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During the fourth quarter of 2001, KGO-TV aired the following regularly 
scheduled local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total 
cumulative average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

   Monday - Friday  5:00-7:00AM 

   Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

   Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30 / 5:30-6:00PM 

   Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

   Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

   Saturday   6:00-6:30 / 6:30-7:00 / 5:30-6:00PM 

   Sunday  7:00-8:00AM 

   Sunday  9:00-10:30AM 

   Sunday  6:00-6:30 / 6:00-7:00PM 

 



During the fourth quarter of 2001, KGO-TV also aired the following 
regularly scheduled locally produced programs that addressed the 
problems and needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

SUNDAY ON 7: Half-hour public affairs program produced by KGO-TV Public 
Affairs, that consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related 
to the local community.  This program was hosted by KGO-TV news anchors 
Dan Ashley and Jessica Aguirre, and it aired on Sundays from 10:30-11:00am. 

 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE: Reporter Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs 
unit that provided consumer information and product recalls during 5:00pm 
newscasts, and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.  
The unit was staffed by volunteers who answered letters, e-mail and hotline 
telephone calls from viewers seeking help with variety of consumer problems.  
On the average, the unit received over 1000 letters, over 400 e-mails, and 
approximately 2000 phone calls per month. 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 
 

During the fourth quarter of 2001, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the             
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

  
BEHIND THE HEADLINES WITH PETER JENNINGS: This ABC 7 Prime Time 
Special provided viewers with a rare opportunity to get the inside view from ABC-
TV’s Peter Jennings, anchor and senior editor for “World News Tonight.  A panel 
of local journalists discussed timely issues with Mr. Jennings in front of a live studio 
audience.  This program aired on Saturday, November 24, 2001 from 10:00-
11:00PM. 
 
THE OAKLAND TRIBUNE HOLIDAY PARADE: KGO-TV provided exclusive 
coverage of this all family event in downtown Oakland.  This magical holiday 
parade was billed as a celebration for children throughout the Bay Area.  It 
featured a diverse group of marching bands, a fantasy costume parade, floats, 
balloons, and dancers. This program aired on Saturday, December 15, 2001 from 
1:00-2:00pm, and Sunday, December 23, 2001 from 12:00-1:00PM. 
 
SHARE YOUR HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE: This biannual food drive originated 
from six locations around the Bay Area, and in one day collected 523,919 
pounds of food, and $399,408 in cash for local food banks.  This event aired on 
Monday, December 17, 2001, and included a one-hour program from 9:00-
10AM, and local one to two minute cut-ins at various times throughout the day 
from 5:00AM to 5:00PM.  Additional coverage was provided inside local news 
programs from 5:00-7:00AM, 11:00AM, and 5:00PM. 

  



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

   

During the fourth quarter of 2001, KGO-TV aired a total of 1,473 public service 
announcements that aired throughout the broadcast day in various time periods, 
and involved many different topics.  Some of these PSA sponsors included:   
U.S. Air Force, Committee For Firesafe Dwellings, American Red Cross, Crime 
Prevention, Ducks Unlimited, Guide Dogs to the Blind, Film Arts Foundation,  
San Francisco Police, United Way, Words Can Heal, Way to Happiness 
Foundation, National Arbor Day Foundation, Recording for the blind & Dyslexic, 
U.S. Navy, National Institute On Aging, National Association of Broadcasters, 
Consumer Information Center, Ad Council, and the American Veterinary 
Medicine Association. 

 

* * * * 

 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

 

* * * * 

 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  Through these efforts we’ve determined that the following 
issues are important to the community: 

  

    Youth Issues 

    Jobless / Low Income / Poverty Issues 

    Education Issues 

    Minority Issues 

    Health Issues 

    Special News Reports     
    

Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 

 

 



PROGRAMS ADDRESSING THE PROBLEMS 

AND NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

YOUTH ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 9, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:04 

Subject:  

This report profiled a high school student athlete who beat leukemia when he 
was thirteen.  At that time, San Francisco Giant Barry Bonds started a crusade to 
help the youngster.  When asked if he had become a role model for other young 
people he replied, “I just do what my grandfather taught me.” 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 1, 2001 (11:00 -11:30AM) 

Length: :26 

Subject:  

This report showed an eleven-year old Bay Area boy who wanted to help the 
victims of September 11

th
 by climbing to the top of Yosemite’s El Capitan.  This 

was the young man’s second time scaling the 3,000 foot high granite face.  The 
first time he did it in two days, but he wanted to complete this second effort in 
twelve straight hours.  He was climbing El Capitan to raise money for children 
who lost parents in the terrorist attacks. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 7, 2001 (5:00 -5:30PM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject:   

This report covered an anthrax threat at a Marin County high school that closed 
the campus for the day.  Authorities, including the FBI, responded to a letter left 
in a staff mailbox that mentioned anthrax, and contained white powder.  Lab 
tests confirmed the substance was just a hoax, a possible student prank.  
Authorities hoped that the incident had encouraged parents everywhere to talk to 
their children about the seriousness of such stunts. 

 



(Youth Issues cont.) 

   

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 5, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:42 

Subject:   

This report covered the graduation of a group of teens from a unique after school 
drug treatment program in Contra Costa County.  This court-supervised drug 
treatment, the first of its kind in the east bay, was a yearlong program that 
included weekly trips to “drug court”, regular testing, and intense counseling.  Of 
the 62 teens that originally enrolled in the drug court, about half were still in the 
program.  A program administrator and one of the graduates shared their 
experiences.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 7, 2001 (7:00 - 8:00AM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:   

This report covered a discussion about AIDS between a young man living with 
the disease and high school students.  He devoted himself to educating others 
about the disease that he believed he had contracted when he was a teenager.  
At this time, health officials were worried that teenagers might be severely 
underestimating the disease, both their chances of getting it, and its potentially 
fatal consequences.  The centers for disease control said half of all new HIV 
infections struck people under the age of 25.  It was stressed that the key to 
prevention was education at school and at home. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 2, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:36 

Subject:  

This report discussed a major study that found graduated driver licensing for 
teenagers was saving lives.  Deaths and injuries among teens had been 
dropping around the country, and the CHP said the program was having similar 
success in California.  More than 30 states adopted the program where teens 
faced driving restrictions before getting a full license.  In California, teenagers 
who wanted a license had to spend fifty hours behind the wheel under adult 
supervision, and could not drive with other teens in the car.



(Youth Issues cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 19, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:  

This report covered the reaction to a woman killed by a hit and run driver in 
Martinez.  The suspect, too young to drive, was a thirteen-year old girl who 
allegedly drove the car that ran the stop sign.  Friends and co-workers of the victim 
discussed their sadness, and how they had lost someone truly great.  They said 
everyone felt really bad for the young suspect.  The victim had been a long time 
contributor to the community by working in a local day center for disadvantaged 
children, and had helped start a little league.  They said she was a compassionate 
person who would not have even wanted the accused girl to be punished. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 30, 2001 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

  October 31, 2001 (5:00 - 7:00AM) 

Length: 1:38, 1:38 

Subject:  

This report covered a townhall meeting for youth to discuss their fears after the 
September 11

th
 terrorist attacks.  California State Senator Tom Torlakson 

sponsored the event that drew 400 kids from all over the East Bay.  They 
discussed their fears of future attacks, but they also talked about some of the 
bigotry that surfaced in the weeks following the attacks.  A youth with parents from 
Afghanistan discussed how people confused Usama Bin Laden with mainstream 
Muslims.  The forum also featured a panel of experts that answered questions.    
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 4 2001 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 2:15 

Subject:  

This report reviewed a consumer problem of restaurant menu pricing for children.  
A mother and her 12 year-old daughter ate at a restaurant that offered special 
pricing for children under twelve years old.  They were surprised to find out that the 
girl would have to pay full price because she was over five feet tall.  The waiter 
called their attention to the height chart on the wall that they used to count the girl 
as an adult.  The restaurant said their policy was not intended to discriminate 
against any child.  The height policy was legal since restaurants were not required 
to offer children’s pricing, and could set prices anyway they wanted. 



(Youth Issues cont.) 
 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
During the fourth quarter of 2001, there were over 280 public service 
announcements that aired in various day-parts that addressed issues related to 
young people.  Some of the sponsors of these PSA’s included: America’s 
Promise, Boys Hope-Girls Hope; Boys Town National Hotline, Boy Scouts of 
America, California Conservation Corps, Center for Juvenile & Criminal Justice, 
Child Reach, Children Now, Children of Shelters, Connect for Kids, DARE, Girl 
Scouts, Independent Adoption Center, Job Corps, Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, 
Make-A-Wish Foundation, March of Dimes, National Center For Missing & 
Exploited Children, National Fatherhood Initiative, Partnership for a Drug-Free 
California/America, Society For Adolescent Medicine, and Youth for 
Understanding. 

 



JOBLESS / LOW INCOME / POVERTY ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 28, 2001 (11:00 - 11:30AM) 

Length: 1:02 

Subject:    

This report discussed a study by an advocate group that found California ranked 
second behind Washington, D.C. in poverty ratings.  Seven percent of people in 
the Bay Area lived below the federal poverty index.  There was a huge gap 
between children from wealthy families and those who were poor.  Half of the 
state’s school age children were living in low-income families, and one in five 
were without health insurance.  The advocate group was lobbying for more 
attention on public schools, subsidized childcare, low cost healthcare, and 
experienced teachers for low performing schools. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 22, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:     

This report originated from San Francisco’s Glide Memorial Church where 
preparations were underway to feed thousands of hungry people.  But a sour 
economy meant that there were more people to feed and less to go around.  
Although there were plenty of volunteers on hand, donations were down 30%.  
The church was counting on the generosity of the people of San Francisco for 
Christmas to be just as successful as Thanksgiving.    

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: November 15, 2001 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject:    

This report discussed that the City of San Francisco was expecting its latest 
homeless count to be up over the previous year.  San Francisco Police were 
exploring an aggressive program in Reno, Nevada to reduce homeless-ness.  
This involved police offering homeless people a one-way bus ticket back to 
wherever they came from.  But it was not that simple in San Francisco since the 
homeless population numbered in the thousands, and not all were from some- 
where else.  San Francisco had a bus program, but it wasn’t administered by law 
enforcement.  A local homeless advocate didn’t approve of the Reno program.



(Jobless / Low Income / Poverty Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: November 2, 2001 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 1:51 

Subject:    

This report looked at how the September 11
th

 terrorist attacks had impacted the 
Bay Area labor market.  State unemployment numbers matched the nationwide 
rate of 5.4%.  In San Francisco the unemployment rate was 4.1%, in Oakland it 
was 4.5%, and in San Jose it was 5.9% where massive numbers of high tech 
workers had lost their jobs.  An unemployed high tech worker and a software 
developer discussed how they were coping with their situations.  This report also 
discussed the ripple effect on the retail, hotel, construction, and airline industries 
as people reduced their spending. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: October 5, 2001 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

Length: 1:47 

Subject:    

This report referred to information that proved how fragile the economy was 
before the September 11

th
 terrorist attacks.  More than 100,000 hotel workers in 

the country were laid off following September 11
th

.  A woman who lost her job 
seven months prior said companies that had planned on hiring got nervous after 
September 11

th
.  She said the terrorist attacks destroyed her job prospects.  An 

unemployed telcom worker, and her husband, who took a 50% pay cut after his 
company downsized, had to put their dream house up for sale. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: November 20, 2001 (11:00 -11:30AM) 

  November 20, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:51, 1:45 

Subject:    

This report followed a volunteer for the Homeless Church to the San Francisco 
Food Bank as she picked-up food for their kitchen.  She said that the church 
received donations, but they relied on the food bank for whatever private donors 
didn’t deliver.  But at this time the food bank was running low on turkeys, and the 
church was expecting a slowdown in donations.  This report pointed out that food 
kitchens had nowhere else to turn when food banks were out of stock. 



(Jobless / Low Income / Poverty Issues cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: November 19, 2001 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:51 

Subject:    

This report reviewed a local employment agency’s survey of thousands of 
employers to see if they planned to add workers in the first quarter of 2002.  Only 
16% said they planned to add to their workforce.  This was down –11% 
compared to the same time in the previous year.  The survey found that 16% of 
employers were planning to cut jobs, compared to 10% in the previous year.  
However, education and public administration sectors were seeing growth.  A 
woman who ran a San Francisco employment service said the last half of 2001 
was the worst period in her 19 years in business.  An unemployed man who 
expected to loose his apartment shared his experiences. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)   

Date/Time: October 26, 2001 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

  October 28, 2001 (9:00 – 10:30AM) 

Length: 1:26, 1:27 

Subject:    

This report profiled the Alameda County Food Bank at a time when they were 
asking for cash to buy holiday food baskets, turkeys and hams.  The closure of 
Webvan, the supermarket dot-com, created a windfall of stock for the foodbank, 
but those items had all been exhausted.  Some said that it wasn’t just people in 
poverty who came for food, but that homeowners were also on hard times.  
When people ran short on money they relied on food kitchens, but the food 
kitchens were in trouble because donations from businesses and individuals had 
declined.  



EDUCATION ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 3, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:33 

Subject:  

This report reviewed the results of California’s first-ever high school exit exam. 
Just 34% of the 9th graders who took the exam passed both the math and 
English portions the first time.  1,900 freshman in San Mateo tested much higher 
than the state average by getting 20 percentage points higher in both subjects.  
Statewide among African American and Hispanic students, only about 50% 
passed the English portion, and 25% passed the math section.  The test was to 
become a prerequisite in 2004 for high school graduation.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 20, 2001 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:38 

Subject:    

This report looked into state public school science test scores of 4
th

 and 8
th

 
graders that were considered the lowest nationally.  Teachers claimed that only a 
few students statewide had been tested.  At a San Francisco “science magnet 
school”, a teacher said her students performed well, but that they weren’t 
included in the statewide test.  The school’s principal said this had skewed the 
state results, and that too much emphasis was placed on test scores.  The state 
superintendent said math and science teachers were in short supply since they 
could make twice the money in the private sector.  She said many students had 
a disadvantage taking tests because 26% of students had limited English skills.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 16, 2001 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:26 

Subject:  

This report explained that hundreds of Contra Costa elementary school students 
were being moved from their campus into portable rooms during a mold cleanup. 
It wasn’t clear why the mold was such a problem, but it was easily found above 
ceiling tiles, and students & teachers were getting sick.  The principal said that 
some teachers had sinus, headache, and breathing problems, plus very little 
voice left. 



(Education Issues cont.)  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 12, 2001 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:33 

Subject:   

This report covered the special national memorial “pledge of allegiance” at an 
elementary school, the day after the president’s plea to help starving Afghan 
children.  Students at the Redwood City school joined children from around the 
country to salute the flag at the same time.  One student said it showed great 
respect for all the people who lost their lives.  Teachers at the school said there 
was no doubt that their students were going to donate to the U.S. fund for 
Afghan children. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 13, 2001 (5:00 -5:30PM) 

Length: 1:33 

Subject:    

This report reviewed issues surrounding the thousands of student SAT tests that 
were locked in quarantine as a result of the anthrax mail scare.  High school 
seniors that took the SAT in the fall usually applied early to college.  But about 
one-half of the seniors at a San Francisco school found that their SAT answer 
sheets never made it out of the mailroom.  About 8,000 students nationwide 
were affected, and all would have to re-take the exam.  Most students prepared 
especially for the SAT with tutors and practice tests to do their very best.   

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 30, 2001 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

  November 4, 2001 (9:00-10:30AM) 

Length: 2:58, 2:40 

Subject:    

This report discussed that state officials were searching for thousands of 
students who were qualified for millions of dollars in college scholarships.  The 
money was part of the revamped Cal Grant program that guaranteed college 
money for low, and middle income students with a minimum “C” average.  State 
officials projected that 100,000 students would qualify for grants in the first year. 
But they were surprised that only 78,000 grants were actually awarded, and the 
program had 35 million dollars left over. 



(Education Issues cont.)  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 25, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  October 26, 2001 (5:00 – 7:00AM) 

Length: 2:15, 2:15 

Subject:   

This report profiled a Tiburon elementary school as it received one of only a 
dozen national blue ribbon awards for technology.  Originally, the school 
received money for twenty-five computers and peripherals from a community-
based foundation.  Administrators then designed classes to combine new 
technical studies with the regular curriculum.  As a result, students learned about 
computers at an early age.       

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 2, 2001 (5:00 - 7:00AM) 

Length: 1:43 

Subject:    

This report looked at a new hands-on approach to learning about science that 
the Oakland School District helped develop.  Instead of students looking at the 
material in a book, they got to actually look at the subject in person.  At an 
Oakland elementary school, 5

th
 grade students learned the rudiments of 

electricity by hooking up a mini-electrical circuit.  The school district had worked 
with outside science institutions to improve the way science was taught. 

 

 



MINORITY ISSUES 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 20, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:55 

Subject:  

This report covered the purchase of property in East San Jose by the National 
Hispanic University for a new state of the art campus.  This was a milestone for 
the school that had started twenty years prior in a small Oakland office.  NHU 
was the only Hispanic university west of the Mississippi, and offered courses in 
business, computer science, liberal arts and teaching credentials. Nearly five 
million dollars in private donations helped NHU meet the challenge of buying 
property during a tough economy.  A student discussed her plans to earn a 
master's degree. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 14, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:34 

Subject:   

This report discussed the wartime restructuring of the US Immigration and 
Naturalization service that was to be more focused on the threat of terrorism.  
The announcement followed a Justice Department plan described as voluntary 
interviews of 5,000 men that came to the US during the year.  The men were all 
from countries where Usama Bin Laden was known to have operatives.  The 
executive director of The Council on American-Islamic Relations said that the 
interviews were racial profiling.  He was particularly worried about young men 
who came to the country on student visas. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 18, 2001 (7:00 - 8:00AM) 

Length: 1:55 

Subject:  

This report reviewed how U.C. regents were expected to institute a new policy 
called “comprehensive review” that would consider personal factors besides 
grades and SAT scores for admissions.  Factors like after school clubs, special 
talents, and overcoming poverty were to be part of the application package, but 
race would not be a factor.  Critics called the change “Backdoor” affirmative 
action, but most private universities already used this broader selection process.  



(Minority Issues cont.)  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 26, 2001 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

  October 28, 2001 (9:00 - 10:30AM) 

Length: 1:42, 1:43 

Subject:   

This report showed how young people in the Santa Clara Islamic community 
found it important to bridge a gap of misunderstanding after 9-11-01.  Children at 
an Islamic school said it was important for their generation to speak up so they 
were planning to have a mosque open house for non-Muslims.  They 
condemned the terrorist acts saying that they didn’t represent Islam.  A student 
discussed that since many Muslims were also hurt in the trade center attacks, 
the hurt from misconceptions about Muslims was like getting hurt twice.  An 
announcement for the mosque open house followed the report. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 28, 2001 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:45 

Subject:    

This follow-up report covered the open house at the MCA Islamic Center.  
Organizers opened doors to the public to provide a forum for people to learn 
about Islam.  They explained that Islam is a religion of peace, and extremists like 
Usama Bin Laden twisted and perverted its principles to condone violence. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 3, 2001 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

Length: 3:12 

Subject:    

This report talked about the lack of African Americans and Hispanics in U.C. 
Berkeley’s computer science classes.  Students and professors were concerned 
even though U.C. was known for its diversity and tolerance.  Some traced the 
lopsided enrollment to a sharp decline following the 1995 regents’ ban on 
affirmative action.  But even before the ban, the computer science major never 
had more than a few African Americans and Hispanics.  Some professors said 
low-income minority students didn’t have access to good teachers, computers, or 
new software in school.  In a highly controversial view, others said the lack of 
minorities was a result of cultural values.  U.C. was addressing the obstacles. 



(Minority Issues cont.) 

 

SUNDAY ON SEVEN (Local) 

Date/Time: November 4, 2001 (10:30 -11:00AM) 

Length: 30:00 

Subject:    

This entire program addressed issues regarding the backlash on Bay Area 
Muslims, Sikhs, and people of color following the September 11

th
 attacks.  State 

Senator Liz Figueroa talked about how she organized a meeting that brought 
together the media and these people in her constituency.  A Muslim woman 
discussed how she quit a masters program at SFSU to start her own hate crime 
hotline for victims of the terrorist attack backlash.  A member of the Sikh 
Communications Council discussed how they try to educate people about Sikhs 
and serve as a resource for the media.  A member of a foundation of Afghan 
expatriates discussed reconstruction and a plan for a new government in 
Afghanistan. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 16, 2001 (6:00 -7:00PM) 

  November 16, 2001 (11:00 -11:35PM) 

Length: 2:48, 2:35 

Subject:    

This report profiled the Wintun Tribe of Colusa County one-year after the 
passage of Proposition 1A that expanded Indian gambling in California.  The 
tribal chair explained that before their casino, they did not have much of a future 
other than welfare and unemployment.  He said that the casino had become the 
largest employer in the county, and that gaming had given the tribe an 
opportunity to put their children into school.  One hundred percent of the casino’s 
profits went back to the tribe to achieve the goal of self-sufficiency.  With the 
profits they bought three thousand acres of farmland, and built a medical clinic 
for tribal members and the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HEALTH ISSUES  
  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 25, 2001 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

Length: 1:44 

Subject:   

This report covered the 39
th

 Annual Meeting of the Infectious Diseases Society 
of America.  Doctors, scientists, and health professionals came to San Francisco 
to exchange information about their research, and how to meet the challenges 
that faced them.  Anthrax and bio-terrorism were on top of the agenda.  The 
scientific and medical communities joined forces to educate physicians, nurse- 
practitioners, and other healthcare workers how to spot the manifestations of 
biological agents. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 5, 2001 (5:00 - 5:00PM) 

Length: 1:30 

Subject:   

This report discussed the impact of postponed flu inoculations by California’s 
largest healthcare provider.  There were manufacturing and distribution problems 
that caused the late vaccine shipments.  Although more supplies were expected, 
the vaccines would last only if those at high risk received them first.  A number of 
people who were considered at high risk discussed their reasons for taking the 
flu vaccine.      

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 18, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:37 

Subject:   

This report reviewed how to make a computer work environment safe and free 
from disorders and injuries such as carpal tunnel syndrome.  An ergonomic 
expert discussed the benefits of an ergonomically sound work place.  He said 
that computer monitors should be at or below eye level, with relaxed shoulders, 
elbows at the sides, and wrists and forearms at straight lines to the keyboard or 
mouse.  Good workspace investments included a supportive chair, wrist wrests, 
computer glare filters, and document holders. 

 

 



(Health Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 7, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:40 

Subject:   

On the tenth anniversary of Magic Johnson’s announcement that he had HIV, 
this report discussed how HIV patients were living healthy lives with new drug 
therapies.  However, there was some concern that since Magic appeared so 
healthy, the public might get the mistaken impression that drugs were a cure.  A 
man who was diagnosed with HIV 16 years earlier talked about living with the 
disease, and his drug therapy.  According to a local doctor, the face of AIDS had 
changed since he began treating people in 1981.  He said 50% of his HIV 
patients were heterosexual women, and stressed the importance of early testing.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 23, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:49 

Subject:   

This report reviewed “Art For Recovery”, UCSF’s pen pal project that matched 
teenagers with adults coping with life threatening illnesses.  The program allowed 
adults with cancer or AIDS to be role models, and the teens to be teachers.  The 
project director believed the teens learned about the value of love, connection, 
understanding, and taught that everyone was not like them.  One patient said 
she liked the idea of passing enthusiasm on to kids. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 17, 2001 (5:00 - 5:30PM) 

  October 24, 2001 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 1:47, 2:04 

Subject:   

These reports covered accidents at an oil refinery in Martinez that involved 
dangerous smoke releases.  The Community Alert Network signaled the 
emergency alarm that forced residents to shelter in their homes.  The incidents 
had been unnerving for some residents.  An emergency room doctor discussed 
the material that was released and the symptoms that it could cause.  In the 
second report, refinery representatives met with angry neighbors, apologized for 
the releases, and promised to make changes in the way they operated.  



(Health Issues cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: October 31, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 1:56 

Subject:   

This report looked at a new procedure that scientists were hopeful might 
completely reverse diabetes for people with type number one.  It involved 
transplanting insulin producing islet cells into the patient’s pancreas from a donor 
pancreas.  The difficulty had been getting them to produce insulin once they were 
transplanted.  A diabetic woman discussed her daily regimen of monitoring her 
blood sugar through testing, and how everything she did affected the levels.  Most 
of the fifteen patients treated with the promising procedure were off insulin. 
 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 1, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:11 

Subject:   

This report reviewed a discovery in cancer treatment called “timed sequential 
therapy.”  This involved treating a patient with traditional chemotherapy, then 
doctors took advantage of the cancer cell’s life cycle with drugs that worked best at 
particular times.  A patient discussed how this therapy worked for her leukemia.  
This discovery marked the first time that drug treatments had been timed to the life 
cycle of a leukemia cell.  Scientists said more research was needed, and that it 
was too early to call the treatment a cure. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 2, 2001 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

  November 4, 2001 (9:00 - 10:30AM) 

Length: 2:20, 2:20 

Subject:   

This report looked into new herbal soft drink beverages that claimed to “boost your 
energy”, “relieve stress”, and “uplift your mind.”  Under federal law, drinks that 
included dietary supplements didn’t have to prove their safety, or effectiveness.  
The burden was on the government to prove they were not.  Many nutritionists said 
there was probably not enough of any herb inside the drinks to affect one’s health 
for better or worse.  An orthopedic surgeon warned about possible drug interaction 
of herbs with prescription drugs.  Activists wanted the FDA to screen herbal 
additives the same way “fitness water” had been.   



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
During the fourth quarter of 2001, there were over 350 public service 
announcements that aired in various day-parts that addressed issues related to 
health.  Some of the sponsors of these PSA’s included:  The ALS Association, 
American Academy of Dermatology, American Foundation for AIDS Research, 
American Foundation for Urological Diseases, American Heart Association, 
American Lung Association, Arthur Ashe Institute of Urban Health, California 
Department of Health Services, California Partnership For Long-Term Care, 
Center for Substance Abuse Treatment, Contact Lens Council, Leukemia 
Society of America, National Depression Association, Over 60 health Center, 
The Wellness Community, National Diabetes Education Program, National 
Alliance of Breast Cancer Organizations, San Francisco Health Department, 
Screen for Life, and the U.S. Centers for Disease Control & Prevention. 

 



SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

 

ABC 7 News provided several, in-depth news reports that examined a variety of 
issues important to the San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose Market.  The following 
are examples of those reports:  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: October 18, 2001 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 2:46  

Subject:    

This special report reviewed Bus Rapid Transit, a new national pilot transit 
program that was coming to the South Bay.  Two bus systems were buying sleek 
new buses that would be able to control traffic lights the same way emergency 
vehicles did.  A bus would be able to hold a traffic light green for ten seconds 
longer as it reached an intersection.  The new buses were built without steps and 
low floors so passengers would be able to board and leave much faster.  Riders 
could prepay fairs at new stations rather than on the bus.  All of the new bus 
features were designed to save time.  

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: November 25, 2001 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

Length: 3:13  

Subject:  

This special report examined the problem of athletic anorexia among teenage 
girls and the harm it could do.  A 25 year-old woman who developed chronic 
tendonitis, and brittle bones from pushing and starving herself as a youngster, 
discussed how the problem began for her at age nine.  She told how along with 
her sister, they began a silent competition to see who could eat the least, be the 
thinnest, and perform the best in sports.  Her recovery occurred in college when 
a therapist helped her.  A doctor said women with athletic anorexia are usually 
high achievers, perfectionists, and won’t face their problem until an injury forces 
them to see a doctor, and questions about food arise.  

 

 

 

 

 



(Special News Reports cont.)  

  

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: October 15, 2001 (5:30 - 6:00PM) 

Length: 2:42  

Subject:  

This special report reviewed how the national trend of “transit villages” was 
growing in the Bay Area due to worsening freeway traffic, gas prices, and the lack 
of affordable housing.  Transit villages were built close to light-rail, BART, or 
Caltrain, so residents would drive autos less.  But a commuter group believed 
funding would be better spent to improve freeways and streets, and said there was 
no proof transit villages got people off the roads.  Local transit village residents 
were interviewed along with a transportation commission spokesperson. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 20, 2001 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 3:04 

Subject:   

This special report examined a Bay Area company’s new cancer research 
program that used tobacco plants to grow human vaccines.  The process 
involved growing protein from a cancer patient’s tumor in a tobacco plant, then 
return it to the person’s body to spur the immune system to target and kill the 
cancer.  All normal cells continue to grow in a healthy manner.  The process was 
tested in a clinical study involving sixteen cancer patients.  More testing was 
needed in hundreds of patients to see if it could replace chemotherapy. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local) 

Date/Time: November 13, 2001 (6:00 – 7:00PM) 

Length: 4:40 

Subject:   

This special report investigated allegations of fraud against a woman who 
worked as an energy healer claiming to have power to heal every disease.  The 
daughter of a client with a bad hip said her mother was still in pain after 20 visits. 
Many clients interviewed had paid over $450 in total for visits.  One woman said 
her severe intestinal problems were gone after 300 visits.  A national health 
organization said the healer was eliminating the chance for someone to get 
better before a real serious problem.  After the start of this investigation, she 
started asking clients to sign a release against any claims of malpractice. 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: November 3, 2001 (11:00 - 11:35PM) 

  November 4, 2001 (9:00 - 10:30AM) 

Length: 2:44, 2:39  

Subject:  

This special report profiled the volunteer Marin County Search and rescue team, 
and the special dedication to duty expressed by the crew.  One of the most 
respected search organizations in the state, about half of its members were 
teenagers, some as young as 14 years old.  Every volunteer started out with forty 
hours of intensive boot camp training.  Recruits had to master special knots and 
ropes used to haul injured people out of the wilderness.  Our cameras followed 
the team on a search and rescue exercise. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: November 7, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 6:00  

Subject:  

This special report investigated a village compound of 300 people in Tulare 
County that was alleged to have ties to a terrorist group.  A lawyer for the group 
said the 440 acre ranch was home to American born Muslims that wanted to 
escape inner city crime and drugs.  As U.S. Marshals prepared to arrest a 
resident for alleged gun trafficking, they received a warning from other federal 
agents that he belonged to a terrorist group.  This terrorist group and its leader 
were linked to dozens of crimes across the country.  One of the men convicted in 
the 1993 World Trade Center bombing was also a member. The Fresno District 
Attorney’s office said they were checking the compound’s ties to the terrorist 
group as part of an investigation into the killing of a deputy sheriff.  Elders in the 
compound declined to be interviewed, and the group’s lawyer denied knowing 
anything about a formal connection to the terrorist group. 

  

 

 

 

 

 



(Special News Reports cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS (Local)  

Date/Time: November 27, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

  November 28, 2001 (6:00 - 7:00PM) 

Length: 5:23, 4:55 

Subject:  

This special report looked into reports that shark researchers allegedly hit or ran 
over great white sharks in the Farallone Islands.  A dive boat operator had 
videotaped shark researchers who appeared to be acting as commercial 
photographers, hitting sharks with their boat on several occasions.  They said in 
order to identify the sharks they had to get close to them.  After viewing the 
videotape, their supervisor, who was from the non-profit group that took care of 
the islands, denied that sharks ever came into contact with the research boat.  
California Department of Fish & Game was investigating complaints that the 
researchers were running over the great whites. 


