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During the third quarter of 2011, KGO-TV aired the following regularly scheduled 
local newscasts identified on air as “ABC 7 News” with a total cumulative 
average of over 100 hours per month:  

   

 Monday - Friday  4:30-7:00AM 

 Monday - Friday  11:00-11:30AM 

 Monday - Friday 4:00-5:00PM 

 Monday - Friday 5:00-5:30PM 

 Monday - Friday 6:00-7:00PM 

 Monday - Friday 11:00-11:35PM 

 Saturday & Sunday  11:00PM-12:00AM 

 Saturday & Sunday 5:00-6:00AM / 6:00-7:00AM / 8:00-9:00AM 

 Sunday  9:00-10:00AM / 9:00-9:30AM 

 Saturday & Sunday 4:00-5:00PM / 5:00-5:30PM & 6:00-6:30PM 

  



During the third quarter of 2011, KGO-TV also aired the following regularly 
scheduled locally produced programming that addressed the problems and 
needs of the San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 

BEYOND THE HEADLINES- This locally produced public affairs program 
consisted of a variety of subjects primarily dealing with issues related to the local 
community.  The program’s objective was to go “beyond the headlines” and 
explore critical issues facing the community.  KGO-TV news anchors hosted this 
program that aired Sundays from 10:00 to 10:30am. 
 
ASSIGNMENT 7- This news compilation program repurposed and reviewed local 
news reports that covered significant community issues.  These included in-
depth Assignment 7 Reports, I-Team Investigations, Seven on Your Side 
Consumer issues, and Science & Medical Reports.  KGO-TV news anchors 
hosted this program that aired Sundays from 4:30-5:00pm. 
 

SEVEN ON YOUR SIDE- Michael Finney headed this consumer affairs unit that 
provided consumer information / product recalls during local 5:00pm newscasts, 
and reviewed investigations / resolutions during 6:00pm newscasts.   

Office staff answered letters, e-mail and hotline telephone calls from viewers 
seeking help with a wide variety of consumer problems.  On the average, the unit 
received over 4000 e-mails/ letters, and over 1500 phone calls per month. 

 
7 LIVE: New, live, topical talk show engages viewers and guests in real-time 
candid conversations about the people and things making news including social 
networking, pop culture, entertainment, tech news and politics, all moderated by 
Brian Copeland and Lizzie Bermudez.  This program aired weekdays from 3:00-
4:00pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



LOCAL SPECIALS 
 

During the third quarter of 2011, KGO-TV aired the following locally 
produced specials that addressed the problems and needs of the       
San Francisco-San Jose-Oakland Market area: 

 
PICASSO: LIFE, WORK & LEGACY:  
ABC7’s Spencer Christian traveled in the footsteps of one of the most famous 
and influential artists of the 20

th
 century, Pablo Picasso.  Learn how this visionary 

redefined art with his innovative styles, influencing generations of artists to 
come.  Get an intimate look at the life and the genius of Picasso.  This encore 
program aired on Saturday, July 2

nd
, 2:00-2:30pm, and on Sunday, July 31

st
, 

12:30-1:00pm. 
 
  
PROFILES OF EXCELLENCE:  
This program was part of a series of yearly specials produced to celebrate the 
diversity of the Bay Area.  This special saluted the achievements of five 
outstanding people from the Bay Area.  This encore program aired Sunday, July 
10

th
, 11:30am-12:00pm, and on Saturday, July 23

rd
, 4:00-4:30pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPONSORED EVENTS 
 
The following community events were featured on KGO-TV’s day planner, 
“Around the Bay,” the station’s vehicle for sponsoring upcoming community 
events.   Each of these thirty-second spots featured two to three events, and 
aired for two weeks on a fixed schedule: 
 
7/1/11 – 7/8/11           
California Historical Radio Society (7/16) KRE event 
Our Fertile Ground (7/16) Photo show at Dominican University 
  
7/9/11 – 7/22/11           
San Francisco Jewish Film Festival (7/21-8/8) 
American Cancer Society (8/6) East Bay Gala: An Evening in Casablanca 
Buddhist Church of SF (7/23-24) Ginza Bazaar & Bon 
  
7/23/11 – 8/5/11           
Menlo Charity Horse Show (8/9 – 8/14/) 
Abrazos & Books (8/13) Scholarship Dinner 
San Francisco Theater Festival (8/1) 
  
8/6/11 – 8/19/11           
Friends of Faith (8/20) Breast Cancer Challenge Walk 
Taylor Family Foundation (8/28) Day in the Park 
OCA San Mateo (9/17) Awards Gala 
  
8/20/11 – 9/2/11           
Solano Stroll and Parade (9/11) 
Komen Race for the Cure (9/25) 
  
9/3/11 – 9/16/11           
Family Day Kite Festival SF (9/17-9/18)                                  
Shanti (10/12) Compassion is Universal, 37

th
 Annual Dinner 

American Sports Institute (late Sept,) Pilgrimage 
  
9/17/11 – 9/30/11         
Tenderloin Neighborhood Development Corporation (10/11) Celebrity Pool Toss 
League of Women Voters of San Francisco (10/5) Mayoral Candidate Forum 
LEAP (10/8) Sandcastle Contest 
 
 
 



 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS- 

During the third quarter of 2011, KGO-TV aired over 800 public service 
announcements in various time periods throughout the broadcast day that 
involved a variety of topics.  These included station-produced Asian/Pacific 
Islander American Heritage Salutes. Some of the PSA sponsors that aired in this 
quarter included:  Live United, Ronald McDonald House, Partnership For a Drug 
Free California, Americorps, Give Kids a Smile, Foundation For a Better Life, 
CARE, Boys Town National Hotline, Santa Valley County Medical Center, 
National Center For Addiction, Department of Veterans Affairs, Girl Scouts, 
Oakland Zoo, Stop Healthcare Fraud, Wounded Warriors, Guidedogs.com, GED 
Achievement, Baykids, San Jose City Parks, and Tackle Prostate Cancer.com.   

 

* * * * 

 

In addition to the local news and public affairs programs described in this report, 
KGO-TV carries all of the ABC Television news & public affairs programs listed 
and described in the report filed as “Network Programming.” 

* * * * 

KGO-TV regularly surveys community leaders and organizations, and responds 
to these surveys.  The station also regularly hosts community feedback meetings 
known as “ABC 7 Listens” at different Bay Area locations.  Residents are invited 
to discuss, key issues, problems, needs and interests.  Through these efforts 
we’ve determined that the following issues are important to the community: 

 

 CRIME ISSUES 

 EDUCATION ISSUES 

 YOUTH ISSUES 

 HEALTH & MEDICAL ISSUES 

 ECONOMY ISSUES 

 SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 

 
Some of the station’s most significant treatments of these issues are described 
on the following pages. 

 

 



LOCAL PROGRAMS ADDRESSING 
THE PROBLEMS & NEEDS OF THE COMMUNITY 

 
 

CRIME ISSUES 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6AM - Friday, September 30, 2011 
(1:17) 
A motorcycle gang member accused of gunning down the president of the San 
Jose chapter of the Hells Angels Motorcycle Club was taken into custody in San 
Francisco.  Ernesto Gonzalez, 53, of San Jose was detained in connection with 
the fatal shooting of Jeffrey Pettigrew last Friday at a Sparks, Nevada casino.  
Gonzalez was allegedly a member of the Vagos motorcycle club.  He was parked 
near Folsom and Division Streets in San Francisco the night before, just a block 
from UCSF police headquarters.  Officers said he was acting nervously, and was 
taken into custody after they found out he was wanted in Sparks. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Thursday, September 29, 2011 
(1:52) 
A series of bizarre and violent armed robberies in the East Bay prompted several 
law enforcement agencies to meet and form a strategy.  Six armed people 
walked into a food shop at a Walnut Creek gas station wearing Halloween 
costumes, carrying handguns and rifles.  They got a small amount of money, two 
large bottles of 7UP and several packs of condoms.  One of the robbers fired a 
round near a customer pumping gas as they were leaving.  Just two hours before 
the Walnut Creek robbery, a similar looking group of thieves robbed an Antioch 
FoodMaxx.  There was a similar robbery on Tuesday at a Pleasant Hill 7-Eleven. 
The FBI joined the investigation in an advisory capacity. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Tuesday, September 13, 2011 
(2:16) 
Thousands of female inmates could be released early from prison to finish their 
sentences at home.  More than 4,000 inmate mothers could apply only if they 
weren’t convicted of violent crimes.  Under California's new Alternative Custody 
Program, kids could see their moms every day. Low-level, non-violent, non-sex 
offender female inmates with less than two years left on their sentence will be 
able to serve the remainder at home.  It wasn’t an early release program, but 
rather, alternative custody. 

 

 

 



(Crime Issues Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Monday, August 29, 2011 
(3:11) 
Jose Esparza had just left a store on International Boulevard and 103rd Avenue 
in Oakland when two men tried to rob him.  They shot and killed him in front of 
his 6-year-old son.  Police hadn’t made any arrests in this shooting, but the 
victim’s family was moved to action. They planned a vigil and put out a call to the 
community that the random violence must stop.  The murder was the third 
daytime shooting in the area during the month.  In the week before, a 4-year-old 
boy was wounded in the arm at 59th and International, and a 3-year-old boy was 
hit by a stray bullet and killed during a drive-by shooting at 64th and international 
on August 8

th
.  City Councilman Ignacio De La Fuente said police needed more 

tools to control the violence in East Oakland. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 4PM - Friday, August 26, 2011 
(2:43) 
The two men convicted of murdering Oakland journalist Chauncey Bailey will 
never get out of prison.  A judge sentenced Yusef Bey IV to three life terms in 
prison, and Antoine Mackey received two life sentences.  Prosecutors argued 
Bey, the head of the Your Black Muslim Bakery, ordered Bailey killed because 
the journalist was writing a story detailing the bakery's financial difficulties.  
Besides Bailey's murder, Bey was also sentenced to two consecutive life terms 
in the murders of Odell Roberson and Michael Wills.  Prosecutors argued Wills 
was killed because he was white.  The attorneys for both men planned to file 
appeals.  

ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Thursday, August 18, 2011 
(2:35) 
The high price of gold was catching the attention of thieves.  Oakland police said 
criminals had been ripping gold necklaces off the necks of women for the past 
three months in the Fruitvale District and in the Lake Merritt area.  The crimes 
were escalating with dozens of victims, and police said the robbers were young, 
brazen and fast.  African American and Latino men in their early 20s were 
targeting mostly women who are wearing gold jewelry.  Police didn't know where 
the thieves were selling the loot so they alerted area pawns and gold buyers. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Friday, August 12, 2011 
(2:06) 
A brazen theft of 10,000 feet of underground copper wiring from beneath city 
streets in San Leandro left MacArthur Boulevard with no working streetlights. 
With copper selling at approximately $4 per pound, copper crimes were surging 
the Bay Area. The estimated cost of replacement was about $16,000, plus 
several thousand dollars more for new security.  Besides the obvious legal 
issues involved, stealing copper from a street lighting system was not a safe 
thing to do. In this case, the thieves were lucky they weren't electrocuted. 



(Crime Issues Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - August 08, 2011 
(2:08) 
No more "friending" for California's prison inmates. The Department of 
Corrections was cracking down on prisoners using social networks from their 
cells, and Facebook was planning to help remove those accounts.  Crime victims 
applauded the change. Prisoners' rights groups said it wasn’t fair because 
inmates needed to stay connected with family or tell media about the conditions 
inside.  The state said they're sometimes plotting crimes with each other in code 
on social media.  One child molester even contacted his victim. 



EDUCATION ISSUES 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Thursday, September 29, 2011 
(2:54) 
The Student Public Interest Research Group said the average student spent 
more than $1,100 each year on textbooks. They were calling for a new business 
model that they said would improve the bottom line of students, authors and 
publishers.  UC Berkeley was the latest stop on a 40-campus tour by a coalition 
called The Text Book Rebellion.  Mascots symbolizing "Mr. $200 Textbook" and 
"The Textbook Rebel" strolled Sproul Plaza gathering attention. Organizers 
gathered signatures hoping to change the book industry.  The Association of 
American Publishers said it was already aggressively working to provide students 
with alternative and less expensive course materials.  

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Thursday, August 11, 2011 
(1:47) 
About 75 percent of California's high school seniors graduated in 2010.  That 
information was available for the first time because of the state's new tracking 
system.  California tracked students during their entire four-year high school 
career and found the dropout rate was at 18.2 percent.  94,000 teens were out 
on the streets without a diploma.  School leaders knew the key to lowering the 
dropout rate was to raise attendance.  But after years of budget cuts to public 
education, schools found it difficult to find resources to get kids to school.  
Another alarming statistic from the new data found that the dropout rates for 
African Americans and English language learners were around 31 percent, much 
higher than the statewide average. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM – Wednesday, July 13, 2011 
(2:14) 
Teachers who specialized in math and science were in great demand as baby 
boomers retire.  California will need more than 30,000 teachers in those two 
fields over the next 10 years.  Under the Aspire Teacher Residency Program 
new teachers spend one year shadowing a veteran teacher at one of the 30 
Aspire public schools operating in low-income communities, while working on 
their credentials and master's degrees.  The California Teacher Corps already 
placed 1,200 math and science teachers in public schools throughout California. 
 Despite these efforts, the state was expected to fall short of meeting the 
demand for math and science teachers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Education Issues Cont.) 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Monday, August 1, 2011 
(1:55) 
The East Bay Center for the Performing Arts in Richmond served more than 
2,000 young people each year.  That’s where they learn to find out about 
themselves through dance, acting, music, and art.  The students had to really be 
committed to the program.  Even more remarkable was that they took an old run 
down building and created a showplace for talent.  It was re-done with $16 
million in private and public funds. They were planning a showcase of programs 
for the public in October. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM – Wednesday, July 6, 2011 
(2:03) 
A bill that would insure California textbooks include the history and 
accomplishments of gays and lesbians was on the governor's desk.  The 
governor was weighing the bill that would require public schools to teach the 
history and accomplishments of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
Americans.  His decision could be significant because California was the largest 
textbook buyer in the U.S.  Publishers typically tried to sell California editions to 
other states.  Social conservatives were ramping up the pressure for Governor 
Brown to veto the bill. They didn’t believe gay figures belonged in textbooks. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Thursday, September 29, 2011 
(2:11) 
 
With California strapped for cash, public schools struggled with gutted budgets. 
Where the state couldn’t help, Richmond-based Chevron donated classroom 
supplies to teachers in Alameda and Contra Costa counties.  The company 
wanted to donate more supplies through the Fuel Your School promotion.  
Anyone could participate by going to a local Chevron or Texaco station and for 
every eight gallons or more filled up the company would donate $1 to a local 
school.  Chevron planned to donate up to $1 million.  All teachers had to do was 
go on online to DonorsChoose.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(Education Issues Cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Wednesday, September 28, 2011 
(2:03) 
Hundreds of parents and teachers crowded an Oakland School Board meeting to 
fight a plan to close or consolidate 13 campuses at the end of the school year. 
Superintendant Smith said Oakland Unified had 101 schools, but only needed 
about 70.  Closing five schools and consolidating eight others could save millions 
of dollars.  Some parents had concerns about integrating K through 12 into one 
school. Others said they don't have cars to travel to the new schools of their 
choice. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Monday, September 26, 2011 
(2:31) 
Parents whose children attended two schools in West Contra Costa County had 
been celebrating the school board's decision to keep them open, but a state 
trustee overturned the decision.  The school board president was really 
concerned that local control was just being thrown out.  Parents would have to 
wait to see what the December mid-year cuts would bring.  The final word on the 
future of the two schools rested with the state trustee. 

 

 



YOUTH ISSUES 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Wednesday, August 3, 2011 
(2:02)  
Firefighters in San Jose honored an 8-and-a-half year old boy who helped save a 
drowning little girl in a swimming pool.  Wednesday's celebration served as an 
important reminder about pool safety.  The San Jose fire department thanked 
the boy for rescuing a 3-year-old friend who was drowning by presenting him with 
a plaque and a ride in a fire truck.  He also was getting a reward from his 
parents, an iPad. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11AM - Monday, July 18, 2011 
(1:52) 
A South San Francisco five-year-old saved her grandmother when she began to 
choke on a chicken bone and could not breathe.  That’s when the little girl 
started whacking her on the back.  The grandmother said she couldn't really 
believe it at first that such a tiny girl had such a power punch in her, and was just 
so truly happy that she could breathe.  She said her granddaughter was a hero.  
The family decided to go public with the story so that families with young children 
could learn from this. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Thursday, August 25, 2011 
(2:02) 
"Silence The Violence" night, a teen summit, was held in East Oakland with a 
convicted Oakland drug dealer as guest speaker live from prison.  "I take full 
responsibility for my actions," said former drug lord Darryl "Lil'D" Reed.  Lil'D 
spoke from Terminal Island federal prison on the phone.  He was a part of the 
national Silence The Violence Day held in Oakland.  About 100 teens and adults 
crowded a union hall to hear Lil'D speak.  He told the group not to follow in his 
footsteps. Two city council members believed it was time for a curfew, and a 
gang injunction.  But the mayor wasn’t sure a curfew was the answer. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Tuesday, July 19, 2011 
(2:08) 
Hundreds of kids from Richmond were getting a summer camp experience that 
might otherwise be out of reach. The program was not only fun but also 
transformed lives.  YMCA Camp Loma Mar was an hour and a half drive from 
Richmond.  Amid nature's beauty was a summer camp full of activities: there 
was ziplining, archery, kickball, and adults who listened.  The program had been 
operating for 12 years, and targeted underserved youth ages 8 to 16. 
 

 
 
 
 



(Youth Issues Cont.)  

ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Wednesday, August 10, 2011 
(2:02)  
A dangerous new drug was starting to show up in the East Bay, including 
Livermore. They look like a bath product, but caused extreme cases of paranoia, 
hallucinations and even death.  Police believed the so-called bath salts 
contained synthetic compounds with a similar chemical structure to the illegal 
substances ecstasy and methamphetamine.  Police in Livermore and elsewhere 
couldn't do much to stop the sale of the so-called bath salts.  While banned in 
other states, it was still perfectly legal in California. 
 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Wednesday, July 13, 2011 
(2:12)  
A unique soccer program in Sunnyvale was created because of a young high 
school student's desire to make a difference in his community.  It expanded 
beyond his wildest dreams.  The result was a soccer camp in Sunnyvale called 
Kick, Lead and Dream.  The two-week program was run by volunteers and free 
for the kids. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Monday, July 11, 2011  
(3:18) 
The death of a 14-year-old girl at her own slumber party devastated a 
neighborhood in Sonoma County.  Police believed the girl died after she drank a 
soda spiked with alcohol with her friends.  She lived with her mother and 
stepfather in an exclusive gated community on a private street in the hills of 
Santa Rosa.  Investigators say they found evidence that the girls were drinking 
sodas mixed with alcohol.  A school district survey showed there was a growing 
alcohol problem among students at younger ages.  District schools started to 
reach out to students with a best behavior program. 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Tuesday, September 13, 2011  
(2:42)  
Four juveniles escaped from the Byron Boys Ranch, a youth detention center in 
Contra Costa County.  Antioch Police caught three of the escaped boys, and one 
was still missing.  This was an unlocked facility, and the escapees left during 
showers and free play.  Chief Deputy Probation Officer Paula Hernandez said,  
"Historically the youth will stay here and participate and it's not our intent to 
oppress or demean them." 
 

 
 
 
 



 
HEALTH & MEDICAL ISSUES 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 4PM - Thursday, September 29, 2011 
(2:39)  
Back pain was one of the most common medical conditions affecting eight out of 
10 people at some point in our lives.  Bay Area surgeons turned to a new 
technology to help correct a painful and debilitating back problem that was 
becoming more prevalent among baby boomers.  Spinal stenosis was a 
degenerative condition that most often struck people over the age of 50. 
Improved technology was making it possible to safely reshape the spine with far 
better results. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Thursday, September 22, 2011  
(2:37) 
Health officials across California were worried about the measles due to an 
unusually high number of cases in 2011.  Because of vaccines measles 
outbreaks were very rare, but doctors believed it could be making a comeback.  
More than 200 people across the country had been diagnosed with the disease, 
which was the highest count in 15 years.  Public health officials said California 
was outpacing the rest of the country in the number of measles cases in 2011.  
Only 28 people have contracted the highly contagious disease, but that was the 
highest in a decade. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Tuesday, July 12, 2011 
(2:07) 
A cut in state funding had pushed an East Bay hospital to the brink of closure, 
yet again.  A new study looked at the impacts the possible closure of Doctors 
Medical Center in San Pablo that served a quarter of a million people in West 
Contra Costa County. The impacts would be especially great for the 40,000 
patients who visited the emergency room each year.  The hospital couldn't 
survive without the state funding because 80 percent of its patients were on 
Medi-Cal or Medicare, 10% had private insurance and the rest couldn’t pay. 
 

 
. 
 

 

 

 

      



 

(Health & Medical Issues Cont.)  

  
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Thursday, July 7, 2011 
(2:56)  
Obesity rates were on the rise in the United States, and a new report explained 
how obesity threatened America's future." Ten years ago, the number of states 
with an obesity rate of 24 percent was zero.  43 states had reached the rate, 
including California.  Two-thirds of adults plus nearly one-third of U.S. children 
was obese according to the Centers for Disease Control.  The report also said 
that people who earned less money were more likely to be obese, and those who 
didn't graduate from high school were also more likely to be obese. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Tuesday, September 20, 2011 
(2:18)  
For many people health care costs were ballooning.  Consumer Reports said 
even in tough times, people can lower health care costs by negotiating with their 
doctor, hospital or other health care provider.  Even people with insurance can 
save money by negotiating, and the best time to negotiate is before treatment.  
Consumer Reports advised settling all questions about costs before paying the 
medical bill.  Patients can have more leverage for bargaining that way.  
 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Friday, September 16, 2011 
(2:57)  
Bay Area school districts were working fast to meet a new state law requiring all 
middle and high school students to be vaccinated for whooping cough.  If their 
shots aren't up to date, they won't be allowed in class.  The mandate was so 
serious, some school districts pulled non-complying students out of class. 
At Oakland High School, district nurses spent the day administering booster 
shots to students.  There were still hundreds of students who hadn’t received the 
shot, even though the district had reached an 85 percent compliance rate.  
Students not in compliance by the September 30 deadline will be denied entry to 
school. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

(Health & Medical Issues Cont.)  

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 4PM - Tuesday, September 13, 2011  
(2:17)  
The International Diabetes Federation called on the United Nations to set new 
targets and invest in more research to halt a disease that's become an epidemic. 
Three hundred sixty-six million people were diabetic, and one person died from 
it, every "seven seconds.  In the Bay Area, researchers were hoping to delay, or 
even prevent, diabetes in young patients.  In a new trial, young patients who 
hadn’t showed signs of the disease were given either a placebo, or oral-insulin.  
Researchers believed by giving them oral insulin they might be able to slow the 
immune response -- potentially delaying full onset of the disease itself. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - September 2, 2011  
(2:22) 
Anthem Blue Cross, one of California's largest insurers, was in a major contract 
fight with Stanford Hospital & Clinics, and patients were caught in the middle.  
Members of the plan treated at the hospital were not in danger of being kicked 
out, but patients expected some changes to their coverage.  Anthem and 
Stanford had been negotiating for months, but were unable to reach a new 
contract.  Negotiations continued, and neither side revealed details of the 
negotiations.  The sticking point appeared to be reimbursement rates. 

 
 



ECONOMY ISSUES 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Thursday, September 15, 2011 
(2:52) 
Foreclosures were on the rise across the country and the Bay Area was feeling 
the ripple effect, and reducing the value of all the homes in affected 
neighborhoods. The latest foreclosure figures were being felt especially hard in 
one Oakland neighborhood since they are far worse than the national average.  
Neighborhood residents rallied in front of a foreclosed home that was marked up 
with graffiti. It was just one example of what the foreclosure crisis brought to 
Oakland. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 4PM - Friday, August 19, 2011 
(2:23) 
The state's unemployment rate jumped to 12 percent in July, up from 11.8 
percent in June.  Solano County posted the highest rate in the Bay Area at 12.2 
percent.  While lower than the state, Contra Costa County's 11 percent 
unemployment rate was still higher than much of the Bay Area.  There were 
positive aspects of the report in the Bay Area.  Overall, Bay Area unemployment 
held steady at 10.1 percent, adding 8,000 jobs.  More than 1,100 of those jobs 
were in Silicon Valley.  In July, the East Bay added 1,900 construction jobs, more 
than double the July average over the past 20 years.  Marin County had the Bay 
Area's lowest unemployment rate at 8 percent. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Wednesday, August 10, 2011 
(2:05) 
While some people were out snapping up iPads, others struggled to keep their 
cars on the road. Many drivers put off maintenance, and those who needed new 
cars bought used instead.  Gyrations in the stock market had a strong impact on 
consumer spending. A survey by AAA found that 54 percent of Americans were 
keeping their old cars running to avoid buying a new car. Twenty-two percent 
said they couldn't afford a $2,000 repair bill, while 18 percent say they can't 
afford a $1,000 bill. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



(Economy Issues Cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Friday, August 5, 2011 
(3:11) 
The homeless problem in downtown San Francisco was well known, but it was 
also an issue in neighborhoods near the Great Highway, where it wasn’t as 
noticeable.  People were living on the streets there as well, not outdoors, but in 
cars, campers and vans.  Sometimes there were as many as 20 RV's parked 
along a two block stretch.  Not everybody in the vehicles was a problem, but 
there was some drinking, drug use, drug sales, and used needles outside the 
RV's.  Police said the situation existed for years.  Homeless advocates said a 
renewed police crackdown would not work. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Tuesday, August 2, 2011 
(2:10) 
The White House was hoping it could shift the nation's attention to the ailing 
economy and to job growth. That was the focus of an event in Palo Alto where a 
team of all-stars tapped by the president to advise him how to create more jobs 
and get the economy in gear.  These presidential advisers gathered in Palo Alto 
to brainstorm in public.  They hammered away at cuts in education, while 
embracing entrepreneurs as job creators.  The council's goal was to fire up job 
creation across the country. The ideas it developed won't fall through the cracks. 
The council's members meet periodically with the president. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Wednesday, July 27, 2011 
(2:32) 
Once the model for the nation to keep the elderly and disabled out of expensive 
nursing homes, California would no longer offer adult day healthcare as of 
December 1.  This was after Gov. Jerry Brown vetoed a bill that would have kept 
adult day care centers open throughout the state.  The Legislature eliminated 
funding and Brown vetoed a proposal for a replacement program that could have 
helped about 35,000 needy clients.  Brown said without approval of the tax 
extensions, he had to make more budget cuts to get the state's finances in order. 
The governor said the state was looking for other services to humanely help the 
people.  But advocates pointed out most patients didn't qualify for those 
programs, and that is why adult day healthcare was created in the first place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



(Economy Issues Cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Friday, July 22, 2011 
(2:45) 
California business owners were adding people to their payrolls, but the state's 
unemployment rate continued to rise.  Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis was in 
Oakland and appeared before the Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance to tout 
President Obama's record on job creation.  She defended the administration’s 
record against critics who said the president simply had not done enough to 
create more jobs.  But the chair of the Alameda County Republican Party said 
the Obama administration delivered far fewer jobs than promised under the 
stimulus. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Tuesday, July 12, 2011 
(2:16) 
Two competing plans to get costs under control for city workers pension benefits 
could appear on the November ballot.  A small but vocal group of city workers 
and recent retirees said they didn't like either one of the proposed pension 
reform plans -- not even the one their own unions supported.  Backers of 
pension reform said it was a necessary move so rising pension costs didn't force 
the closure of city services.  The mayor was concerned that the two competing 
measures would leave voters bewildered. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SPECIAL NEWS REPORTS 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Tuesday, August 30, 2011 
(3:41) 
A front office employee of the San Francisco Giants was arrested on federal 
charges, accused of embezzling more than a million dollars from player 
accounts.  An FBI special agent said she allegedly embezzled $1,513,836.28 
from the Giants' payroll between June 2010 and June 2011.  When Giants 
management found out they took quick action by firing her and calling the feds. 
Each of the felonies carried a penalty of up to five years in federal prison. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Thursday, September 1, 2011 
(3:53)  
A major class action lawsuit was filed in what could turn out to be the largest 
securities fraud in state history.  It was a story the ABC7 I-Team first broke about 
thousands of investors that were out more than $700 million.  The complaint in 
part alleged that the defendants raised funds through the illegal sale of 

unregistered securities. There was no comment from several major players 
in the case.  

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Monday, July 11, 2011 
(3:20) 
An investigation into San Francisco's whistleblower program was released and 
the results weren't good.  That report by a civil grand jury concluded that public 
employees who tried to do the right thing by reporting waste, fraud and abuse 
were not being protected.  The civil grand jury found that the whistleblower 
program failed in its mission to promote the identification of waste, fraud and 
abuse.  "Like any government function, there's room for improvement, and 
acknowledging that and working towards it is part of what we do in this office 
always," said the city controller who watched the program.  The grand jury did 
conclude that the program yielded underwhelming results as measured in dollars 
and cents. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



(Special News Reports Cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Thursday, September 29, 2011 
(3:53) 
The S.F. Department of Public Works said someone was slashing off the tops of 
trees in front of bank signs and they wanted Bank of America to take 
responsibility.  "What we're seeing is a pattern of these trees being hacked or 
pruned just to make room for signs for the bank," said the public works director.  
 Cutting off more than a quarter of the branches was called "tree topping" and it 
was illegal in the city.  Topped trees often died or suffered damage resulting in 
weakened limbs, a public safety hazard, and an eyesore.  Bank officials said that 
they would take responsibility for one tree pruned by their property management 
group.  But they disagreed that it was over-pruned, and they would appeal the 
fines for the trees on Clement Street.  The city said they hadn't ruled out legal 
action against the bank. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Wednesday, August 31, 2011 
(3:55) 
City officials allowed wild plants on Twin Peaks to get out of control.  They were 
overtaking the winding streets, making it hard for drivers to see bicycles and 
joggers.  One viewer was so worried that someone might get hurt he contacted 
the I-Team.  The city at first wasn’t sure who was responsible for the 
maintenance, but after some digging, they found out. It is watershed land that 
was turned over to the Public Utilities Commission. So with jurisdiction 
established, the PUC stepped up and immediately dispatched a crew to correct 
the problems. 

ABC 7 NEWS AT 6PM - Thursday, September 29, 2011 
(3:00) 
House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi met with a group of small business 
owners to go over suggestions for how to grow jobs.  At the round table, hosted 
by Anchor Brewery, Pelosi heard praise for government tax breaks on new 
machinery and subsidies to promote hiring.  But it was unlikely that Republicans 
would support the president's call for tax increases.  The Congressional super 
committee had until Thanksgiving to find some agreement on that issue, or the 
trigger would be pulled on deep cuts to defense spending and social programs. 

 

 

 

 

 



(Special News Reports Cont.) 

 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 5PM - Tuesday, August 2, 2011  
(3:00)  
The federal debt crisis was averted, but the government was still on track to lose 
$1 billion in airline ticket taxes.  Washington lawmakers left town for a month 
without resolving another partisan standoff involving the shutdown of the FAA 
and it was having a direct impact on airport construction projects in the Bay Area. 
The half-finished new tower at Oakland International Airport had become a 
symbol of what's not happening in Washington.  Oakland mayor Jean Quan 
appeared with labor leaders and Oakland port officials to plead for an end to the 
congressional stalemate over reauthorization of the FAA.  About 70,000 
construction workers and 4,000 FAA employees had been laid off across the 
country. 
 
ABC 7 NEWS AT 11PM - Monday, August 1, 2011 
(2:00)  
A food truck operating in the front yard of a San Jose home was causing a lot of 
complaints.  Neighbors were fed up with traffic congestion and noise at all hours. 
The cart offering $1 tacos popped up three weeks before on a residential street 
in San Jose.  Customers were shocked that someone wanted it shut down. 
Emails sent to San Jose's Police and Code Enforcement Departments claimed 
that the food cart, and what looks like restaurant seating in the home's driveway, 
attracted too many people including gangs.  They also said it was unsanitary.  
The operator said if he lost the cart and two others he would be without income. 


