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WCAI, WNAN, WZAI, Quarterly List of Programming Providing the Most 
Significant Treatment of Community Issues

October 2020 – December 2020

Program Day Time
BBC World Update Monday through Friday 5:00-
6:00am
World news from an international perspective, drawing from the BBC’s extensive 
staff of reporters worldwide. Includes round-up of international newspaper headlines 
and commentary. Average length of pieces: 5-8 minutes.

Morning Edition Monday through Friday 6:00-9:00am
Morning news program of world and national news occurring during the overnight, 
updating important stories as they unfold. Hosted by Steve Inskeep from NPR. 
Average length of pieces: 3-6 minutes.

The Point Tuesday through Friday 9:00-10am/7:00-
8:00pm
A news and talk program that focuses on topical issues to the Cape & Islands. 
Average 
length of segment: 50 minutes. 

One-A           Monday through Friday 10:00-
12:00am
Hosted by Joshua Johnson, inspired by the First Amendment, 1A champions America's 
right to speak freely. News with those who make the news, great guests and topical 
debate. Weekday conversation framed in ways to make you think, share and 
engage. From NPR and WAMU.

The Takeaway Monday through Friday Noon-1:00pm 
The Takeaway provides a breadth and depth of world, national and regional news 
coverage that is unprecedented in public media.

PRI’s Science Friday Friday 2:00-
4:00pm
Explore science-related topics -- from subatomic particles and the human genome 
to the Internet and earthquakes. Listen to in-depth discussion with scientists and 
others from all walks of life whose work influences our daily lives.

BBC NewsHour Monday through Thursday 3:00-4:00pm
Interviews, news and analysis of the day's global events. Average length of pieces 
4-5 minutes

All Things Considered Monday through Friday 4:00-
6:30pm
Evening news, features, and commentary of national and local interest from NPR. 
Average length of pieces: 3-6 minutes.
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Marketplace Monday through Friday 6:30-
7:00pm
Produced by American Public Media, this fast-paced program addresses both the 
financial news of the day and how it impacts nearly every aspect of our lives. It does 
so through inventive storytelling and incorporates correspondents from around the 
country and the world. Hosted by Kai Ryssdal.

The World Monday through Friday 8:00-9:00pm
A global news program that presents the voices and ideas of an interconnected 
world to the American audience. Average length of pieces: 3-6 minutes.

PBS NewsHour                    Monday through Friday
9:00pm

Now with a new dual-anchor format and expanded online and in-the-field reporting, 
the PBS NewsHour remains one of the most trusted and distinguished sources of 
news on television, radio, or the Web, providing in-depth, fair reporting and analysis 
of current events.

Living On Earth Saturday 7:00am
The weekly environmental news and information program presenting news, 
features, interviews and commentary on a broad range of ecological issues.

This American Life Saturday 11:00am
There's a theme to each episode of This American Life, and a variety of stories on 
that theme. Most of the stories are journalism, with an occasional comedy routine or 
essay.

On the Media            Saturday 4:00pm
In today's fast-moving society, the media can easily blend together to create a whir 
of white noise. We often fail to realize how broadcasters and print professionals 
filter our political process and shape a sense of national culture. On the Media 
invites us to turn on, tune in, and wise up.

Studio 360 Sunday 4:00pm
A show about creativity, pop culture, the arts and ideas hosted by novelist and 
journalist Kurt Andersen.

Weekend Edition            Saturday and Sunday
8:00am-10:00am

Weekend Edition from NPR News appreciates the details that make up a story. This 
two-hour morning newsmagazine covers news, newsmakers, and cultural stories 
with care, accuracy, and a wink of humor.

Innovation Hub Saturday 1:00pm-2:00pm
Innovation Hub features today's most creative thinkers - from authors to 
researchers to business leaders. It explores new avenues in education, science, 
medicine, transportation, and more. From WGBH.
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New Yorker Radio Hour Sunday 3:00pm-4:00pm
A weekly program presented by the magazine’s editor, David Remnick.  Produced 
by The New Yorker and WNYC Studios.

Milk Street Radio Sunday Noon
Christopher Kimball’s Milk Street Radio goes anywhere and everywhere to ask 
questions and get answers about cooking, food, culture, wine, farming, restaurants, 
literature, and the lives and cultures of the people who grow, produce, and create 
the food we eat.

RadioLab Sunday 1:00pm
A show about curiosity. Where sound illuminates ideas, and the boundaries blur 
between science, philosophy, and human experience. From WNYC.

The Moth Radio Hour Saturday Noon
Each show starts with a theme, and the storytellers explore it, often in unexpected 
ways. Since each story is true and every voice authentic, the shows dance between 
documentary and theater, creating a unique, intimate, and often enlightening 
experience for the audience.

On Being Sunday 7:00am
On Being is public radio's conversation about religion, meaning, ethics and ideas. 
Each week, host Krista Tippett focuses on a different theme, asking writers, 
scientists, historians and others to discuss how religion shapes everyday life.

Health/Medicine

Morning Edition—October 7, 2020. The town of Sandwich hired a part-time 
physician this summer to help with COVID planning, from procuring tests, managing 
staff outbreaks and planning to distribute an eventual vaccine. WCAI's Kathryn 
Eident talked with Fire Chief John Burke about why the town felt it was necessary to 
hire a doctor and why they have what he calls a "Doomsday Plan." (5:08)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—October 9, 2020. The number of 
cases of coronavirus on Nantucket has slowed over the last week, but health 
officials are still keeping a close watch on daily tests. The island suffered from two 
surges since early September, one related to the trades, and the most recent 
related to a potluck gathering at a local church. Nantucket health director Roberto 
Santamaria says that 9 people at the church gathering were infected. They then 
brought the virus home. About 40 were infected total. Sam Houghton reports. (:52)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—October 30, 2020. A spike in COVID-
19 cases reported Monday and Tuesday on Cape Cod largely stems from one indoor 
event, according to State Senator Julian Cyr. New cases in Barnstable County 
numbered in the mid 20s this week for two days in a row, a condition the region hasn’t 
seen since May. Cyr said contact tracing suggests the majority of those cases are 
attributable to a small, maskless gathering on the Mid-Cape, and to family 
transmission after the event. Jennette Barnes reports. (:50)
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Morning Edition & All Things Considered—November 20, 2020. State money for 
COVID-19 testing is starting to arrive in Barnstable County from legislative earmarks. 
The county Department of Health and Environment plans to establish its own testing 
sites. Department director Sean O’Brien said the first batch of funding is $300,000 
secured by Rep. Dylan Fernandes in the supplemental budget in July, and it must be 
used in Falmouth, which is in Fernandes’ district. Jennette Barnes reports. (:50)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—December 9, 2020. After weeks of 
calling Cape Cod a COVID-19 testing desert, local officials conducted a dry run 
Tuesday at a new testing site at the Cape Cod Fairgrounds in Falmouth. It’s one of two 
locations — the other at the Cape Cod Melody Tent Hyannis — expected to open early 
next week. In addition, Outer Cape Health Services will begin providing asymptomatic 
testing in about two weeks at its Wellfleet and Provincetown facilities, where testing 
for people with symptoms is already available. Jennette Barnes reports. (:52)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—December 14, 2020. Cape Cod 
Healthcare received its first shipment of COVID-19 vaccine on Monday. The nonprofit 
hospital company isn’t saying yet how many doses it has received or when frontline 
employees will begin getting vaccinated. CEO Mike Lauf said last week that the first 
batch will go to workers in clinical care positions and others who could be exposed on 
the job to COVID-19. Jennette Barnes reports. (:45) 

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—December 17, 2020. Tried calling the 
new COVID-19 testing line on Cape Cod? Some callers looking to make an appointment 
for the public testing sites have gotten stuck on hold for 30 minutes or more, only to 
get disconnected. Lori Jewett, chief operating officer at Cape Cod Healthcare, told 
WCAI the volume of calls escalated rapidly over the course of the week, from about 
160 a day to more than 600. Jennette Barnes reports. (:48)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—December 17, 2020. The first 
coronavirus vaccines landing on Martha's Vineyard and Nantucket were given to health 
care workers Thursday morning. Emergency room physician assistant Maria Carey at 
Nantucket Cottage Hospital was the first on Nantucket to get the shot. Nantucket and 
Martha's Vineyard are both part of the Mass General Brigham's system. Officials in 
Cambridge are coordinating the shipments of the vaccine as they become available. 
Both island hospitals received a shipment of 40 doses on Wednesday. They will receive 
regular shipments. Sam Houghton reports. (:45)
Morning Edition—December 18, 2020. Coronavirus, as we know, can be a serious, 
and sometimes fatal illness. There are a growing number of people who have survived 
COVID-19, but still feel lingering symptoms, like Falmouth resident Genie Stevens. She 
fell ill in March and landed in the emergency room. Nearly 10 months later, she says 
she's still not back to 100 percent. Kathryn Eident talked with Stevens about her 
experience with COVID-19, from dealing with ongoing symptoms, to finding a COVID 
support group, to the insights the 63-year-old has gained into herself and nature. 
(6:00)

Youth/Families/Education
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Morning Edition & All Things Considered—October 5, 2020. In this most unusual 
of years, when COVID-19 has prompted classes to spend more time out in the fresh 
air, some schools in Falmouth are taking the idea a step further by building outdoor 
classrooms. This parent-led effort began as part of the superintendent’s reopening 
committee. Jennette Barnes reports. (4:12)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—October 8, 2020. Barnstable High 
School parents, alumni, and other members of the community urged the School 
Committee on Wednesday to find a way to bring back the principal, Patrick Clark. 
Superintendent Meg Mayo-Brown placed him on leave in late September for 
undisclosed reasons. Jennette Barnes reports. (:50)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered – October 13, 2020. Cape residents 
are pushing back against the Army National Guard’s proposal to build a machine gun 
range on Joint Base Cape Cod. On Monday, nearly 50 people gathered— wearing face 
masks and mostly maintaining social distance— outside Forestdale School in 
Sandwich, where they called for additional vetting of the project and more public 
hearings. They gathered at the school because if the machine gun range is built, the 
elementary students could be able to hear gunfire from their campus. WCAI’s Eve 
Zuckoff first broke the story of the proposed machine gun range on August 24, 2020. 
This is another story by Zuckoff following the latest developments. (:48)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—October 15, 2020. Two competing 
petitions are calling for action on Barnstable High School Principal Patrick Clark’s 
administrative leave. One asks the Barnstable School Committee to reinstate Clark, 
whom Superintendent Meg Mayo-Brown placed on leave for undisclosed reasons in 
September; the other asks Clark to sign a release so Mayo-Brown can make the 
reasons public. Jennette Barnes reports. (:50)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—October 26, 2020. Halloween is 
Saturday, and many parents are wary of letting their children trick-or-treat because of 
COVID-19. But there’s nothing spooky about another fall ritual — picking out 
pumpkins. Farm fun is out in the open air and considered a safe activity during the 
pandemic. With many Halloween events cancelled, pumpkin picking has been a big 
attraction this year. Jennette Barnes reports. (2:04)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—November 13, 2020. Gov. Charlie 
Baker is urging schools to bring children back to the classroom, and a Cape Cod public 
health official says the idea appears to be backed by science. “Our governor and his 
team remain science-based and empirical in their approach, which is laudable and 
very welcome here,” said Vaira Harik, deputy director of the Barnstable County 
Department of Human Services. Jennette Barnes reports. (:50)

The Point—November 17, 2020. Last spring schools across the Cape and Islands 
were abruptly forced to close their doors and shift to remote learning because of the 
pandemic. During the summer teachers and administrators had to completely re-think 
how to engage students in learning while also keeping the entire school community 
safe from infection. When schools re-opened this fall, things looked very different than 
they did a year ago. On The Point, we discuss how the pandemic has pushed 
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innovation in teaching and learning: what is working and where challenges remain. 
(49:30)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—November 23, 2020. Local school 
districts selected for the state’s COVID-19 testing program are making plans to roll out 
their testing protocol, which could vary substantially from one district to the next. At 
Cape Cod Lighthouse Charter School in Harwich, students will get the nasal swab right 
in the nurse’s office. Results are ready in 15 minutes with no special equipment. Other 
local districts selected to receive the tests include Bourne, Falmouth, Upper Cape Cod 
Regional Technical School, and New Bedford. Jennette Barnes reports. (:50) 

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—December 9, 2020. Students at Cape 
Cod Academy got the chance to participate in a scientific study on Friday. Inventor 
David Edwards, a former Harvard University professor, is testing a product he says 
reduces the number of inhaled particles that reach a person’s lungs, potentially 
reducing disease transmission. Students at Cape Cod Academy participated in a 
scientific study for a product that could potentially reduce disease transmission. 
Jennette Barnes reports. (0:52)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—December 11, 2020. Some local food 
pantries are seeing a higher level of need, spurred by unemployment during the 
pandemic. For the last several months, the PACE food pantry in New Bedford has been 
serving 1,200 families a week, compared to just 1,000 families each month before the 
pandemic. The pantry at the Falmouth Service Center also reports an increase in 
households receiving groceries. The center serves up to 300 households a week. 
Deputy Director Elyse DeGroot said some of the newcomers worked at two local 
restaurants that shut down. (:51)

Communities/Local Interest Groups/Religious Groups

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—October 2, 2020. Now that summer 
is over, the results are in: Although some businesses remain under strain, the tourist 
season was busier than expected, according to the Cape Cod Reopening Task Force. 
Traffic coming over the bridges started at a big deficit in the spring, but largely 
recovered as the season went on. By Labor Day weekend, bridge traffic was actually 
2 percent higher than last year. Wendy Northcross, CEO of the Cape Cod Chamber 
of Commerce, said hotel stays were off 15 percent, but house rentals were down 
just 4 percent. Jennette Barnes reports. (:50)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—October 9, 2020. “Devastating,” 
“absurd,” and “unambiguously awful” were among the reactions to the 
Massachusetts Army National Guard’s proposal to build a machine gun range on 
Joint Base Cape Cod, at a public hearing last night. WCAI’s Eve Zuckoff first broke 
the story of the proposed machine gun range on August 24, 2020. This is another 
story by Zuckoff following the latest developments. (:47)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—October 12, 2020. Today is legally 
Columbus Day in Massachusetts, but a movement is gaining steam to abandon the 
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holiday and celebrate Indigenous Peoples’ Day instead. Mashpee is one of several 
communities honoring native peoples instead of the 15th century explorer 
Christopher Columbus, who has become increasingly associated with the brutal 
killing and enslavement of indigenous people by Europeans. Jennette Barnes 
reports. (:50)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—October 20, 2020. The public panel 
overseeing the decommissioning of the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station is asking 
lawmakers to change the panel’s voting rules. Members of the 21-seat Nuclear 
Decommissioning Citizens Advisory Panel said it’s been hard to get anything done, 
because the law requires them to have 11 votes to pass a motion, no matter how 
many people are present. Jennette Barnes reports. (:50)
Morning Edition & All Things Considered—November 17, 2020. Demolition of 
the main emissions stack at the Pilgrim Nuclear Power Station is scheduled to begin 
Wednesday as part of the ongoing decommissioning of the plant. Workers will 
remove one 38-foot section at a time from the 335-food stack. The Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection sent an inspector to the site this week. 
Jennette Barnes reports. (:55) 

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—November 18, 2020. For the past 
five winters, three Martha’s Vineyard churches took turns sheltering the homeless 
on different nights of the week. But those pop-up shelters relied mostly on elder 
volunteers, and they closed abruptly in March because of COVID-19. This fall, a 
committee went looking for a new location. What they found could change the 
island’s approach to homelessness. Jennette Barnes reports. (3:19) 

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—November 25, 2020. As millions of 
Americans celebrate Thanksgiving on Thursday, many Native Americans and their 
supporters will commemorate the National Day of Mourning. Held in Plymouth since 
1970, the annual event is both solemn and political. It remembers the murder and 
oppression of Native Americans — and the theft of their land — by European 
settlers. It also serves as a protest of modern-day racism. Jennette Barnes reports. 
(:50)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—December 2, 2020. If you’re 
breaking out your Christmas lights early this year, you may find that some have lost 
their twinkle. That’s why Barnstable County is launching its annual holiday light 
recycling program in all 15 Cape towns. The program makes it free for residents to 
drop off old, broken, or unwanted string lights at any transfer station until January 
15 — even for those who don’t have a transfer station sticker. Eve Zuckoff reports. 
(:57)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—December 3, 2020. Vineyard Wind 
has temporarily withdrawn its construction and operations plan from federal review. 
The delay likely means the Biden administration, not the Trump administration, will 
issue the final permit. CEO Lars Pedersen said the company will resubmit the plan in 
a few weeks. Though some observers have speculated that a Biden administration 
might issue a more favorable permit, Pedersen said Vineyard Wind had other 
reasons for revisiting the plan — namely, to make sure that switching to larger 
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turbines wouldn’t prevent construction from starting in the second half of 2021. 
Jennette Barnes reports. (:50)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—December 3, 2020. This spring, 
precautions against COVID-19 closed some of the few showers open to people who 
are homeless and living outdoors, including one in the basement of the Duffy Health 
Center in Hyannis. Now, with a little ingenuity and some help from the state, 
showers are back — in a special trailer that meets COVID-19 protocol. Jennette 
Barnes reports. (4:13)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—December 17, 2020. 
Massachusetts Army National Guard officials insisted that they carefully studied the 
potential impacts of a proposed machine gun range on Joint Base Cape Cod, and 
assured members of the Bourne Board of Selectmen this week that they fully 
considered environmental impacts. Stephen Mealy, Bourne’s representative to the 
Cape Cod Commission, said he wasn’t convinced that the Guard had fully accounted 
for potential impacts on traffic, groundwater, noise, and habitat. WCAI’s Eve Zuckoff 
first broke the story of the proposed machine gun range on August 24, 2020. This is 
another story by Zuckoff following the latest developments. (0:44)

Morning Edition—December 23, 2020. The $900 billion coronavirus relief bill 
passed by Congress on Monday includes checks to individuals and families, new 
grants and loans for small businesses and nonprofits, and even mentions the 
proposed project to build two new bridges on the Cape Cod Canal. WCAI's Kathryn 
Eident talked with Congressman Bill Keating (D-Mass.) of Bourne about what people 
along the Cape, the Coast and the Islands can expect from this package. (8:55)

Arts/Culture

The Point—October 1, 2020. Conversations with speakers at the Marine 
Biological Laboratory's Falmouth Forum continue on The Point. This month Jung-Ho 
Pak, Artistic Director and Conductor of the Cape Symphony joins us to discuss 
Composing a New Future in a Changing World. (49:30)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—October 14, 2020. Once, there was 
a famous shark, and a boat that inspired one of the most famous movie lines of all 
time. The Orca, the fishing boat from Jaws, is long gone, but an effort is underway to 
bring the vessel back to life. Jennette Barnes reports. (4:20)

Morning Edition—October 27, 2020. A person who wished to remain anonymous 
has bequeathed a more than $6 million dollar gift to help the local arts scene on 
Cape Cod. The Cape Cod Foundation is managing the gift. WCAI's Kathryn Eident 
talked with Foundation President and CEO Kristin O'Malley about how her 
organization will award the money, and other funds the nonprofit manages, as well. 
(4:22)

The Point—October 28, 2020. On The Point's monthly book show, the topic is 
cookbooks, and books related to cooking. Joining us are Elspeth Hay of The Local 
Food Report and Jill Erickson of Falmouth Public Library. Mindy Todd hosts. (49:30)
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The Point—October 29, 2020. All Hallows Eve is this Saturday when some hope 
to see ghosts and other worldly spirits floating along our streets. But those who’ve 
had a paranormal or unexplained ghostly encounter will tell you it can happen at 
any time in the year. On The Point, we talk with Tom Dresser about his new book, 
“Ghosts of Martha’s Vineyard.” (49:30)

The Point—November 3, 2020. If you ask most people about the early history of 
human flight, they’re likely to rattle off the names Orville and Wilbur Wright. And it’s 
true, the American brothers were the first humans to fly in a powered flying 
machine. But that’s only part of the story. On The Point, we talk with National Book 
Award winner Martin Sandler who brings us another important piece of flight history 
in his latest book titled “Race through the Skies, The Week the World Learned to 
Fly.”  The book introduces us to the people, achievements and mishaps that 
introduced the world to the wonder of flight. (48:00)

The Point—November 12, 2020. Museums and cultural centers are open again, 
including the Nantucket and New Bedford Whaling Museums and the Martha’s 
Vineyard Museum. On The Point, we discuss protocols for visiting, some of the 
exhibits on display, and the wealth of artifacts that these museums keep in the 
archives. We also discuss how museum staff work with historians and researchers 
both locally and across the globe. (49:30)

The Point—November 19, 2020. On The Point, an interview with Noé Álvarez. His 
new book is "Spirit Run: a 6,000 Mile Marathon Through North America's Stolen 
Land." (49:30)

The Point—November 24, 2020. In a new exhibition, dozens of artists share their 
vision about the inter-relatedness of the climate emergency, racial, and social 
justice. We talk with the organizers of the Earth Justice show and with some of the 
participating artists. The show was featured at the Higgins Gallery at Cape Cod 
Community College and is available for virtual viewing. (34:32)

The Point—November 24, 2020. November is Native American Heritage Month. 
On The Point, we hear about a new gallery on Cape Cod featuring Wampanoag 
artists, and some of the films and activities offered through the gallery space. Our 
guest is Paula Peters of smokesygnals.com. (15:00)

The Point—December 23, 2020. Our region is home to artists of all genres. On 
The Point, we give local writers their moment in the spotlight. Throughout the hour 
we hear from people writing about a variety of topics. We learn about their writing 
process, what inspires them to put pen to paper, and how they’re using local 
resources to help with their writing, editing or publishing. We also ask how the 
pandemic has impacted their work. (49:30)

Environment/Ecology/Animals/Science
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Morning Edition & All Things Considered—October 1, 2020. New England fishing 
regulators have approved a plan that would significantly increase at-sea monitoring for 
groundfish trips, as a way to help inform scientists and stocks managers about what’s 
being caught in area waters. The plan calls for in-person observers or video monitoring 
on up to 100 percent of trips made by fishermen who target cod, flounder, haddock, 
and other groundfish. Eve Zuckoff reports. (:50)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—October 8, 2020. Barnstable County 
officials want to get more electric cars on the road. With the help of grants from the 
state’s Department of Environmental Protection and Eversource, Barnstable County 
has installed one charging station in the Orleans District Court Parking lot, and four at 
the Barnstable County complex to be used by the public and county employees. Each 
Level 2 charger can charge two electric vehicles at a time. Eve Zuckoff reports. (:50)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—October 19, October 20, October 
21, 2020. WCAI produced a three-part series on toxic cyanobacteria blooms. These 
are affecting ponds all across the region as a result of excess nutrients from septic 
systems and warming global temperatures. They can be dangerous, and many people 
aren’t aware of the risks. Eve Zuckoff reports. (approx. 4:00 for each story)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—October 27, 2020. The Association to 
Preserve Cape Cod has released its second annual State of the Waters report this 
week and found an increase from last year in the percentage of saltwater embayments 
and ponds with unacceptable water quality. The report found that of 93 ponds studied, 
42 percent had unacceptable water quality. The percentage of acceptable ponds 
decreased from 61 percent in 2019 to 58 percent in 2020. Eve Zuckoff reports. (:50)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—November 25, 2020. Cranberry 
farming throughout Massachusetts is in decline. As many as five thousand acres of 
cranberry bogs throughout the state will likely be abandoned in the next decade. Many 
farms on Cape Cod have already been abandoned. With help from state, federal and 
local agencies, several projects are underway to turn the landscapes back into the 
wetlands and rivers that they used to be. Sam Houghton reports. (4:09)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—December 4, 2020. Scientists around 
the country are celebrating and speaking out for “Black in Marine Science Week.” The 
week features online panel discussions on career growth, celebrates natural hair as a 
professional look, and focuses on increasing the visibility of Black marine scientists 
across social media. Eve Zuckoff reports. (:50) 

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—December 4, 2020. How did insects 
get their wings? After 100 years of debate, that is the mystery just solved by biologists 
at the Marine Biological Laboratory in Woods Hole. 
Until now, many scientists believed that insect wings were “novel” structures that 
sprang up with no corresponding structure in the ancestor. But postdoctoral 
researcher Heather Bruce and MBL Director Nipam Patel helped debunk that theory 
using gene-editing technology known as CRISPR. Eve Zuckoff reports. (:47) 
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Morning Edition & All Things Considered—December 9, 2020. The state is 
asking for public feedback on new rules to protect critically endangered North Atlantic 
right whales from entanglement in fishing gear. At a public hearing on Tuesday, the 
Massachusetts Department of Marine Fisheries shared its recommendations to extend 
a seasonal commercial-gear closure to areas north and east of the Cape from February 
1 through April 30. Eve Zuckoff reports. (:50)
  
Morning Edition & All Things Considered—December 11, 2020. The towns of 
Barnstable and Mashpee, along with the state Department of Environmental 
Protection, knowingly allowed nitrogen pollution from septic systems to degrade water 
quality across the Cape, according to a new report by the Boston-based Conservation 
Law Foundation. The report, presented as an interactive story map, documents cases 
over the past 10 years when the towns passed inspections, authorized construction, 
and granted repairs for more than 6,000 septic systems. Eve Zuckoff reports. (5:43)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—December 21, 2020. Another North 
Atlantic right whale calf has been spotted off the coast of South Carolina — the fourth 
one born this season, according to scientists from the New England Aquarium. The first 
calf of the season was found dead shortly after birth, a major setback for the critically 
endangered species with population numbers hovering below 360. Eve Zuckoff 
reports. (:51)

Morning Edition & All Things Considered—December 22, 2020. The number of 
cold-stunned turtles rescued this year from Cape Cod beaches has already reached an 
all-time high. More than 720 critically endangered Kemp’s ridley and threatened 
loggerhead turtles have received care at the New England Aquarium’s Animal Care 
Center in Quincy and the National Marine Life Center in Buzzards Bay since early last 
month. The old record for turtles brought in for care was set in 2014, when 692 live 
turtles were admitted. Eve Zuckoff reports. (0:44)


