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Travelin the Bluegrass  : 

October 4: Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner Ryan Quarles says he was proud to host the National 

Association of State Departments of Agriculture as he closed out his year as President of the 

organization in September.  Quarles talks about showing his colleagues Kentucky and discussions with 

Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack concerning regulations, trade, and other topics. 

October 5: Kentucky Farm Bureau President Mark Haney and his brother Don Haney are proud to host 

thousands of visitors each fall at their family business Haney’s Appledale Farm in Nancy.  Haney talks 

about the farm market, what they sell, their homemade apple pies, and something new located in the 

home where they grew up. 

October 6: Cadiz City Clerk Barbie Johnson says the Trigg County Country Ham Festival is coming back 

this weekend after taking 2020 off because of COVID-19.  Johnson talks about the return of largest ham 

biscuit, the entertainment, and why the ham festival is important. 

October 7: Farm Direct Regional Manager Luke Halter says ADM is offering farmers a new way to 

purchase fertilizer.  Halter talks about Farm Direct, a new facility being built in Owensboro, and what 

services they are offering to farmers. 

October 8: Scott County farmer Stewart Hughes talks about his diversified farming operation and the 

history of their farm.  Hughes also talks about the biggest challenges on the farm and what he enjoys the 

most. 

October 11: University of Kentucky Beef Cattle Specialist Dr. Leslie Anderson says the annual Beef Bash 

October 14 with be a time for farmers to gather to learn the latest research being done by the College of 

Agriculture and catch up with fellow farmers.  Anderson says this year’s event is taking place at the C. 

Oran Little Farm in Woodford County near Versailles. 

 

October 12: Kentucky Department of Agriculture Safety Office Dale Dobson says the programs he has 

worked with for more than 25 years are truly making a difference on farms across the state.  Dobson 

talked about farm awareness, safety training, and the results of efforts over the years. 

 

October 13: Erin Glarner says Bayer’s America’s Farmers Grow Communities grant program is giving 

Kentucky farmers a chance to nominate an organization in their community to win a $5,000 grant.  

Glarner talks about how and when to apply and organizations that have benefited in the past. 

 

October 14: Kentucky Farm Bureau President Mark Haney says while grain farmers are celebrating a 

good year, cattle farmers are dealing with lower than desired prices.  Haney also discussed issues facing 

farmers in Washington, DC, and how that could impact the next generation on the farm. 

 



October 15: Travelin the Bluegrass shares the story of Rockcastle County farmer Terry Lawson, who 

raises beef cattle, hay, and other crops on the family farm.  We learn about his farming operation, what 

he enjoys about the farm, and some of the biggest struggles he is facing every day. 

 

October 25: Jamie Knight with the Kentucky Cancer Program talks about breast cancer awareness in 

recognition of Breast Cancer Month.  Knight talked about the need to be screened and get annual 

mammograms, assistance available for women, and tools that can help women find resources. 

 

October 26: Erin Glarner with the Bayer America’s Farmers Grow Communities fund is reminding 

Kentucky farmers the deadline to apply for the chance to select a $5,000 recipient of a grant in their 

community is near.  Glarner talks about some past grant recipients, doubling of grant amounts, and how 

farmers apply. 

 

October 27: Travelin the Bluegrass host Alan Watts visits with new Kentucky Pork Producers Association 

Executive Director Niki Ellis.  She talks about continuing the work done for many years by former 

Director Bonnie Jolly, her goals for promoting pork in Kentucky, and the need to reach out to farmers 

and youth swine exhibitors. 

 

October 28: Kentucky Pork Producers Executive Director Niki Ellis talks about Pork Month and the 

importance of pork farmers in the state.  Ellis details the number of swine farmers, the size of the state’s 

swine herd, and ways they are sharing the pork message. 

 

October 29: Hopkinsville Elevator General Manager Eston Glover announced during the cooperative’s 

annual meeting a payback to cooperative members of more than $33 million dollars.  Glover talked 

about the amount grain handled in 2020, the total grain sales, and other details about the previous fiscal 

year. 

November 1: Travelin the Bluegrass shares the story of Ann Margaret Hughes from Wayne County who 

is a member of the 2021 Kentucky Farm Bureau LEAD class.  Hughes talks about her farm, her reason for 

applying to join the LEAD Class, and what she hopes to gain from her experience. 

 

November 2: Kentucky Farm Bureau LEAD class member Melissa Huggett from Bullit County is hoping to 

use her experience to teach young people about agriculture and where their food comes from.  Hughes 

talks about their farm, what she is learning in the class, and how that will help her with her mission. 

 



November 3: Branden Henning from Breckinridge County says their family farm is a traditional row crop 

operation with some sheep in the mix.  Henning talks about his experience in the Kentucky Farm Bureau 

LEAD class, why he applied for it, and how that experience will help him as a leader in agriculture. 

 

November 4: Kentucky Venues President and CEO David Beck says it is exciting for the North American 

International Livestock Exposition to return in a more normal fashion this year.  Becks talks about the 

livestock that will be at the show and how important the event is to the livestock industry. 

 

November 5: Kentucky Venues President David Beck says the North American Championship Rodeo will 

return as a part of the livestock exposition this year.  Beck says the rodeo will feature great competition 

and is a part of many family traditions for both rural and urban visitors. 

November 8: We meet Kentucky Farm Bureau 2021 Farmer of the Year Wesley Parker and his wife 

Marsha from Christian County.  Parker talks about the honor, his farming operation, and the history of 

the family farm. 

 

November 9: Kentucky FFA Executive Secretary Matt Chaliff talks about Kentucky wins at the National 

FFA Convention in Indianapolis, IN, in October.  He discusses the election of a National FFA Office from 

Kentucky, a top award for a Louisville FFA Chapter, and some other top placings in competitions. 

 

November 10: Kentucky FFA Executive Secretary Matt Chaliff says more than 1,000 FFA members from 

the state attended the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis.  Chaliff says there were two top talent 

contest finishes, a large number of American FFA Degrees bestowed on Kentuckians, and several other 

teams and chapters that placed well. 

 

November 11: Kentucky Farm Bureau Second-Vice-President Sharon Furches says the organization is 

excited to their annual meeting in person at the Galt House in Louisville again this year.  She said one of 

the major tasks during the meeting is to approve the resolutions, with broadband to be one the major 

issues up for discussion. 

 

November 12: Carter County Farmer David McGlone says he is proud to be the fifth generation to farm 

in the family operation in Northeastern Kentucky.  McGlone talks about the farm, what they raise, the 

history of the farm, the biggest struggles, and what he enjoys the most. 

 

November 15: Mallory White from Union County, Kentucky, is excited to serve as the National FFA 

Eastern Region Vice-President during the next year.  White talks about what the year will include, how it 

was to learn about her selection as a national officer, and what FFA means to her. 



 

November 16: Murray State University Rodeo Coach J. D. Van Hooser says MSU will host the 46th annual 

collegiate rodeo November 18, 19, and 20 at the Bill Cherry Expo Center.  Van Hooser talks about the 

competitors, the events that will take place, the college rodeo team, and how to get tickets. 

 

November 17: National Association of Farm Broadcasting Director Tom Brand says farm broadcasters 

from across the country are excited to return to Kansas City for the 78th Annual Meeting November 17 

through 19.  He talks about what is on the agenda, who will be there, and the awards that will be 

presented. 

 

November 18: The president of the National Association of Farm Broadcasters, Gale Cunningham from 

Illinois, says he has enjoyed his year heading up the organization.  Cunningham talks about his role 

serving farmers in Illinois and Indiana, getting together with farm broadcasters, and shares how COVID-

19 impacted his family. 

 

November 19: Hardin County farmer Ray Mackey says he and his brother own and a operate a 

diversified row crop and livestock farm.  Mackey talks about their farm, what they raise, the history of 

the farm, the biggest struggles facing farming, and what he enjoys the most. 

 

November 22: Barb with the Butterball Turkey Talk Line says she and her fellow advisors are expecting 

to field thousands of calls during the Thanksgiving holiday this year.  Barb discusses some of the 

common questions, the turkey supply, and other details people can learn. 

 

November 23: Director of Expositions Bobby Bell says thousands of exhibitors brought a variety of 

animals to the North American International Livestock Exposition in Louisville.  Bell recaps some of the 

highlights from NAILE that was held November 1 through the 18 at the Kentucky Exposition Center in 

Louisville. 

 

November 24: Chef Kelly Staples talks about preparing the traditional Thanksgiving feast that will be 

served Thursday at the Kentucky Dam Village State Resort Park.  Staples talks about the supplies 

needed, preparing the meal, his favorite dish and dessert, and how great it will be to have a full dining 

room at the lodge. 

 

November 25: Each Thanksgiving Barb and her fellow Butterball Turkey Talk Line experts are a part of 

wonderful experiences as they help callers prepare their feast.  Barb shares a favorite story about a 

group of engineers preparing their meal and who is on the other end of the turkey talk line. 



 

November 26: Pioneer Agronomist Kyle Holmberg says 2021 turned out to be an excellent year for corn 

farmers around Kentucky.  Holmberg talks about yields, varieties that worked well, and what corn 

farmer can look for in 2022. 

 

December 6: Kentucky Farm Bureau Second Vice-President Sharon Furches discusses the Generation 

Bridge Program that is designed to reach the middle-aged generation of agriculture leaders.  Furches 

talks about the formation of the program, who it is targeted toward, and other details. 

 

December 7: Your Ag Edge Intern Karenna Chaudoin was among those attending the 78th Annual 

National Association of Farm Broadcasting meeting in Kansas City in November.  Karenna talks about 

what she learned, a possible career sharing the message of agriculture, and how the experience will 

impact her. 

 

December 8: Former Hampton Meats owner Ernie Hampton talks about the history of the business that 

was started in Hopkinsville by his father E. G. “Uncle Bummy” Hampton.  Hampton discussed the plan to 

start the business, what they are currently doing, and his decision to sell the wholesale and retail meat 

processing facility. 

 

December 9: New Hampton Meats owner Chris Milam from Logan County talks about the decision to 

purchase the business earlier this year.  He also discusses working with his sons, their plans for 

expansion, and other details. 

 

December 10: Nelson County farmer P. J. Milburn talks about his farming operation, their agribusiness, 

and the history of the farm.  Milburn also discusses the biggest struggles in agriculture and what he 

enjoys the most about farming. 

December 13: University of Kentucky Agricultural Economist Dr. Will Snell says Kentucky is on track for a 

record net cash income this year.  We feature the highlights of Dr. Snell’s Agriculture Economic Outlook 

that he recently presented at the Kentucky Farm Bureau Annual Meeting. 

 

December 14: American Farm Bureau President Zippy Duvall says he is excited to host the American 

Farm Bureau Meeting in January in his home state of Georgia.  President Duvall talks about the annual 

meeting, what is planned, who is speaking, and some of the contests that are planned during the event. 

 



December 15: Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner Dr. Ryan Quarles says Kentucky Agriculture is 

wrapping up another good year, but there have been some challenges.  Quarles discusses 2021 and 

shares some concerns that farmers will likely face in 2022. 

 

December 16: University of Kentucky Livestock Economist Dr. Kenny Burdine says all facets of the dairy 

and equine industries will end 2021 on a positive note.  We hear some of the highlights of Dr. Burdine’s 

report that he presented during the Kentucky Farm Bureau annual meeting in Louisville. 

 

December 17: The Gaskins family from Adair County was named the 2021 Outstanding Young Farm 

Family during the 2021 Kentucky Farm Bureau annual meeting in Louisville.  We meet Jonathon and 

Jessica Gaskins, learn about their diversified farming operation, and share their unique partnership. 

 

December 20: Kentucky Commissioner of Agriculture Dr. Ryan Quarles discusses tornado damage across 

the state.  He also talks about how the damage impacted agriculture, what was damaged, and the cost 

of rebuilding. 

 

December 21: We continue our conversation with Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner Dr. Ryan Quarles 

about tornado damage in Kentucky and recovery efforts that are underway.  The Commissioner 

discussed damage assessments, ways to donate to help farmers, and how to obtain needed resources. 

 

December 22: University of Kentucky Grain and Forage Center of Excellence Director Dr. Chad Lee talks 

about the devastation at the Research and Education Center and Princeton by tornado that struck 

December 10.  He discussed what sustained damage and plans for the University of Kentucky to rebuild 

in the future. 

 

December 23: Murray State University Breathitt Veterinary Center Director Dr. Debbie Reed provides 

the annual health report for Santa Claus’ reindeer as the jolly old elf prepares for his Christmas trip 

around the world.  Dr. Reed reassures children across the state Santa will find them, even if their home 

was damaged or destroyed by the recent tornadoes, and that Santa’s reindeer are ready to go. 

December 24: To celebrate this Christmas Travelin’ the Bluegrass host Alan Watts visits with his wife 

Susan and his daughter Jennie.  Susan, Jennie, and Alan each share a Christmas holiday wish for fellow 

Kentuckians. 

December 27: University of Kentucky head basketball coach John Calipari says the wildcat athletic 

program will continue to support Kentucky tornado survivors throughout the recovery effort.  Coach Cal 

joined Governor Andy Beshear and others at Lake Barkley and Pennyrile State Resort Parks December 19 

to pass out shoes and provide a message of hope. 



 

December 28: Kentucky Lt. Governor Jaquelyn Coleman says education will be a key factor in the 

recovery of tornado survivors.  Coleman talked about the role of education, the impact on rural 

Kentucky, and the need for continued support. 

 

December 29: American Farm Bureau President Zippy Duvall says there are a number of issues on the 

minds of farmers he talks with while traveling across the country.  President Duvall discussed those 

issues and the policies being considered by Farm Bureau leaders across the country that will be 

considered during the annual meeting in January. 

 

December 30: University of Kentucky livestock economist Dr. Kenny Burdine says in spite of some 

challenges the beef cattle industry is wrapping up 2021 on a positive note. Burdine says prospects for 

2022 are looking good, but farmers will be challenged with increased feed costs driven by higher corn 

prices. 

 

December 31: Kentucky Farm Bureau Discussion Meet winner Caleb Smithson says he is looking forward 

to competing on the national level at the American Farm Bureau meeting in Atlanta in January.  

Smithson talked about his involvement in agriculture, how he became involved in the discussion meet, 

and the topic that was discussed during the annual meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 


