
 

 

KNND Public Interest programming 2020 third quarter 

 

1. Wednesday August 26, Lane County Parks with Parks Manager Brett Henry and Public Information 

Officer Devon Ashbridge, Beeper Call in Talk Show Hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   Henry and Ashbridge began the discussion by outlining the functions of the parks department. Henry 

talked about the number of parks throughout the county, and how his staff met their needs. 

   Henry pointed out that with Covid 19 limiting other recreation opportunities parks had become more 

popular than usual with both residents and visitors. Despite this, the parks department saw a substantial 

decrease in revenue during the complete lock down imposed by Oregon's Governor. Henry explained 

that some services would not be available at some locations for that reason. 

   As part of a long term plan to stabilize parks funding, county staff had been engaged in standing up a 

parks funding task force to examine new funding sources. This process had been suspended do to Covid 

19 however Henry told us that they were resuming their work. 

   Henry discussed capital improvements at parks throughout the county. Those included the Hendricks 

Bridge Boat Ramp, and Arbitrage Small Dog Park. Because of its location near Cottage Grove, Mount 

Pisgah was discussed at some length. 

   As a result of some questions frequently posed by local residents, Reiten asked Henry to distinguish 

between lands managed by Lane County Parks, and the Army Corps of engineers. This was because the 

corps had banned the consumption of alcohol at sights much to the dismay of local campers. 

   Comments and questions by callers were also addressed. 

 

2. Wednesday September 23, Emergency response to Wildfires, Lane County Administrator Steve 

Mokrohiski, Beeper Call in Talk Show Hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   At the time of this broadcast, the Holliday Farm Fire east of Springfield had burned over 173000 acres 

and destroyed over 600 structures, most of which were homes. Mokrohiski outlined how, when weather 

conditions seemed quite likely to spark fires, staff was called in and an emergency operations center was 

set up. Mokrohiski discussed the functions of the EOC, and the personnel that staff it. He also talked 

about the challenges setting up a second EOC since a somewhat similar EOC established for the CINVID 

19 response was still operating. 

   Mokrohiski also gave an update on evacuees, saying that around 800 were housed in motels or with 

friends and family throughout the county and beyond. Responding to concerns about the rebuilding 

process, Mokrohiski discussed what public works and land management staff would be doing. Because 

many homes that had been lost were older, he addressed the challenges with rebuilding structures to 

comply with modern day land use laws. He said that in an event like a wildfire, state law would allow 



 

 

some property owners to rebuild and be grandfathered in under old codes if they could begin rebuilding 

within a year. Reiten asked if the legislature might be able to extend the time for the waver, and 

Mokrohiski said that this would be explored. 

   Mokrohiski gave updates on the county's COVID 19 response, a proposed name change for the county, 

and efforts to float a bond for a new court house. Questions from callers were also addressed. 

 

3. Thursday August 27, Reopening Local Schools, with South Lane School District Superintendent Yvonne 

Curtis, Beeper Call in Talk Show Hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   Reiten and Curtis began the broadcast by going over the latest updates on public health metrics 

released by the Oregon Health Authority and the Oregon Department of Education. These metrics would 

be the key deciding factor in whether students would be able to resume in person learning in the fall. 

The return of students to the classrooms would depend on state and county Covid 19 case numbers 

being at or below certain thresholds. 

   Following up on issues discussed at a virtual school board meeting attended by Reiten, Curtis was 

asked about the school would look like once students returned. Curtis explained that kindergarten 

through third grades would return first. This is because foundational concepts taught in those early 

grades are almost impossible to cover remotely. Students would be split up into smaller groups or 

cohorts. The idea behind these smaller groups is a particular student would be in regular contact with no 

more than 100 other students, from the time they got on a school bus, through their day in the 

classroom and their return trip home. Curtis also discussed the fact that students would be required to 

wear a mask, and have their temperature checked. A caller asked about Covid testing at the school 

district level, and Curtis said that this was not included in the plan. 

   Curtis discussed the concept of comprehensive distance learning. Curtis detailed efforts undertaken by 

her staff to ensure that the process of remote learning would be far smoother than the hastily 

developed online curriculum that had been used when Oregon Governor Kate Brown shut down schools 

in March. She also discussed how students on IEPS or who lacked internet access would be permitted to 

return to school buildings in small numbers. 

   Curtis also addressed various questions posed by callers. 

 

4. Monday August 31, Cottage Grove Transit Development Plan with Ruth Linos executive director of 

South Lane Wheels and Syd Shoaf and Rachel Dorfman with Lane Council of Governments, and Mark 

Bernard region 2 Transit Coordinator with the Oregon Department of Transportation, Beeper Call in Talk 

Show Hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   The panel of guests began by introducing themselves and discussing the Cottage Grove Transit 

development plan in Broad strokes. Syd Shoaf explained that there were multiple agencies involved in 



 

 

the project including, South Lane Wheels, Lane Transit district, Lane council of Governments, the city of 

Cottage Grove, and the Oregon Department of Transportation. 

   Shoaf and Dorfman explained how the planning effort was funded by a state transportation grant and 

defined some of the commonly used terminology. They also detailed some of the transportation 

methods that would be included in the plan. 

   Linos explained the role of South Lane wheels, the current services provided by that organization, and 

what could be coming in the future. The panel discussed some of the challenges with implementing 

mass transit options in a more rural area. 

   The main purpose in gathering the transportation panel was to acquaint listeners with the plan and to 

discuss a survey that would be central to its development. This electronic survey would explore how 

local residents used or did not use the existing transportation options. The survey would also ask about 

what would need to be offered to induce residents to use public transportation more. 

   Linos also discussed her agency's current operations as it dealt with COVID 19. Other questions from 

callers were addressed. 

 

5. Tuesday August 4, Current issues in the city of Creswell. With City counselor Kevin Prociw, Beeper Call 

in Talk Show, hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   Prociw began the program by giving an update on the public safety situation in Creswell. He gave a 

recap of a recent increase in the public safety fee charged on the city utility bills which added one 

addition deputy sheriff to the city's contract with the Lane County Sheriff's office. He mentioned that a 

few deputies assigned to the Creswell contract had been moved and promoted. 

   Following the death of George Floyd, a black man killed by police in Minnesota, there had been 

conversations, even in smaller communities, about making fundamental changes to the police 

departments. Prociw said that although Creswell leadership was interested in having those discussions, 

the anti-police sentiment was not near as strong as in large cities. 

Prociw mentioned that the commanding sergeant hosts a monthly event, called Coffee with a Cop. He 

expressed disappointment that the event wasn't better attended by community members. 

   The on air discussion moved to a racial equity ordinance being considered by the counsel. Prociw 

discussed the possibility of an equity commission comprised of volunteers that would bring to the full 

city council ideas on how to reduce the impacts of what some community members see as systemic 

racism. 

   Prociw and Reiten discussed the impacts of COVID 19 on the city budget, and Reiten asked for an 

update on city services and how they were being provided. 



 

 

   Like many cities, Creswell badly needs more funding for road maintenance. Prociw and Reiten 

discussed a recent decision by the counsel to pause efforts to add a local gas tax on the November 

ballot. 

   Other routine matters were discussed and updated. 

 

6. Wednesday July 22, Covid 19 contact tracing, with Lane County Public Information officer Devon 

Ashbridge, and contact tracer David Atman, Beeper Call in Talk Show Hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 

AM. 

   Following Introductions, Ashbridge and Atman gave an overview of the Covid 19 Tracing program in 

Lane County. This broadcast was set up following questions posed by KNND listeners and on local social 

media groups. 

   As of this broadcast, Lane County had 24 volunteer contact tracers actively working, with more being 

trained and recruited. A contact tracing program at the county level was one of the benchmarks set by 

the state of Oregon that would have to be met before a county could start the reopening process. Prior 

to Covid 19, contact tracing was an unfamiliar concept to many Americans, county health staff have long 

used a similar process to deal with out brakes of other communicable diseases. 

   Responding to a question from a caller, Atman detailed his training and his relationship with Lane 

County public health. Ashbridge explained that, like other county volunteers, contact tracers are 

required to submit to and pass a background check. 

   Atman explained that, in most cases, the contact tracer would reach out by phone. With the 

prevalence of scam calls, Adman and Ashbridge discussed the best ways to confirm the legitimacy of a 

call. These include noting questions a contact tracer would and would not ask, and verifying a tracer's 

identity with public health. 

   Atman and Ashbridge outlined what the first contact would look like, and what the next steps would 

be. They also explained the difference between contact tracers and disease investigators. 

   Atman and Ashbridge also discussed plans in place to help those in quarantine with tasks like getting 

groceries and anything else they may need. Addressing concerns from callers, Atman and Ashbridge also 

discussed what would be done if someone refused to quarantine when advised to do so. 

7. Thursday August 20, Housing and rehabilitation for Homeless Lane County Veterans, with Veterans 

Legacy Executive Director Dan Buckwald, Beeper Call in Talk Show hosted by Cindy Weeldreyer, 9-10 

AM. 

   The broadcast began with an introduction by long time community member and newspaper columnist 

Don Williams. Williams Introduced Buckwald, and talked about his long experience with Camp Alma, 

now known as Veterans Legacy. Camp Alma in rural Western Lane County, had been a work camp for 



 

 

non-violent offenders. As discussed in a previous broadcast, the camp had been closed due to budget 

shortfalls at the county. After sitting empty for a few years, the camp property had been sold to 

Veterans Legacy for 1 dollar. 

   Buckwald explained that the idea behind Veterans Legacy was to rehabilitate homeless vets suffering 

from conditions like substance abuse and PTSD. He discussed the structure of his organization. He said 

that a key difference between his program and other treatment programs for vets was that his goal was 

to empower vets by helping them figure out for themselves what their needs were, instead of telling 

them what their needs are. 

   Buckwald had been on the broadcast shortly after the camp opened earlier in the year. He said that 

since the camp opened, a total of 7 vets had come and gone. One vet graduated the program, and two 

others moved on, because the camp were not a good fit for their personalities. Four vets, at the time of 

this broadcast, were in residents at the camp. He said that his goal was to grow the organization to the 

point that 40 vets could be housed at the camp. 

   Buckwald discussed his efforts to bring training for a variety of skills and jobs to the camp. He said that 

vets were asked to work four hours a day. Their tasks might include cleaning, repairing and rebuilding 

parts of the camp, working in the gardens or greenhouses. 

   Buckwald talked about fund raisers for the camp that had happened over the summer, and upcoming 

events. He also discussed other ways the community had helped his organization with in kind donations, 

and how people could still continue to do so. Other miscellaneous questions about Camp Alma were 

also addressed. 


