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ISSUES OF CONCERN TO METRO DETROIT 
ADDRESSED IN RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING IN THE 

SECOND QUARTER 2016 
 
 
 
ECONOMY:  Financial Literacy Month. Detroit Economic Growth. Breaking The Cycle of 
Poverty. Racing in Detroit. Employment for Veterans. Blight Removal. Growing 
Business in Detroit. 
 
HEALTH: Breast Cancer Screening. Safe Waters in Agriculture. Hunger. Autism 
Awareness. Water Safety. Mental Health Awareness. Addiction and Recovery. Men’s 
Health.  Caring for Families of Sick Children. PTSD Awareness. 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH:  Homelessness.  Summer Activities for Kids.  Domestic 
Violence Awareness. LGBTQ Community. Animal Adoption. Playgrounds for Detroit 
Kids. Distracted Driving. Storm Preparedness. Drunk Driving Awareness. Criminal 
Exoneration. Transgender Rights. 
 
ARTS AND EDUCATION: Art and Healing. Detroit Light. Anti Bullying. Music 
Importance. Art Improves Education. D-Day Insight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ECONOMY: 
 

4/10/16 
Financial Literacy Month 

6:00 to 6:15 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
National Financial Literacy Month is recognized in the United States in April in an effort 
to highlight the importance of financial literacy and teach Americans how to establish 
and maintain healthy financial habits.  In 2000, The National Endowment for Financial 
Education introduced Youth Financial Literacy Day. In 2003, the United States Senate 
designated April as Financial Literacy for Youth Month. In March 2004 the Senate 
passed Resolution 316 that officially recognized April as National Financial Literacy 
Month. 

 
5/1/16 

Detroit 300 Conservancy 
6:00 to 6:15 

15-minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

The Detroit 300 Conservancy is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit corporation. The Conservancy 
was incorporated November 30, 2001 and is chaired by Edsel B. Ford II. It is the 
successor corporation to Detroit 300, Inc. -- the organization that helped Detroit 
celebrate its 300th birthday in 2001. Part of Detroit 300’s legacy gift to the City was 
funding for the construction of Campus Martius Park.  The Conservancy is constructing 
the Park and is responsible for management, maintenance and operation of the Park 
under a long term operating agreement with the City of Detroit. 
 

5/8/16 
Matrix Human Services 

6:30 to 6:45 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Matrix Human Services, a 501(c)3 organization, has served the Detroit community and 
surrounding areas for more than 108 years. The League of Catholic Women led the way 
in 1906 with a vision and mission to fight poverty.  Today their mission remains the 
same as they continue to touch hearts and change lives in the community. With 
programs at more than 40 locations, Matrix Human Services serves more than 25,000 
individuals and families each year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5/22/16 
Detroit Grand Prix 

6:45 to 7:00 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The Chevrolet Dual in Detroit presented by Quicken Loans is an IndyCar Series race 
weekend held on a temporary circuit at Belle Isle in Detroit The race has been held from 
1989 to 2001, 2007 to 2008, and since 2012. The current format of the event is a 
unique "doubleheader" weekend, which includes two full, points-paying races, one each 
on Saturday and Sunday. In addition, since 2012, the event has been scheduled for the 
weekend immediately following the Indianapolis 500. It brings tens of thousands of 
people to Detroit, pumping millions into the region’s economy. 
 

5/29/16 
Vets Returning Home 

6:30 to 6:45 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Veterans in crisis is one of the most pressing problems impacting society today.  A 
quarter of all the homeless in America are veterans.  Many are physically disabled or 
suffering from PTSD, yet receive no financial assistance from government agencies, 
either because they don’t know how to get their benefits or because there are over one 
million claims backlogged up to two years. The Vets Returning Home program is 
structured to lead veterans to become independent wage earners and tax payers, and 
have a positive impact on their community.  They have numerous collaborating and 
supporting partners that allow them to provide the professional guidance required to 
lead veterans through their crisis and back into society. 
 

6/5/16 
Veteran’s Treatment Court 

6:00 to 6:30 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Substance abuse or mental health treatment is offered as an alternative to 
incarceration. Typically, veteran mentors assist with the programs. An important issue 
that has to be addressed is the eligibility for veteran's courts in terms of whether 
charges involving felonies or crimes of violence will be allowed.  Utilizing Veteran’s 
Treatment Court instead of incarcerating veterans helps to guide them toward being 
productive members of their communities, getting work, holding onto jobs and 
contributing to the economic health of their neighborhoods. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6/12/16 
Blight Boot Camp 

6:00 to 6:15 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Blight Bootcamp is a component of the Detroit Future City 2014 ‘Spring into Action’ 
campaign, which seeks to create linkages around blight removal activities taking place 
across the city. Blight elimination initiatives from the grassroots to the federal level are 
on-going in Detroit to improve quality of life. These initiatives, while significant, 
would benefit from connecting to additional resources to inform stakeholders and the 
community, provide technical support, link to community initiated plans and projects, 
and ultimately, stabilize neighborhoods. To address this, Detroit Future City has 
identified blight elimination as one its 2014 initiatives under the priority “Stabilize 
Neighborhoods.” Detroit Future City Implementation Office, along with 
community partners, realize it is vital to acknowledge the work currently underway in 
Detroit’s neighborhoods, make the proper connections between the work and 
the Strategic Framework, empower organizations to increase their scope and capacity, 
and shed light on the variety of blight interventions and tools available outside of 
demolition. Blight elimination has been deemed a priority by the City of Detroit.  
 

6/29/16 
Detroit Shines 
6:00 to 6:30 

30-minutes of a 60-minute program 
 
Detroit native Joshua Brent shines a light on some the newest gems in the city of 
Detroit. He talks about the history of business in the city and raises awareness about 
the ever-growing entrepreneurial spirit.  From large businesses like Quicken Loans to 
microbreweries to the redevelopment of Riverfront, Brent offers an insider’s peek at the 
continuing growth of the city.  He talks about the Parade Company which spearheads 
the annual fireworks and the Thanksgiving Day parade. He also offers some historical 
insight into those who helped to build the city and make it great. 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH:  
 

4/3/16 
South Oakland Shelter 

6:30 to 7:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
For over 30 years, South Oakland Shelter has been ending homelessness for 
individuals and families in crisis. With an emphasis on homeless prevention, sustainable 
housing solutions, and career development, SOS implements strategies and programs 
that provide realistic options for homeless and at-risk people seeking stabilization and 
self-sufficiency. 

 
 



4/10/16 
Turning Point Macomb 

6:15 to 6:45 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Turning Point’s philosophy is to work toward ending the use of violence as a means of 
oppressing and controlling others and endorses the concept of helping people assume 
power over their lives. Turning Point serves the community by educating about the 
dynamics of domestic violence and sexual assault, and as a voice advocating for the 
people we serve. Turning Point is dedicated to the development and promotion of model 
programs that address the root causes of violence, and to the enhancement of the 
quality of life for present and future generations. 
 

4/24/16 
Affirmations 
6:00 to 6:30 

30-minutes of a 60-minute program 
 
Affirmations is a 501 © 3 nonprofit organization. They are housed in a multi-use facility 
in downtown Ferndale. Affirmations provides a welcoming space where people of all 
sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions can find support and 
unconditional acceptance.  

 
5/1/16 

Stamp Out Hunger 
6:15 to 6:30 

15-minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

Every second Saturday in May, letter carriers in more than 10-thousand cities and 
towns across America collect the goodness and compassion of their postal customers, 
who participate in the NALC Stamp Out Hunger National Food Drive — the largest one-
day food drive in the nation. Led by letter carriers represented by the National 
Association of Letter Carriers the drive has delivered more than one billion pounds of 
food the past 24 years. Carriers collect non-perishable food donations left by mailboxes 
and in post offices and deliver them to local community food banks, pantries and 
shelters.  
 

5/15/16 
Guardians for Animals 

6:00 to 6:15 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Guardians for Animals is dedicated to helping rescues and sanctuaries save the lives of 
abused, neglected and homeless animals.  Last year GFA helped rescue organizations 
save over 33-hundred death row shelter animals. GFA helps to support over 20 no kill 
affiliate rescues who work closely with 12 local shelters to save as many death row 
animals as possible. 
 

 



5/15/16 
Motown Mower Gang 

6:15 to 6:30 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The Detroit Mower Gang kicks grass all over the abandoned parks of Detroit. They put 
horsepower to the ground and keep old playgrounds mowed so that Detroit's kids have 
a place to play. Anyone is welcome. The Detroit Mower Gang is a bunch of do-gooders 
that refuses to let parkland go to waste. Anyone is welcome in the gang, most members 
are people that dislike seeing neighborhoods in decay and feel bad for kids that have no 
place to play.  

 
5/15/16 

Storm Preparedness 
6:45 to 7:00 

15-minutes of a 60-minute program 
 
With tornado season coming it’s important for area residents to understand how to keep 
their homes and families ready and safe. This guest explains the differences about 
various kinds of generators.  He also explains what people should have on hand in their 
homes in case they are without power for an extended period of time.   
 

5/22/16 
Safe Kids USA 

6:30 to 6:45 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Safe Kids USA’s main focus is to keep kids safe & educated by providing information on a wide 
variety of topics. They encourage parents, and kids of all ages to learn as much about safety as 
possible! They offer tips on everything from fire safety, and home safety, to swimming safety, 
and first aid. We also offer both private and group tutoring as well as other educational learning 
programs for children, teens, and adults! Knowledge is power, which is why we do our best to 
educate kids and keep them safe! Today’s segment focused on encouraging safe driving habits 
among teens. 
 

5/29/16 
NHTSA Ultimate Party Foul 

6:00 to 6:15 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Despite the fact that all 50 states have a National Minimum Drinking Age law, young 
drivers under legal drinking age continue to drink and drive. Drivers between 15 and 20 
are involved in 10 percent of all fatal crashes and 32 percent of the drivers in this group 
had a BAC of .01 or higher. While the approach to underage drinking and driving has 
historically focused on a "don't drink at all" message, these harrowing statistics 
indicated a need to create a campaign that educates young drivers that consuming any 
alcohol and driving can have significant consequences. NHTSA, therefore, has 
launched a campaign called the Ultimate Party Foul aimed at highlighting the 
consequences of underage drinking. 
 



5/29/16 
Equality Michigan 

6:15 to 6:30 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Equality Michigan is Michigan's only statewide anti-violence and advocacy organization 
working primarily for Michigan's lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) 
communities. The organization works to create change on a local and state level that 
advances equality and legal protections for the LGBT communities. The group achieves 
change through advocacy services, acts of discrimination from bullying in the 
schoolyard, to wrongful termination in the workplace, to acts of violence committed 
against LGBT people in the community. 
 

5/29/16 
Michigan World War Two Legacy 

6:45 to 7:00 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The Michigan World War II Legacy Memorial is an all-volunteer organization. Many 
board members were active with Honor Flight Michigan. Having forged lasting 
relationships with their beloved World War II veterans, they decided to ensure that the 
contributions of the Greatest Generation would never be forgotten by creating a lasting 
tribute in the form of a memorial in Royal Oak. 
 

6/12/16 
Innocence Project 

6:30 to 6:45 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The Innocence Project works to exonerate innocent people through DNA testing and 
reform the criminal justice system to prevent injustice. This segment focuses on recently 
released Davontae Sanford who was wrongly convicted when he was 14 years old and 
sentenced to life in prison without parole. 
 

6/29/16 
Transgender Rights 

6:30 to 7:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
A transgender boy and his mother talk about, among other things, the latest legislation 
regarding the rights of transgender students in public schools. They dispel 
misconceptions and talk about need for change. 
 
 
 



HEALTH: 
 

4/17/16 
Breast Cancer Screening Program 

6:45 to 7:00 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Since 1991, the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services has implemented 
a comprehensive Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Navigation Program through a 
multi-year grant from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. With these 
funds, low-income women now have access to life-saving cancer screening services 
and follow-up care, including cancer treatment if that should be needed. BCCCNP 
services are coordinated through 17 local coordinating agencies. These agencies have 
enlisted the cooperation and participation of physicians, hospitals, and other health care 
organizations in their communities to assure that all necessary follow-up services are 
provided. 
 

4/24/16 
Water and Food Safety in Agriculture 

6:30 to 7:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
These segments uncover the realities of how unclean waters seep into our agricultural 
systems and affect our crops and our cattle. The guest reveals ways farmers are 
making changes in their irrigation systems and changing the cycle.  Urban farming is 
part of the picture and, as the guest points out, a way for Detroiters to eat healthier and 
live better lives. 
 

5/1/16 
Ted Lindsay Foundation 

6:30 to 7:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

Ted Lindsay and John Czarnecki, the father of a nine-year-old boy with autism, 
established the Ted Lindsay Foundation in 2001. The foundation raises funds through 
an Annual Celebrity Golf Outing, Wine Tasting and Sing Out 4 Kids Events, as well as 
through sales of autographed sports memorabilia. Since its inception the Ted Lindsay 
Foundation has raised over three million dollars. The mission is to support research and 
educational programs focusing on the cause and management of Autism Spectrum 
Disorders. They work to raise and dispense funds to new and existing research projects 
that focus on the cause and treatment of autism. They also provide funding for training 
programs, educational programs and social services for children with autism. 
 



5/8/16 
The Truth About Safe Water in Michigan 

6:30 to 7:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
These two segments uncovered the realities of the Flint water crisis. Oakland County 
Water Commissioner Jim Nash talks about what needs to be done to ensure the 
region’s water is safe to drink.  Nash advises listeners of proper practices within water 
the system’s organizations and assures them that Oakland County’s water is safe.  He 
talks about what went wrong in Flint and how to keep it from happening again. 
 

5/8/16 
Mental Health Awareness Month 

6:45 to 7:00 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Mental Health Awareness Month has been observed in May in the United States since 
1949.  Mental Health Awareness Month also comes to the United States via the Mental 
Health America organization. During the month, National Health America runs a number 
of activities, which are based on a different theme each year. 
 

5/22/16 
Addiction and Recovery 

6:00 to 6:30 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The guest is a founding member of Unite to Face Addiction-Michigan which is working 
to bring awareness within collaborative efforts of statewide stakeholders. He talks about 
the epidemic of addiction to prescription drugs and what listeners can do to help stop it. 
He also talks about a statewide event on June 2nd at the State Capitol that will bring 
awareness to the increasing systemic issues of addiction.  
 

6/12/16 
Men’s Health 
6:15 to 6:30 

15-minutes of a 60-minute program 
 
Blue Monday is a day to promote and kick off Men’s Health Week, promote men’s 
health engagement, education and advocacy as well as demonstrate a dedicated 
interest in the men’s health movement. As part of Blue Monday, men, women and 
children who wish to support the men in their lives are asked to dress in blue. Men are 
encouraged to plan exercise or a healthy activity in order to be a part of the day.  
Businesses and community organizations are also asked to embrace Blue Monday as 
part of their culture, joining workers together to support the cause. 
 



6/12/16 
Ronald McDonald House of Detroit 

6:45 to 7:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
With guidance from the national McDonald’s Corporation, the doors of RMHC Detroit 
opened in November of 1979, adjacent to the DMC Children’s Hospital of Michigan, 
becoming the 11th Ronald McDonald House location to open. Since the opening of the 
Detroit house, locations have also opened in Ann Arbor and Grand Rapids. There are 
more than 300 Ronald McDonald House locations around the world. These “homes” 
provide a safe and comfortable place for families of sick children. They stay at no 
charge and are able to visit their sick kids in the hospital which is very close by. 
 

6/19/16 
PTSD Awareness 

6:30 to 7:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
In order to bring greater awareness to the issue of posttraumatic stress disorder the 
United States Senate designated June 27th as National PTSD Awareness Day. In 
addition, June has been designated as PTSD Awareness Month by the National Center 
for PTSD.  PTSD is a mental health problem that can occur after someone has been 
exposed to a single traumatic event or multiple traumatic events, such as sexual or 
physical assault, natural or man-made disaster, and war-related combat stress. 
Symptoms of PTSD include persistent intrusive thoughts and distressing dreams about 
the traumatic event, triggered emotional responses to reminders of the trauma, efforts to 
avoid thinking or talking about the trauma, and persistent hyper vigilance for cues 
that indicate additional danger or trauma re-occurring. 
 
 
 
EDUCATION: 
 

4/3/16 
Art and Healing 

6:00 to 6:30 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Detroit Institute of Arts teamed up with the Arts and Health Michigan Committee. The 
committee is made up of representatives from Beaumont Health, Children’s Hospital 
Michigan, Monte Nagler Fine Art and the University of Michigan Health System, to 
showcase the power of art and creativity in human wellness during the Arts and Health 
Symposium on Thursday, April 21 Attendees had the opportunity to learn from leaders 
of southeast Michigan health systems and art organizations about ways to better 
support patients by integrating the arts into care.  
 
 

 
 



4/10/16 
Great Detroit 
6:45 to 7:00 

15-minutes of a 60-minute program 
 

Does Detroit get a bad rap? First-time filmmaker Anthony Brogdon thinks so, and 
wants to set the record straight. His documentary, “The Great Detroit,” takes a 
panoramic look at the city’s history, scenery and people with the explicit intent of 
emphasizing the positive. 
 

4/17/16 
Walk This Way Foundation 

6:00 to 6:45 
45-minutes of a 60- minute program 

 
Bullying in Schools and in business has always been a huge issue and now it is even 
becoming deadly. The Walk This Way Foundation, founded by motivational speaker 
Ronnie Bachman, is dedicated to teaching tolerance and diversity in schools by helping 
to fund anti-bullying programs. 
 

5/15/16 
Music Importance 

6:30 to 6:45 
15-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
The lead cast member of a show playing at the Fisher talks about how music changed 
her life. She addresses the importance of music in the school systems and points out 
how losing these programs is causing long term problems for our kids. 
 

6/5/16 
Michigan Based D-Day Affiliation 

6:30 to 7:00 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Today’s guest is interim director and the Holocaust Memorial Center in Farmington Hills. 
She talks about the need for students to be educated about the events that transpired 
on the beaches of Normandy, marking the beginning of the end of World War Two.  A 
Michigan man, Dr. Guy Stern, played an integral role in the planning of the invasions of 
those beaches and was called to speak this year on D-Day at the site of the invasion 
itself. 
 



6/19/16 
Power of Paint 

6:00 to 6:30 
30-minutes of a 60-minute program 

 
Southfield based Park West Gallery is participating in a program with the goal of proving 
that art is more than an inherent social good, but a crucial, scientifically-substantiated 
boon to childhood development. Since its inception a few years back schools that 
participated in this program have seen dramatic improvements in both English and Math 
scores. They have also experienced a marked reduction in behavioral problems among 
students. The program, that brings art to the nation’s lowest performing schools, 
teaches children to express themselves artistically instead of acting out in unhealthy 
ways. 
 
 
 


