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During the fourth quarter of 2011, KGO-TV aired the following regularly 
scheduled local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total 
cumulative average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

 Monday - Friday  4:30-7:00AM 

 Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

 Monday - Friday 4:00-5:00PM 

 Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

 Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

 Monday - Friday 11:00-11:35PM 

 Saturday & Sunday  11:00PM-12:00AM 

 Saturday & Sunday 5:00-6:00AM / 6:00-7:00AM / 8:00-9:00AM 

 Sunday  9:00-10:00AM / 9:00-9:30AM 

 Saturday & Sunday 4:00-5:00PM / 5:00-5:30PM & 6:00-6:30PM 

  



During the fourth quarter of 2011, KGO-TV also aired the following 
regularly scheduled locally produced programming that addressed the 
problems and needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES- This locally produced public affairs program 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  The program’s objective was to go “beyond the headlines” and 
explore critical issues facing the community.  KGO-TV news anchors hosted this 
program that aired Sundays from 10:00 to 10:30am. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 7- This news compilation program repurposed and reviewed local 
news reports that covered significant community issues.  These included in-
depth Assignment 7 Reports, I-Team Investigations, Seven on Your Side 
Consumer issues, and Science & Medical Reports.  KGO-TV news anchors 
hosted this program that aired Sundays from 4:30-5:00pm. 
 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs unit that 
provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm newscasts, 
and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.   

Office staff answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls from viewers 
seeking help with a wide variety of consumer problems.  On the average, the unit 
received over 4000 e-mails/ letters, and over 1500 phone calls per month. 

 
7 LIVE: New, live, topical talk show engages viewers and guests in real-time 
candid conversations about the people and things making news including social 
networking, pop culture, entertainment, tech news and politics, all moderated by 
Brian Copeland and Lizzie Bermudez.  This program aired weekdays from 3:00-
4:00pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 
 

During the fourth quarter of 2011, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 
FROM THE BAY AREA TO SIERRA LEONE: A JOURNEY OF HOPE:   
This program took viewers to one of the most dangerous places on earth for 
mothers and young children, to see the progress being made with help from the 
Bay Area and beyond.  The West African nation of Sierra Leone was devastated 
by a decade long civil war, marked by atrocities, the struggle for blood diamonds 
and widespread destruction. Though peace had returned, the country struggled 
to control malaria, malnutrition, and a child mortality rate that was still one of the 
highest in the world. Traveling through Sierra Leone’s rugged bush country, 
ABC7’s Carolyn Johnson also found stories of intense hope.  There was still 
much work ahead, and the Bay Area was deeply involved sponsoring children, 
with aid to help transform entire villages. With the help of humanitarian groups 
like World Vision, organizers were hoping to spark profound and lasting changes 
in countries like Sierra Leone.  This original program aired on Friday, December 
16

th
, 6:30-7:00pm. 

  
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  
This program was part of a series of yearly specials produced to celebrate the 
diversity of the Bay Area.  This special saluted the achievements of five 
outstanding people from the Bay Area.  This original program aired on Sunday, 
November 6

th
, 10:00-10:30am, and was repeated on Sunday, November 27

th
, 

10:00-10:30am. 
 
THE ROAD TO RECOVERY: SOLUTIONS FROM THE 99 PERCENT  
ABC7’s Dan Ashley sits down with everyday people from the Bay Area looking 
for solutions to put America’s economy back on track.  What is the fastest way to 
get people back to work?  Can the housing crisis be solved quickly?  Leading 
experts address short-term and long-term fixes to get the economy on the road 
to recovery.  This original program aired on Sunday, December 18

th
, 6:30-

7:00pm. 
 
REEFS TO RAINFORESTS: THE GREAT EXPEDITION: 
The California Academy of Sciences launched its largest expedition ever to find 
and document all types of life in one of the richest eco-systems on the planet.  
Scientists estimated that 90% of the earth’s species had yet to be discovered.  
ABC 7 followed researchers hiking through tropical rain forests, diving in coral 
reefs, and trawling the deep ocean in and around the Philippines.  ABC 7’S Dan 
Ashley hosted this original program that aired on Saturday, October 22

nd
, 10:00-

11:00pm, and repeats aired on Saturday, November 5
th

, 3:00-4:00am, and on 
Sunday, November 20

th
, 1:00-2:00pm. 



 
SPONSORED EVENTS 
 
The following community events were featured on KGO-TV’s day planner, 
“Around the Bay,” the station’s vehicle for sponsoring upcoming community 
events.   Each of these thirty-second spots featured two to three events, and 
aired for two weeks on a fixed schedule: 
 
10/1/11 – 10/14/11       
Support for Families of Children with Disabilities (10/14) 
Broomstick Ball (10/22) 
  
10/15/11 – 10/28/11     
Gourmet East Bay (11/5) Diablo Magazine                                 
Abilities United Authors Luncheon (11/5) 
Bonnie J. Addario Lung Cancer Foundation Gala (11/5) 
  
10/29/11 – 11/11/11     
Momentum Shining Stars (11/17/11)  
Napa Valley Film Festival (11/9-11/13) 
  
11/12/11 – 11/25/11     
Glide Holiday Jam (12/1) 
ICB Winter Open Studios (12/3-12/4) 
Help is on the Way (12/5) REAF 
  
11/26/11 – 12/9/11       
Kimochi Silver Bells (12/10) 
Chinese for Affirmative Action (12/16) 
  
12/10/11 – 12/23/11     
Oakland Ballet (12/22-12/24) 
Global Winter Wonderland 
  
12/24/11 – 12/31/11         
USS Hornet 
Exploratorium 

  
  
 

 

 

 

 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the fourth quarter of 2011, KGO-TV aired over 1100 public service 
announcements in various time periods throughout the broadcast day that 
involved a variety of topics.  Some of the PSA sponsors that aired in this quarter 
included:  Cal National Guard, Lead Poisoning Prevention, Stop Health Fraud, 
The Nature Conservancy, Hands Only CPR, Paralyzed Veterans, Partnership 
For a Drug-free California, Department of Veterans Affairs, Diabetes 
Management, Alcoholics Anonymous, Depression Is Real, Wounded Warriors, 
American Pain Foundation, Social Security, U.S. Marine Corps, Pet Adoption, 
Guide Dogs For The Blind, 9/11 Memorial, Cal Medical Association, and CARE. 

 

* * * * 

 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

* * * * 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through these efforts 
we’ve determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 

 YOUTH 

 CRIME & LAW ENFORCEMENT 

 ECONOMY & POVERTY 

 SAFETY 

 TRANSPORTATION 

 SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

 
Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 

 

 

 

 

 



LOCAL PROGRAMS ADDRESSING 
THE PROBLEMS & NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 
 

YOUTH 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Tuesday, October 18, 2011 
(2:16) 
A Bay Area student that could easily have been a statistic was changing the 
community, focused on her future and about to accept the prestigious Brower 
Youth Award for contributions to the environment.  Tania Pulido of Richmond 
was a high-school truant with no college aspirations, but she eventually 
discovered she had a passion for social justice.  She put her leadership skills to 
work at an urban garden in Richmond, organized the community, and trained 
local youth to work and appreciate urban agriculture. 

  

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Friday, December 9, 2011 
(4:21) 
The choking game was a risky fad that claimed another young victim, a freshman 
from Mills High School in Millbrae.  The parents of the 14 year-old who died 
asked the I-Team to tell this story.  He told his parents that he was heading to 
the park to meet friends, but instead went to a popular meeting place "the fort."  
His friends arrived to find him with a rope around his neck, attached to a tree 
about four feet from the ground.  San Mateo County sheriff's investigators were 
working the case as a suicide, but the coroner told the family it appeared to be 
something else. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Friday, December 9, 2011 
(2:25) 
The Make-A-Wish foundation fulfilled the dream for a five year-old leukemia 
patient who had been treated for the disease since two weeks before his second 
birthday.  The boy was diagnosed with acute lymphoblastic leukemia. 
Chemotherapy treatments had been a part of his life for three years.  "Tomas 
liked wild cats, and so he wished to meet them in person," said Stephanie Brown 
with the Make-A-Wish Foundation. "We are sending him to the San Diego, he is 
going to the zoo (and) he is going to have a VIP tour with the cats."   

 

 

 



(Youth Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Sunday, December 11, 2011  
(2:07) 
An anti-bullying candlelight vigil was held in Campbell Saturday evening for 19-
year-old Amanda Brownell who tried to kill herself three years earlier.  She 
thought death was better than living, and after being bullied by so-called friends, 
she attempted suicide.  She was confined to a wheelchair after attempting 
suicide in a school cafeteria bathroom when she was 16.  She can’t see, walk, 
talk or eat on her own now.  Those who attended also donated to the anti-
bullying campaign and took a pledge to stop bullying wherever they see it. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Friday, October 7, 2011 
(3:40) 
Children in San Francisco's Mission District were often underserved, but one 
organization offered a special enrichment program to help students who were not 
just interested in science, but excited about it.  The Mission Science Workshop 
started in 1990, and by 2011 students got nearly two hours of science every time 
they visited the workshop. The program director and founder wanted 
underserved kids to learn by exploring first hand. 
 
  
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Thursday, November 24, 2011 
(4:30) 
This report profiled Camp Oziku, a free summer camp for young cancer patients. 
It was a place where kids could put cancer down for a little while and soar to new 
heights in their personal lives.  The secret to camp’s success was peer support. 
The kids learned there were no limits in a family environment where kindness 
was the rule, not the exception.  Many of the counselors were former campers 
that were taught that the kids came first.  Program officials were hoping for 
donors to step up again in order to build a pavilion that would have an arts and 
crafts center, breezeway and a meeting area for campers and counselors in-
between activities. 

 

  

   

 

 

 



(Youth Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 4PM - Monday, December 19, 2011 
(2:34) 
Many Oakland families were going through hard times because of the slow 
economy and that’s why city officials were asking for help to bring toys to low-
income kids.  Officials said they might not have enough toys for every kid.  Some 
parents said without the Oakland toy drive, their children wouldn’t have any 
presents.  The mayor said they needed to raise another $10,000 to help buy 
more gifts. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Tuesday, December 20, 2011 
(1:48) 
A government-sponsored panel recently recommended children be regularly 
tested for cholesterol, but physicians cautioned that some common cholesterol 
treatments might not be appropriate for young children.  The panel pointed to 
studies showing that triggers for adult heart disease, such as obesity, often begin 
in childhood.  The goal was to accurately identify kids at high risk.



CRIME & LAW ENFORCEMENT 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Thursday, December 15, 2011 
(2:45) 
Open carry would become illegal in California on January 1

st
 when the new state 

took effect, so local gun activists went to Sun Valley Mall in Concord Wednesday 
night, with their unloaded weapons, in what might have been one of their final 
demonstrations.  About a dozen gun advocates came to BJ's Restaurant to show 
their support for California's open carry law.  They went to Sun Valley Mall to 
educate the public about what they believed was their Second Amendment right. 
 The group pointed out that after the ban goes into effect, it wouldn't include rifles 
or shotguns, so you might still see some of those on people in public. 
 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Friday, December 9, 2011  
(1:32) 
Thieves stole approximately 125 Apple iPads from a Best Buy electronics store 
in San Carlos Thursday night, according to the San Mateo County Sheriff's 
Office.  Deputies determined that the suspects slid under a jacked-up security 
gate and dragged a large locked steel rack containing the 125 tablet computers 
through a fire exit door and onto a vehicle.  Deputies said the loss to the store 
was estimated to be more than $100,000.  The suspects fled the scene and had 
not been found as of this morning. The sheriff's office said there was no 
description immediately available for them or their vehicle. 
 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM – Monday, December 5, 2011 
(1:19) 
Redwood City police were looking for four suspects in the shooting of two men at 
a fast food parking lot.  The Burger King restaurant on Middlefield Road was 
open when the shooting happened about 7pm Sunday night.  One man was shot 
in the arm and the other was shot in the leg.  They were rushed to the hospital, 
but police didn't believe their injuries were life threatening.  Police continued to 
investigate what led up to the shooting, and didn't think it was gang-related.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 (Crime & Law Enforcement Cont.) 

 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Tuesday, December 13, 2011 
(2:03)` 
California has more identity theft complaints than any other state, more than one 
million each year.  So the state attorney general decided to fight fire with fire, or 
in this case, technology with technology.   State Attorney General Kamala Harris 
was in San Jose Tuesday to launch a counter attack, and what she called a 
model approach to fighting high-tech crime.  "We take those crimes seriously 
and we're here to say to anybody who thinks they're smarter than us in terms of 
how they use that technology, times are changing," Harris said. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM – Wednesday, December 14, 2011 
(2:54) 
State narcotics agents and police raided two East Bay locations Wednesday 
afternoon. They served search warrants at a Newark medical marijuana 
dispensary and at a private home in Danville where the owners allegedly live.  
According to the Attorney General's office, agents were serving arrest warrants 
at the Happy Wellness Center Marijuana Dispensary in Newark. The warrants 
were for conspiracy, possession and sales of marijuana.  An attorney for the 
dispensary said, "It is completely a non-profit. Nobody is making that kind of 
money. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 4PM - Tuesday, November 29, 2011 
(3:11) 
A 26 year-old Oakland woman who said she turned to bank robbery to pay for 
college was helping other parolees make a fresh start.  Ex-convicts opened up to 
Alejandra Bautista, in part, because she, too, served time in a federal prison. 
What is unusual about her story is that as a college student she needed money 
to continue paying for her tuition, and with no one to turn to, she decided to do 
the unthinkable. When she was paroled, she met Elizabeth Marlow, the co-
founder of The Gamble Institute, a non-profit helping parolees get back into 
society. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Crime & Law Enforcement Cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Wednesday, November 23, 2011 
(1:53) 
Police have a new tool to fight crime in Santa Cruz that helps them predict a 
crime before it even happens. Prof. George Mohler of Santa Clara University 
invented the “Predictive Policing Program”.  Maps can be produced showing 
officers where a break-in will occur, using seven years of crime statistics and 
current data.  At the start of each watch, officers are given a list and a set of 
maps showing 500-by-500 foot sectors where the probability is highest of a 
crime. In a typical hour, officers spend 50 minutes handling calls. The rest of the 
hour is focused on the predicted crime areas.  This focuses on what they can do 
in that 20 minutes, to come through these specific locations whenever they can, 
and that presence helps deter crime.  

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Wednesday, November 16, 2011 
(2:00) 
In Antioch police are investigating a fatal shooting by one of their own. They say 
a man was a danger and was warned, before they took him out.  For some in the 
neighborhood it was a case of excessive force, but for others, it was another 
example of a community eaten apart by violence.  One neighbor said crime had 
melted away the very fabric that once made this a thriving neighborhood.  The 
homeowners' association installed Security cameras the year before, and they 
also had their own police force.  But neighbors said that was not enough to stop 
all of the violence.  Antioch police declined an interview for this story only saying 
the investigation is still ongoing. 

 



ECONOMY & POVERTY 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Wednesday, December 14, 2011 
(2:51)  
A highly successful homeless shelter program for veterans was shutting down 
after helping thousands of down and out veterans over the past decade.  In its 
eleven years, 7,000 people passed through the doors of the Homeless Veterans 
Emergency Facility in Menlo Park. The veterans rebuilt their lives, escaped from 
addiction and found jobs.  A former homeless veteran started the shelter, 
partnering with the V.A. that provided the building and grant money. He said 
there was still hope his former residents would reunite under one roof. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Thursday, December 15, 2011 
(2:38) 
Despite a national decrease, foreclosures were up in Bay Area.  Activists fought 
back against the foreclosure process in Martinez on Thursday, and new statistics 
demonstrated why they felt compelled to do something.  The real concern was 
what would happen after January 1st when another surge of bank repossessions 
was expected, especially in Contra Costa County that had already been hit hard 
by the foreclosure crisis.  In Martinez, protesters shouted down auctioneers and 
buyers of foreclosed properties on the courthouse steps. At least one of those 
bidding on the homes thought the chants coming from the protesters were 
misguided.  
 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Wednesday, December 14, 2011  
(2:02) 
For 11 years, insurance companies and the automotive repair industry had given 
away cars to needy people at Christmas. This time around, it was five cars -- a 
record.  The program began in 2000 with one car and one recipient.  That the 
cars look good is a minor miracle considering what they have been through. 
Each of the cars is technically totaled, but recoverable with lots of elbow grease, 
donated parts and donated labor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Economy & Poverty Cont.)  

ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Thursday, December 22, 2011 
(1:56) 
A local family evicted from their foreclosed home was getting support from 
demonstrators across the state and even from New York.  It's their defiant 
decision to be home for the holidays.  The family was evicted in July, but in 
December re-occupied the property as part of a protest organized by the Alliance 
of Californians for Community Empowerment or ACCE, which blames predatory 
lending practices for thousands of foreclosures throughout California.  There was 
no comment on Thursday from the two lenders. The family hoped to work 
something out with help from supporters vowing to fight for the property they 
owned for 15 years. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Thursday, December 8, 2011 
(2:25)  

Federal authorities served a search warrant in Contra Costa County at the 
residential office of KATN Trust, a company suspected in bilking nearly 600 
residents in a mortgage rescue scheme. The investigation began in 
Alameda County, but quickly spread throughout California and beyond.  It's 
important to note, that no formal charges have been filed in the federal 
case, and the defendant’s attorney said us her client would fully cooperate 
with the investigation. 

 
 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Tuesday, December 6, 2011 
(2:02) 

Occupy protesters in Oakland tried to stop an auction of foreclosed homes 
by taking over a vacant property. The demonstration was part of a 
nationwide action.  A home in West Oakland was just one of several 
foreclosed properties that demonstrators said were an example of 
fraudulent lending practices by banks offering subprime loans to lenders 
and leaving them with huge mortgages impossible to pay, eventually 
forcing them into foreclosure.  They were asking that banks ease the rules 
for people who cannot pay their mortgages.  A bank worker said that he is 
only doing his job and that the anger of protestors was aimed in the wrong 
direction. 

 
 
 
 



(Economy & Poverty Cont.) 

  

ABC 7 NEWS AT 11AM - Tuesday, December 6, 2011 
(2:00) 
About $15,000 in clothes that were confiscated from illegal garment shops in 
California, were donated to families in need in Oakland.  The State Labor 
Commissioner was responsible for removing from commerce any garments that 
were illegally manufactured, and must destroy or donate them.  The clothing 
items were turned around during the holidays, and donated to a center where 
people in need could get access to them. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Saturday, December 3, 2011 
(2:26) 
San Francisco's labor unions converged on the Hyatt Regency hotel Friday 
afternoon, carrying signs that read "Public interest, not private gain" and shouting 
their opposition to federal and state budget cuts.  Although they chanted "shut it 
down, shut it down," they didn't actually shut the Hyatt down. People at the hotel 
were free to come and go.  It was just one of many stops the group made while 
walking the Financial District.  Later, the labor unions joined the Occupy 
movement at Justin Herman Plaza for a concert. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
SAFETY 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11AM - Wednesday, December 14, 2011 
(2:09)  
San Francisco's district attorney announced a major bribery scandal accusing 
city food safety inspectors of selling passing grades to restaurants.  He assured 
the public there never was any threat to the safety of food in restaurants, even 
though hundreds of restaurant managers opted to pay money rather than take a 
food safety exam.  The D.A. said a restaurant manager told Public Health 
Department officials in 2008 about two of its inspectors who were asking 
between $100 and $200 to avoid taking the food safety exams.  If the restaurant 
managers paid, they were given the certification without taking the exams.  The 
suspects were facing felonies and a $10,000 fine.  

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Friday, December 2, 2011 
(3:51) 
The ABC7 I-Team answered a plea from parents in San Francisco's Bernal 
Heights to do something about an unsafe pedestrian freeway overpass they 
have to send their kids over every day?  It was a fast route for teenagers to cross 
over Highway 101 to catch a city bus on Bayshore Boulevard.  For some kids, it 
was the only way to get to school.  The mother of a 16-year-old girl said walking 
over it was really scary, a prime spot for crime, and a common place for people 
to set up camp.  The city sent a crew to remove graffiti and clean up garbage, 
and promised to bring in other city agencies to address the homeless camp. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Tuesday, December 13, 2011 
(2:52) 
The federal government was urging states to ban the use of all portable 
electronic devices by drivers, even hands-free cell phones.  The NTSB didn't 
have the power to impose restrictions, but their recommendations did influence 
federal regulators as well as federal and state lawmakers.  The NTSB said even 
hands-free devices should be off limits since as many as 3,000 people die each 
year due to distracted driving.  ABC7 found a mixed reaction among drivers 
about the idea of banning hands-free devices.  In 2009, The California Highway 
Patrol issued 183,000 citations for illegal cell phone use.  
 

 
. 
 

 



 

(Safety Cont.)  

  
ABC 7 NEWS AT 4PM - Tuesday, November 29, 2011 
(2:46)  
San Francisco had already seen four traffic fatalities in the previous six months, 
and had a higher rate of pedestrian and cyclist injuries, and fatalities than other 
cities did.  The district attorney was asking everyone to slow down and follow 
traffic laws, especially during this holiday season -- and he meant everybody.  
Meantime, the mayor's task force on pedestrian safety was almost ready with a 
plan to increase safety on the streets.  The mayor set a goal of reducing serious 
and fatal injuries by a quarter in five years and by half in 10 years. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11AM - Tuesday, November 22, 2011 
(2:28)  
California lawmakers were demanding to know whether bridges in the state were 
safe.  A senate committee held a hearing asking questions about a fired 
engineer.  Caltrans said state engineer Duane Wiles was accused of falsifying 
data on three construction projects, including the new eastern span of the Bay 
Bridge.  "All structures are safe. The quality of the Bay Bridge tower is not in 
question," said Caltrans acting director Malcolm Dougherty. "Action has been 
taken and processes have been changed." 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Thursday, November 17, 2011 
(5:00)  
A recent city count found more than 8,000 bikes crowded into a handful of San 
Francisco intersections in just one day.  ABC7 News did its own count, crunching 
the numbers on thousands of Bay Area accidents and found there were some 
intersections where you might be taking your life in your hands -- and saw the 
tension on the streets.  ABC7 mapped the intersections out, and found that the 
worst of it was happening in San Francisco. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

(Safety Cont.)  

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Thursday, October 20, 2011 
(3:52)  
A lot had changed in the Oakland Hills 20 years after the East Bay firestorm.   
The roads were still narrow, and there were more homes than ever before.  
Oakland’s fire chief said the region as a whole was better equipped to combat a 
large wild land fire, and that started with prevention.  The fire department insured 
that residents followed fire prevention techniques.  The Hills Emergency Forum 
was formed soon after the 1991 firestorm to coordinate the activities of the 
various entities that owned and maintained land in the East Bay hills.  The fire 
department added its own weather monitoring station providing real-time data 
from key hill locations.  Oakland's hydrants were modified from three inches to 
2.5 inches so other agencies from outside areas could use them. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11AM - Tuesday, October 18, 2011  
(2:30) 
ABC7 kicked off its second annual campaign to raise awareness about fire 
safety and the risks of carbon monoxide poisoning.  Smoke alarms and carbon 
monoxide detectors: they're small, they make a lot of noise and ultimately they 
can save lives.  According to the Centers for Disease Control, carbon monoxide 
is the leading cause of accidental poisoning deaths in America.  The launch was 
held at San Francisco Fire Station No. 7, but departments all around the Bay 
Area would distribute 3,500 of the devices to people in need. In total, 3,000 
smoke alarms and 500 carbon monoxide detectors would be given out. 

 
   
 
 



TRANSPORTATION 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Thursday, December 8, 2011  
(2:51) 
The winning bid for the BART extension contract to the South bay came in at 
$77 million under budget and promises to deliver ahead of schedule, as early as 
2016.  This big news has been a long time coming.  There was a huge round of 
applause when the Valley Transportation Authority board unanimously approved 
a $772 million contract to design and construct the first phase of the BART 
expansion.  "We're moving forward with the construction," said VTA General 
Manager Michael Burns. "We awarded the construction contract and every 
expectation is that we'll have groundbreaking early in 2012." 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Wednesday, November 30, 2011  
(2:05) 
There had been several accidents at Bay Road and Gloria Way in East Palo 
Alto, and city officials were tired of waiting for the state to put in a stop sign.  
State guidelines required that five collisions had to occur within a 12-month 
period to justify installing a stop sign. But At Bay and Gloria, there had been four. 
 So the city of East Palo Alto decided to take action.  The city engineer 
recommended installing flashing LED lights, school crossing signage, high 
visibility cross walks, yield signs, and "no parking" signs north of the intersection. 
 The city council voted 4-1 to adopt the improvements while still working on a 
stop sign plan. 
 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Tuesday, October 25, 2011 
(1:48) 
Funding problems meant San Jose was ignoring its roads and potholes had 
become a bigger issue than ever before.  The city had $277 million in deferred 
maintenance, and with close to 2,400 miles of paved streets without regular 
maintenance, conditions were just getting worse.  The mayor blamed dire budget 
realities, telling ABC7, "I'm not proud of the fact that our roads are in terrible 
condition, but I'm also not proud of the fact that we had to lay off cops."  One 
solution was to ask voters to approve a parcel tax earmarked for road repair, but 
that would take a two-thirds super majority to pass. 

 

 

 

 



 

(Transportation Cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Wednesday, October 19, 2011 
(2:25) 
A new report found that hundreds of San Francisco Bay Area bridges were in 
bad shape.  It found that about 21 percent or 380 Bay Area bridges and 
overpasses had serious structural problems.  The report by Transportation for 
America, a coalition fighting federal transportation spending, said the Bay Area 
had one of the nation's highest numbers of metropolitan area bridge structural 
deficiencies.  A deficiency didn't mean that a bridge was in imminent danger of 
failing.  But the coalition said that work or increased inspections were needed. 
The analysis was based on a federal inventory database rating bridge pavement, 
structures and foundations in 2009, the most recent figures available. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 4PM - Thursday, October 13, 2011  
(2:14) 
This report profiled “Taxishare”, a new app for smart phones that found other 
people going in the same direction when taking a cab ride.  It was social 
networking meets transportation, and was already in Chicago, and launching in 
San Francisco.  You just tap where you're headed and it finds people along the 
way who want to share a ride.  The app also lets you use PayPal to split the fare. 
Everyone wins, except maybe the driver.  Chicago cab drivers can charge extra 
for a shared ride, but San Francisco drivers can't.  

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Tuesday, October 4, 2011 
(1:49) 
Bay Area Rapid Transit officials spent $2 million on a new ramp leading to the 
Lafayette station but didn't include provisions for wheelchairs to get from the 
parking lot to the access ramp.  The parking lot had 117 stalls for vehicles, but 
not a single space had been set aside for the disabled -- putting the transit 
agency potentially at odds with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Building the ramp without handicapped access prompted some head scratching 
among disabled-rights advocates and BART riders.  The person who supervised 
the ramp construction said that an inexpensive fix could be made to add access. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
(Transportation Cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Monday, October 3, 2011  
(1:49) 
The first shared car to live, in what was a public parking spot, was introduced in 
San Francisco.  Local non-profit City Car Share paid $150 a month to make one 
space a tow-away zone.  It is a spot that's now reserved for a blue Prius. 
Residents who pay a monthly fee can check out the car out and use it when 
needed.  "There are times when you need a car. And speaking as someone who 
has no car and is married and has kids, it's doable in San Francisco because car 
sharing fills that gap," said San Francisco MTA Director Ed Reiskin.  More 
shared cars were planned for Polk St. and Greenwich St., Clay St. and Fillmore 
St., and 38 Harriet Street. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Friday, November 11, 2011 
(2:15) 
A new state report showed that California was hundreds of billions of dollars 
short for repairing roads. It was a funding gap that could delay more than 3,000 
safety improvements. "We're looking at close to $300 billion that we don't know 
where it's going to come from, to address those needs," says California 
Transportation Commissioner Jim Earp.  Transportation leaders said it was time 
to look at raising the gas tax that had not gone up since 1994. One lawmaker 
said, “they ought to look for other means or ways, gas is already overtaxed." 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Wednesday, December 21, 2011 
(2:42) 
Oakland Mayor Jean Quan ordered an independent investigation into the force 
used by the Oakland Police against Occupy protesters. It came as the embattled 
mayor faced continual criticism into how she has handled the Occupy movement. 
When police moved in to clear Occupy protesters from in front of the City Hall in 
October 2011, they used tear gas and beanbags, and drew fire from critics who 
said they overreacted.  The investigation into the police use of force was 
expected to take 90 days. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Wednesday, December 21, 2011 
(2:29)  
Rules aimed at preventing airline pilots from flying while dangerously fatigued 
were issued Wednesday by the Federal Aviation Administration, a move safety 
advocates had been urging for more than two decades.  Carriers had two years 
to adapt to the new rules. The FAA estimated the cost to industry at $297 million 
over 10 years.  The rules would limit the maximum number of hours a pilot could 
be scheduled, including wait time before flights and administrative duties. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Sunday, December 18, 2011 
(2:48) 
Over the last few months, Pacific Steel of Berkeley had to relieve about a third of 
its work force due to an audit by Immigration and Customs Enforcement.  They 
found that many employees did not have proper work documents.  A company 
official said they were able to slowly replace most of the employees they were 
forced to fire. Many of those employees had been with the company for years, 
even decades. Now, those employees are trying to figure out what to do after 
being let go. 

 
 

 

 

 

 



(Special News Reports Cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Thursday, December 15, 2011 
(2:54) 
San Francisco police were ordered by a judge to give stolen property back to the 
thief who may have stolen it.  Several of the burglary victims would get a chance 
to see if their stolen goods were among property seized by police because there 
was a stay on the judge's order to return property to the convicted burglar. Police 
attorneys also planned to file another motion that could enable other victims to 
claim their items.  Police confiscated eight truckloads, some 2,000 items, when 
they arrested the burglar and her accomplice.  What normally happens to 
unclaimed items?  Police said they fought the order but were stopped by the law. 
  

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Tuesday, November 22, 2011 
(4:53) 
The I-Team went to homes that were busted for methamphetamine production. 
Tests were performed to see if the drug was still there, even though laws had 
been in place since 2006 that demanded cleanup.  We found some serious 
holes in the system.  In one home that was tested, samples were taken from the 
stove, windows in two different rooms, and from the heating vent looking for 
meth.  A medical toxicology fellow with the San Francisco Poison Control Center 
said touching, ingesting or breathing the residue from meth makers could be 
dangerous, especially to kids.  There was a provision in the health and safety 
code that mandated notification of a meth lab by the Department of Justice or 
local agency, but there was no requirement to do so in 2006. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Monday, December 5, 2011 
(3:35)  
Angry investors faced off with the man at the center of what could be the largest 
securities fraud case in California history.  The suspect was under investigation 
by the FBI and Securities and Exchange Commission on fraud and 
embezzlement allegations that totaled more than $700 million, and involved 
more than 2,800 investors. He filed for bankruptcy and the hearing was 
supposed to be the chance for investors to question him directly and get some 
answers. It didn't turn out that way.  The suspect took the 5th Amendment, 
refusing to answer simple questions. 

 

 

 



(Special News Reports Cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Monday, December 12, 2011 
(2:46)  
People in the wind energy business hoped to hire 500,000 people in the next 10 
years for all kinds of jobs.  Windmills might be low maintenance, but they're not 
exactly no maintenance. They still develop problems that can be caused by 
anything from a lightning strike to leading edge dust erosion, and somebody has 

to climb them to fix them.  A former English major and a theology student 
were climbers who worked for Rope Partner started by another climber in 1999. 
To be a “wind tech” a person must be athletic, fearless, and mountaineers were 
preferred. 

 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Wednesday, December 14, 2011 
(2:34)  
There was fallout from PG&E's decision to take full financial responsibility for the 
deadly 2010 San Bruno pipeline explosion.  A San Mateo County judge asked 
PG&E to state its official position on whether it was taking full responsibility.  In 
court papers earlier PG&E left open the possibility it might claim residents may 
have been negligent. PG&E backed off and on Tuesday said it would 
compensate all the victims.  Legal experts said that by accepting responsibility, 
PG&E was trying to avoid evidence in court that might increase damages. The 
trial was set to begin in summer 2012 and some settlement talks were already 
underway. 


