
 

 

KNND Public Interest Programming 2020 First Quarter 

1. Monday Jan 6, Oregon Legislature, Oregon District 4 Senator Floyd Prozanski Beeper Call in Show 

Hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM.  

   The conversation centered on preparations for and likely bills to be introduced in the upcoming 2020 

session of the Oregon Legislature. Senator Prozanski reminded listeners that the session would be 35 

days in duration and would primarily focus on budget adjustments and technical fixes to bills passed in 

the 2019 long session. Even though the short session is not supposed to be used to adopt major policies, 

Senator Prozanski said that lawmakers would be able to introduce a limited number of bills. When asked 

by Reiten to explain why the legislature had a history of using the short sessions to address major 

policies, the senator said that lawmakers had to be allowed to introduce a certain number of bills to 

keep them interested in showing up for the session. 

   Prozanski and Reiten discussed, at some length, a failed carbon emissions bill that had resulted in a 

republican lead senate walk out in 2019. The issue was relevant to the 2020 session, because Democrat 

Governor Kate Brown had made it clear she planned to ask the democrat controlled legislature to tackle 

it again. Poling showed that the carbon emissions bill to be highly unpopular with Oregonians. This 

sentiment was echoed by callers voicing their opposition to the plan which was expected to raise fuel 

and energy costs and put additional requirements on many businesses. Senator Prozanski sought to 

reassure listeners that given what happened in 2019, the issue would unlikely to gain traction in the 

short 2020 session. 

   Senator Prozanski answered questions and addressed comments from callers. He also discussed 

committees he sat on and his own bills he planned to sponsor. 

 

2. January 22, Lane County Assessment and Taxation, Assessor Mike Cowles, Beeper Call in Talk Show 

Hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   Cowles began the broadcast by explaining that the county Department of Assessment and taxation is 

responsible for collecting and distributing property tax revenue to all taxing districts county wide. This 

includes not only the county and cities, but such districts as school and fire districts. 

   A common question for property tax payers in Oregon is the difference between market value and 

assessed value. Cowles explained that because of caps put in place by ballot measures 5, 47, and 50, 

assessed value was often, though not always, lower than market value. 

 

   Cowles also discussed the foreclosure process, and steps his office would take to help tax payers avoid 

foreclosure. Deferral programs were also described and discussed. 



 

 

   His staff would visit neighborhoods periodically. Also, homes and businesses with recent construction 

permits would be reassessed individually once the work was finished. 

   Cowles talked about his staff levels and addressed questions posed by callers throughout the program. 

 

3. February 12, Lane County Sheriff's Office, Interim Sheriff Cliff Harold, Beeper Call in Show Hosted by 

Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

 

   Although Cliff Harold had been on the Beeper Show in the past, this would be his first visit as Sheriff of 

Lane County. Following the retirement of Byron Trap in April of 2019, Harold was promoted from the 

position of chief deputy to serve out the remainder of Trap's term. Harold talked about his career in law 

enforcement including time with the Cottage Grove Police, and his various positions while a Lane County 

deputy. 

   Sheriff Harold discussed his transition period and what he wanted to try to improve moving forward. A 

skeleton patrol force had been a long standing problem in rural Lane County. With few deputies on the 

roads, only the most serious calls involving a risk to life and personal safety could be responded to. In 

most cases, property crime victims don't see a deputy in person, but either report by phone or fill out 

forms themselves. The shortage of patrol deputies was, and continues to be, a result of a lack of funds. 

Various potential remedies were discussed. 

   In answer to some budget questions posed by callers, Sheriff Harold discussed funding of the sheriff's 

office, explaining that much of the revenue is derived from property taxes. He also spoke about state 

and federal money his office received for specific purposes. 

 

   The issue of illegal immigration was raised as well. Sheriff Harold explained that it was not the policy of 

his department to notify federal authorities when they came in contact with someone whose 

immigration status is questionable. He said, however, that his department routinely cooperates with 

federal authorities if they wish to detain someone being held in the county on other charges. 

 

4. Tuesday Feb 4, Creswell City Counsel, Counselors Martha McReynolds Jr, and Kevin Prociw, Beeper 

Call in Talk Show Hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   In response to requests from Creswell Listeners, McReynolds and Prociw came in to discuss Creswell 

administration and some current issues. The phone lines were opened and callers were given 

opportunity to pose questions. 



 

 

   A considerable portion of the segment was spent discussing public safety. The Lane County Sheriff's 

office is under contract to provide police services within the city of Creswell. The deputies are funded by 

a public safety fee paid by utility customers. With property crime on the rise, Creswell officials and 

citizens had been considering adding additional deputies. McCreynolds and Prociw talked about a public 

safety survey that residents could participate in. The survey would be used to determine how the city 

would move forward. Prociw also described the neighborhood watch program and its important role in 

reporting criminal activity to law enforcement. 

   Though still in its early stages, McReynolds and Prociw discussed the adoption of the 2020-21 budget. 

The counselors described the local budget process and the importance of citizen involvement with the 

budget committee. Some general budget details were also given. 

 

5. February 24, City of Cottage Grove Public works and Community development with Director Faye 

Stewart, Beeper Call in Talk Show hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   As Stewart had not appeared on the program in some time, the discussion started with a brief 

description of what his job entails. 

   From introductions, the conversation progressed to road maintenance and repairs being conducted by 

the city. Road funding was discussed, along with a substantial backlog of projects unable to be 

completed do to a lack there of. Stewart and Reiten also discussed a recent report given to the city 

council detailing the condition of every street in the city. This report showed how the city compared 

with other communities around Oregon, and what streets needed to be prioritized for immediate work. 

   Stewart and Reiten also discussed work being done on the membrane system at the city water 

treatment plant. In response to a question from a caller, Stewart described the plant and its capacity 

both at present, and for future growth. 

6. Thursday Jan 30, Requests for the City of Cottage Grove to fight man made climate change, Rosemary 

Foraker and Rob Dickinson Beeper Call in Talk Show hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

   As members of the recently formed Cottage Grove Climate Action Coalition, Foraker and Dickinson 

came to talk about their desire to see Cottage Grove take aggressive action to fight man made climate 

change. Members of this coalition and other supports had given testimony before the Cottage Grove 

city council over the past several months. They requested meetings with City Manager Richard Meyers 

and Mayor Jeff Gowing. They asked the city to declare a climate emergency and become emission free 

by 2030.  

   During the broadcast, Foraker and Dickinson gave data they said supported their position. Much of the 

program consisted on callers commenting on the various points raised by the guests. 

   Foraker and Dickinson also spoke about a climate town hall scheduled for March. 



 

 

 

7. Covid 19, 

This issue was covered from various angles. Programs discussing various aspects are listed as follows. 

A. Monday March 16, County public Health and government response to COVID 19, with East Lane 

County Commissioner Heather Buch Beeper Call in Talk show Hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

B. Monday March 23, COVID 19 response Changes to Operations in the city of Cottage Grove with City 

Manager Richard Meyers Beeper Call in Talk Show Hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 

C. Friday March 20, Covid 19 response by South Lane County Fire and Rescue with Chief John Wooten, 

Beeper Call in Talk Show hosted by Cameron Reiten 9-10 AM. 


