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 “COMMUNITY BRIDGE”  

A 15-Minute Program Heard Designated Saturdays  

at 1:15 AM, 7:15 AM, 1:15 PM, and 5:15 PM 

April – June, 2019 
 

DATE ISSUE GUEST AND DESCRIPTION 
 

April 6 & 20, 

2019 

Explaining Sexual 

Exploitation to 

Philadelphians 

Host:  Calvin Carter 

Guest:  Shea M. Rhodes, Commercial Sexual Exploitation Director and 

Co-Founder, Villanova Law Institute to Address Commercial, 

Philadelphia, PA.  http://cseinstitue.org  

Description:  Shea talked about the need for an informed public 

regarding sexual exploitation and why protecting society from sexual 

predators is critical. 

May 4 & 18, 

2019 

Developing Better 

Local Education 

Host:  Calvin Carter 

Guest:  Mark Gleason, Executive Director, Philadelphia School 

Partnership, Philadelphia, PA.  https://philaschoolpartnership.org  

Description:  Mark explained the Partnership’s work in advocating and 

assisting in the creation of stronger classrooms and better education for 

Philadelphia. 

June 1 & 15, 

2019 

Roadmap for 

Philadelphia Growth 

Host:  Calvin Carter 

Guest:  Yvette Nunez, Vice President of Civic Affairs, Roadmap for 

Growth Lead and PHL Neighborhood for Growth Lead, Chamber of 

Commerce for Greater Philadelphia (Philadelphia, PA).   

www.chamberphl.com  

Description:  Yvette discussed the six-year strategy developed by the 

Chamber to create a more vibrant economy and community. 

 

 

http://cseinstitue.org/
https://philaschoolpartnership.org/
http://www.chamberphl.com/
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April 6, 2019 Medicare recipients 

may improve their 

lives and better 

understand benefits 

through app  

 

(15-minute program) 

Host:  Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Greg Dill, Regional Administrator for Medicare, U.S. Centers 

for Medicare & Medicaid Services (San Francisco, CA).  

www.medicare.gov  

Description:  Greg spoke about a new tool that is available to help 

older adults and others receiving Medicare better understand their 

benefits.  One of the new tools is the “The What’s Covered” app that 

shows the general cost, coverage, and eligibility details for medical 

services covered by Medicare.  He also talked about other digital tools 

that are available, out-of-pocket cost estimates, preventive services, 

cancer detection, and hospice care. 

April 13, 2019 Equipping 

individuals to 

respond to conflict in 

biblical ways  

 

(30-minute program) 

Host:  Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Brian DeCook, Attorney and Executive Director, Peacefire 

(Fort Wayne, IN).  www.peacefire.net  

Description:  PeaceFire started in 2004 as a conflict resolution service 

in which people could come and resolve their conflicts without going 

to court.  It has grown over the past 15 years and now provides 

resources and services to equip and encourage individuals to seek the 

Lord’s will amid conflict.  Brian shared biblical examples of how the 

Lord handled conflict and relayed biblical stories and how those stories 

can be mirrored in today’s world.  Brian explained Peacefire’s 

algorithm which is: P (Presence of the Lord) + P (His Purpose) + P 

(His Power) = P (Transforming Peace).  PeaceFire also offers free 

courses to anyone seeking more information about this subject 

matter.  One course they offer is The Two Fires of Conflict which 

encourages individuals to change his or her response to conflict and 

become a person that Jesus Christ can use as His ambassador of 

reconciliation.  

April 20, 2019 Understanding the 

neurological disorder 

of Parkinson’s 

Disease 

 

(15-minute program) 

Host: Jennifer Burkhiser 

Guest:  Dr. Terra L. Hussar, MD, Penn State Hershey Neurology and 

Christian Medical & Dental Association (Hershey, 

PA).  www.pennstatehershey.org  

Description:  Parkinson’s disease is a progressive nervous system 

disorder that affects movement.  Around 10 million people world-wide 

live with the disease, with 60,000 newly diagnosed annually.  More 

common in older adults, the cause of Parkinson’s disease is when 

certain nerve cells (neurons) in the brain gradually break down or 

die.  When dopamine levels decrease, it causes abnormal brain activity 

which leads to symptoms of the disease.  In the early stages of 

http://www.medicare.gov/
http://www.peacefire.net/
http://www.pennstatehershey.org/
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Parkinson’s disease, symptoms are mild and go unnoticed, sometimes 

starting with a barely noticeable tremor in just one hand.  Some 

symptoms can be managed with medications.  Over time, however, 

other complications occur - such as slowed movement, loss of balance, 

bladder problems, cognitive difficulties, etc.  Dr. Hussar gave some 

examples on how individuals can be supportive to others with the 

disease.  She recommended disease or foundation-specific websites, 

hospital-based organizations and www.webmd.com.  

April 27, 2019 How forgiveness is 

transforming the 

church and today’s 

“Samaritans” 

 

 

(30-minute program) 

Host:  Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Dr. Scott Larson, President and CEO, Straight Ahead 

Ministries (Worcester, MA).  www.straightahead.org  
Description:  What started as a dream to have Bible Study for kids in 

detention centers 30 years ago has developed into leadership amongst 

incarcerated juveniles.  Dr. Larson talked about the similarities 

between the Samaritans in Jesus’ time to the ‘Samaritans’ of 

today.  Today, with approximately 25% of the world’s prisoners 

residing in the United States, Straight Ahead Ministries is following 

Jesus’ commandment to “Go ye into all the world, preach the 

gospel…”   Unfortunately, about 80% of the youth who are locked up 

have been the targets of gunshots and about 65% have witnessed 

someone being murdered or killed.  The trauma those kids have 

witnessed and lived through makes an impact on how they 

behave.   Straight Ahead ministries provides a faith-based juvenile 

ministry to youth in juvenile facilities.  Online training is available 

through the Institute of Juvenile Justice Ministries (IJJM) to help 

prepare individuals working with kids (www.ijjm.org).  Courses 

include Kids in Trauma, Creative Conflict Resolution, Cultural 

Competency, How to Teach for Transformation, etc.  Each course is 

approximately 30-45 minutes in length.  At the end of the 15 courses, 

participants receive a certificate in Juvenile Justice Ministries from 

IJJM.  Dr. Larson talked about how Christians are bound more by 

unforgiveness and how Straight Ahead Ministries is working on 

building an army of God’s people so that every child is reached with 

the Good News of Christ.    

May 4, 2019 Concern for the 

unborn 

 

(15-minute program) 

 

Host:  Jennifer Burkhiser 

Guests:  Paul Batura, Vice President of Communications, Focus on the 

Family (Colorado Springs, CO).  www.focusonthefamily.com  

Description:   Focus on the Family hosted an event, “Alive from New 

York,” on May 4th, 2019, in Times Square.  The event culminates the 

http://www.webmd.com/
http://www.straightahead.org/
http://www.ijjm.org/
http://www.focusonthefamily.com/
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ministry’s 12-week ‘See Life Clearly’ campaign.  Highlighting that the 

nation is at a crossroads when it comes to the subject of life, what 

better place to bring such an amazing event than to the crossroads of 

the world - New York City?  This will be the largest pro-life event in 

the history of Times Square.  The event will feature Benjamin Watson, 

Francesca Battistelli, and other inspirational speakers, but the highlight 

of the event will be a live 4D ultrasound broadcast on the large screens 

– an image that will be a first for a lot of people attending the 

event.  4D images add depth, color and are a snapshot of what is going 

on in the womb – like opening a window to the womb.  Paul mentioned 

that every child has remarkable potential to do remarkable things but to 

do those things, the child has to be given a chance at life.  Over 60 

million babies have not been given that change.  One must question 

what we have deprived ourselves of that culture.  He said every 

element of life is poorer because we have fewer people here and this 

event is about fighting for those people who do not have a voice.  Our 

guest urged listeners to find common ground with those who oppose 

them on this issue and work from there.  One place to start is adoption. 

May 11, 2019 The impact of a 

Christ-centered 

education for young 

people 

  

(30-minute program) 

Host: Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Edward Earwood, President, North American Christian School 

Accrediting Agency (NACSAA) (Columbia, South Carolina) and 

Bryan Wilson, Administrator, Harford Christian School, (Darlington, 

MD). www.nacsaa.org and www.harfordchristian.org  

Description:  Our guests spoke about the challenges with which youth 

in America are faced when it comes to today’s culture, as well as 

education’s role.  They gave insight into the work their organization is 

doing to help individuals understand the vast benefits of accreditation 

schools, focusing on the impact of accreditation from a local school’s 

perspective - and what it may mean for the Christian parent.  Edward 

shared how his organization has partnered with Christian educational 

systems and how they develop and maintain accreditation standards 

and protocols, while Bryan shared the educational subjects and how he 

has seen a transformation in families with children attending a 

Christian school.    

May 18, 2019 Equine therapy can 

help veterans 

navigate through life 

difficulties  

 

Host: Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Megghan McQueeney, President and COO, BraveHearts 

(Harvard, Illinois).  www.braveheartsriding.org  

Description:  Situated on approximately 20 acres just outside Harvard, 

Illinois, is a facility that houses veterans’ programming, as well as 

http://www.nacsaa.org/
http://www.harfordchristian.org/
http://www.braveheartsriding.org/
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(15-minute program) therapeutic riding, carriage driving, retreats, drill teams, trail rides, a 

chapel, and more.  BraveHearts is known internationally and 

throughout the country, serving veterans at no charge.  They are an 

accredited center for Professional Association of Therapeutic 

Horsemanship international (PATH Intl.).  BraveHearts has an array of 

services for people with traumatic brain injuries, autism, learning 

deficiencies, Down’s Syndrome, depression, PTSD, etc.  Horses used 

in the treatment go through extensive training and are known as 

“angels in fur.”  There are a multitude of benefits from equine 

therapy.  Megghan shared a touching story of a veteran who struggled 

with life difficulties who went through the training and ended up 

teaching others - helping overcome similar struggles once endured.  

May 25, 2019 Assistance for 

homeschooling 

families 

 

(30-minute program) 

Host: Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Dianne Tavares, Program Manager, HSLDA Compassion, 

(Purcellville, VA).  www.hslda.org/compassion   

Description:  Dianne informed about Home School Legal Defense 

Association (HSLDA) Compassion and its mission and 

vision.  HSLDA was founded in 1983 by 2 homeschool dads, lawyers 

who saw the need to have homeschooling for children made legal at 

that time.  It was formed to help protect and promote the right of 

parents to teach their children at home and can pass on their family 

values to their children, if they so desire.  HSLDA has grown to 

become the largest advocacy organization for homeschooling in the 

United States.  The organization continues to equip homeschool 

families to bring out the best in their children.  Centered around a legal 

department that represents 84,000-member families, HSDLA works 

with support groups around the country to follow litigation and laws 

coming up in the state and federal governments to ensure 

homeschoolers are well represented in legislation.  HSLDA also 

focuses on helping parents in educational consulting.  The charitable 

arm of HSLDA is HSLDA Compassion.  It started in 1999 when a 

homeschooling dad gave the organization a significant donation to 

allow them to give grants to widows who wanted to continue 

homeschooling after the death of a spouse but could no longer afford 

the curriculum and materials needed to continue.  Since 2000, HSLDA 

Compassion has given out well over 5,000 grants to homeschooling 

widows, totaling more than $3.5 million.  Dianne informed listeners of 

the programs offered through HSLDA Compassion, such as grants, an 

Ambassador Program, and Compassion Curriculum Grants.  

http://www.hslda.org/compassion
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June 1, 2019 Equipping 

consumers to avoid 

the latest scams 

 

(15-minute program) 

Host: Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Katherine Hutt, National Spokesperson, Council of Better 

Business Bureaus, Inc. (New York City, NY).  www.bbb.org  

Description:  Katherine informed about the Better Business Bureau 

(BBB), a non-profit organization present in over 160 communities 

across North America.  The BBB helps encourage businesses to be the 

best possible and provides consumers with assistance in identifying 

those businesses and helps them deal with the bad businesses and 

scams.  The Scam Tracker Risk Report was developed by the BBB 

because consumers were reporting they had been scammed.  Launched 

about 4 years ago, the Report is available online and is a site where 

people can share with the BBB their stories of being scammed and the 

information is compiled and shared with the public.  The Report is 

made available to the Federal Trade Commission, law enforcement and 

others to help prevent scams.  Law enforcement utilizes the 

information to track down scammers, as the BBB gets about 50,000 

reports of scams a year from consumers.  The BBB analyzes the 

information received and identifies the riskiest scams - determined by 

the volume, susceptibility, percentage of victims, and how much 

money was involved.   According to the data, the top scams in 2018 

were employment, online, fake check/money order and friends/family 

emergency scams.  To learn more, consumers may access 

www.bbb.org/scamtips and www.bbb/org/avoidscams. 

June 8, 2019 The importance of 

fathers in boys’ lives 

 

(30-minute program) 

Host: Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Mark Hancock, CEO, Trail Life USA (Belton, SC). 

www.traillifeusa.com  

Description:  Mark Hancock said, “if we fail this generation, it won’t 

be because we over-challenged them.  It will be because we under-

challenged them.”  He shared how this quote ties into the emphasis of 

Trail Life USA and why it was formed – to be a national character 

development organization for young men, producing godly and 

responsible husbands, fathers, and citizens.  Mark compared how 

today’s society is not challenging boys to excel and how video games 

are stifling their innate need to compete.  He talked about the five (5) 

critical needs of boys, how Trail Life USA is working in lifting boys 

back to their potentials, and what differentiates Trail Life USA from 

other “scouting organizations.”  He also shared stories about how Trail 

Life USA has helped enrich relationships of participating families.   

http://www.bbb.org/
http://www.bbb.org/scamtips
http://www.bbb/org/avoidscams
http://www.traillifeusa.com/
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June 15, 2019 Distracted driving 

may cost lives 

 

(15-minute program) 

Host: Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Lisa Robinson, Senior Program Manager, National Safety 

Council (Itasca, IL).  www.nsc.org  

Description:  Lisa shared some common examples of distracted driving 

and what is happening out on the roads of America every day.  She 

explained why texting and talking on the phone is different than having 

a conversation with a passenger in the car and shared what the latest 

sobering statistics are regarding the effects of distracted driving. After 

giving some recommendations on what people can do to avoid 

distracted driving, she emphasized that parents and grandparents 

should be the example to younger ones watching.   

 

June 22, 2019 Summer camps are 

transforming coaches 

and athletes’ hearts 

for Christ 

 

(30-minute program) 

Host: Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Kellen Cox, Director of Ministry Advancement, Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes (Kansas City, MO).  www.fca.org 

Description:  Kellen talked about the Fellowship of Christian Athletes 

organization and why their mission to lead every coach and athlete into 

a growing relationship with Jesus Christ and his church. This is 

important not only to the coaches and athletes, but also to parents.  

Kellan explained how the theme for this year, “Let’s Go!” was 

selected, then gave a brief explanation of the six (6) different kinds of 

camps that are offered.   He also spoke about leadership and how 

coaches have a profound impact on an athlete’s life.   

June 29, 2019 Engaging with the 

history, narrative, 

and impact of the 

Bible 

 

(30-minute program) 

Host:  Jenny Burkhiser 

Guest:  Ken McKenzie, Chief Executive Officer, Museum of the Bible 

(Washington, D.C.).  www.museumofthebible.org  

Description:  Ken shared with listeners what captured his heart to cause 

him to step away from his many years in the aviation field and become 

a part of Museum of the Bible.  He explained their mission, which is to 

invite all people to engage with the Bible, some of the most popular 

exhibits - such as the Bibles of United States Presidents, self-guided 

tours, and virtual reality exhibits - and comments from people who 

have visited the museum.  Ken also spoke about one of their newest 

exhibits, the Tapestry of Light, an upcoming major exhibition on 

Science and the Bible. He enlightened listeners on what goes into the 

planning stages for new exhibits and offered advice for individuals and 

families people planning to visit the Museum to engage with the Bible, 

whether during Independence Day or throughout the year.   

 

http://www.nsc.org/
http://www.fca.org/
http://www.museumofthebible.org/

