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WCAI, WNAN, WZAI, Quarterly List of Programming Providing the Most 
Significant Treatment of Community Issues

January 2020 – March 2020

Program Day Time
BBC World Update Monday through Friday 5:00-
6:00am
World news from an international perspective, drawing from the BBC’s extensive 
staff of reporters worldwide. Includes round-up of international newspaper headlines 
and commentary. Average length of pieces: 5-8 minutes.

Morning Edition Monday through Friday 6:00-9:00am
Morning news program of world and national news occurring during the overnight, 
updating important stories as they unfold. Hosted by Steve Inskeep from NPR. 
Average length of pieces: 3-6 minutes.

The Point Tuesday through Friday 9:00-10am/7:00-
8:00pm
A news and talk program that focuses on topical issues to the Cape & Islands. 
Average 
length of segment: 50 minutes. 

One-A           Monday through Friday 10:00-
12:00am
Hosted by Joshua Johnson, inspired by the First Amendment, 1A champions America's 
right to speak freely. News with those who make the news, great guests and topical 
debate. Weekday conversation framed in ways to make you think, share and 
engage. From NPR and WAMU.

The Takeaway Monday through Friday Noon-1:00pm 
The Takeaway provides a breadth and depth of world, national and regional news 
coverage that is unprecedented in public media.

PRI’s Science Friday Friday 2:00-
4:00pm
Explore science-related topics -- from subatomic particles and the human genome 
to the Internet and earthquakes. Listen to in-depth discussion with scientists and 
others from all walks of life whose work influences our daily lives.

BBC NewsHour Monday through Thursday 3:00-4:00pm
Interviews, news and analysis of the day's global events. Average length of pieces 
4-5 minutes

All Things Considered Monday through Friday 4:00-
6:30pm
Evening news, features, and commentary of national and local interest from NPR. 
Average length of pieces: 3-6 minutes.
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Marketplace Monday through Friday 6:30-
7:00pm
Produced by American Public Media, this fast-paced program addresses both the 
financial news of the day and how it impacts nearly every aspect of our lives. It does 
so through inventive storytelling and incorporates correspondents from around the 
country and the world. Hosted by Kai Ryssdal.

The World Monday through Friday 8:00-9:00pm
A global news program that presents the voices and ideas of an interconnected 
world to the American audience. Average length of pieces: 3-6 minutes.

PBS NewsHour                    Monday through Friday
9:00pm

Now with a new dual-anchor format and expanded online and in-the-field reporting, 
the PBS NewsHour remains one of the most trusted and distinguished sources of 
news on television, radio, or the Web, providing in-depth, fair reporting and analysis 
of current events.

Living On Earth Saturday 7:00am
The weekly environmental news and information program presenting news, 
features, interviews and commentary on a broad range of ecological issues.

This American Life Saturday 11:00am
There's a theme to each episode of This American Life, and a variety of stories on 
that theme. Most of the stories are journalism, with an occasional comedy routine or 
essay.

On the Media            Saturday 4:00pm
In today's fast-moving society, the media can easily blend together to create a whir 
of white noise. We often fail to realize how broadcasters and print professionals 
filter our political process and shape a sense of national culture. On the Media 
invites us to turn on, tune in, and wise up.

Studio 360 Sunday 4:00pm
A show about creativity, pop culture, the arts and ideas hosted by novelist and 
journalist Kurt Andersen.

Weekend Edition            Saturday and Sunday
8:00am-10:00am

Weekend Edition from NPR News appreciates the details that make up a story. This 
two-hour morning newsmagazine covers news, newsmakers, and cultural stories 
with care, accuracy, and a wink of humor.

Innovation Hub Saturday 1:00pm-2:00pm
Innovation Hub features today's most creative thinkers - from authors to 
researchers to business leaders. It explores new avenues in education, science, 
medicine, transportation, and more. From WGBH.
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New Yorker Radio Hour Sunday 3:00pm-4:00pm
A weekly program presented by the magazine’s editor, David Remnick.  Produced 
by The New Yorker and WNYC Studios.

Milk Street Radio Sunday Noon
Christopher Kimball’s Milk Street Radio goes anywhere and everywhere to ask 
questions and get answers about cooking, food, culture, wine, farming, restaurants, 
literature, and the lives and cultures of the people who grow, produce, and create 
the food we eat.

RadioLab Sunday 1:00pm
A show about curiosity. Where sound illuminates ideas, and the boundaries blur 
between science, philosophy, and human experience. From WNYC.

The Moth Radio Hour Saturday Noon
Each show starts with a theme, and the storytellers explore it, often in unexpected 
ways. Since each story is true and every voice authentic, the shows dance between 
documentary and theater, creating a unique, intimate, and often enlightening 
experience for the audience.

On Being Sunday 7:00am
On Being is public radio's conversation about religion, meaning, ethics and ideas. 
Each week, host Krista Tippett focuses on a different theme, asking writers, 
scientists, historians and others to discuss how religion shapes everyday life.

Health/Medicine

The Point—February 12, 2020. One in seven women suffers from Postpartum 
Depression after giving birth, but it’s rarely discussed, even in the doctor’s office. Not 
only does it impact new moms: babies also struggle developmentally and cognitively 
when postpartum depression goes untreated. On The Point, we talk to local experts on 
efforts to identify women at risk and get them access to treatment and supports. 
(49:30)

The Point—February 19, 2020. On The Point, our behavioral health conversation 
this month is about recognizing when you need help, and how to find the supports you 
need. Our panel of mental health experts talk about the various disciplines, and 
barriers, in mental health care. State Senator Julian Cyr also joins us to talk about a 
mental health care reform bill that passed the Senate last week. The “Mental Health 
A.B.C. Act” proposes a more integrated system that includes parity and insurance 
reforms. Mindy Todd hosts. (49:30)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered – March 17, 2020. Coronavirus 
testing has begun at a drive-through site at Cape Cod Community College. When 
people arrive, they are greeted by a security officer, a policeman, and a person in a 
hazmat suit. The site's operation is a collaboration between Cape Cod Healthcare 
and Barnstable County. Jennette Barnes reports. (:48)
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The Point –March 18, 2020. It’s natural to feel anxiety about things that threaten 
our health and safety. After all, that instinct helps to keep us alive. But anxiety and 
fear can become overwhelming and keep us from making rational choices. On The 
Point, we talk about how to stay informed about the coronavirus without becoming 
overwhelmed, what we can do to keep ourselves healthy mentally and physically 
during these unprecedented times, and why helping one another is often the best 
way to combat stress and anxiety. (49:30)

The Point – March 26, 2020. We explore how to create a mindfulness practice for 
ourselves and our children. Our guest is Adam Liss, Director of Cape Stress 
Reduction & Optimal Health. He uses mindfulness-based stress reduction to help 
people find balance and ease and improve the quality of daily life. (18:12)

The Point – March 26, 2020. Research shows people are more likely to stick with 
an exercise routine and push themselves harder if they’re exercising with other 
people. With gyms and fitness studios closed for the foreseeable future and social 
distancing the new normal, what happens to those of us who suddenly find our 
exercise routines upended? Joining us to discuss how we can adapt is Jana Faiky, 
owner and trainer at Fitness Directions, a studio offering fitness classes and 
personal training in Falmouth. (17:57)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered – March 27, 2020. A COVID-19 
testing site opened on the South Coast this week. As with other testing locations, 
it’s a drive-through site staffed by nurses in full protective gear. Southcoast Health 
is asking the media not to disclose the location because testing is open only to 
people who have symptoms and an appointment. Story by Jennette Barnes. (:45)

Youth/Families/Education

The Point – January 9, 2020. Extended families have been living together for 
generations, but there's a new trend within the last two decades: grandparents 
unexpectedly finding themselves raising their grandchildren. On The Point, we 
discuss the emotional, financial, and relationship challenges that grandparents face, 
as well as the supports and services available. Guests on the program: Kerry 
Bickford, grandparent, and family advocate for the Cape Cod Neighborhood Support 
Coalition; Skip Stuck, member of the Massachusetts Commission on the Status of 
Grandparents Raising Grandchildren, and Julian Cyr, State Senator. Mindy Todd 
hosts. (20:00)

The Point – January 9, 2020. Coinciding with the opioid addiction crisis, the need 
for foster families spiked in Massachusetts in 2014. Due to an increase in the 
number of children being adopted, the number of children in foster care has 
stabilized in recent years: but there is still a need for foster homes. On The Point, we 
talk about the process of becoming a foster parent and why it can have such a 
positive and lasting impact on both children and foster families. Guests on the 
program include people working with Massachusetts MENTOR, an organization 
providing foster care placements. (20:00)
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The Point – February 27, 2020. Crisis can happen at any moment and to anyone. 
Whether it’s the loss of a job or a spouse, bankruptcy, illness, or a divorce, having a 
place to turn for assistance, support and education can make all the difference. The 
Women’s Empowerment through Cape Area Networking or WE CAN has been 
providing this support for women on Cape Cod for nearly 20 years through a variety 
of programs. On The Point, we speak with some of the people involved. (35:26)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered – March 2, 2020. Court was in session 
Sunday for the regional-level competition of the high school Mock Trial Program. Cape 
Cod Academy's team was undefeated heading into the tournament, where it 
represented Cape Cod. In a mock trial, students play the roles of attorneys and 
witnesses. This year’s fictional First Amendment case features a high school student 
who gets in trouble for using social media to accuse another of cheating in a music 
competition. Reported by Jennette Barnes. (3:00)

The Point—March 3, 2020. Some Cape Cod districts have changed school start 
times, so high school students go to school later and elementary students start earlier. 
Other districts considered similar changes but elected not to do so. On The Point, we 
discuss some of the issues surrounding school start times.  We also check in to hear 
from parents, students, and administrators.  Mindy Todd and Steve Junker host. 
(49:30)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered – March 20, 2020. The Falmouth Public 
Schools distributed Chromebooks and packets of homework Friday to students in 
Grades 3 through 5 to help them learn at home during the COVID-19 closure. Families 
picked up the devices at the Morse Pond School, where a handwritten sign asked them 
to stay in their cars and form a line in the circular driveway. Reported by Jennette 
Barnes (3:45)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered – March 26, 2020. The whole “no 
school” thing is wearing thin, even for kids. To help maintain their connections with 
teachers and classmates, Provincetown is offering daily video conferencing. Tracey 
Anderson, technology integration specialist for the Provincetown schools, says 
students are using the video conferencing app Google Meet to have a school-wide 
check-in that starts at 9 a.m. each day, followed by video chats with their teachers. 
Story by Jennette Barnes. (3:45)

Communities/Local Interest Groups/Religious Groups

Morning Edition & All Things Considered – January 24, 2020. The 2020 
census will begin its count this April, but on the South Coast, Cape Cod and the 
Islands, efforts are already underway to address hard-to-count populations. At stake 
are tens-of-millions of dollars in federal funding for Massachusetts. Sarah Mizes-Tan 
reports. (4:06)



6

Morning Edition & All Things Considered – January 31, 2020. Cape Cod's first 
recreational marijuana store, Curaleaf, opened Wednesday in Provincetown. 
Company president Patrik Jonsson says he was excited to be finally opening. He 
expects to hire about 30 employees in Provincetown as sales ramp up. Curaleaf 
opened its first recreational dispensaries in Oxford, Massachusetts, last year. The 
company plans to employ over 200 people with the opening of facilities around the 
state. Reported by Sam Houghton. (:51)

Morning Edition – February 26, 2020. The city of New Bedford has reached a 
half-million-dollar settlement with the family of a teen who was killed during a police 
altercation in 2012. Fifteen-year-old Malcolm Gracia was shot and killed after police 
say he pulled a knife on an officer. A judge later said police stopped Gracia illegally. 
WCAI's Morning Edition host Kathryn Eident spoke with reporter Jennette Barnes 
about the case. (4:42)

The Point – March 3, 2020. Accumulating stuff is shockingly easy. For some 
people, the impulse to collect and keep things is difficult to control and begins to 
impact mental and physical welfare. Others recognize they have too much stuff, but 
don’t know where or how to start the organizing process. On The Point, we talk with 
local experts and support groups about organizing and decluttering, and signs that 
a tendency to collect may be unhealthy. (49:30)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered – March 11, 2020. Martha’s 
Vineyard’s newest representative to the Steamship Authority board of governors 
says his top priorities are reliable service, better communication, and fair prices. 
James Malkin, a Chilmark selectman, was sworn into the position on Tuesday after a 
unanimous vote by the Dukes County Commission. He told WCAI he will 
immediately look into why the Steamship’s service has seemed to be inconsistent 
and unreliable. Eve Zuckoff reports. (:38)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered – March 12, 2020. Miniature alcohol 
bottles, often called nips, can be a convenient way to buy a single serving of spirits. 
But some Cape Cod towns are joining a growing conversation about nip litter — and 
what all those bottles on the ground say about public health. Jennette Barnes 
reports. (3:37)

Morning Edition – March 26, 2020. Towns on Martha's Vineyard have shelter-in-
place orders in effect as officials attempt to curb the rise of COVID-19. Those orders 
include a ban on construction. Governor Charlie Baker pushed back on Wednesday, 
saying island towns could not issue orders that contradict or supersede what Baker 
himself put in place. WCAI's Kathryn Eident talked with Chilmark Selectman James 
Malkin to talk about how he and other island officials are responding.

Arts/Culture

The Point – January 7, 2020. Trauma experienced in childhood can have a 
lifelong impact on emotional and physical health. That’s why finding and treating 
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children who have experienced trauma is essential. We discuss programs that help 
children recover from various types of trauma, and how participation in the arts can 
help in the healing process. Mindy Todd hosts. Guests include Bethany Gay, of 
Coordinator and Early Childhood Educator at the Coalition for Children; Lauren 
Mellilo, of the Sandwich Partnership for Families; Jacob Stapledon, Community 
Education and Outreach Coordinator for Children’s Cove, and Amy Wyman, founder 
of Good Grief Cape Cod, an educational program helping children cope with death. 
(49:10)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered – February 14, 2020. Valentine’s 
Day is a romantic time, a time to ask: Will you go out with me? Will you be 
mine? But a growing number of hopeful young singles are asking a different kind of 
question: How do you feel about climate change? A growing number of singles say 
that attitudes about climate change can be a dating deal-breaker. Reported by Eve 
Zuckoff. (4:43)

The Point – February 25, 2020. Many believe there is an environmental and 
moral imperative to address our changing climate. We are now seeing scientists and 
faith leaders teaming up to push for more action. On The Point, we talk with leaders 
from the faith and science communities about this alliance, and ways to help on a 
local level. (49:30) 

All Things Considered – March 2, 2020. Bart Weisman is a jazz drummer, 
teacher and concert organizer who's very active on the Cape Cod music scene. His 
career has taken him from Washington, D.C. to the Air Force band to the Cape, 
where he performs in a variety of musical settings, teaches at the Cape 
Conservatory and the Sturgis Charter Public School, and organizes the annual 
Provincetown Jazz Festival. For this first installment of the Sittin' In series, Weisman 
talks to WCAI's John Basile about his career and the joy he finds in passing jazz 
along to a new generation. (4:00)

The Point – March 4, 2020. Influenza is thought of as a common and mild 
disease. Yet, it kills up to fifty thousand people in the United States a year. In 1918, 
one third of the world’s population was infected with influenza. While we have 
learned a lot since then, vital questions about the flu continue to confound even the 
leading experts. Dr. Jeremy Brown is an emergency room doctor and the author of 
Influenza: the Hundred-Year Hunt to Cure the Deadliest Disease in History. (49:30)

The Point – March 11, 2020. The words we use and our pronunciation varies 
regionally across our country. Josh Katz, graphics editor at the New York Times, uses 
linguistics data and a map of the US to illustrate where those differences arise. In an 
interview on The Point, Katz talks with host Mindy Todd about the intersections of 
language, culture and geography, and his new book titled Speaking American. 
(49:30)

The Point – March 12, 2020. Friends are the family we choose, but what drives 
those bonds? Biology, psychology and evolution are important underpinnings to our 
relationships. On The Point, we talk with science journalist Lydia Denworth about 
her research into friendships and whether social media is changing the nature of our 
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relationships. Denworth’s latest book is Friendship: The Evolution, Biology and 
Extraordinary Power of Life’s Fundamental Bond.

The Point—March 24, 2020. As our population grows and more wild spaces are 
developed, humans are spending less time in nature. There is growing evidence that 
a nature deficit can have negative impacts on our physical and emotional well-
being, not to mention what it means for the entire ecosystem. On The Point, we talk 
with nature writer Richard Louv about the re-connecting with the natural world. His 
latest book is Our Wild Calling: How Connecting with Animals can Transform Our 
Lives and Save Theirs. (48:49)

The Point – March 25, 2020. Sharing their choices of fiction and non-fiction books 
on sisters, Kellie Porter from the Woods Hole Library and Jill Erickson, reference 
librarian at the Falmouth Public Library, join our host Mindy Todd on The Point. 
(48:49)

Environment/Ecology/Science

Morning Edition & All Things Considered – January 7, 2020. A recent electric 
vehicle show at Barnstable Municipal Airport is part of an effort to reduce the 
number of gas-powered cars on the Cape. In Massachusetts, more than 40 percent 
of greenhouse gas emissions come from the transportation sector. To combat that, 
Massachusetts is incentivizing electric vehicle purchases. As the cars become more 
popular, and the price comes down, Cape and Islanders now are asking how well 
electric vehicles might fit in the region. Reported by Eve Zuckoff. (3:59)

Morning Edition – January 13, 2020. What does a pile of construction rubble 
have to do with fish? When old concrete gets put on the ocean floor, it goes from 
trash to habitat. Workers did just that to an artificial reef two miles off the coast of 
Yarmouth last week; they dumped pieces of granite and concrete to expand a reef 
that was built in the 1970s. WCAI's Kathryn Eident talked with biologist Mark 
Rousseau of the state's Division of Marine Fisheries about how his office manages 
artificial reefs like this one. (4:16)

The Point – January 29, 2020. Insects are the largest biomass on earth, making up 
90 percent of animal life. People are fascinated by insects, and many also fear them. 
Our book experts Jill Erickson, Reference Librarian at Falmouth Public Library, and 
Dennis Minsky, biologist from Provincetown, share their top picks of books about 
insects. We hear from listeners emailing and calling in with suggestions. (49:30)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered – February 20, 2020. Democrats 
competing to represent Plymouth and Barnstable in the state Senate emphasized 
the need for urgent action to battle climate change during a forum Wednesday 
night. The five Democrats, who will face off in a March 3 primary prior to a March 31 
special election, spoke about renewable energy, mass transit and water quality to a 
packed room of nearly 100 people at the Wildlands Trust in Plymouth. The two 
Republican candidates did not attend the forum. Eve Zuckoff reports. (:56)
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Morning Edition & All Things Considered – February 27, 2020. A new 
coalition of activists, environmentalists, and faith groups are asking all 15 Cape 
towns to declare a climate emergency. If approved at town meetings this spring, the 
declarations would push towns to recognize their responsibility to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions, which drive climate change. Reported by Eve Zuckoff. 
(:56) 

Morning Edition & All Things Considered – February 28, 2020. A critically 
endangered North Atlantic right whale has been seen with grave injuries off the 
south coast of Nantucket. Aerial survey teams for the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration first spotted Dragon, the 19-year-old reproductive 
female, on Monday with a buoy lodged in the right side of her mouth and injuries 
that were infested with orange cyanids, a kind of lice. This year, ten North Atlantic 
right whale calves have reportedly been born, but conservationists say that number 
should be closer to 30 to ensure survival of the species. Reported by Eve Zuckoff. 
(:51)

The Point – March 19, 2020. While many of us are itching to get into our outdoor 
gardens, it’s still a little early to dig in. On The Point, we talk with Marsha Potash 
about indoor plants: exotics, easy keepers, and tips to keep indoor plants healthy 
and happy. We also take indoor plant questions from listeners. (49:30)

The Point – March 26, 2020. There are important parallels between a global 
pandemic and climate change. One moves with incredible speed, the other more 
slowly, but both have the power to drastically change our way of life. Mindy Todd 
talks with Philip Duffy, President and CEO of the Woods Hole Research Center, about 
lessons from the pandemic that can help shape our response to climate change and 
the opportunities we have at this moment to shift our thinking and behavior around 
the threat of climate change. (12:42)


