST 20204:44
FWP Finds Record Number Of Mussel-Fouled Boats, No New InfestationsMontana Fish, Wildlife and Parks and partners this year intercepted more than twice as many boats carrying invasive mussels as any other year.Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-18/fwp-finds-record-number-of-mussel-fouled-boats-no-new-infestationsWed Nov 18 21:51:30 EST 20202:11
Montana Trust Land Revenue Dips From Pandemic, Weather Revenue from Montana’s trust lands, which support public K through 12 schools, public buildings and the Montana Veterans Home, is taking a hit from the COVID-19 pandemic. <br/>Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-17/montana-trust-land-revenue-dips-from-pandemic-weatherTue Nov 17 21:26:20 EST 20202:12
Federal Relief Projected To Be One Third U.S. Net Farm Income In 2020Agricultural economists project Montana’s farmers and ranchers will receive more than $535 million in government payments by the end of this year. That’s a 65 percent jump over 2019.<br/>Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-16/federal-relief-projected-to-be-one-third-u-s-net-farm-income-in-2020Mon Nov 16 21:44:33 EST 20202:12
Facing Staffing Shortages, Bozeman Hospital Halves Worker Quarantine TimeAs more hospital staff are exposed to COVID-19, Bozeman Deaconess faces staffing shortages and challenges to provide patient care. The hospital implemented new guidelines this week to bring certain staff out of quarantine early.Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2020-11-13/facing-staffing-shortages-bozeman-hospital-halves-worker-quarantine-timeFri Nov 13 20:17:36 EST 20201:02
Montana's Teacher Of The Year On The Joys, Challenges Of Rural EducationKristi Borge was recently named Montana’s 2021 Teacher of the Year. She teaches K through 8th grade in a one room schoolhouse in Polaris, a small, tight knit community at the feet of the Pioneer Mountains in Beaverhead County.Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-12/montanas-teacher-of-the-year-on-the-joys-challenges-of-rural-educationThu Nov 12 20:38:24 EST 20205:05
Student Veterans Say Space On Campus, Recognition Of Experiences Eases Transition Back To SchoolGoing to college is a big change for all students. But for those who have recently left military service, student veterans say more support on campus can ease the double transition of also adjusting to civilian life. Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-10/student-veterans-say-space-on-campus-recognition-of-experiences-eases-transition-back-to-schoolTue Nov 10 20:04:07 EST 20202:12
Crews Respond To Late Season Wildfires In Montana Crews are responding to a few wildfires across Montana.Rachel Cramer, Kevin Trevellyanhttps://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-05/crews-respond-to-late-season-wildfires-in-montanaThu Nov 05 20:25:37 EST 2020:59
Gianforte Will Be Montana's First Republican Governor In 16 YearsGreg Gianforte will be Montana’s first Republican governor in 16 years. The Associated Press called the race Tuesday night.Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-11-04/gianforte-will-be-montanas-first-republican-governor-in-16-yearsWed Nov 04 18:00:15 EST 2020:56
Voter Voices: Gallatin County Voters Are Thinking About The OutdoorsIn Gallatin County, where 82 percent of absentee ballots had been returned by mid-morning, around 75 people stood in line at the fairgrounds a few hours...Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-11-03/voter-voices-gallatin-county-voters-are-thinking-about-the-outdoorsTue Nov 03 18:23:52 EST 20203:55
How To Halloween In A Pandemic With Halloween this Saturday, local officials and families across Montana are trying to find ways of keeping the holiday fun while minimizing the risk of spreading COVID-19.Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-29/how-to-halloween-in-a-pandemicThu Oct 29 23:47:09 EDT 20203:32
State Health Department Receives 1,300 COVID-19 ComplaintsMontanans have submitted more than 1,300 concerns to the state health department about COVID-19 related issues at businesses since a complaint form went live Oct. 22. Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2020-10-28/state-health-department-receives-1-300-covid-19-complaintsWed Oct 28 20:33:15 EDT 20201:41
 Missoula County Adopts More Stringent COVID-19 RestrictionsMissoula County Tuesday announced a health order that reduces the number of people allowed to gather for events and in some businesses in an effort to slow the spread of COVID-19.<br/>Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-27/missoula-county-adopts-more-stringent-covid-19-restrictionsTue Oct 27 21:13:16 EDT 20202:09
MSU Poll: Fewer Montanans Say They'll Get A COVID-19 Vaccine Compared To SpringResults released Friday from Montana State University’s pre-election poll show Montanans across all party affiliations are feeling more uncertain about the safety of a potential COVID-19 vaccine.Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-25/msu-poll-fewer-montanans-say-theyll-get-a-covid-19-vaccine-compared-to-springSun Oct 25 21:54:25 EDT 20202:01
Gianforte, Cooney Set Priorities For Health Amid Pandemic, Details FewIt's less than two weeks before election day and Montana on Thursday again set a new record for COVID-19 cases reported in a single day with more than 900. Whoever is elected as Montana's next governor will inherit oversight of the state's response to the pandemic. Yellowstone Public Radio's Nicky Ouellet and Rachel Cramer discuss what the candidates are and aren't saying about how they'd handle the public health crisis.Rachel Cramer, Nicky Ouellethttps://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-24/gianforte-cooney-set-priorities-for-health-amid-pandemic-details-fewSat Oct 24 12:20:54 EDT 20205:19
Montana, Yellowstone County Step Up Health Order Enforcement MeasuresMontana and Yellowstone County officials on Oct. 22 announced new measures to enforce public health orders like mask mandates and business capacity restrictions as the state recorded its largest single day new case count of the COVID-19 illness. <br/>Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-23/montana-yellowstone-county-step-up-health-order-enforcement-measuresThu Oct 22 18:28:02 EDT 20201:47
As Hospitals Reach 'Breaking Point' Health Care Workers Ask Montanans For HelpHealth care workers are once again asking Montanans to do their part to slow the spread of COVID-19 as more hospitals become overwhelmed with patients in need of critical care. <br/>Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-21/as-hospitals-reach-breaking-point-health-care-workers-ask-montanans-for-helpWed Oct 21 20:24:30 EDT 20202:04
Amtrak Cuts Daily Service To Empire Builder, Requests More Relief FundsStarting this week, Amtrak reduced daily passenger rail service along Montana’s Hi-Line to three days a week, pointing to drastic drops in ridership and revenue during the COVID-19 pandemic. Passenger rail advocates say this change will further diminish limited transportation options in frontier communities and justify more permanent cuts to service. Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-21/amtrak-cuts-daily-service-to-empire-builder-requests-more-relief-fundsWed Oct 21 20:19:21 EDT 20202:15
COVID-19 Cases Continue To Rise In Montana Schools The number of total COVID-19 cases associated with K-12 schools in Montana has doubled over a two week stretch, according to the most recent state data. Gallatin County has started releasing supplemental weekly reports with new CDC metrics to help schools make decisions.<br/>Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-19/covid-19-cases-continue-to-rise-in-montana-schoolsMon Oct 19 21:09:46 EDT 20202:03



Montana Submits Draft COVID-19 Vaccination Plan To CDC Montana released a draft document Monday that outlines its COVID-19 vaccination plan and priorities as required by the CDC. Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2020-10-19/montana-submits-draft-covid-19-vaccination-plan-to-cdcMon Oct 19 21:01:25 EDT 20202:12
Montana Faces Health Care Worker Shortages, Requests SupportMontana Governor Steve Bullock on a press call Thursday said a request to other states to send health care workers to Montana has gone unanswered for three weeks. Public health and hospital staff continue to be stretched thin as COVID-19 surges on. Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2020-10-15/montana-faces-health-care-worker-shortages-requests-supportThu Oct 15 23:36:21 EDT 20201:43
Survey: Montana’s Tourism Industry Sees Mixed Impacts From PandemicA research group at the University of Montana this week released its latest survey results looking at the coronavirus pandemic’s effects on travel-related businesses in Montana. Industry members, which helped pull in nearly $3.8 billion in visitor spending last year, are feeling both the highs and lows of the pandemic's economic impacts.<br/>Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-14/survey-montanas-tourism-industry-sees-mix-of-impacts-from-pandemicThu Oct 15 00:20:08 EDT 20202:12
Yellowstone County Caps Groups At 25 To Limit Coronavirus SpreadYellowstone County ranks 14 out of the top 20 metro areas in the country for the highest infection rates of coronavirus per 100,000 people, according to COVID Act Now. To slow the spread of COVID-19 and lessen the strain on hospitals, the county health officer will implement new restrictions starting Wednesday.Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-12/yellowstone-county-caps-groups-at-25-to-limit-coronavirus-spreadMon Oct 12 23:43:09 EDT 20201:49
Montana Critical Access Hospitals Prepare For A Surge They're Now Beginning To SeeSince the start of October, Sanders County in western Montana has quadrupled its COVID-19 case count. Rachel Cramer with Yellowstone Public Radio news spoke with a healthcare professional in Sanders County to learn what the rise of cases there and in nearby counties means for the critical access hospital.Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-11/montana-critical-access-hospitals-prepare-for-a-surge-theyre-now-beginning-to-seeSun Oct 11 18:18:19 EDT 20205:19
Montana Releases Data On Hospital Occupancy, Capacity At least half of all hospital beds in 27 Montana counties are full, according to <a  label="new state data" class="rte2-style-brightspot-core-link-LinkRichTextElement" href="https://dphhs.mt.gov/Portals/85/publichealth/documents/CDEpi/DiseasesAtoZ/2019-nCoV/COVID_StatusReport_10072020_2.pdf?ver=2020-10-08-145013-093" style="text-decoration:none;">new state data</a> released Thursday. Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-08/montana-releases-data-on-hospital-occupancy-capacityThu Oct 08 19:59:43 EDT 20202:29
Bullock Uses CARES Act Dollars To Replenish Unemployment FundMontana Gov. Steve Bullock Wednesday announced he will funnel $200 million of federal coronavirus relief funds to the state's Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund.Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-07/bullock-uses-cares-act-dollars-to-replenish-unemployment-fundWed Oct 07 23:52:16 EDT 20201:19
Montana To Release Hospital COVID-19 Numbers After days of record COVID-19 cases, Montana health officials say they’ll start releasing daily hospital capacity numbers. Health care providers say hospitals will be overwhelmed if Montanans can’t flatten the curve.Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-07/montana-to-release-hospital-covid-19-numbersWed Oct 07 19:34:56 EDT 20202:00
Conservation, Outdoors Groups Push For Greater Protection Of 'Cowboy Heaven'As the Custer Gallatin National Forest finalizes a plan that will guide management decisions for the next 15 to 30 years, a coalition of conservation and outdoor user groups is making one last push for that plan to add additional protection to an area called Cowboy Heaven.<br/>Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-06/conservation-outdoors-groups-push-for-greater-protection-of-cowboy-heavenWed Oct 07 01:11:48 EDT 20204:29
Yellowstone County Establishes COVID-19 Thresholds That Would Trigger RestrictionsHealth officials in Montana’s most populated county established coronavirus case count trigger points on Oct. 5 that if surpassed would cap group gatherings and limit the number of people in bars, restaurants, casinos and places of worship. It’s part of an effort to slow the virus’ spread. Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-05/yellowstone-county-establishes-covid-19-thresholds-that-would-trigger-restrictionsMon Oct 05 20:24:43 EDT 20202:11
Gallatin County Says Contact Tracing Won’t Rein In COVID-19 AloneMontana’s health department reported 360 new COVID-19 cases Friday. Gallatin County health officials say it feels like we’re hanging onto the ride right now rather than working together to eliminate the illness.Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/covid-19/2020-10-02/gallatin-county-says-contact-tracing-wont-reign-in-covid-19-aloneFri Oct 02 20:06:22 EDT 20201:58
Yellowstone National Park Reports 16 Employees Tested Positive For COVID-19 In SeptemberYellowstone National Park Thursday said a total of seven park service employees and nine concession workers tested positive for COVID-19 throughout September.Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-02/yellowstone-national-park-reports-16-employees-tested-positive-for-covid-19-in-septemberFri Oct 02 14:45:07 EDT 2020:51
Montana Supreme Court Hears Gold Exploration Case Near YellowstoneThe Montana Supreme Court on Wednesday heard arguments over an exploratory gold mining permit on private land north of Yellowstone National Park. A key argument in the case is an amendment to the state’s bedrock environmental law.<br/>Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-10-01/montana-supreme-court-hears-gold-exploration-case-near-yellowstoneThu Oct 01 22:13:52 EDT 20202:11
Montana Lawmakers Elect 2021 Legislative Leadership Montana lawmakers elected leaders Wednesday to shape legislative priorities during the 2021 session. Individual caucus meetings showed a stark contrast...Shaylee Ragar, Kevin Trevellyanhttps://www.ypradio.org/government/2020-11-20/montana-lawmakers-elect-2021-legislative-leadershipFri Nov 20 11:17:10 EST 20204:26
Culture Over Economy: Blackfeet Nation Feeling The Impacts Of COVID-19 ClosuresGlacier National Park in northwestern Montana is one of the most-visited parks in the country. But this summer, the Blackfeet Nation made the...Victor Yvellez https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-02/culture-over-economy-blackfeet-nation-feeling-the-impacts-of-covid-19-closuresMon Nov 02 16:39:54 EST 20205:19
Montana's Three Electoral College Votes Go To Trump Montana’s three electoral college votes on Dec. 14 went to President Donald Trump, in line with the state popular vote.YPR News https://www.ypradio.org/government-politics/2020-12-14/montanas-three-electoral-college-votes-go-to-trumpMon Dec 14 22:17:49 EST 20201:12
U.S. Attorney Of Montana Resigning A press release did not mention why U.S Attorney for the District of Montana Kurt Alme is stepping down and a request for clarification didn’t receive an answer by deadline.YPR News https://www.ypradio.org/2020-11-23/u-s-attorney-of-montana-resigningMon Nov 23 22:06:38 EST 2020:43
Little Shell Tribe To Open Holistic Health Clinic In 2021 The United States recognized the Little Shell Tribe of Chippewa Indians as a sovereign nation just one year ago this week. Next year, the tribe will work with the federal Indian Health Service to open its own tribal health clinic. Kaitlyn  Nicholas https://www.ypradio.org/2020-12-23/little-shell-tribe-to-open-holistic-health-clinic-in-2021Wed Dec 23 20:46:16 EST 20201:19
Wildfire Managers Review New Analysis Of Bridger Foothills Fire IncidentState officials are evaluating their protocols after three firefighters were burned over while working on the Bridger Foothills Fire near Bozeman this September. The entire crew survived, but only two of them were carrying emergency fire shelters. A detailed analysis of the incident was released Friday, Dec. 4.Rachel Cramer https://www.ypradio.org/2020-12-04/wildfire-managers-review-new-analysis-of-bridger-foothills-fire-incidentFri Dec 04 20:51:27 EST 20202:22
Shared State Episode 10: Where Do We Go From Here? The 2020 election is over in Montana. Who won, what do the results say about Montana, and where are we headed? In this final episode of Shared State ,...https://www.ypradio.org/2020-elections/2020-11-06/shared-state-episode-10-where-do-we-go-from-hereFri Nov 06 10:49:27 EST 202030:02:00


