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1st Quarter 2019
 “VISTA L.A.” MAGAZINE SHOW

Show: VIS #0219 ABC7 “Vista L.A.” Magazine show 
Air Date: 2/16/19
Length: 30 minutes
Origin: Local 
Type: Public Affairs and Informational 

Vista L.A. Host: Jovana Lara  
The show’s theme: Coming Together 

LGBT MARIACHI
Mariachi music is one of Mexico's most beloved forms of music. It's also among the most traditional. 
After coming out as a gay man, Carlos Samaniego found that he was not welcome in many Mariachi 
groups. So he decided to buck tradition and form his own-Mariachi Arcoiris de Los Angeles, the world's 
first LGBTQ Mariachi group. The group's name Mariachi Arcoiris-arcoiris means rainbow in Spanish-pays 
homage to the LGBTQ symbol of pride. 

BELL HIGH SCHOOL
There's a growing Arab community in the city of Bell. The diverse population is probably most obvious in 
the classrooms at Bell High School, where students of Middle Eastern or Mexican heritage sit side by 
side. They learn about each other's native customs, language and culture, and equally respect one 
another's differences.  Vista L.A. stopped by Bell High for a first-time celebration of this multiculturalism. 
They brought their cultures together through musical performances on stage. It was Bell High School 
Teacher Zaidi Mohcine’s idea. The performances ranged from traditional Arab and Latino musical 
influences to modern collaborations among students. Bell High School student, Joshua Lopez, performed 
a beloved Mexican Mariachi ballad. Other students, like Zinab Ferdous, enjoyed the positive and festive 
environment. This was the first year Mohcine championed an event of this sort, but he says this is only 
the beginning. 

LEBANESE & MEXICAN MARRIAGE & PIZZA 
Big Al's Pizzeria in the city of Maywood is literally a marriage between Middle Eastern and Mexican 
cultures. Ali Chahine is the founder and CEO of Big Al's Pizzeria. His wife, Brenda Torres, is the co-
founder of the pizzeria. She is from Sinaloa, Mexico. The two developed a unique menu featuring 
culturally-inspired pizzas that draw foodies from throughout L.A. and Orange counties. A big hit with the 
locals is the taco-esque Carne Asada Pizza, made with skirt steak, cheese, cilantro, red onion, lime, 
radishes and Big Al's hot sauce. Another favorite is the Lebanese Garlic Chicken Pizza, which is a play on 
Chicken Shawarma with garlic sauce, chicken, and pickled turnips. Big Al's has also gained notice for 
their award-winning wings, but it's the unique pizzas that remain the business' heart and soul, 
something this family business has plenty of.
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KIDNEY DONATION
Raising two young daughters and running a baking business form home keeps Cynthia Perez' family busy 
and happy. But not long ago, Cynthia's day-to-day had an unexpected, but welcome interruption. Her 
long-time friend, Julian Bane, was battling Polycystic kidney disease (PKD), an inherited condition of the 
kidneys. Bane was in need of a kidney donor and he put his request on Facebook. At the heart of Bane's 
desperate plea were his two children, Andres and Sienna. He wanted a chance to live a long and healthy 
life to be there for his kids and see their dreams come true, but the odds were stacked against 
him. Perez signed-up to see if she'd be a viable match for Bane. After a long process, Perez qualified. The 
surgery arrives and thankfully, the transplant surgery was successful. Perez says within six weeks she felt 
completely back to normal. As for Julian, he has received a second chance to live a full and healthy life. 
Thanks to Perez' courageous decision to become a donor. 

NATALIE NUBIA 
Natalie Arribeno, who has a background in fashion merchandising, found a purpose. She set out to 
champion the work of artisans from indigenous communities in Mexico. She reached out to Susana 
Valadez, an anthropologist who founded the Huichol Center 30 years ago. That was the beginning of a 
partnership and the birth of Nubia Natalie, a woman's active wear line inspired by Huichol culture and 
symbology. Proceeds from each sale go back to the education component of the Huichol Center. Nubia 
Natalie also has an eco-conscious focus. They produce their garments from recycled water bottles 
fabrics and use water-less printing sublimation techniques. 


