
 
Strawberry Shortcake 

 
Curriculum Statement 

 

Mission: To promote positive character traits and social behaviors while introducing a 

new generation of 3 – 6-year-olds to Strawberry Shortcake and her friends as they 

explore the richly imagined world of Strawberryland.   

 

Concept and approach: Strawberry Shortcake uses the highly popular, much loved 

characters who populate Strawberry Land to model prosocial beliefs and behaviors to 

young children.  As Strawberry and her many friends explore the richly-imagined world 

of Strawberry land – Strawberry Fields, Cookie Corner, Orange Acres, Honeysuckle 

Haven…and beyond –  they discover adventure, delight, fantasy, whimsy, humor, 

excitement, and music.  And of course, they also encounter occasional problems.  The 

interaction among Strawberry and her friends as they explore their world and deal with 

the problems inherent in their adventures offers a natural opportunity to present (as 

opposed to preach) pro-social beliefs, values, and behaviors.   

 

Strawberry Shortcake is a natural leader.  She hosts the series and tells the stories.  And 

most important, she is an ideal role model.  Strawberry is curious, active, self-confident, 

and always willing to make her world a better place.  She learns from her mistakes.  No 

matter how hard she tumbles, she always picks herself up.  Strawberry personifies the 

belief that hard-work, sacrifice, and caring will usually set things right.  And just as 

important as Strawberry’s many positive qualities, she is surrounded by small circle of 

friends, most of whom share her values, but not necessarily her ability to take the broader 

view – to see beyond their own self-interest.  As Strawberry helps them broaden their 

views, young viewers learn a wide array of positive values and actions. 

 

Seven other characters weave in and out of each episode.  They include: 

 

Apple Dumpling – Strawberry’s toddler sister who often remains blithely unaware of the 

consequences of her actions; 

 

Gingersnap – a genius in practical/logical matters, she sometimes fails to consider the 

emotional elements of her actions; 

 

Orange Blossom – an ethereal child who seems to know intuitively everything about the 

natural world, she is quite emotional and often fails to act logically; 

 



Angel Cake – timid, quite, shy, she is a gifted artist who personifies creativity; 

 

Honey Pie Pony – a horse!…a very self-involved horse whose incessant chatter and self-

absorption sometimes gets the others in trouble, but whose heart could not be bigger; 

 

Huckleberry Pie – all boy, purely physical, full of daring…a doer, not a thinker, 

Strawberry is constantly trying to get him to look before he leaps; 

 

Lilac – the most flawed character in this wonderful land, she is a bit bossy, quite self-

centered, and lacking in curiosity and thoughtfulness…but not in her opinion of herself. 

 

And of course, there are Strawberry’s pets…Custard (her finicky, persnickety cat) and 

Pupcake (her rambunctious but filled-to-overflowing-with-love puppy). 

 

Much to our good fortune, Strawberry is a devoted journal-keeper. Her wonderful 

“Remembering Book” is full of her and her friends’ adventures.  Each episode recounts 

one of these adventures as Strawberry reads us a “once-upon-a-time tale” that engages 

viewers’ interest and simultaneously illuminates a pro-social theme.  Each episode draws 

us from Strawberry’s greeting and invitation to join her as she recounts an adventure, 

through a map of the fanciful lands that comprise Strawberry’s world, and into the story 

itself.  Music plays an integral part in the series, moving plots along with bouncy, easy-

to-learn lyrics that often carry a pro-social message. The stories are involving and 

entertaining, with true emotional resonance, and the characters think and act in ways with 

which young viewers can readily identify.  The combination of these elements insures 

that strong pro-social messages flow naturally from the narrative.  

 

The themes underlying the stories that Strawberry Shortcake recounts in each episode are 

designed to have particular relevance for young viewers.  Although they focus on “big” 

issues such as friendship, fear, self-confidence, sportsmanship, shyness, trust, love, they 

approach the themes in ways that are relevant to pre-school children. The stories focus on 

these issues in clear, concrete terms that are easily comprehended by young children.  

The prosocial messages flow naturally from the narrative. The characters experience 

concrete consequences for their actions – both good and bad – and the reasons for the 

consequences are clearly labeled.  Thus, when Angel Cake’s inability to throw a ball well 

frustrates her to the point that she quits playing with the others altogether, her actions 

provide an opportunity to explore such ideas as good sportsmanship and of playing for 

fun, not just to excel.  Similarly, when Strawberry Shortcake’s delight at finding a new 

puppy (Pupcake) leads Custard to assume that she is no longer loved, an exploration of  

jealousy, of what love means, and of how to treat one’s pets all flow naturally from the 

narrative.  And perhaps most important, regardless of the story, the characters in 

Strawberry Shortcake consistently exhibit the kinds of character traits and behaviors that 

parents frequently nominate as important for their children.  

 

Strawberry Shortcake presents highly attractive characters with whom young children 

have readily identified for years in previous manifestations of the Strawberry Shortcake 

series.  Those characters populate short, accessible stories that simultaneously involve, 



entertain, and teach pro-social beliefs, values, and actions to young viewers.  The stories 

are told in ways that make the messages clear, but not overbearing. In short, Strawberry 

Shortcake is “edutainment” at its best. 

 

 

Strawberry Shortcake 
Educational Issues and Log Lines 

 

STR112  Meet Strawberry Shortcake 

E/I Issue(s): diversity, liking people for what’s inside 

 

E/I Logline: When Strawberry Shortcake, Custard the cat, and Pupcake the puppy set out 

to gather the ingredients for Apple Dumpling’s birthday party, they encounter all sorts of 

new and different friends.   But Custard is not so sure that friends who are different is a 

good idea; she suspicious of anything that is different.  As Strawberry and her new 

friends combine their different talents to make Apple Dumpling a wonderful Birthday 

party, Custard learns that differences are what make us interesting and that what really 

matters is what folks are like on the inside.  

 

STR101  Berry Merry Christmas 

E/I Issue(s): taking another’s perspective; it’s the thought that counts 

 

E/I Logline:  With Christmas fast approaching, Strawberry tries to find the perfect gift 

for each of her friends.  Honey Pie Pony cannot understand why Strawberry doesn’t just 

get everyone a saddle.  Strawberry explains that it is very important to put oneself in 

other people’s place and think hard about what they would like.  Just when it seems 

Strawberry has the perfect gift for each friend, a terrible accident seems to ruin them all.  

Her friends don’t care about the gifts; they know Strawberry worked hard to find the 

perfect gift, and they assure her that it is the thought that counts.  Santa is so impressed 

by how much thought Strawberry has given to her gift-seeking that he sees that everyone 

gets exactly what they wanted. 

 

STR102  Spring for Strawberry Shortcake 

E/I Issue(s): The nature of springtime; working together; responsibility 

 

E/I Logline: Spring has not arrived.  Ice cycles are still hanging from the trees, nothing 

can be planted, and new seeds cannot sprout.  If Spring doesn’t come, there will be no 

new berries, no grain for cookies, no grass for cows to make milk.  As Strawberry and her 

friends set out to find the missing season we learn how important spring is for everything 

that grows and for everything that depends on what grows.  On their journey, Strawberry 

and her friends discover that working together is fun and that much more gets done when 

everyone pitches in to help.  Perhaps most important, Spring learns how important she is, 

and realizes that she needs to meet her responsibilities. 

 

STR103  Strawberry Shortcake’s Get Well Adventure 

E/I Issue(s): keeping perspective; looking on the bright side; helping friends 



 

E/I Logline:  Honey hurts her leg and has to remain at Strawberry’s house until she gets 

well.  She is an impatient patient, and displays a very negative attitude about being 

cooped up.  Strawberry and the gang all pitch in to keep Honey entertained, and little by 

little the injured Pony begins to understand that a little patience can go a long way and 

that if one looks on the bright side of things, she will usually find that the glass is at least 

half full.  And with the help of good friends, it quickly will become completely full. 

 

STR104  Here Comes Pupcake 

E/I Issue(s): love; jealousy; caring for pets. The episode uses the bond between children 

and their pets to explore such ideas as love, jealousy, and caring.  It emphasizes that real 

love is unconditional, and that unconditional love can overcome other concerns. 

 

EI Logline: Pupcake makes his first appearance at Strawberry Shortcake’s house in the 

middle of a big storm.  He is wet, muddy, and totally bedraggled, and – much to the 

bemusement and consternation of Custard – immediately win’s Strawberry’s heart.  This 

is a new experience for Custard.  She likes everything in place, and her favorite place is 

first.  Who is this newcomer and why is he grabbing all of Strawberry’s attention?  

Custard’s jealousy begins to overcome her, and when it seems Pupcake’s appearance has 

led Strawberry to completely forget the special day she had planned with Custard, enough 

is too much.  Custard hits on a plan to take Pupcake deep into the woods to lose him once 

and for all.  But the woods are scary, and a big storm adds to Custard’s disorientation, 

and soon both are completely lost.  Before things are over, Custard realizes that not only 

does Pupcake lover her, but that she loves him, and that when someone new enters the 

family, it does not mean there is less love to go around. 

 

STR105  Peppermint’s Pet Peeve 

E/I Issue(s): love; jealousy; caring for pets. The episode uses the bond between children 

and their pets to explore such ideas as love, jealousy, and caring.  It emphasizes that real 

love is unconditional, and that unconditional love can overcome other concerns. 

  

EI Logline: Peppermint Fizz simply cannot imagine why Strawberry Shortcake and the 

other kids love their pets so much.  After all, Pupcake, Vanilla Icing, Marmelade, and all 

the other pets are so klutzy, so normal, so average!  How can one love anything that is not 

the best?  To make matters worse,  Peppermint is determined to prove that her pet, Cola 

Chameleon, is the best, so she tricks the others into having a pet show to crown the best 

pet. The gang goes a little bit crazy primping their pets trying to make them more 

beautiful, and pushing them to develop a talent for the big pet talent show.  Custard and 

the other pets immediately see that the whole situation is silly, but because their owners 

have loved and treated them so well, they decide to play along.  It is only when 

Pupcake’s antics reveal that Peppermint Fizz and Cola have been cheating, that the kids 

realize it is foolish to concern themselves with which pet is best.  Ultimately, they all 

realize that what counts when one loves something is unconditional love. 

 

 

 



 

STR106  Horse of a Different Color 

E/I Issue(s): Friendship. The episode focuses on friendship – how friends help each 

other, take care of each other, and stick together.  This show examines how rather than 

weakening friendships, differences between people can make friendships even stronger. 

 

EI Logline: Honey Pie begins to feel left out because she is so different from Strawberry, 

Orange Blossom, and the others.  She simply can’t do a lot of things the kids do because 

they are not pony kinds of things.  Acting like good friends, the gang travels to Honey to 

Ice Cream Island, a land full of ponies.  At first, Honey has so much fun being with her 

“own kind” that she decides not to return to Strawberry Land with the kids.  After they 

have left however (and unbeknownst to Honey Pie, have gotten themselves into a terrible 

fix), Honey Pie remembers all of the wonderful things her old friends always did for her, 

and heads back home.  Fortunately, she is just in time to rescue them from a raging river, 

and to realize that even though they look different and like doing different things, 

underneath they are the very best of friends.  And friends, of course, stick together and 

take care of each other. 

 

STR107  Festival of the Fillies 

E/I Issue(s): Friendship. The episode focuses on friendship – how friends help each 

other, take care of each other, and stick together.  This show examines how rather than 

weakening friendships, differences between people can make friendships even stronger. 

 

EI Logline: When Strawberry and the gang return to Ice Cream Island so that Honey can 

attend The Festival of Ponies, they meet some new ponies.  They are just beginning to 

make new friends with them when Honey Pie is kidnapped by the evil Licorice Whip.  

He wants the talented Honey Pie to perform in his traveling pony show.  What a 

dilemma!  The gang from Strawberry Land and the ponies are so different.  Not only do 

they do different things, they don’t even speak the same language!  But bit by bit they 

begin to work together, learn to communicate, and form strong friendships.  Ultimately, 

by pooling their different talents, they are able to rescue Honey Pie…and the all learn that 

some of the strongest friendships are formed among those who, on the surface, seem very 

different. 

 

STR108  Angel Cake in the Outfield 

E/I Issue(s): Sportsmanship. The story reveals that having fun, doing one’s best, and 

putting one’s heart into an activity is far more important that winning or losing or being 

labeled “the best.”  The fundamental premise is that good sportsmanship is about keeping 

things in perspective and remembering why we play games in the first place. 

 

EI Logline: Strawberry Shortcake and the other kids invite Angel Cake to bring her ball 

and have some fun playing games with them.  The problem is, Angel cake likes 

everything “just so,” and when things aren’t just so, she gets a little frustrated.  So, when 

she turns out not to be very good at the games, she starts to get upset.  She loses sight of 

the idea that having fun is what playing games is all about.  Finally, she becomes so 

frustrated that she can’t play the ball game “just so,” that she takes her ball and goes 



home, spoiling the game for the others.  It is only when Apple Dumpling makes her 

understand the difference between just fun and just so that Angel begins to understand 

that the point to game is to have fun and that it’s not fun unless one is a good sport about 

things. 

 

STR109  Win Some, Lose Some 

E/I Issue(s): Sportsmanship. The story reveals that having fun, doing one’s best, and 

putting one’s heart into an activity is far more important that winning or losing or being 

labeled “the best.”  The fundamental premise is that good sportsmanship is about keeping 

things in perspective and remembering why we play games in the first place. 

 

EI Logline: Peppermint Fizz can’t conceive of why anyone would do something just for 

the fun of it, and she certainly doesn’t understand all this talk about putting your heart 

into everything you do.  But she has no problem doing anything it takes to win a nice 

prize, like Strawberry Shortcake’s garden…anything, including cheating to win all of the 

events at the Nearly Once-a Yearly Strawberry Games.  Custard and Strawberry soon 

figure out how Peppermint is winning all of the events, but Strawberry believes that 

Peppermint must learn for herself that having fun, and being a good sport and most 

important, putting your heart into things are all much more important than winning.  It’s a 

close call, but with a little help from Apple Dumpling, Peppermint finally figures it out 

and joins the rest of the gang, giving it her all.  

 

STR110  The Mystery of Seaberry Beach 

E/I issue(s): friendship; sharing; greed.  Strawberry and her friends learn about 

friendship, and how sharing can strengthen it and greed threaten it.  The story builds on 

the idea that the most valuable thing people have is each other, and that one of the best 

ways to show that is to share with each other.  They also introduce the idea that when one 

begins to treasure things above friendship, then the world is not such a pleasant place. 

 

EI Logline: When Strawberry Shortcake’s friend, Coco Calypso thinks someone or 

something is stealing her prized seaberries, she asks Strawberry and her friends for help.  

Strawberry, Blueberry Muffin and Rainbow Sherbert rush to Seaberry beach and sure 

enough, each night something runs away with Coco Calypso’s freshly picked seaberries.  

Several attempts to catch this strange, night-time robber fail, and it is only when the 

stranger saves Strawberry and the gang from a fierce storm, that they figure out how to 

catch her.  They discover that the seaberries were disappearing at the hands of another 

little girl, Seaberry Delight, who thought Coco Calypso was stealing the berries from her.  

In the end the two discover that they can happily share the seaberries, and that sharing 

builds friends and does away with loneliness. 

 

STR111  Legend of the Lost Treasure 

E/I issue(s): friendship; sharing; greed.   The most valuable thing people have is each 

other, and that one of the best ways to show that is to share with each other.  When you 

treasure things above friendship, the world is not such a pleasant place. 

 



EI Logline: Rainbow Sherbet and Blueberry Muffin are usually the best of friends, but 

when Strawberry Shortcake shows them some entrancing sea-dollars, a desire to possess 

more and more of them overcomes their good sense and, it seems, their friendship.  Coco 

Calypso tells them the legend of the lost treasure, a story in which two little mermaids – 

very similar to Rainbow and Blueberry – were so overcome by greed that they almost lost 

their friendship, the freedom, and perhaps their lives.  In the end, however, they learn that 

things (for example, golden sea dollars) don’t mean anything.  The real treasure is friends 

and friendship, and nothing should ever be allowed to put friendship at risk. 

 

 


