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SUMMARY OF 4th QUARTER ISSUES 2013 
 
The fourth quarter of 2013 followed the familiar template of news in metro Detroit -- high stakes 
and high profile drama that affect the region's history and future, daily dramas that affect the lives 
of our viewers, and presentation of topics and information useful to the community.  
 
    Sprawling topics like the city of Detroit's historic bankruptcy filing are a test of our ability to 
tackle complex topics and distill them. But the spectrum of stories we cover is a vast, rich blend ... 
important scheduled news like elections, breaking news including sentencings and dramatic court 
rulings, investigative work that exposes dishonesty and incompetence, to poignant storytelling 
that could focus on a single, non-famous person. 
 
     In fact, some of the work we are most proud of is our effort to help members of our community 
who have a need. 
 
    Just one example of our Problem Solvers service is reflected in this email from the 
grandmother of young quintuplets ... "Hi Kevin, I just wanted to drop you a line to say thank you 
for doing the interview for my daughter's fundraiser.  The snow did keep a number of people from 
attending, but we did hear from friends and family that they saw the information on Channel 2.  
We wish you and your family a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. Kathy." 
 
    We make it a priority to think as a member of our community, not an outside observer. We are 
proud of our bond with the community and seek opportunities to recognize remarkable acts, 
accomplishments and circumstances at all economic and social levels. 
 
 
GOVERNMENT  
Detroit elections, team coverage. Multiple stories. Detroit's November mayoral election made 
history with black-majority Detroit voting a white candidate, Mike Duggan, into office for the first 
time in 40 years. Many analysts hailed the election as a sign of unification in a racially polarized 
city. We covered the campaign with daily stories, staffed multiple locations on election night, and 
also reported on the election of city council by district for the first time in decades. In December, 
reporter Alexis Wiley broke the story of mayor-elect Mike Duggan's cabinet selections. 
 
Kwame Kilpatrick sentencing, team coverage. M.L. Elrick led team coverage on the October 
sentencing of disgraced former Detroit mayor Kwame Kilpatrick, the culmination of a sordid 
chapter that captivated and dragged down metro Detroit for years. We used Twitter to provide 
real-time play-by-play of court proceedings, as federal rules do not allow cameras in the 
courtroom. The former mayor received 28 years, his partner Bobby Ferguson 21 years, and his 
father Bernard less than three years.   
 
Detroit lighting, Charlie LeDuff. Nov. 6, 5:00. Reporter Charlie LeDuff provides a revealing inside 
look at the depths of the city's lighting problems, including the astonishing information that the 
city's grid is turned on by hand, not a timing system or light sensors.  
 
Public safety offensive, Charlie LeDuff. Dec. 17, 3:30. Reporter Charlie LeDuff and a 
photographer embed with Detroit Police for large-scale raids on an apartment complex 
functioning as a base camp for crime. Even some of those arrested express gratitude that public 
safety seems to be a new focus in city government.  



 
 
 
DETROIT BANKRUPTCY  
Detroit bankruptcy filing, team coverage. Multiple stories. Detroit's hotly contested bankruptcy, the 
largest municipal filing in U.S. history and one expected to set the template for others around the 
nation, generates dozens of stories. When a federal judge rendered his decision on Detroit's 
eligibility for this protection, we devised a detailed plan to overcome federal restrictions that ban 
cameras and audio feeds from the courtroom. We placed a producer in the media overflow room 
to blog in real time. Our in-studio anchors and legal analyst monitored the blog on their laptops 
and delivered each element of the judge's legal opinion as it was read, and discussed the story 
as it unfolded, delivering top-notch, immediate service to our viewers. We built on our coverage of 
the decision by meeting with pensioners and retirees with incomes threatened by the bankruptcy 
and providing a road map for what's next. 
 
Benefit restructure, Charlie LeDuff. Oct. 29, 4:00. We put a human face on the bankruptcy case's 
legal wrangling with a profile of a firefighter -- paralyzed in the line of duty -- who will have to get 
by on $200 a month in health benefits under the terms of the city's restructuring. 
 
Bankruptcy benefactor, Alexis Wiley. Dec. 6, 2:30. Reporter Alexis Wiley introduces us to a man 
donating $10 million as "seed money" to go toward protecting pensions threatened in the 
bankruptcy as well as treasures at the Detroit Institute of Arts that could go on the auction block. 
 
 
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING 
Hall of Shame/Survivor, Rob Wolchek. Dec. 11, 7:00. Wolchek discovers a man who achieved 
celebrity on the reality show "Survivor" is soliciting money on the internet, pushing an investment 
idea that appears to be the very definition of a Ponzi scheme. He also finds the man has a 
multitude of financial problems, making him perhaps not the best person to be advising on money 
strategy.  
 
Detroit demolition, M.L. Elrick. Dec. 17, 7:00. Demolition in Detroit is no laughing matter -- 
thousands of abandoned homes and buildings need to be knocked down, but the city's inability to 
remove the blighted housing stock has made it a laughingstock to some. In fact, Elrick finds 
cases where insurance companies have given the city the money to have structures cleared and 
still it doesn't happen, months or years after the money to do it is provided. 
 
Charles Pugh case, Charlie LeDuff and Randy Wimbley. Dec. 16, 5:00. The reporters combine to 
reveal the seamy texts between former City Council president Charles Pugh and a teen he was 
mentoring. The scandal, specifics largely cloaked until this point, resulted in Pugh's resignation.   
 
 
HEALTH  
Weight loss winners, Deena Centofanti. Dec. 26, 30:00. One of Michigan's most profound health 
problems is obesity. In a half-hour special, Centofanti looks at the successful strategies employed 
by members of our community in motivating themselves and maintaining proper nutrition to 
achieve a healthier lifestyle. 
 
Flu shot myths, Deena Centofanti. Oct. 23, 2:00. Flu shots are known to be effective but 
misconceptions prevent many people from getting them. Centofanti interviews a doctor to set the 
record straight about the three biggest flu shot myths.  
 
Affordable care Act, Deena Centofanti. Multiple stories leading up to the heralded launch of 
Obamacare, culminating on the date of the launch (Oct. 1) with a morning show containing 
multiple hits with experts answering common questions and providing common-sense advice. 
 



 
RACE RELATIONS   
Police videos, team coverage. Multiple stories throughout November. In suburban and mostly 
white Grosse Pointe Park, a blogger's discovery of phone video apparently shot and circulated 
among the police department, showing a black mentally impaired man making gibbering sounds, 
angered civil rights groups. We secured the demeaning video and followed the story's 
developments, including a live apology from a city spokesman on our Let It Rip show and 
corrective actions taken within the department. 
 
Death of Renisha McBride, team coverage. Multiple stories throughout November. Race 
permeates so many aspects of life and perspective in metro Detroit, and members of the African 
American community were outraged by the fatal shooting of a young black woman who went onto 
a white man's porch, apparently seeking help after a car accident. Tension ran high through many 
days of coverage until the county prosecutor charged the homeowner with murder.    
 
Hostile workplace, M.L. Elrick. Nov. 20, 6:00. Reporter M.L. Elrick reveals horrifying allegations of 
racist abuse at a local factory, including the permanent installation of a black-faced statue 
hanging as if lynched. The case is now under investigation by state authorities. 
 
 
PEOPLE OF OUR COMMUNITY 
Detroiters help Haiti, Amy Lange. Nov. 6-7, two 5:00 pieces. Reporter Amy Lange crafts a two-
part series on her trip to Haiti, chronicling the work done at an orphanage by newspaper 
columnist Mitch Albom and a band of Detroit-area volunteer workers. 
 
Tribute to the Troops, Sherry Margolis. Nov. 11, 30:00. Margolis hosts a half-hour show pegged 
to Veterans Day honoring the veterans among us for their service. It profiles members of our 
community and showcases the many gestures now made to show this gratitude, and was aired 
commercial free. 
 
Tel-7, Robin Schwartz. Oct. 25, 5:00. A look at then and now in a Detroit neighborhood in the 
Telegraph and Seven Mile area of Detroit, through the eyes of one of our photographers, a former 
resident. James Jackson reflected on physical and cultural changes after many years of being 
away, and we gather current and former residents for their insights as well.  
 
 
ENVIRONMENT 
FOXe Special: Living Green, Robin Schwartz. Dec. 24, 30:00. Living green plays a role in most 
lives, even if people don't realize it ... they may recycle, shop at a new green business, or have a 
green job. Others may worry about the food we eat, the air we breathe or our water supply, or 
want to get closer to nature. This half-hour special shows how some in our community are helping 
our planet and how others can get involved. 
 
Green anchors, Robin Schwartz. Nov. 6, 2:00. A look at a pilot project called the "green anchors" 
program in Southgate. They're taking three abandoned or foreclosed homes and using grant 
money to fix them up -- putting in state-of-the-art, energy efficient appliances, insulation, etc. 
Then, the green homes will be rented to low-income families. Energy costs are expected to be 
just $60 per month. People who rent the homes will learn about green technology and teach 
others about it.  
 
Solar Power jobs, Robin Schwartz. Oct. 11, 2:00. Sader Power Enterprises to unveil game-
changing new solar technology expected to add up to 220 new jobs in Detroit region. New jobs to 
focus on unemployed or under-employed.  
 
 
 



FRANCHISES 
Job shop, Murray Feldman. A daily, 30-second description of a job opening somewhere in the 
metro Detroit area, plus tips on how to get hired. 
 
Redefining Detroit, Alexis Wiley. A continuing series of stories that highlight on the positives 
taking place in the city of Detroit, covering housing expansion, artistic endeavors, business 
growth, entrepreneurial efforts, educational opportunities and artistic expression. 
 
Let It Rip, every Thursday at 10:30pm. Huel Perkins and Charlie Langton host a 30-minute 
examination of news-based topics driving community opinion and discussion. We invite guests 
involved with the stories to come to the station as panelists and drill deeply into complex subjects, 
pushing past the episodic coverage characterizing some television station treatments. Topics 
included the Detroit mayoral election, a bill requiring a specific health insurance rider to cover 
abortions, medical marijuana, expressions of intolerance during the holiday season, smoking on 
outdoor business patios, the security of the Detroit Institute of Arts holdings amid the city's 
bankruptcy, Obamacare and the government shutdown.  
 
 


