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Summary: 
 
 “The Coolest Places on Earth” is an exploration of cities (both modern and ancient), natural 
wonders, and cultural history, heavy with engaging content, fast-paced editing, and the 
accessible, conversational narration we have come to expect from Bellum Entertainment.  The 
series’ tone, information, and rich factual content reaches and serves the target 13-16-year-olds 
with a style that informs, supports, and encourages the kind of engaged thinking that have 
emerged from the Common Core State Standards. These standards, now adopted by 45 states and 
the District of Columbia recognize the importance of engaging, relevant information about the 
world young people live in. This series’ episode also touches key points in the National 
Geography standards.  
 
Each program features a minimum of three different locations, each separate geographically and 
historically. In the reviewed episode, which covered more than six locations, including 
contemporary New Zealand, historical Savannah, Georgia, and Sassi di Matera, Italy.  The range 
of context in the episode’s highlights is focused and diverse, allowing fascinating history and 
culture—pirates, ghosts, caves, and ice hotels in the reviewed episode--and striking contemporary 
visuals that put the information in context. For 13-16-year-olds, this matches neatly with the 
National Geography Standards (Geography for Life).  The standards want to equip young people 
with knowledge, perspectives and information to engage in “Earth’s diverse cultures and natural 
environments.”  This program does that nicely while supplying stories to hold the mind of the 
viewer.  The “coolest places on earth” are defined by history and culture, not just by the striking 
visuals that accompany every segment. Beyond geography, it covers food, art, architecture, 
music, and cultural events like festivals.  
 
Episode: 101: Pirates, Caves, Volcanoes, and Ice 
 
 
This series combines an amazing amount of diverse history, geography, and wonders.  The 
wonders are both natural, such as volcanoes, Aurora Borealis, and caves, and man-made, 
examples including one hotel made of ice, and another underwater, an igloo village, and bungee 
jumping.  The fast pace and matching sound track will reach both the young target audience and 
adults and hold viewer attention by lacing the rich visual landscapes with information, including 
notes on slavery, piracy, and local vocabulary (“collywobbles”). The variety of geographic 
locations allows for an amazing outpouring of anecdotes and facts.  Examples: When Jules Verne 
published “Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea”; Oliver North in South America, the cost 
of a used 747 airplane; the dates of the American Revolutionary an Civil Wars; the oldest city in 
Georgia; the Golden Age of Piracy (1650-1720); and MIT’s contemporary pirate certification 



program.   It is astonishing treat for the mind built with facts made entertaining by the wide range 
of physical locales. 
 
This is not just a sightseeing program. The visit to the Savannah graveyard is given a historical 
context.  The growth of piracy off North American waters is given economic perspective as well 
as intriguing details. The trip to New Zealand is not just delivered for the beauty of the islands, 
it’s given the story of the jet boat system that makes for such exciting motor speed.  Unfamiliar 
locations in Italy, Canada, and Finland are fascinating but shown within the meaningful context 
of temperature (the ice hotel), human habitation (the caves), and economy (a luxury 
accommodation in a grounded 747 in the Costa Rican jungle).  The rapid pace of the episode 
segments makes the program very sticky—hard to pull away from. 
 
This is exactly the desire of the National Geography Standards whose topical goals are “Asking 
and Answering Questions About the World” and “Knowing About the World: Geographic 
Content Knowledge”.  If the episodes of “The Coolest Places on Earth” make these standards 
seem fascinating, it’s because geography is fascinating.  It just needs a context to prove it, and 
that is what makes good television such an impressive tool in reaching older students. And any 
program tapping the richness of the world’s geography, history and culture will also reach and 
engage adult audiences. 
 
It rare to find a show as visually engaging and rich in content as “The Coolest Place on Earth.”  It 
touches interesting topics such as pirates and the supernatural without pandering and brings 
context to the planets most arresting geography. Bellum continues to earn its reputation as a 
producer of enriching, engaging content for 13-16-year olds. 
 
 
 
Education Summary: 
Target audience for tone, program content, and learning concepts:    

• Middle and high school (ages 13-16) 
General Category of Learning:  

• Geography 
• Common Core State Standards (grades 8-12)*  
• History-Social Science (grades 8-12) * 

 
*There is no Common Core State Standard specifically for history, social science, or geography, 
however this series addresses Common Core State Standards Initiative for English Language arts 
& Literacy in History/Social Studies for grades 9-12.  The specific History/Social Science 
standards are drawn from the History-Social Science Content Standards for the state of 
California.  They are representative of most general history social science standards. 
 
Content Standards Applicable in the Coolest Places on Earth series:  
Common Core  
 
Research, Evidence, and Point of View  
1.  Students frame questions that can be answered by historical study and research.  
2.  Students distinguish fact from opinion in historical narratives and stories.  
4.  Students assess the credibility of primary and secondary sources and draw sound 

conclusions from them.  
5.  Students detect the different historical points of view on historical events and determine  



the context in which the historical statements were made (the questions asked, sources)  
 
Historical Interpretation (grade 8, California State History-Social Science Content Standards) 
1.  Students explain the central issues and problems from the past, placing people and  

events in a matrix of time and place.  
 
Historical Research, Evidence, and Point of View (grade 9-12, grade 8, California State 
History-Social Science Content Standards) 

1. Students distinguish valid arguments from fallacious arguments in historical 
interpretations. 

 
Historical Interpretation (grades 9-12) 
1.  Students show the connections, causal and otherwise, between particular historical  

events and larger social, economic, and political trends and developments.  
3.  Students interpret past events and issues within the context in which an event unfolded 

rather than solely in terms of present-day norms and values.  
 
 
Hall Davidson served as Director of Education Services at PBS station KOCE-TV for 15 years, where he also was 
executive director of the media consortium Telecommunications of Orange County (TOC) serving over 400,000 
students.  Prior to that, he worked in educational media at PBS station KLCS-TV in Los Angeles.  He was president of 
Video-Using Educators and also served as chairman of the school site council at a public elementary school in Los 
Angeles.  He has served as director of the nation’s oldest student media festival, the California Student Media & 
Multimedia Festival for twenty years, and served on the board of directors of California’s largest technology user 
group, Computer-Using Educators (CUE). He is an Emmy-nominated producer of educational programs.  He was 
classroom teacher in the public school system and began teaching on television at night on an Emmy-winning program 
before leaving the classroom for a position providing staff development for teachers on media use in the classroom.  
 

 Hall Davidson    
2428 Canyon Drive                          
Los Angeles, CA 90068  

 
 


