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During the third quarter of 2001, KGO-TV aired the following regularly scheduled local 

newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total cumulative average of nearly 

100 hours per month:  

   

   Monday - Friday  5:00-7:00AM 

   Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

   Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30/5:30-6:00/4:30-5:00PM 

   Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

   Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

   Saturday   6:00-6:30/4:30-5:00PM 

   Sunday  7:00-8:00AM 

   Sunday  9:00-10:30AM 

   Sunday  6:00-6:30PM 

 



During the third quarter of 2001, KGO-TV also aired the following regularly 

scheduled locally produced programs that addressed the problems and needs of the 

San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

SUNDAY ON 7: Half-hour public affairs program produced by KGO-TV Public Affairs, 

that consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 

community.  This program was hosted by KGO-TV news anchors Dan Ashley and Jessica 

Aguirre, and it aired on Sundays from 10:30-11:00am. 

 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE: Reporter Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs unit 

that provided consumer information and product recalls during 5:00pm newscasts, and 

reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.  The unit was staffed by 

volunteers who answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls from viewers seeking 

help with a variety of consumer problems.  On the average, the unit received over 1000 

letters, over 400 e-mails, and approximately 2000 phone calls per month. 

 



LOCAL SPECIALS 

 

During the third quarter of 2001, KGO-TV aired the following locally produced 

specials that addressed the problems and needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-

Oakland Market area: 

 

FREEDOM FROM HUNGER SUMMER FOOD DRIVE: This biannual food drive 

originated from seven locations around the Bay Area, and in one day collected 47,929 

pounds of food, and $10,137 in cash for local food banks.  An additional 107,164 pounds 

of food were collected at supermarket locations through the end of August.  This event 

aired on Thursday, July 12, 2001, and included local one to three minute cut-ins at 

various times throughout the day from 5:00AM through 5:00PM.  Full coverage was 

provided inside local news programs from 5:00-7:00AM, 11:00AM, 5:00PM and 

6:00PM. 

 

PORTOLA VALLEY EQUESTRIAN CLASSIC: This special provided exclusive 

coverage of the “Portola Valley Equestrian Classic” from Menlo Park, Ca.  This equestrian 

show featured over 300 powerful horses, and world class riders as they competed in hunter / 

jumper events.  This program aired on Sunday, July 15, 2001 from 3:30-4:30pm. 

 

PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE: This program, in a series of specials under the generic 

title of Profiles of Excellence, highlighted the accomplishments of five outstanding 

members of the Bay Area’s Asian American Community.  This program aired on Sunday, 

July 22, 2001 from 5:00-5:30pm, and on Sunday, July 29, 2001 from 10:30-11:00am. 

 

PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE: This program, in a series of specials under the generic 

title of Profiles of Excellence, highlighted the accomplishments of five outstanding 

members of the Bay Area’s Latino Community.  This program aired on Sunday, 

September 23, 2001 from 5:00-5:30pm. 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

   

During the third quarter of 2001, KGO-TV aired a total of 1,679 public service 

announcements that aired throughout the broadcast day in various time periods, and 

involved many different topics.  Some of these PSA sponsors included:  Church of Jesus 

Christ of Latter Day Saints, Recording for the Blind and Dyslexic, Environmental 

Defense Fund, Guide Dogs to the Blind, Paralyzed Veterans of America, National Arbor 

Day Foundation, Governor’s Office of Emergency Services, Peace Corps, Social Security 

Administration, Crime Prevention, Disney Learning Partnership, Community For Fire-

safe Dwellings, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Americorps, National Institute On 

Aging, Battered Women’s Alternatives, Amputee Coalition of America, and locally 

produced Hispanic Heritage Salutes. 

 

* * * * 

 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report,     KGO-

TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed and described 

in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 

 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds to these 

surveys.  Through these efforts we’ve determined that the following issues are important 

to the community:   

    Housing / Homeless Issues 

    Youth Issues 

    Health Issues 

    Minority Issues 

    Jobless / Low Income Issues 

    Special News Reports     
    

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described on the 

following pages. 

 

 

 



PROGRAMS ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS 

AND NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

HOUSING / HOMELESS ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 22, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:41 

Subject:  

This report reviewed the reasons why a property owner was sentenced to 60 days in jail 

for repeatedly ignoring warnings to repair his rental units.  City officials described the 

condition of the East San Jose four-plex as uninhabitable.  The owner started to correct 

some of the code violations that included mold, dry rot, and rickety wooden stair railings 

and deck material.  Neighbors were pleased with the changes and the jail sentence. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 31, 2001 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:  

This report looked at how Santa Clara County was making great progress toward 

addressing the problem of the affordable housing shortage.  Construction had begun on a 

90 unit affordable housing project for seniors.  It was made possible by a housing trust 

that raised over $20 million in two years.  The trust was a partnership of more than 70 

public and private organizations in the county. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 8, 2001 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:   

This report discussed a lawsuit to block an ordinance to limit the yearly number of 

tenancy-in-common or T-I-C’s real estate purchases in San Francisco.  T-I-C’s would 

enable a group of people to pool their money to buy a multi-unit building, and legally 

divide ownership.  The plaintiffs believed that the law was unconstitutional.  They said 

the purpose of the suit was to protect San Francisco’s affordable home ownership 

opportunities.  The supervisor who sponsored the law said it was constitutional, and that 

it was a start in dealing with the city’s housing crisis.   



(Housing / Homeless Issues cont.) 

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 6, 2001 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:46 

Subject:  

This report explained that although lease and rental availability in California was on the 

rise, many people could barely afford a place to live.  About 21% of residents were 

spending at least half of their income on rent and utilities.  The high cost of Bay Area 

housing was threatening to have a harsh ripple effect on many other quality-of-life issues 

such as transportation. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 23, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:57 

Subject:   

This report talked about Berkeley’s just complete new mixed-use apartment building that 

was celebrated by city officials.  The design, a combination of affordable and market rate 

housing, also included commercial and cultural space.  This downtown development had 

to clear many obstacles before construction such as its height and density. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 13, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:35 

Subject:  

This report discussed why some residents of a Daly City housing complex were refusing 

to move during a multi-million dollar operation to clean up toxic soil.  Residents had long 

complained about the soil that was contaminated with chemical compounds linked to 

cancer and other illnesses.  But some residents felt the cleanup was too little and too late. 

At least six people refused to move unless they were offered permanent housing, 

monetary compensation, and lifetime medical care.  



(Housing / Homeless Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 30, 2001 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:51 

Subject:   

This report explained that despite a faltering economy, at least four Bay Area cities still 

ranked among the most expensive in America.  Some cities at the time were still 

experiencing double digit growth.  In Palo Alto, the country’s most expensive place to 

buy a home, prices climbed +24% over the previous year.  An average home there sold 

for $1.2 million dollars.  The cities of San Mateo and San Francisco ranked nationally in 

second and third place respectively.  A family from Palo Alto discussed their reasons for 

living in the nation’s most expensive city to buy a home. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 10, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:36 

Subject:    

This report covered a special meeting on homelessness issues in San Francisco.  A cross-

section of city leaders from law enforcement to small businesses attended to look for 

solutions.  According to the director of the Mayor’s Office on Homelessness, the city 

spent $174 million annually on the homeless, but could not fix the problem without some 

state help.  The hotel industry was particularly upset about the problem.  They believed 

tourists were staying away because the city was filthy, but the mayor defended the city. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 17, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  August 22, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:57, 3:59 

Subject:   

This report reviewed how San Francisco’s homeless policy came under scrutiny from a  

videotape.  The recording by the Coalition on Homelessness, showed city workers 

trashing homeless shopping carts.  They said that the tape highlighted how people living 

on the streets were dehumanized and harassed.  The mayor said that the incident was 

staged, and the coalition claimed it wasn’t, and that it violated city policy.  The 

Department of Public Works said that the tape didn’t show them bringing in dozens of 

carts for the required storage period.  They said that the items they disposed of were a 

public health hazard. 



YOUTH ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 16, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:00 

Subject:   

This report discussed how teens that wanted to get out of gangs faced the visible problem 

of tattoos.  For those teens, the symbols that once defined them in their previous life had 

become a burden for their future.  An 18-year old said he was once proud of the tattoos he 

earned in a gang, but the tragic death of his ten-month old daughter changed his life.  The 

San Mateo County Probation Department offered a program to remove tattoos.  

Participants went in about every six weeks for treatments by a physician trained in laser 

techniques.  Police officers and teens agreed that tattoos that were not removed invited 

scorn from the public, and danger from former enemies. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 15, 2001 (11:00 - 11:30AM) 

Length: 1:31 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a medical study that found tobacco companies were still targeting 

teenagers.  This was in despite of a settlement in 1998 when the industry agreed to stop.  

A vice president of a tobacco company said his company had pulled cigarette ads from 

fifty national magazines.  But the study showed that tobacco companies still advertised in 

magazines with high youth readership.  The establishment of advertising standards for 

tobacco products was suggested, but at this time, tobacco companies were in danger of 

going back to court over advertising targeted at teenagers. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 6, 2001 (4:30 - 5:00PM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject:    

This report showed how a group of Berkeley High School students were about to bicycle 

to Santee, in Southern California to deliver a message of peace.  The riders planned to 

meet with students at Santana High, the scene of a deadly shootout in the previous year.  

The Berkeley students had been in a yearlong mentoring program to address issues of teen 

violence. A booster association representative said the teens knew they wanted to make a 

change, and they were willing to make that change. 

  



(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 1, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:10 

Subject:    

This report profiled a San Francisco youth services program that supplied free weekday 

lunches to over two dozen children.  This was one of many organizations that tried to 

supplement free school lunch programs.  Many of the children who came for lunch were 

among thousands of Bay Area youngsters who faced hunger on a daily basis.  The 

program director said many parents were faced with choosing either to pay the rent or buy 

groceries.  The mother of three children who was fighting a second bout with cancer said 

the program was a good place for her kids. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 4, 2001 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:31 

Subject: 

This report covered the opening of an Alameda school that was believed to be the only 

one of its kind in the nation.  Adults didn’t design the curriculum of this school; students 

that attended the school designed it.  Ten teenagers came up with the original idea to 

create a school where students could study what they wanted to learn, rather than be 

instructed.  U.C. Berkeley approved the curriculum, and the board of education 

unanimously approved the school.  The school began with about forty students, but was 

expected to grow to a maximum of 150. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 14, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:37 

Subject:   

This report discussed the widespread problem of anorexia and bulimia which had been 

diagnosed in girls as young as ten years old.  It was reported that 81% of young girls thought 

they were overweight.  Parents were shown ways to teach their daughters to feel good about 

themselves and their bodies, no matter what their size.  Good communication was 

emphasized as crucial element in the development of a child’s body image.    



(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 6, 2001 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:35 

Subject: 

This report covered a safety training demonstration for Richmond school children.  It 

showed them how they could protect themselves from dangerous dogs that sometimes ran 

loose in their neighborhood.  A fellow student was viciously mauled by three pit bulls while 

riding his new bike.  The boy was still recovering from injuries that he almost died from.  

Students were shown practical protection skills to make sure that fear would not overwhelm 

their judgement. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 16, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:39 

Subject:   

This report reviewed the national problem of teenage suicide.  The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention said suicide was the fourth leading cause of death among ten to 

fifteen year-olds.  The critical point was for parents, teachers and peers to be able to 

recognize the warning signs of suicide.  A local family discussed their thirteen year-old 

son’s suicide.  Viewers were invited to view the station web site for a list of danger signs, 

and tips on how to talk to their kids about suicide and depression. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 1, 2001 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:06 

Subject:   

This report discussed the effects of a major drug bust in the Hunters Point neighborhood the 

day after a sweep by the San Francisco Police and the FBI.  Nine alleged members of a 

violent street gang were arrested in the operation.  Police were hopeful that the raid would 

dismantle gang leadership in the area.  A fundraiser for a shelter and soup kitchen focused 

on young people and education.  The founder of the shelter hoped that the arrests would 

signal a new beginning for the area.  She said that maybe the arrests would send a message 

to some of the other young people, that they just couldn’t come out and do everything they 

wanted to do. 

 

 

 

 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

During the third Quarter of 2001, there were over 600 public service announcements that 

aired in various day-parts that addressed issues related to young people.  Some of the 

sponsors of these PSA’s included:  America’s Promise, Boys Hope-Girls Hope; Boys 

Town National Hotline, Boy Scouts of America, Boys Hope/Girls Hope, California 

Conservation Corps, Center for Juvenile & Criminal Justice, Child Reach, Children Now, 

Children of Shelters, Connect for Kids, DARE, Girls Inc., March of Dimes, National 

Center For Missing & Exploited Children, National Fatherhood Initiative, Partnership for 

a Drug-Free California/America, Society For Adolescent Medicine, and Youth for 

Understanding. 

 



HEALTH ISSUES  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 29, 2001 (7:00 - 8:00AM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:   

This report discussed how a growing number of cancer patients were combining 

traditional western treatments with alternative therapies.  For twenty years, an area clinic 

had offered traditional Chinese medicine to people suffering from life threatening 

illnesses.  A breast cancer patient discussed how she followed her medical treatment with 

herbal therapy.  Strong patient interest in eastern medicine had spawned research at UCSF 

Medical Center with promising results.  28 of the 71 herbs that were tested either stopped 

or slowed cancer growth in the test tube. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 2, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:36 

Subject:   

This report explored how couples could best prepare to have a baby.  Because it is not 

known exactly when conception will happen, it was suggested that the mother-to-be 

should treat her body as if she’s already pregnant.  To insure a child has a healthy start, a 

prospective mother should see a doctor right away, and not smoke or consume alcohol.  

Doctor’s sometimes also suggest a change in eating habits and lifestyle.  One doctor said 

it was important to do blood work to make sure a pregnant woman had immunity to 

German Measles. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 3, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:21 

Subject:   

This report discussed a new study, the first of its kind, as San Mateo County passed out 

marijuana to AIDS patients to determine its medical value.  The federal government 

backed the trial effort that involved sixty patients.  One man said he got relief from the 

pain of damaged nerve endings.  County doctors were trying to determine whether 

marijuana could relieve AIDS-related suffering, and whether it could be smoked at home 

without it falling into the wrong hands.  Patients had too record their use in a journal to 

ensure DEA backing. 

 



(Health Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 24, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:50 

Subject:   

This report reviewed how doctors were trying to determine if common vitamins and 

minerals could help prevent prostate cancer.  More that 31,000 American men died of the 

disease annually, which made it the second leading cause of cancer death.  Preliminary 

evidence indicated that Vitamin E and the mineral selenium could cut the risk by thirty-

to-sixty percent.  The National Cancer Institute was looking for 32,000 healthy men to 

participate in a twelve-year clinical trial across the country. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 19, 2001 (9:00 - 10:30AM) 

Length: 2:18 

Subject:   

This report reviewed how Oakland Raiders quarterback Rich Gannon was trying to raise 

awareness of Celiac Disease.  His daughter’s health began to deteriorate when she was 

just one year old.  Because of her intolerance to gluten, found in wheat rye, barley and 

oats, her body did not absorb any vitamins or minerals.  The Gannon family finally 

learned she had Celiac Disease after months of misdiagnosis.  At the time of this report, 

she was a healthy 4 & ½ year-old, and her father was on a mission to raise awareness to 

fight the disease. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 8, 2001 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:55 

Subject:   

This report reviewed how people were pioneering “online consultations”, or 

communicating with their doctors on the Internet.  More than 3,000 people in Northern 

California and Connecticut were using this secure system at any hour of the day for non-

emergency matters.  The system asked a patient a series of questions and prepared a 

report for the doctor.  The doctor could prescribe medication, tell patients how to take 

care of their problems, or schedule an appointment in a return message.  Doctors said 

using the Internet consultations rather than office visits could be a more efficient way of 

dealing with many common ailments. 

 



(Health Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 29, 2001 (11:00 - 11:30AM) 

Length: 1:48 

Subject:   

This report looked at an American Medical Association survey that found binge drinking 

was a top concern for parents.  Statistics showed that alcohol fueled two-thirds of all 

sexual assaults and date rape on campus.  This serious public health threat triggered 

fighting, vandalism, bad grades, and it interfered with the sleep and studies of non-

drinking students.  The AMA and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation formed a 

national program to reduce high-risk drinking among college students.  Its focus was on 

changing the social environment that fostered campus drinking, and to create partnerships 

between the campus and the community. 

 

 ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 5, 2001 (7:00 - 8:00AM) 

Length: 1:20 

Subject:    

This report discussed a new biofeedback technique to control stress eating and obesity.  

An overweight woman said that stress at work had caused her to gain 100 pounds of 

excess weight.  She sought help from a doctor who was conducting a new study involving 

the use of fingertip temperature biofeedback. The doctor believed that people could avoid 

overeating if they relaxed before they ate.  He said the method could be used by anyone to 

relax, and that it was just one way to help control overeating. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 21, 2001 (11:00 - 11:30AM) 

Length: 1:33 

Subject:   

This report announced that a leading consumer report had called on the government to put 

stronger warnings on cholesterol lowering drugs.  One popular drug was pulled from the 

market two weeks prior after it was linked to deaths from a form of muscle destruction.  

Other drugs had also been associated with at least 52 deaths from the same disorder 

during the same period.  The drug manufacturers of these other drugs did warn patients of 

the risks of side effects in their ads.  Some health officials did not see the need to ad 

bolder warnings.  One doctor said that physicians had adjusted treatment around the drug 

side effects, and had advised their patients to be aware of them.  



(Health Issues cont.) 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

During the third Quarter of 2001, there were over 300 public service announcements that 

aired in various day-parts that addressed issues related to health.  Some of the sponsors of 

these PSA’s included:  ALS Association, American Association of Health Plans, 

American Dental Association, American Heart Association, California Department of 

Health Services, Leukemia Society of America, National Depression Association, Over 

60 health Center, The Wellness Community, National Diabetes Education Program, 

American Lung Association, California Partnership For Long-Term Care, American 

Academy of Dermatology, Medic Alert Foundation, National Alliance of Breast Cancer 

Organizations, San Francisco Health Department, Screen for Life, and the U.S. C.D.C.  

 



MINORITY ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 12, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:52 

Subject:  

This report covered the controversy over the proposed sale of a building that housed the 

San Francisco’s Japanese Community Center for over 70 years.  When the community 

center was founded, a 1913 law prevented Asians from owning property in California.  

Since they couldn’t hold title to the community center, they raised money, obtained 

mortgages, and gave the money to the YWCA.  YWCA minutes from the 1920’s showed 

that the building was put in trust for the Japanese community.  The YWCA questioned 

the intent of the old minutes, saying no such deal was maid.  They removed the property 

from the market with no intention to sell.  Both sides were scheduled for superior court in 

November to present their cases. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 18, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:35 

Subject:   

This report covered a meeting of the University of California Board of regents as they 

approved a new “Dual Admissions Program.”  In the beginning of the year, U.C. began 

guaranteeing eligibility to students who finished in the top 4% of their high school class.  

The dual admissions plan would stretch that guarantee to the top 12.5%, on condition that 

the students below the top 4% would first attend a community college for two years.  The 

program was expected to effectively increase enrollment of African American and Latino 

students, whose numbers dropped after affirmative action programs were stopped. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 16, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:36 

Subject:  

This report reviewed an investigation into potential hate crimes at two San Francisco 

water plants.  Employees twice discovered dangling hangman’s nooses in two weeks.  An 

African American that found the first noose, had already filed a federal lawsuit for alleged 

on the job discrimination and harassment.  The PUC general manager promised 

disciplinary action for any employee who made threats or otherwise harassed a co-

worker.  The SFPD hate crimes unit launched an investigation, but had no leads. 



(Minority Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 14, 2001 (6:00 - 6:30PM) 

Length: 1:26 

Subject:   

This report covered an outdoor forum in Oakland where victims of racial profiling by 

police got a chance to tell their stories.  Community members and the chief of police were 

in attendance.  The ACLU was suing the California Highway Patrol over traffic stops they 

said targeted blacks and Hispanics more often than other groups.  But the people at the 

meeting said the CHP was not alone.  The police chief said he was not sure if racial 

profiling existed in his department, but he said police departments could do better. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 8, 2001 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:37 

Subject:    

This report reviewed allegations of immigrant discrimination by a coalition of 

immigrants’ rights groups.  They said they had documented serious and consistent abuse 

and discrimination against immigrants to the U.S.  The coalition was planning to present 

their report at the United Nations World Conference against racism, xenophobia, and 

related intolerance.  The report said that the immigrants, who were overwhelmingly 

people of color, were more likely to be deported, detained and discriminated against.  The 

advocates hoped that the exposure would lead to some changes in U.S. policy.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 18, 2001 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:    

This report reviewed the opening of an important photography exhibit on the “Tuskeegee 

Experiment.”  The haunting images were of poor African American sharecroppers from 

Tuskeegee, Alabama who were recruited for a medical study.  They were unaware that the 

doctors were not there to treat them, but to study the effects of syphilis on the untreated.  

The experiment lasted forty years until 1972 when a San Francisco public health worker 

revealed the truth.  The photographer wanted exhibit visitors to come away with a feeling 

of empathy and outrage for the people involved.  The San Francisco African American 

Historical and Cultural Society presented the exhibit. 



(Minority Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: July 23, 2001 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

  July 24, 2001 (5:00 - 7:00AM) 

Length: 2:07, 2:07 

Subject:   

This report followed a group of African American girls who attended NASA’s Space 

Camp in Mountain View.  An employee at the NASA Ames Research Center, and her 

volunteer organization, “100 Black Women of Silicon Valley” helped make the week 

possible for the twelve year-olds.  The goal in selecting the group of girls was to give 

them an opportunity that many of them otherwise would not have seen.         

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 5, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  September 6, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:40, 1:30 

Subject:    

This report discussed reaction to Mexican President Vicente Fox’s visit to the U.S.  His 

visit had created expectations among the millions of illegal Mexican immigrants who 

wanted legal status in America.  A man that crossed the boarder ten years before felt 

amnesty was necessary for secure work.  The Bush administration’s call for amnesty 

faced a great deal of opposition from many conservative Republicans.  Many believed 

that Fox had to create an economic base that would allow Mexicans to remain in their 

country.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 7, 2001 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 3:05 

Subject:    

This report discussed that Japanese Americans were virtually the only California Asian 

ethnic group that had not experienced significant growth.  Analysts said there were 

several reasons behind the population drop in the previous decade, but cited low 

immigration, low birth rates, and an increased rate of marriage to people of other 

nationalities.  Some Japanese American activists were concerned about preserving their 

culture and their community’s political clout.  To help preserve the culture, activists were 

rallying around a state bill that was to preserve California’s last remaining Japan Towns. 



JOBLESS / LOW INCOME ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 10, 2001 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

Length: 1:47 

Subject:    

This report discussed how the Bay Area was experiencing a huge escalation in 

unemployment as the local rate exceeded the national average.  An unemployed magazine 

editor talked about his difficulties during his eight-month search for work, and how he 

found a job parking cars for a hotel.  The manager of a San Francisco employment agency 

said the local job market was the worst he had seen in ten years.  Unemployment figures 

in San Francisco more than doubled from July to August 2001, and in Santa Clara County 

the figures rose over 250%. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 30, 2001 (6:00 -6:30PM) 

Length: :21 

Subject:    

This report announced that the governor was expected to sign a bill into law that would 

increase California unemployment benefits.  The most an unemployed individual could 

previously collect was $230 per week, and the bill increased that amount by $100.  

California had the third lowest unemployment benefits in the country before this first 

increase in nine years. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: September 7, 2001 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:29 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a potential strike by grocery workers at two Northern California 

supermarket chains.  Union workers were pleading for a new contract to keep up with the 

high cost of living.  Negotiations were stalled over key areas that included health benefits, 

and an improved and fully funded pension plan.  More than half of the union workers 

were part time, and often not by choice.  One part-time clerk, who had applied several 

times for full time work, discussed how she had to work three jobs just to keep up with 

costs.  Another worker qualified for section 8 housing assistance because she didn’t make 

enough money to support her children.  One of the grocery companies called the union 

wage demand completely unreasonable.  Union leaders were confident that the public 

would support them if a strike happened. 



(Jobless / Low Income Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: August 6, 2001 (5:00 -7:00AM) 

Length: :29 

Subject:    

This report announced that a study of preschool programs in San Francisco, Santa Clara 

and Los Angeles counties found blue-collar families were getting squeezed out from 

getting childcare.  Researchers said families on welfare got the first priority at 

government subsidized centers, and more affluent families could afford quality childcare. 

The governor wanted the legislature to pass a bill to assist children of poor working 

families who had never been on welfare. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: July 21, 2001 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:42 

Subject:    

This report showed how the closure of a popular supermarket website would impact 

needy people in the Bay Area as well.  In the previous two years, the Alameda County 

Food Bank had received 9% of their food from the website.  This was food distributed to 

some 300 agencies that fed the poor.  The food bank particularly relied on fresh produce 

and other hard-to-come-by items donated by the website.  A dining room that fed over 

900 daily meals to the poor said they received 50% of their food from the food bank. 

 

SUNDAY ON SEVEN (Local)   

Date/Time: August 26, 2001 (10:30 -11:00AM) 

Length: 30:00 

Subject:    

This entire half-hour program addressed the issue of how to survive a job layoff.  The Bay 

Area had experienced thousands of layoffs in the dot-com and technology industries. A 

career coach discussed the best strategies for finding another job, and a representative of a 

consumer service company reviewed steps to take after a layoff.  The director of a non-

profit consumer group also provided tips on how to be best protected after a layoff. 

 

 

 

   



(Jobless / Low Income Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: September 3, 2001 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:31 

Subject:    

This report profiled a worker who was laid-off after 17 years in Silicon Valley.   She was 

in her fifth month of unemployment and had not heard back from any of the 500 

companies that she sent resumes.  To pay the rent, she took a part-time job at a bookstore 

for eight dollars an hour, an 80% drop in her income.  Large tech employers had already 

cut 15,000 jobs, and one economist predicted 50,000 cuts.  A two-income home, with just 

one laid off worker, would impact other family members by limiting money for food, 

housing, or tuition. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: August 23, 2001 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:    

This report originated from San Jose where a group of volunteers were helping fellow 

laid-off workers not to find work, but to relieve stress from not finding a job.  They called 

it “Recession Camp” and this gathering was at the Great America amusement park.  It 

was an opportunity for displaced workers to bond, plan hikes, trips to the beach, or to 

museums and theme park visits.  The jobless attendees said it was comforting to meet 

others in the same situation.  One man had been out of work for eight months, and for 

others it had been two or three months.   



SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

 

ABC 7 News provided several, in-depth news reports that examined a variety of issues 

important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  The following are examples of 

these in-depth reports:  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: August 16, 2001 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 4:55  

Subject:   

This follow-up report discussed an incident directly related to a previous ABC 7 News 

special report. It was about a school district under investigation for fiscal 

mismanagement.  Ten days after the first report aired, the ABC 7 news reporter who 

anchored it received anonymous e-mails.  The e-mails began with obscenities and insults, 

and grew stranger each day.  After thirty-five e-mails over three weeks, the perpetrator 

signed the reporter up for pornographic sites.  A computer forensics specialist for the 

SFPD said he could consider the behavior to be stalking.  He was able to identify the 

sender through e-mail Internet protocols.  The sender, the right hand man to the school 

district superintendent under investigation, declined to be interviewed on camera.  The 

superintendent was outraged, promised a thorough investigation, and said the matter 

would be dealt with in a serious manner. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: August 10, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:47  

Subject:  

This special report reviewed the “Abrazos and Books” scholarship program formed by 

ABC/7 reporter Rigo Chacon in 1990.  Abrazos means hugs in Spanish, and translated, 

this international program helped provide “education with love and support.”  In eleven 

years, 170 outstanding Santa Clara County students had received scholarships, and all had 

to overcome incredible challenges.  Current and prior scholarship recipients shared their 

stories. 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: August 5, 2001 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:39  

Subject:  

This special report covered the graduation of 21 high school students from a special 

summer camp at Stanford University.  The “Quest Program” targeted bright, talented 

young people who struggled to overcome obstacles from poverty to abuse, and those who 

had succeeded.  The program helped high school students through the transition to 

college, and beyond.  This report took a close look at the program and the people that 

were behind it. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: August 26, 2001 (9:00 – 10:30AM) 

Length: 4:10 

Subject:  

This special report reviewed a camping program for Northern California children with 

life threatening illnesses.  Part of a program called Sunburst Projects, this was the first 

time Camp Arroyo had its own campsite.  The East Bay Park District worked with the 

program to create the new permanent campsite location near Del Valle Reservoir in 

Livermore.  Founders of the program, and the first campers, children living with HIV and 

AIDS, discussed the camp and their challenges.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 19, 2001 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:56 

Subject:   

This special report recapped the FBI’s continuing investigation into the terrorist attacks 

on New York City and The Pentagon.  It explained that the largest investigation in FBI 

history was continuing to seek out anyone who knew anything about the attacks.  The 

search for clues had become global, and revealed that the terrorists had a vast network of 

cohorts who knew about the plot.  It was also discussed that investigators found evidence 

of terrorists targeting commercial towers in San Francisco, Chicago and New York. 

 

 

 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: August 2, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:11 

Subject:  

This special report looked into the problem of Internet computer hacking and how it 

could affect consumers.  The CEO of an Internet security firm said people could be 

placing their confidential information at risk just by keeping it on a home computer.  A 

woman, who purchased items from a hacked website, discussed how her name, address 

and credit card number were stolen.  A high-profile hacker who had been caught by the 

FBI said that not all hackers had bad intentions.  He said some were purist hackers who 

were pranksters driven by the intellectual challenge. The head of the FBI computer 

intrusion squad said progress had been made toward prosecuting domestic hackers, but 

their was no way to extradite and punish foreign hackers. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: September 14, 2001 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:21 

Subject:  

This special report recapped the national prayer service for victims of the September 11
th

 

terrorist attacks in New York, and The Pentagon, and the crash of flight 93 in 

Pennsylvania.  Four past presidents were attendance along with religious representatives 

of the Islamic, Catholic, Jewish and Protestant faiths.  On this national day of unity, 

President Bush set about the task of healing and pulling the nation together. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: September 7, 2001 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 3:05 

Subject:    

This report discussed that Japanese Americans were virtually the only California Asian 

ethnic group that had not experienced significant growth.  Analysts said there were 

several reasons behind the population drop in the previous decade, but cited low 

immigration, low birth rates, and an increased rate of marriage to people of other 

nationalities.  Some Japanese American activists were concerned about preserving their 

culture and their community’s political clout.  To help preserve the culture, activists were 

rallying around a state bill that was to preserve California’s last remaining Japan Towns. 


