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During the first quarter of 2011, KGO-TV aired the following regularly scheduled 
local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total cumulative 
average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

 Monday - Friday  4:30-7:00AM 

 Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

 Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

 Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

 Monday - Sunday  11:00-11:35PM 

 Saturday & Sunday 5:00-6:00AM / 6:00-7:00AM / 8:00-9:00AM 

 Sunday  9:00-10:00AM / 9:00-9:30AM 

 Saturday & Sunday 5:00-5:30PM & 6:00-6:30PM 

  



During the first quarter of 2011, KGO-TV also aired the following regularly 
scheduled locally produced programming that addressed the problems and 
needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES- This locally produced public affairs program 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  The program’s objective was to go “beyond the headlines” and 
explore critical issues facing the community.  KGO-TV news anchors hosted this 
program that aired Sundays from 10:00 to 10:30am. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 7- This news compilation program repurposed and reviewed local 
news reports that covered significant community issues.  These included in-
depth Assignment 7 Reports, I-Team Investigations, Seven on Your Side 
Consumer issues, and Science & Medical Reports.  KGO-TV news anchors 
hosted this program that aired Sundays from 4:30-5:00pm. 
 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs unit that 
provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm newscasts, 
and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.   

Office staff answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls from viewers 
seeking help with a wide variety of consumer problems.  On the average, the unit 
received over 4000 e-mails/ letters, and over 1500 phone calls per month. 

 
7 LIVE: New, live, topical talk show engages viewers and guests in real-time 
candid conversations about the people and things making news including social 
networking, pop culture, entertainment, tech news and politics, all moderated by 
Brian Copeland, Lizzie Bermudez and Jennifer Jolly.  This program aired 
weekdays from 3:00-4:00pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 
 

During the first quarter of 2011, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 
DRIVE TO DISCOVER- BETTER BACKS:  
Whether it’s shaping your figure, smoothing your skin, or improving your looks, a 
wave of new technologies can help.  Bay Area doctors are using these 
breakthroughs to do everything from freezing away the fat in love handles, to 
melting cellulite with lasers. While new exercise devices promise to help dieters 
lose weight without putting stress on their bodies.  Join ABC7’s Carolyn Johnson 
as we discover the technologies that can help you attain a better body. 
This special aired on Saturday, March 12

th
, 4:30-5:00pm. 

 
BALENCIAGA SPANISH MASTER OF DESIGN: 
He was a sculptor of shape, a painter of color, and an architect of design.  
Join Spencer Christian on a journey to Spain to discover the inspiration behind 
Balenciaga.  This original program aired on Saturday, March 19

th
, 6:30-7:00pm. 

 
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  
This original program was part of a series of specials produced to celebrate the 
diversity of the Bay Area.  This special saluted the achievements of five 
outstanding people from the Bay Area.  This special aired on Sunday, March 
27

th
, 4:30-5:00pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPONSORED EVENTS 
 
The following community events were featured on KGO-TV’s day planner, 
“Around the Bay,” the station’s vehicle for sponsoring upcoming community 
events.   Each of these thirty-second spots featured two to three events, and 
aired for two weeks on a fixed schedule: 
 
1/1/11 – 1/7/11             
Project Roadblock 
 
1/8/11 – 1/21/11               
Silver Soiree: Leadership San Francisco (1/27/11)  
Conservatory of Flowers: Garden Railway (through 3/13/11)  
 
1/22/11 – 2/4/11               
Antiquarian Book Fair (2/11/11-2/13/11) 
SFUSD Enrollment (1/22/11 – 2/4/11)  
 
2/5/11 – 2/18/11                
SF Quilters’ Guild (2/26/11-2/27/11) “Symphony of Color” Quilt Show & Sale  
Academy of Friends (2/27/11) 
 
2/19/11 – 3/4/11               
Lifelong Medical Care: crab dinner @ H’s Lordships (3/5/11)  
Ronald McDonald House: Denim to Diamonds (3/12/11)  
Marine Mammal Center: Run for the Seals (3/12/11) 
 
3/5/11 – 3/18/11               
Junior Achievement of Northern Calif. “Taste of Success” (3/26/11)   
March of Dimes: March for Babies (4/30) SF/East Bay/Silicon Valley 
 
3/19/11 – 4/1/11               
SF Child Abuse Prevention Center (4/7/11)  
SFO Terminal 2 Community Open House (4/9/11)  
PBWC (5/10/11)                 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the first quarter of 2011, KGO-TV aired nearly 600 public service 
announcements in various time periods throughout the broadcast day that 
involved a variety of topics.  Some of the PSA sponsors that aired in this quarter 
included:  San Jose City Parks, Bay Area Mentoring. Oakland Zoo, CARE, East 
Bay Parks, National Stroke Association, Hope Hospice, Depression is Real, U.S. 
Marines, Americorps, PDFC, Give Kids A Smile, Paralyzed Veterans of America, 
National Kidney Foundation, MRSA Survivors, Wounded Warriors, Ronald 
McDonald House, Boys Town National Hotline, SF Civil Grand Jury, National 
Crime Prevention, EPA/Radon, George Mark House, and National Meningitis. 

 

* * * * 

 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

* * * * 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through these efforts 
we’ve determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 

 CRIME ISSUES 

 EDUCATION ISSUES  

 ECONOMY / RECESSION ISSUES 

 SAFETY & EMERGENCY ISSUES 

 YOUTH ISSUES 

 SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

 
Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 



 

LOCAL PROGRAMS ADDRESSING 
THE PROBLEMS & NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 
 

CRIME ISSUES 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Wednesday, March 30, 2011  
(2:50) 
Residents of one Hayward neighborhood got quite a scare Wednesday when a 
group of suspected burglars decided to run from police and try to hide in nearby 
homes. Police in SWAT gear searched the area for hours with guns drawn going 
door-to-door.  Police said the suspects split up and ran through the 
neighborhood. Three hours later, a police dog found one man hiding in a 
backyard shed, the second suspect surrendered, and the third suspect was 
never caught. Police were trying to determine whether they are linked to other 
crimes in the area.  
 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Friday, March 4, 2011 
(2:11) 
An intruder in Richmond got the surprise of his life when he broke into the home 
of 84-year-old Gustava Harvey.  She pulled out a gun she had inherited and fired 
it for the very first time.  It took just that one shot for the intruder to leave, and in 
a hurry.  Police did not confiscate the weapon, and said as a homeowner and a 
citizen you're allowed to possess a weapon, defend yourself and your property. 
The suspect remained at large.  The neighborhood was quite proud of the 
frightened 84-year-old woman who found the strength to not back down. 
 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Monday, February 21, 2011 
(3:34) 
ABC7 News got an exclusive look at San Francisco’s new high-tech police 
operations center.  The operation called BRICC -- the Bay Area Regional Crime 
Center.  Scheduled to open in the following month, it would be only one of a few 
such state of the art facilities in the country.  Interim SFPD Chief Jeff Godown 
said the war room would be able to coordinate police response to crimes as soon 
as they happen.  BRICC "will be the 24-hour command post for the SFPD, so 
there will be officers that will be housed in this facility -- to a certain extent, they 
will have their finger on the pulse of the activity in the city 24 hours a day," said 
Godown.  BRICC is being built with a million-dollar federal grant. 

 

 



 

(Crime Issues Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Monday, February 21, 2011 
(2:40) 
There is a new warning for people in one Oakland neighborhood where at least 
half a dozen shoppers have been targeted leaving a grocery store, followed 
home, and robbed. Police say the robbers are looking for vulnerable people, 
usually older women, outside the Safeway store off Highway 13. 
Police increased patrols and set up undercover surveillance in the area and had 
a strong lead, and an arrest warrant for one of the suspects. 
 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Wednesday, February 16, 2011 
(5:19) 
There were hundreds of people in the Bay Area who were not supposed to have 
handguns but did.  Many law enforcement agencies knew who they were, but 
had not taken their guns.  The California Department of Justice had maintained 
the Armed Prohibited Persons list since 2007. It was supposed to keep guns 
from the 18,000 people listed who purchased guns legally but were now not 
allowed to own one.  San Francisco police began using the list two months ago. 
They had over 200 people on their list and have already looked into half, seizing 
53 guns.  The state Bureau of Firearms says 37 police departments and three 
county sheriff's offices in the state still have not done so. 
  
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Monday, February 14, 2011 
(1:50) 
Police in several East Bay cities warned businesses about a serial armed robber 
who hit at least ten stores over the last couple of months.  He pistol-whipped a 
clerk during one robbery and hit stores in five different cities. Five of the 
robberies happened in Hayward. The most violent one happened at a Walgreens 
store on Mission Boulevard, where the robber pistol-whipped a clerk.  Police 
were concerned he might use his gun in a different manner and take his crime 
spree to the next level.  Police had a description of the suspect that they were 
hopeful would lead to help from the public. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

(Crime Issues Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Friday, February 11, 2011 
(2:43) 
AC Transit bus drivers in the East Bay were so concerned about gun violence on 
one route that they wanted armed security.  It was so dangerous that drivers and 
passengers worried about making it home alive.  Drivers were threatening to 
abandon the line until AC Transit moved the sheriff's deputies it had as part of its 
security force to the line.  Drivers were relieved deputies would be shadowing the 
376 during nighttime hours.  AC Transit increased security by having dispatchers 
phone the operators on a regular basis.  AC Transit considered canceling the 
route altogether, but decided that would be a real blow to the law-abiding riders 
depend on Route 376. 
 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5AM - Tuesday, January 25, 2011 
(1:24) 
San Jose Police were using a special unit of plainclothes officers to crack down 
on drug dealers who used light rail trains to get around.  Police said the out of 
town drug dealers arrived on buses that dropped them off near the light rail 
system.  Then they used light rail trains to travel back and forth meeting clients 
and cohorts.  The eight person squad of plain clothes officers would be looking 
to make drug-related arrests in an effort to discourage the activity.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  



EDUCATION ISSUES 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Monday, March 28, 2011 
(1:51) 
At a time when many Bay Area schools were struggling to stay afloat, the San 
Jose School district was earning thousands of dollars in revenue by leasing 
space for cell phone towers.  But one tower on a football field had dozens of 
homeowners living within 500 feet of the high school worried about exposure to 
students and neighborhood children. The district and its board disagreed saying 
“looking at good research by the American Cancer Society we feel this is safe for 
our students."  The city planning department deemed that the stadium tower 
would pose no adverse health effects and no negative impact on property 
values.  Neighbors said they would to try to appeal the use permit.  

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5AM - Sunday, March 20, 2011 
(1:54) 
In less than a year, Apple's tablet revolutionized speech and language therapy.  
The Technology Resource Center of Marin County was about to supply iPads for 
some of its 4,000 students in special education. That was something unthinkable 
with its predecessor, the purpose-built devices that cost up to $7,000 each.  The 
iPad costs one-tenth as much and was infinitely more flexible.  A tech specialist 
with the Marin center believed the iPad was just beginning to tap into the whole 
world of special needs.  Parents were raising funds for the iPad deployment 
through a group called "Dedication to Special Education." 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - February 15, 2011 
(2:21) 
A school in Menlo Park tossed out its curriculum this week.  Students at Menlo 
School were encouraged to learn without using books.  Instead, they were 
required to reignite their passion for learning. For some students metal-smithing 
came to mind, and it turned out to be a near perfect lesson in chemistry without 
being in the lab.   35 courses were offered, but students could pick only one 
course for the entire week.  Other courses included "Building Personal 
Computers" and “How to make some of life's biggest financial decisions.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



(Education Issues Cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5AM - Wednesday, February 16, 2011 
(1:32) 
A deadline was approaching by which the Oakland Unified School District had to 
notify teachers and staff members that their jobs were on the line. The district 
had exhausted its bag of tricks, and warned it might have to use its last resort of 
teacher layoffs.  State law required school districts to warn employees that they 
might be laid off by March 15. It was unknown how many letters would be 
mailed, but the superintendent says it would be "significant."  Even though 
Governor Brown did not cut K-through-12 funding in the state budget, schools 
were still struggling. Oakland had made-do every year because of higher teacher 
attrition rates, and one-time funds, but both those factors no-longer existed. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM – Tuesday, February 15, 2011 

(1:46) 
Oakland’s Skyline High School threw a big party in the middle of the school 
called "Climb the Mountain of Success."  Complete with music, games and food, 
the event was designed to honor hundreds of Skyline students who made the 
grade in the classroom.  The event was funded with alumni donations and school 
administrators plan to make it an annual affair.  About 800 of Skyline's 1,900 
students were invited to the party that honored those who achieved a grade point 
average of 3.0 or better in the past semester.  In addition, students who 
improved their GPA by at least one-half point were also invited.  

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Friday, January 21, 2011 
(2:28) 
The San Jose Unified School board voted unanimously to take millions of dollars 
away from the Metropolitan Adult Education Program, or MetroED, and use it 
instead to fund more programs for children within the district to protect K-12 
education.  The district wanted $3.6 million of MetroED's $5.4 million budget. 
The money would restore furlough days, reinstate summer school, and help at-
risk middle school students.  7,000 adults used the programs, and without two 
thirds of its budget, MetroED would serve just 2,000 adults and all core classes, 
like English as a Second Language, GED, and vocational skills, would be scaled 
back dramatically. All enrichment classes like knitting or arts will be cancelled 
and 99 teachers will be laid off.  The cuts were planned to begin in May. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



(Education Issues Cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Saturday, January 15, 2011 
(3:54) 
To build new school health centers, Oakland and Los Angeles school districts 
were tapping a combination of voter-approved bond money, fees from Medi-Cal, 
health insurance reimbursements, and philanthropic dollars.  Health advocates 
hoped these efforts would spur similar initiatives around the state.  California 
lagged behind many other states in the number and scope of school-based 
health services.  Out of nearly 10,000 California schools, only 176 school health 
centers existed for over 6 million children.  Eight centers were scheduled to be 
built in Oakland.  Health advocates were hopeful that funds from the federal 
health reform law for school health would help further growth in California.  

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Tuesday, March 8, 2011 
(2:18) 
The Mount Diablo School District voted to send out lay-off notices to 180 
employees including 33 music teachers, 28 high school teachers, 27 teachers at 
elementary schools and 20 in the library media department.  There was also 
discussion about the potential for dire cuts if a tax extension didn’t get on the 
June ballot, or was not approved by voters.  This included the possibility of 
cutting five to six weeks out of the school year that meant the school year would 
start in October.  The school district was trying to close a $22 million deficit made 
worse by declining enrollment, rising employee salaries, and health care costs.  
The district said the layoffs would be based on seniority. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

ECONOMY / RECESSION ISSUES 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Monday, February 14, 2011 
(2:45) 
The city of San Jose was facing the possibility of eliminating one out of every five 
city workers to close a $110 million budget shortfall. The budget mess came on 
top of a $118 million budget gap in the last year.  The cuts would be across the 
board and deeper than ever before, from senior centers and libraries to police 
and fire departments.  The city would have to eliminate 1,193 positions or 20 
percent of the workforce if unions didn't make pay concessions.  The mayor was 
asking every employee to take a 10 percent pay cut that the city manager 
calculated would save $38 million and protect up to 335 jobs. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11AM - Tuesday, January 25, 2011 
(1:48) 
Google was planning to hire more than 6,200 people in 2011, up from 4,500 in 
2010.  That would set a new record for hiring in a single year at Google.  In late 
2010, Google announced it would give its 24,000 employees a 10% pay raise to 
retain them as start-ups began to compete for talented engineers and sales staff. 
 The annual "State of the Valley Report" showed that Silicon Valley might have 
started to turn the corner on the great recession.  But this was offset by 
corresponding job losses in the public sector.  A recruiting firm surveyed 4,000 
CEOs and 8 percent of them in California said they planned to increase hiring.  
Aggressive hiring plans by big firms such as Google were expected to trigger 
smaller companies to hire. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Thursday, January 20, 2011 
(2:29) 
The city of Vallejo announced its plan to emerge from bankruptcy, but that plan 
meant that city employees would bear a significant financial burden. Talking 
about deep cuts into what they had been promised.  Before the bankruptcy in 
2008, Vallejo did what a lot of cities did. It allowed employees to accrue sick 
leave and vacation time with the promise that it could be cashed in at retirement, 
but bankruptcy changed that.  The city manager announced that Vallejo had 
stabilized to the point where they did not anticipate any further reductions.  
Vallejo was the second largest municipal bankruptcy in California's history. 

  

 



(Economy / Recession Cont.)  

  
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Tuesday, January 25, 2011 
(1:52) 
Dozens of jobs were on the line in Santa Clara County, as the Board of 
Supervisors put painful finishing touches on a new county budget.  
In a crowded room with budget cuts on the agenda, a sister spoke up for her 
brother who had schizophrenia and a new lease on life thanks to a public 
guardian advocate from social services.  In an effort to close a $55 million 
budget gap, the county's social services agency took a $6 million hit.  As many 
as 107 positions throughout the county would be impacted by the budget 
balancing maneuvers.  The concern was that the continuing state budget crisis 
would make balancing the next county budget even more difficult.  

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Wednesday, January 5, 2011 
(2:21) 
There were signs in Silicon Valley that the job picture was brightening up a bit.  
During the recession, empty cubicles represented layoffs, but they were starting 
to symbolize job openings.  MarkLogic, a San Carlos software company, planned 
to hire 150 people in 2011.  The company recruiter said applicants had to 
network, do their homework to stand out in a sea of resumes, and learn about 
the company first to see if they would fit in.  The White House was trying to foster 
a new wave of job creation in Silicon Valley. The president's advisory 
commission on Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders would hold a summit to 
help entrepreneurs connect to government programs and services.  The goal 
was to boost the economy and create more jobs.  

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Tuesday, January 4, 2011 
(2:39) 
Oakland's new mayor, Jean Quan, started her first full day at work, meeting with 
the police force, before dawn.  She wanted to talk about police pensions.  They 
wanted the city to re-hire officers laid off in 2010. Tensions over a heated 
election campaign and the police union that supported her opponent still seemed 
to run deep.  The question on the minds of many was whether the officers laid off 
would be rehired.  As a member of the City Council, Quan voted for the layoffs. 
Quan wanted police to pay 9 percent of their salaries into their pensions, and 
officers wanted a guarantee of no more job cuts.  The mayor said she planned to 
ask the city council to reopen negotiations with the Police Officer's Association. 
Oakland's police force was at 656 officers, or 175 fewer than two years before. 

 

 

 



(Economy / Recession Cont.)  

  
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Monday, January 31, 2011 
(2:32) 
Lawmakers in Contra Costa County desperately wanted more information about 
the governor’s budget plan, even if it wasn’t what they wanted to hear.  At a 
study session, supervisors were trying to plan for what they knew -- that they had 
to cut at least $45 million from a $1.2 billion budget.  That was on top of nearly 
$100 million in cuts made in the previous three years, and the state planned to 
send more budget challenges their way.  Under the governor’s plan, Contra 
Costa and other counties would see a shift of tens of thousands of low-level 
inmates from California prisons to local jails.  Counties could also lose millions in 
redevelopment dollars, money that in part funded local fire protection.  At the 
same time, Contra Costa was also grappling with skyrocketing public employee 
pension costs.  

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Friday, February 11, 2011 

(2:45) 
At first glance it looked like a windfall, almost $15 million. That’s the amount of a 
FEMA grant awarded to the City of San Jose to help rehire 49 firefighters laid off 
in August 2010 as part of the city's historic budget cuts.  But the money came 
with strings attached. The terms of using the grant money required any new hires 
to stay on the job for at least two years, and that meant they couldn't be laid off. 
Given the city's $110 million 2011 budget shortfall, on top of a $118 million 
budget shortfall in 2010, there was concern if the city took the grant it would be in 
a difficult position to make layoffs in other departments to protect firefighters. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAFETY & EMERGENCY ISSUES 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Tuesday, March 22, 2011 
(2:20) 
Homeowners in the Santa Cruz Mountains were still cut off from civilization after 
a big rock slide and with more rain coming it could take a while longer.  About 50 
people in 33 homes were trapped on the wrong side of the large slide.  The 
county did not know when work would begin to get rid of the slide and suggested 
some residents may want to move away for a while.  Only four homes were 
without power.  Sheriff's deputies checked on residents to make sure they had 
everything they needed.  Residents pulled out the chain saws and loaders and 
began creating a road big enough for people to drive on and it could eventually 
be a new road if the county approves.  

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Monday, March 28, 2011 

(2:47) 
More rain brought more flooding in Capitola after the downtown area flooded two 
days earlier.  A wall of water rushed into homes and businesses not once, but 
twice.  Business owners said it had nothing to do with the creek rising, but simply 
because pipes were broken and the culvert washed-out.  A business owner 
blamed the city; "the city knew the problem was there and they didn't take care of 
it before."  The city had crews working to replace the pipe.  Capitola declared a 
state of emergency, and county supervisors were expected to hold a special 
meeting to vote on whether to ask the governor to declare a countywide state of 
emergency.  

 
 
 
 
 



(Safety & Emergency Issues Cont.)  

  
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11AM - Monday, March 21, 2011 
(2:28) 
Weather related problems affected operation of Contra Costa Community 
College for the fourth day.  The college had been without power so 
administrators cancelled all classes and called PG&E.  This impacted thousands 
of students.  PG&E finished their investigation and determined that the problem 
was on the college side of the meter.  College crews worked all through the 
weekend to try and find the cause.  Officials admitted that the system was about 
30-years-old, but they also wondered if the rains played a role.  Administrators 
couldn’t say when classes would resume. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Thursday, March 31, 2011 
(2:27) 
A neighborhood in Hercules was erecting barricades to protect other homes from 
a collapsing hillside that threatened to totally give way at any time.  The city 
declared a state of emergency after it turned out that two homes were the only 
things holding up the crumbling hill.  Four homes were red tagged, and four more 
were yellow-tagged.  The Hercules City Council voted to declare a local 
emergency to help homeowners get state money to shore up the hillside. The 
city’s chief building engineer was drafting a request for state assistance.  He said 
a preliminary cost estimate was $4 million, and he was also working with the city 
of San Pablo that also suffered storm damage.  The idea was that perhaps a 
joint request would prod the state into quick action.  
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11AM - Friday, March 18, 2011 
(2:49) 
A tornado warning for San Mateo County issued by the National Weather 
Service expired at 11:30 a.m. with no report of damage, a meteorologist with the 
weather service said late this morning.  The warning was issued at about 11 a.m. 
for most of the county as the weather service's radar system picked up signs of a 
severe thunderstorm and possible tornado approaching the coast.  Winds of 30 
to 40 mph, a downpour of rain, and pea-sized hail were reported, but not a 
tornado. The heavy part of the storm passed through the Peninsula, and once it 
got over the Bay, it rapidly decreased in intensity. 

 

 

 

 

 



(Economy / Recession Cont.)  

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Friday, March 18, 2011 
(2:32) 
In light of the radiation leaks at the Japanese nuclear power plant, U.S. customs 
and Border Protection personnel at international airports across the country were 
using radiation detectors on arriving passengers.  Besides monitoring 
passengers, cargo and mail coming from Japan were also being checked.  There 
were a lot more passengers leaving Japan and arriving at SFO because of the 
risk.  U.S. Customs and Border Protection said personal radiation detectors were 
being used at airports.  SF International Airport had sophisticated equipment to 
also determine the type of radiation.  U.C. Berkeley suspended its study abroad 
programs in Japan.  All of the students in the CAL and CSU programs in Japan 
were safe and accounted for. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Wednesday, March 16, 2011 
(2:45) 
The giant earthquake in Japan had Bay Area residents looking at the risk they 
lived with in the Bay Area, home to major fault lines like the Hayward and San 
Andreas.  Scientists and engineers with the United States Geological Survey 
said there was a 63 percent chance of a magnitude 6.7 quake happening in the 
Bay area within 30 years.  A study by a geotechnical engineer said San 
Francisco was particularly vulnerable.  It estimated that tens of thousands of 
buildings would be badly damaged, and there would be 250,000 San 
Franciscans who would not be able to return to their homes.  
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Tuesday, March 1, 2011 
(2:06) 
San Francisco's industrial areas had long been dumping grounds.  City Attorney 
Dennis Herrera hoped a lawsuit he filed in Superior Court Tuesday would send a 
message to companies and individuals.  The lawsuit charged two companies and 
their owners with illegally dumping more than 100 tons of roofing material and 
construction debris on public property in the Bay View/Hunters Point 
neighborhood.  Witnesses came forward to report the dumping and some 
material, including cell phones, helped investigators track the crime to the two 
businesses.  They could face fines of more than $500,000 as a result of the civil 
lawsuit.  Both companies denied any wrongdoing. 

 

 



 

 

YOUTH ISSUES 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6AM - Thursday, March 31, 2011 
(2:39)  
Internet access was spreading in one of the Bay Area's toughest neighborhoods. 
A program was handing out computers to some families there to improve 
education and health and reduce violence.  Quietly over the past year, Wi-Fi 
antennas had been popping up on some rooftops in Richmond's infamous Iron 
Triangle. The non-profit Building Blocks for Kids coordinated the project.  The 
Iron Triangle was selected because of the challenges it faced.  These included 
low academic test scores, health problems, and generational violence.  
Building Blocks for Kids believed that showing people the world online could help 
break the cycle of poverty and violence. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Friday, March 18, 2011 
 (1:56)  
While large cities like Oakland used injunctions and increasingly aggressive 
tactics to combat gangs, Dublin was taking a kinder, gentler approach with a 
program called Care, Not Cuffs.  City officials credited the proactive approach 
with making it virtually gang-free.  Dublin favored prevention over reaction, and it 
involves Livermore, Dublin's larger neighbor to the east, had its share of gang 
members, primarily Nortenos and Surenos. Livermore Police Chief estimated 
Livermore's gang members numbered in the dozens.  Livermore’s the anti-gang 
effort focused on keeping young people away from them in the first place. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Tuesday, January 25, 2011 
(2:03) 
The city of Oakland was reaching out to help keep kids in school and out of 
trouble.  Only 35% of Oakland's African-American boys graduated from high 
school.  Thanks to a $350,000 grant, students mentored other students along 
with community members and police officers.  The goal was to turn schools in 
some of Oakland's toughest neighborhoods into safe havens after the bell rings. 
 A place where students could get help with homework and support they needed 
to stay alive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



(Youth Issues Cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Thursday, February 17, 2011 
(1:51)  
A 13-year-old girl walking to school in East Oakland in the morning was forced 
into a home and sexually assaulted by a man she didn’t know.  He was 
described as being in his 50’s, police said.  The girl went with the man because 
he threatened her life.  She managed to escape when the man became 
distracted, and then went to her school where officials reported the assault to 
Oakland Police.  They arrested the suspect at the apartment where the attack 
occurred, and neighbors said he lived there.  Authorities placed a child found in 
the home in protective custody. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6AM - Saturday, January 22, 2011 
(2:35)  
San Jose leaders admitted that their city had a gang problem and that was the 
main reason the city organized The Crime and Gang Prevention Summit.  It 
came just one day after a gang-related murder when a 17-year-old shot and 
killed an 18-year-old as he rode his bike.  It was the city's 17th homicide of the 
year.  The summit brought several groups together to combat a problem that had 
been on top of the minds of city officials and community leaders.  Everyone at 
the summit had the same goal, to clean up San Jose.  It was not just about a 
physical change, but it an overall transformation away from drugs, crime and 
gangs.  For the first time, the city asked faith-based groups to take a leading role 
not just for spiritual reasons, but for economics. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Sunday, January 9, 2011 
(2:50) 
Founded in a farming community east of Fresno in 2004, the Wellspring 
Academy helped obese teenagers shed pounds with a no-nonsense program of 
exercise, diet and more exercise -- three hours a day, every day.  The exercise 
was straight forward, and so was the diet philosophy, with a focus on cutting the 
fat.  Academy counselors worked on issues like building self-esteem, but many 
of the students pointed out the support they got from each other.  While the 
program had produced documented results, it didn't come cheap. Tuition was 
over $6,000 a month. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://search.abclocal.go.com/search/client?st=kgo&search=siteSearch&q=Wellspring+Academy
http://search.abclocal.go.com/search/client?st=kgo&search=siteSearch&q=Wellspring+Academy


(Youth Issues Cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Tuesday, January 25, 2011 
(2:04)  
There is plenty of controversy about a proposal from the San Francisco 
Municipal Transportation Authority.  They were going to consider whether to 
allow nannies to have permits so they could park all day in their bosses' 
neighborhoods.  Without a permit nannies had to leave the kids alone for ten to 
fifteen minutes to move their cars to avoid a parking ticket.  One mom organized 
a movement of moms pushing for parking permits for nannies. The SFMTA 
oversees the permits that have been around since 1976, to allow residents to 
park in their own neighborhoods without watching the clock. Muni officials were 
proposing one parking placard if the family provided a birth certificate for their 
child and signed an affidavit swearing it was for the nanny.  The Muni board 
would vote on the proposal in the following week. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  



SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Tuesday, January 4, 2011 
(3:08) 
The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency approved settlements for 
11 lawsuits filed against the city stemming from an array of mistakes and 
misdeeds by the city's bus, light rail and cable car drivers. In the end, it is San 
Francisco taxpayers who are footing the bill totaling just under $2.5 million.  
"Every one of them, we wish didn't happen, but some of it is just accidents 
happen," SFMTA Board Chairman said.  The I-Team pulled the court records on 
the cases and found a litany of dangerous mistakes and outlandish behavior by 
city employees. MTA Executive Director said the city's mass transit was 
becoming safer. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Friday, February 11, 2011 
(6:25) 
A San Francisco small businessman made accusations of corruption and 
influence peddling at city officials.  It had to do with very lucrative contracts to run 
the city's parking garages.  The city attorney was investigating the 
businessman's claim he filed.  He won the bidding to run six of San Francisco's 
most profitable garages, but somehow he lost the deal.  He alleged that the 
companies who did not like the outcome were able to influence powerful people 
in the city to get the decision reversed.  His attorneys filed a claim against the 
city and county alleging "unfair business practices," "retaliation," "intentional 
interference with contractual relationships," and more.  Investigators at the city 
attorney's office say they’d wrap up the case soon.  

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Thursday, February 3, 2011 
(5:33) 
A crime lab technician who was at the center of a scandal that rocked the SFPD 
was mistakenly delivered illegal drugs by the SFPD.  The scandal developed 
when the technician admitted to skimming cocaine from evidence she tested in 
the crime lab for her own use.  The attorney general's office declined to 
prosecute her for lack of evidence.  But with her work and court testimony in 
question, 700 active drug cases were dismissed and thousands of convictions 
were getting a second look.  The mistake occurred when officers during the 
investigation wanted to return the tech’s personal property they seized from the 
crime lab.  Along with personal items and work-related property, they returned a 
file that contained proficiency tests with small drug sample test packets still 
attached.  The district attorney refused to be interviewed for this report. 

 

 

 



(Special News Reports Cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Wednesday, February 16, 2011 
(1:36)  
Five years after the San Francisco Police Department's "Cops Gone Wild" video 
scandal, the disciplinary cases against the officers involved finally wrapped up.  
Meant as a going-away video for the captain of the Bay View Station, dozens of 
officers appeared in the video, but no one was punished as severely as Wendy 
Hurley.  The San Francisco Police Commission voted to suspend Hurley 360 
days without pay.  The commission was in the process of also deciding the fate 
of Jimmy Lewis who said "you can basically see that a lot of our rights are being 
violated as police officers.  Both Lewis and Hurley believed they had grounds for 
a lawsuit because other officers were not punished as harshly. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Wednesday, February 23, 2011 
(5:01)  
The poor conditions in California state prisons came under intense scrutiny the 
past few years. In fact, a federal receiver had to be appointed to make sure that 
health care for inmates improved to meet even the minimal standards.  But, the 
problems persisted.  Doctors gave 48 year-old Teddie Rowe just weeks or days 
to live. His heart was operating at just 14 percent.  Prison activists pointed to him 
as a prime example of the lack of health care behind bars.  Failure to treat 
chronic diseases such as diabetes was a central problem cited by an inspector 
general's audit of 17 California prisons.  It found "nearly all prisons were 
ineffective at ensuring that inmates received their medications" and "the second 
recurring problem...was poor access to medical providers and services." 
 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Saturday, February 26, 2011 
(5:56)  
A San Francisco man claimed in a lawsuit that police used excessive force when 
they threw him out of a theatre.  The suit alleged that two police officers escorted 
the man to the lobby.  When he wanted to go back to his seat, with no warning, 
an officer quickly moved in and put him in a restraining hold with his arm behind 
his back.  That’s when he heard his bones snap.  He wasn’t charged with 
anything and was pushed out of the theatre by the officer.  The incident raised 
questions about how far the police could go and who gets targeted and why.  In 
this case, a man who had committed no crime ended up suffering a major injury 
allegedly at the hands of the San Francisco Police Department. The city and 
officers denied the allegations.  Court records showed that the theatre manager 
on duty at the time backed up the man’s allegations.  

 
 



(Special News Reports Cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Friday, February 18, 2011 
(2:11)  
Some riders on Muni were tired of the sounds the Clipper card made when 
swiped.  One passenger said "It's like having a piercing alarm clock at hip level 
as you're crunched onto a commuter streetcar -- can't get away from it.  It's right 
next to you, but you have to put up with it to get downtown," he said.  The noise 
was coming from the reader where commuters swipe their pre-paid Clipper cards 
to pay the fare.  A spokesman for the Metropolitan Transportation Commission 
said, "the problem was the card readers would go into a continuous beeping loop 
if more than one card entered the field of that card reader."  He said the 
contractor that maintained the card readers wrote a software patch to stop the 
unwanted noise. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Wednesday, February 9, 2011 
(3:25)  
Two congressmen were looking into the tragic death of a mentally ill veteran 
after an ABC 7 I-Team investigation.  William Hamilton killed himself after a 
military hospital discharged him against the wishes of his parents.  Congressmen 
John Garamendi said Hamilton, an Iraq War veteran, deserved better than the 
treatment he got at California's military and VA hospitals.  Hospital staff at a 
county hospital attempted admits at three VA hospitals before they finally found 
Hamilton a bed at David Grant Medical Center at Travis Air Force Base.  His 
parents asked the hospital to keep him for two weeks, but they discharged him 
after just three days. The same night he was discharged he stepped in front of a 
train.  The case was before the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in San 
Francisco.  Vets For Common Sense said Hamilton's case was a reminder that 
veteran suicide was a problem that wasn’t going away. 


