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Section I. Issues

The station has identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

A. COVID-19 Impact: The pandemic has impacted virtually all phases of life, changing the way we dress, 
act and interact. It also is an economic factor as businesses were forced to implement new safety 
precautions during the pandemic

B. Healthcare: West Alabamians need access to local healthcare, and changes at DCH, the largest 
provider in the area, may make seeking treatment more difficult to those in rural areas.

C. Severe Weather: Tornadoes, hurricanes, severe thunderstorms and other weather phenomena are a 
continual threat to Tuscaloosa and West Alabama communities. Preparedness is critical for the survival of 
citizens and governments.

D. Politics: The Alabama Legislature’s 2021 Regular session is dealing with a number of critical issues 
from the state’s two budgets, to expanding healthcare, a state lottery and medical marijuana.

E. Local Government: A new Tuscaloosa City Council took its seat in March. New faces will bring 
change to their districts, and knowing how to reach their city reps is the easiest way for local residents to 
enact change in Tuscaloosa.

F. Veteran’s Issues: Many West Alabama residents seek treatment at the local VA hospital in 
Tuscaloosa, and many other local organizations also offer services to help veterans deal with various 
issues including PTSD.

G. Education: Some political leaders and parents are pushing for the City of Northport to break away 
from the county school system and form an independent school district. How will this be funded, and how 
will tax increases impact residents?

H. Violence: Like so many communities across the nation, Tuscaloosa/Northport and the county has 
seen a significant rise in violence; this issue is especially concerning for those in the metro area were 
shootings and murder rates increase monthly.

Section II. Responsive Programs

Date(s) Aired Program 
Name Description of Issue Discussed Duration Time 

4 Apr 21 West 
Alabama on 

Point

Covid, Healthcare.  Pinnacle Physicians 
Group, LLC provides hospitalist services for 
three West Alabama medical centers. The battle 
for keeping their contract with DCH Health 
System has escalated publicly. Alabama Senate 
Minority Leader Bobby Singleton discusses the 
need to keep local doctors providing these 
services. / State Health Officer Dr. Scott Harris 
discusses status of vaccinations for COVID-19.

30 minutes 6:00 AM



11 Apr 21 West 
Alabama on 

Point

Covid, Healthcare.  DCH Regional Medical 
Center VP Andy North answers Pinnacle 
Physician Group, LLP claims about poor 
medical care. 

Gov. Ivey announces end to mask mandate and 
statewide health orders.

30 minutes 6:00 AM

18 Apr 21 West 
Alabama on 

Point

Health, Covid, Vaccines.  Hesitancy to take 
the COVID-19 vaccine has reduced the 
numbers of those coming to vaccination clinics 
in West AL. The halt placed on Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine due to blood clot concerns has 
exacerbated the issue. White House COVID19 
expert Dr. Anthony Fouchi discusses the 
problem.

30 minutes 6:00 AM

25 Apr 21 West 
Alabama on 

Point

Severe Weather, Environment.  Tuscaloosa 
and many other West Alabama communities 
were devastated by a record tornado outbreak 
on April 27, 2011. With the 10th anniversary of 
the incident upcoming Tuesday, the events of 
that day that forever changed the city and the 
recovery that changed the face of the city are 
remembered.

30 minutes 6:00 AM

2 May 21 West 
Alabama on 

Point

Covid, Health, Vaccines.  COVID-19 cases 
and deaths continue to decline but the threat is 
still there. Concern in the healthcare 
communities is that fewer people are willing to 
be vaccinated which could hurt the attempt to 
gain herd immunity to the virus. State Health 
Officer Dr. Scott Harris updates the state of the 
virus and the vaccination process.

30 minutes 8:00 AM

9 May 21 West 
Alabama on 

Point

Severe Weather, Environment.  Hurricane 
Specialist Dr. Clark Dagan of Colorado State 
University previews the coming hurricane 
season and how it could impact the Gulf Coast.

Politics.  GOP Cottondale State Sen. Gerald 
Allen reviews the issues dealt with by the 
legislature and what to expect in the final 
session on May 17 as the lottery draws 
significant debate.

30 minutes 8:00 AM

16 May 21 West 
Alabama on 

Point

Local Government.  Three new Tuscaloosa 
City Council members take the oath of office 
Monday. They will bring change to not only the 
makeup of the council but activism. New 
Council President Kip Tyner discusses goals 
and how the council wants to impact the city.

30 minutes 6:00 AM

23 May 21 West 
Alabama on 

Point

Local Government.  City of Tuscaloosa 
Inaugural ceremonies produced significant 
comments from officials about the future direct 

30 minutes 6:00 AM



of city government and the city as a whole. 
Those comments are explored on the program.
  

30 May 21 West 
Alabama on 

Point

Community, Veteran’s Issues, Mental Health.  
Memorial Day is the center of discussion with 
VFW Commander Donnie Nelson who informs 
families of military lost in combat about services 
available and about issues impacting veterans 
returning from deployment.

30 minutes 6:00 AM

6 Jun 21 West 
Alabama on 

Point

Local Economy, Covid, Employment.  The 
reopening of Tuscaloosa and Alabama’s 
economy from the pandemic is taking place. 
New businesses are open and existing 
businesses are hiring but they are having 
difficulties finding job applicants. Chamber of 
Commerce of West Alabama CEO Jim Page 
discusses the effort to recover economically 
from COVID-19.

30 minutes 6:00 AM

13 Jun 21 West 
Alabama on 

Point

Education.  A feasibility study for the City of 
Northport to form its own school district and 
separate from the county school system is 
examined with Dr. John Myrick and Northport 
Mayor Bobby Herndon.

30 minutes 6:00 AM

20 Jun 21 West 
Alabama on 

Point

Crime, Community Safety.  The 250% rise in 
violent crimes, especially gun violence, has 
sparked concern among faith-based, community 
and government leaders. A town hall discussion 
to identify root causes was conduct after a city 
council meet. Part One of Two Part coverage 
was carried on the program.

30 minutes 6:00 AM

27 Jun 21 West 
Alabama on 

Point

Crime, Community Safety.  Part two of the 
community discussion on increasing violence is 
broadcast on today’s programs. Topic on this 
part is where we go from talking about the 
problem. How do we begin finding solutions?

30
Minutes

6:00 AM


