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Quarterly Issues Report.  The following is a list of some of the more significant community 
issues addressed by these stations for the quarter specified. This is by no means a complete list, 
nor is the order in which these issues appear intended to imply any degree of priority or 
significance of these issues.

For the Fourth Quarter of 2019.

Issue Description                   Program Title     Date/Duration     Description          

1. Shadows And Spirits, 
The Legislature’s Size

Capitol 
Report

October 6, 2019

30 Minutes

Two Senators appeared to discuss 
separate, but significant proposals they 
have to alter how the Legislature is 
structured: Scott Jensen (R-Chaska) 
suggests a Constitutional amendment to 
shrink the Legislature by 25 percent; while 
John Marty (DFL-Roseville) offers a 
different amendment to switch from a 
bicameral, to a unicameral body.

Brian Pease of the Minnesota Historical 
Society also spoke to the annual dramatic 
reenactments held in the Capitol, with 
certain historical figures telling the early 
history of the Complex.

2.  Youth Education Minnesota 4-
H: Growing 
True Leaders

October 10, 2019

30 Minutes

Host Libby Montreuil visits with 4-H youth 
at the State Engineering Design Challenge 
in Saint Cloud, learns about the Llama 
encampment at the Minnesota State Fair, 
and chats with accomplished grade school 
students statewide.

3.  Future Of Minnesota 
Driving

Capitol 
Report

October 13, 2019

30 Minutes

Hosted by Shannon Loehrke, Senator 
Scott Dibble (DFL-Minneapolis) spoke 
about recent plans by the Walz 
Administration to impose emission 
standards on automobiles sold in 
Minnesota. Senator John Jasinski (R-
Faribault) weighed in on regulations on 
and legislative oversight of self-driving 
vehicles.

4. Legislative Oversight Of 
Insulin Manufacturing

Capitol 
Report

October 20, 2019

30 Minutes

Today’s focus: Counterproposals by 
Senator Eric Pratt (R-Prior Lake) and 
Representative Michael Howard (DFL-
Richfield) towards insulin-making. The 
cause: Governor Tim Walz’s hopes for a 
Special Session before February 2020.

5. Medicaid And Pictures Capitol 
Report

October 27, 2019

30 Minutes

This fall, hearings were held on Medicaid 
waivers, and challenges faced by families 
caring for disabled loved ones. Senators 
John Hoffman (DFL-Champlin) and Jim 
Abeler (R-Anoka) spoke to their concerns 
over the current county-by-county system.



Later, Governor Mark Dayton returned for 
the unveiling of his official portrait.

6. MNLARS, Opioids, 
Missing And Murdered 
Indigenous Women

Capitol 
Report

November 3, 
2019

30 Minutes

Two legislative task forces had their work 
spotlighted: Mary Kiffmeyer (R-Big Lake) 
focused on the State’s vehicle registration 
system, and Patricia Torres-Ray (DFL-
Minneapolis) called for greater attention 
towards violence against Native women.

Moreover, Jim Nobles reported to the 
Legislative Audit Commission. This 
document alleged $29 million in improper 
payments to the White Earth Nation and 
the Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe, based on 
self-administered medications.

7.  Relevance Of 
Prohibition, 100 Years 
Later

Almanac November 15, 
2019

60 Minutes

An MPCA representative spoke to recent 
water quality news, State lawmakers 
toured two potential bonding projects along 
the Twin Cities riverfront, and the Indian 
Women’s Resource Center was awarded 
new grant funding. Locally, the show 
featured Andrew Volstead, with interviews 
from the Granite Falls Historical Society 
and Bluenose Gopher Public House.

8.  Nicotine Addiction, 
Collegiate Athletics, State 
Overpayments

Capitol 
Report

November 17, 
2019

30 Minutes

Senator Carla Nelson’s (R-Rochester) 
proposals on tobacco purchasing age, and 
vaping flavor regulation were on the 
docket. Senator Roger Chamberlain (R-
Lino Lakes) also discussed regulating 
profits from the work of student-athletes.

9. Legislative Leadership Almanac November 22, 
2019

60 Minutes

Governor Walz and several Caucus heads 
debated insulin legislation, plus the 
likelihood of a Special Session happening 
before February 2020, followed by the First 
Annual Side Dish Showdown.

Later, Paul Douglas analyzed early winter 
weather patterns, and the political science 
panel dissected the latest impeachment 
proceedings.

10.  E-Cigarettes And 
Listening Sessions

Capitol 
Report

November 24, 
2019

30 Minutes

Chair Michelle Benson (R-Ham Lake) 
recounted several recent statewide visits 
she wanted to highlight current drug prices, 
how Minnesotans were managing their 
prescription needs, and ways the 
Legislature could intervene.

Separately, Senator Matt Klein (DFL-
Mendota Heights) discussed his own 
proposals on prescription drugs costs, as 
well as the rise of teenage vaping.


