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QUARTERLY ISSUES TOPIC REPORT 
July - September 2008 

 
 
Local Programming 
 
Front and Center With Ray Hardman 
Public Affairs, Weekly 
Fridays at 8:30 p.m., Sundays at 10:00 a.m. and Mondays at 11:30 p.m. 
30 minutes 
 
This weekly series offers provides coverage of a variety of national and local issues ranging from 
the war in Iraq to features on art & cultural organizations.  Topics during the past 3 months 
include wrap up of the 2008 CT Legislative session, cyber safety, income tax disparity, Christian-
Muslim relations and an interview with CT Congressman Joe Courtney. 
 
Local Lens 
History, Public Affairs, Art & Culture 
Sundays @ 6p.m.  
30 – 60 minute documentaries 
 
This CPTV initiative is designed to bring together CPTV with local non-profits, independent 
producers to provide content of interest to our local viewers.  Topics may range from profiling the 
works of local non-profits, integrate new social/educational initiatives, highlight local history and 
places of interest and develop new talent in the areas of production and editing.  Topics for this 
time frame include New Haven’s Grove Street Cemetery, the 20th anniversary of the swim across 
Long Island Sound and aging in place for disabled individuals. 
 
Music And Early Childhood 
Documentary/Music/Child Development 
30-minutes 
Wednesday, October 8 @ 8:00p.m. 
 
This encore presentation of a CPTV classic features the work of John Feierabend, a renowned 
author and Professor of Music at The Hartt School.   Feierabend is considered one of the leading 
authorities on music and movement development in early childhood. Feierabend’s work inspired 
the new PBS children’s series and CPTV National Presentation,  
 
WNPR/CPTV Congressional Debates 2008 – 4th Congressional District 
Public Affairs/Election/Civic Engagement 
2 hours 
Thursday, Oct. 16 @ 7p.m. 
 
CPTV & WNPR covered the 4th district debate at Fairfield University between incumbent 
Christopher Shays (R) and challenger Jim Himes (D) 
 
WNPR/CPTV Congressional Debates 2008 – 2nd Congressional District 
Public Affairs/Election/Civic Engagement 
90-minutes 
Sunday, Oct. 26 @ 1:00p.m. 
90-minutes 
CPTV & WNPR coverage of the debate between incumbent Joseph Courtney (D) and challenger 
Sean Sullivan (R) 
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WNPR/CPTV Congressional Debates 2008 – 5th Congressional District 
Public Affairs/Election/Civic Engagement 
90-minutes 
Sunday, Oct. 26 @ 3:00p.m. 
90-minutes 
 
CPTV & WNPR coverage of the debate between incumbent Chris Murphy (D) and challenger 
David Capiello (R) 
 
Lomax: The Hound of Music 
Children’s Series/Education/Music 
13/30-minute 
Begins Saturday, October 18 @ 9:30p.m.Saturday’s @ 9:30a.m. and Sunday’s @7:30a.m.  
 
Meet the program’s melody-obsessed hound, his cohort Delta, the blues-singing feline, and their 
human friend, Amy. They’ll take young viewers on an exciting adventure as they travel across the 
heartland by train discovering our nation’s diverse musical heritage.   
 
Front & Center Special Town Meeting – Financial Crisis 
Public Affairs/Civic Engagement/Business/Finance 
60-minutes 
Friday, Oct. 24 @ 8:30p.m., Sunday, Oct. 26 @ 10a.m. and Monday, Oct. 27 @ 11:00p.m. 
 
Host Ray Hardman, panelist and studio audience explore the current financial crisis.  Now that 
American tax dollars were sent to save Wall Street, will American jobs and retirement savings 
return to Main Street? 
 
Opening Doors, Opening Minds 
Documentary/Mental Health 
30-minutes 
Thursday, October 30 @ 9:00p.m.; Friday, Dec. 26 @ 8:30p.m. 
 
The first of the 3-part series which explores the various mental health issues facing Connecticut 
residents.  Children’s mental health issues are specifically explored in the opening episode. 
 
180 with Janet Peckinpaugh 
Interview/Art & Culture 
30-minutes 
Thursday, November 6 @ 8:30p.m.; Monday, Nov. 10 @ 11:00p.m.; Sunday, Nov. 16 @ 
10:30a.m. 
 
Peckinpaugh interviews celebrities as well as other Connecticut residents about how they were 
able to cope with personal tragedies and turn their lives around. She talks to Hollywood writer 
Dominick Dunne about overcoming the murder of his daughter and a drug problem, while actress 
Susan Saint James opens up about the untimely death of her son, Teddy, who died in a plane 
crash four years ago.  In addition, musician John Denner talks about how he achieved his dream 
of playing the electric guitar despite all odds. Finally, Peckinpaugh draws inspiration from Susan 
Menefee who, with the help of life coach L. Kay Wilson, worked her way into a management 
position after serving time in prison. 
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Voices In Conflict 
Performance 
60-minutes 
Monday, Nov. 10 @ 9p.m.; Sunday, Nov. 16 @ 6:00p.m. 
 
Drawn from interviews, letters and essays written by Iraqi civilians and American soldiers 
serving in Iraq, Voices in Conflict started as a Wilton High School drama project, landed on off-
Broadway and sparked a national first amendment debate on censorship. 
 
Geno Auriemma You Make the Call 2008 
Sports/Call-In 
60 minutes 
 
Tuesday, Nov. 13 @ 8p.m.; Sunday, Nov. 16 @ 1:00p.m. 
A yearly ritual, Coach Geno Auriemma takes calls and emails from UCONN fans about the 
upcoming season. 
 
Geno Auriemma Show 
Interview/Sports, Seasonal 
30 – 45 minutes 
11/22 @ 12 noon; 12/14 @ 1:30p.m.; 12/31 @ 11:00a.m.  
 
Each episode brings award-winning UCONN Women’s basketball coach Geno Auriemma into 
the CPTV studios to discuss highlights of the past game and the performance of individual 
players through out the season. 
 
UCONN Women’s Basketball 
Sports/Basketball 
2 hours 
11/16 @ 2p.m.; 11/20 @ 7:00p.m.; 11/22 @ 1:00p.m.; 11/25 @ 9:00p.m.; 12/03 @ 7:30p.m.; 
12/14 @ 2:30p.m.; 12/19@ 7:00p.m; 12/21 @ 4:30p.m.; 12/28 @ 3:00p.m.; 12/31 @ 12 noon 
 
Continuing coverage of the UCONN Women’s Basketball team. 
 
You’re On the Air: The History of Connecticut Television 
Documentary/History/Broadcast/Nostalgia 
68-minutes 
Monday, Dec. 15 @ 9p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 20 @ 11:00p.m. and Thursday, Dec. 25 @ 10:00p.m. 
 
This CPTV original chronicles the early days of local television, both commercial and private.  
Archival footage of early news & weather broadcasts and favorite children’s series such as 
Ranger Andy and Mr. Goober make for a colorful look at the evolution of television.  Interviews 
with local television personalities and personal remembrances from viewers make for an 
enlightening and entertaining look at Connecticut’s rich broadcast history. 
 
Positively Connecticut 
Art & Culture/Travel/History 
Thursday, 12/18 @ 8:30p.m.; Sunday, 12/21 @ 12:30p.m.; Monday, 12/22 @ 11:00p.m.; 
Saturdays, 12/27 @ 6:30p.m.  
30-minutes 
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Topics in the edition include: We Love A Parade, Stamford, CT.   As a child growing up in NYC I 
attended many Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parades.  That feeling was recaptured as Diane Smith 
was a balloon handler in the UBS Stamford Helium Balloon parade. This extravaganza fills the 
streets of the city with two dozen giant balloons, marching bands and floats. What a thrill to be 
tethered to Miss Piggy! 

Ancient Stories, Modern Times.  It’s winter, and after the holidays are over how about curling up 
on the sofa with a good book?  The Hour I First Believed is Wally Lamb’s first novel in ten years. 
It is a great read, especially for those of us in Connecticut. See how many of the references you 
catch, especially in the novel’s setting of Three Rivers, an amalgam of Norwich, New London, 
and Willimantic.  
 
Crafting Cardboard.  Meet artist Jimmy Grashow.  Last year at the CT Association of Schools 
high school arts awards dinner he mesmerized the audience by building a sculpture from boxes 
and pieces of cardboard while we watched. That piece eventually became Mark Twain, as seen 
in our segment. 
My Little Chickadee.  Ornithologist Gordon Loery researches chickadees and other birds at the 
White Memorial Conservation Center in Litchfield.  The one hundred year old White Memorial 
Foundation is Connecticut's largest wildlife sanctuary. With four thousand acres, thirty five miles 
of hiking trails, camping facilities and the gem like White Memorial Conservation Center and 
Nature Museum at its epicenter, there is something for everyone. Education, conservation and 
research are the guiding principles of the organization. 
 
Women of Innovation.  Each year the CT Technology Council honors women in science and 
technology. Suzy DeGarmo blows up helicopters at Sikorsky to make them safer for our troops at 
war. DeCarol Davis graduated at the top of her class at the US Coast Guard academy. Dr. Liisa 
Kuhn is pioneering stem cell research at the UConn medical center, and Dr. Tracy Romano is  
studying the stress on beluga whales living in Alaska, comparing them with the belugas that live 
at the Mystic Aquarium. 
 
National Programming 
 
Latinos ‘08 
Documentary/Public Affairs/Election 
60 minutes 
Wednesday, Oct. 8 @ 10p.m.; Tuesday, Oct. 14 @ 11:00p.m. and Sunday, Oct. 19 @ 1:00p.m. 
 
Examines the 2008 election through the prism of ethnic politics. Latinos are less cohesive than 
other voting blocs and they do not fit the black/white racial binary that has long shaped American 
politics. The film explores how today's candidates and advocacy groups are trying to mobilize 
and attract this unpredictable group of voters. Another subject of inquiry will be the effectiveness 
or lack thereof - of Latino politicians in advancing Latino interests and promoting Latino unity.  
Debates 2008 NewsHour Specials 
Election/Public Affairs/Civic Engagement 
3/2-hour Debates 
Thursday, Oct. 2 @ 9p.m.; Tuesday, Oct. 7 @ 9:00p.m.; Wednesday, Oct. 15 @ 9:00p.m. 
 
Gwen Ifill, of PBS' THE NEWSHOUR and WASHINGTON WEEK, moderates the vice 
presidential debate between Democrat Joe Biden and the Republican nominee, live from 
Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri. Analysis from THE NEWSHOUR team anchored by  
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Jim Lehrer with David Brooks and Mark Shields follows.  The second Presidential debate was 
hosted by Tom Brokaw and the final debate by Bob Schieffer. 
 
Frontline –The Choice 
Biography/Election Coverage/Public Affairs 
2-hours 
Tuesday, Oct. 14 @ 9p.m., Sunday, Oct. 26 @ 9p.m. 
 
It is one of the most memorable presidential elections in decades. It is a race that pits the 
iconoclast John McCain against the newcomer Barack Obama; the heroic former prisoner of war  
against the first African-American major party nominee. For two hours, the 20th-anniversary 
broadcast of "The Choice" examines the rich personal and political biographies of these men and 
goes behind the headlines to discover how they arrived at this moment and what their very 
different candidacies say about America. 
 
Independent Lens – Dinner with the President 
Documentary/Politics/International Affairs 
60-minutes 
Tuesday, Oct. 28 @ 10:00p.m. 
 
This film presents a personal journey through Pakistan and explores a country markedly different 
from the images projected by the international media. It probes the varied and diverse mindsets of 
the people of Pakistan; their understanding and meaning of democracy and their opinion of what 
their country's political system offers. 
 
Great Performances – Carnegie Hall Opening Night 
Performance/Art & Culture/Music 
2-hours 
Wednesday, Oct. 29 @ 9:00p.m. 
GREAT PERFORMANCES returns to Carnegie Hall's famed stage for another opening night 
gala concert, featuring the San Francisco Symphony under the baton of conductor and musical 
director Michael Tilson Thomas. Thomas leads the orchestra in an all-Bernstein program 
celebrating the composer's remarkable contributions to American music.  
 
NOVA Bible’s Buried Secrets 
Documentary/Science/Archaeology 
2-hours 
Tuesday, Nov. 18 @ 9p.m. 
This special breaks exciting new ground in investigating the origins of the ancient Israelites, the 
evolution of their belief in one God and the creation of the Bible. For the first time, more than a 
century of literary detective work and decades of archeological excavation in the Holy Land will 
challenge viewers with provocative new insights, including that most Israelites worshiped pagan 
gods and many believed that God had a wife, who was venerated as an idol. A story of science, 
history and faith. 
 
Riverbend Routes 
Documentary/Music 
60-minutes 
Thursday, Nov. 20 @ 9:15p.m. 
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This program documents the musical journeys of well-known and lesser-known artists as 
they prepare to play at one of the largest music festivals in the country, Riverbend in 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, June 6-14, 2008. Through interviews and behind-the-scenes 
footage, Riverbend Routes reveals that whether someone is a platinum-selling rock star 
or simply a member of local garage band, the experience of performing for an 
enthusiastic crowd is a universal thrill for every musician.    
 
Great Performances Great American Song Book 
Art & Culture/Anthology/Music/Film 
90 minutes 
Saturday, 11/29 @ 5:00p.m.; Sunday, 11/30 @ 4:00p.m. & 8:00p.m., Wednesday, 12/31 2 
8:00p.m. 
 
From Al Jolson to Elvis Presley, with Judy Garland and Fred Astaire, from the Gilded Age to the 
Jazz Age, from New Orleans' bordellos to New York's Great White Way, from small town 
America to Tin Pan Alley, in nightclubs and vaudeville, on radio and records and the silver 
screen. This is a visual history of music in America as seen and heard in some of the greatest  
films ever made. With songs by George Gershwin, Irving Berlin, Jerome Kern, Oscar 
Hammerstein, Richard Rodgers, Lawrence Hart, Cole Porter, Harold Arlen and Fats Waller. This 
is the true story of the first fifty years of popular American music on screen.  
 
Great Performances The San Francisco Ballet Nutcracker 
Performance/Dance/Holiday/Art & Culture 
2-hours 
Wednesday, Dec. 17 @ 8:00p.m.; Thursday, Dec. 25 @ 9:00a.m. 
 
Since The Nutcracker's first production in St. Petersburg more than a century ago, its charming 
story, dazzling choreography and magnificent Tchaikovsky score have combined to make it one 
of the most popular and enduring ballets the world over. With its setting transposed to San 
Francisco's 1915 Pan-Pacific Exposition, SFB artistic director Helgi Tomasson's production 
features sets by Michael Yeargan and costumes by Martin Pakledinaz. 
 
Lights: Celebrate Hannukah Live in Concert 
Performance/Holiday/Art & Culture 
60-minutes 
Wednesday, Dec. 17 @ 10p.m., Sunday, Dec. 21 @ 3:00p.m. 
 
This special features a distinguished, diverse and dynamic ensemble of musical performers in 
celebration of the Jewish Festival of Lights. Craig Taubman hosts a musical extravaganza 
featuring the likes of the Grammy Award-winning group THE KLEZMATICS; cantor/tenor 
Alberto Mizrahi); top-selling jazz artist Dave Koz; soulful and dynamic Joshua Nelson; Emmy 
Award winning actress Mare Winningham; rising star Michelle Citrin, and many others. The 
program celebrates the themes of hope, faith and family joy. The music is both inspiring and fun.  
 
Life A House Built 
Documentary/Biography/Philanthropy 
60-minutes 
Monday, Dec. 22 @ 10p.m.; Friday, Dec. 26 @ 10:30p.m. 
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This documentary film tells the extraordinary story of Jimmy and Rosalynn Carters' 25-year 
involvement with Habitat for Humanity. Using the massive 2008 Blitz Build along the Gulf Coast 
as the centerpiece, the film celebrates the 25th anniversary of the Jimmy & Rosalynn Carter Work 
Project from its humble origins in New York City to the global reach it has today. It is an 
inspiring story of how one man's inability to ignore the vast need he encountered has since 
brought thousands of strangers together from across the globe and changed the lives of thousands 
more. 
 
Faith Hill Christmas Special 
Performance/Music/Holiday 
Monday, Dec. 22 @ 9p.m.; Thursday, Dec. 25 @ 12 noon 
 
Faith Hill, backed by an orchestra led by conductor David Campbell, sings favorites from her 
upcoming holiday album, Joy to the World, a collection of standards. This SOUNDSTAGE 
special features orchestral arrangements on the title track, "Joy to the World," and swinging, big-
band versions of more lighthearted fare such as "Santa Claus Is Coming to Town" and "Holly, 
Jolly Christmas." A choir joins Hill and the orchestra on more spiritual songs such as "O Come 
All Ye Faithful," "Silent Night" and "A Baby Changes Everything." 
 


