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PROGRAMMING STATEMENT

Radio station KDKA - AM, KDKA – FM HD 2 licensed to the 
Entercom Radio and W261AX provides a news, information and talk format 
to its community of license, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on a continuing basis.  



By its nature, KDKA Radio’s news, talk, information, and sports 
programming format deals with, and is responsive to the main issues of the 
greater Pittsburgh area, daily.

During the past three months, KDKA’s coverage of news stories, our 
employee’s participation in community affairs, and regular interviews with 
community leaders have led to the determination that the issues listed in this 
report are ones of importance to the Pittsburgh community.  A variety of 
programming elements, news and business reports, commentaries, editorials, 
and public service announcements on matters of importance to the 
community are included within the services provided by KDKA Radio.

Specific examples of some of these types of programs and the 
principal issues to which they pay attention are set forth in this report.
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CERTIFICATION

On behalf of KDKA Radio, I certify that a copy of this Quarterly 
Significant Programs Report for KDKA, licensed to Entercom Radio was 
placed in the station’s Public Inspection File on March 29, 2021.



___________________________

Philip J. Kumanchik
News Director
News Radio 1020 KDKA
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PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS COMMUNITY ISSUES

1. The KDKA Radio Morning Show with Larry Richert and Kevin 
Battle:  Is Pittsburgh’s full-service morning show, airing weekdays 
from 5 a.m. to 9 a.m.  The show features a combination of news 
updates four times an hour, eight sports headline packages, traffic and 



weather updates every ten minutes, financial news, and newsmaker 
interviews.

2. The Inside Story with Marty Griffin:  Is a full-service show that airs 
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.  The show features a 
combination of news updates twice an hour, traffic and weather 
updates every ten minutes, financial news, and newsmaker interviews.  

3.  The Lynne Hayes-Freeland Show:  Is a full-service show that airs 
Monday through Friday from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.  The show features a 
combination of news updates twice an hour, traffic and weather 
updates every ten minutes, financial news, and newsmaker interviews.  

4. The KDKA Radio Afternoon News with Rick Dayton:  Is Pittsburgh’s 
full-service afternoon show, airing weekdays from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.  
The show features a combination of news updates four times an hour, 
three sports headline packages, traffic and weather updates every ten 
minutes, financial news, and newsmaker interviews.

 QUARTERLY SIGNIFICANT PROGRAMS REPORT
KDKA RADIO, 100.1 FM AND 1020 AM, PITTSBURGH, 

PENNSYLVANIA
ENTERCOM RADIO 

1st QUARTER, January 1, 2021 TO March 31, 2021

MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

ISSUE:  HEALTH AND WELFARE

The KDKA Radio Morning Show
1/20/21



6:37am - 6:14am 

     As other Pennsylvanian’s scrambled for a Covid-19 vaccine, 
Ligonier Valley School District took matters into their own hands to 
vaccinate 180 employees at the district.  Elementary Principal Ed 
Moran and other school staffers called hospitals, FEMA, the state 
government, etc., in the hopes of finding available vaccines.   LVRx 
Pharmacy responded, and they were able to set up a clinic within 
days.  

The KDKA Radio Morning Show
1/29/21
6:37am – 6:45am

     Fayette County Commission Scott Dunn help his county 
orchestrate a task force that focuses on vaccine distribution, future 
plans and the importance of its highly collaborative efforts.  Members 
are working with local providers to organize agencies, businesses and 
individuals into required groups, so that vaccines may be accessible to 
all who wish to receive them.

The Lynne Hayes-Freeland Show
1/29/21
12:07pm – 12:14pm 

     Johnson and Johnson, says it's 1 dose COVID-19 vaccine is 66% 
effective in global trial, but 85% effective against severe disease.  
Connie Portis, was a participant in the Johnson and Johnson trial and 
join Lynne to discuss. 

The Lynne Hayes-Freeland Show
1/29/21
1:07pm – 1:14pm 

     
     University of Pittsburgh Basketball Coach, Jeff Capel joins Lynne 
and give his thoughts on playing the season during the pandemic.  He 
also discussed what the NCAA tournament might look like surviving 
COVID.

The KDKA Radio Morning Show



2/15/21
6:37am-6:14am

     
     David Cippel, President of Klingensmith’s Drug Stores, Inc. has 
not received any doses of the Covid-19 vaccine for the past two 
weeks, forcing him to cancel vaccination events.  He said other 
pharmacies are experiencing the same problem.  He currently has a 
waiting list of 15,000 people.

The Inside Story
2/19/21
10:07am – 10:15am

     Dr. Robert Ferris of UPMC joins the show to talk about the covid 
vaccine distribution. He urges people to be patient and when you have 
an opportunity to go, do it. He’s aware that PA’s distribution hasn’t 
been the best, but he knows things in Pittsburgh are still going in the 
right direction. He sees a light at the end of the tunnel now that the 
vaccine is out. 

The Inside Story
2/23/21
9:17am – 9:25am

     
     Attorney John Perry joins the show to talk about covid in the 
workplace.  He discusses the rules and what can and can’t happen for 
people who are tempted to use the “covid” excuse to stay home for a 
couple of weeks. Mr. Perry urges all employees to get the vaccine and 
explains the issues that come up if people are asked to come back to 
the office without being vaccinated.

The KDKA Radio Afternoon News
2/25/21
3:37pm – 3:45pm

     The Pittsburgh Pirates were hosting a mass vaccination clinic at 
PNC Park earlier on February 25th.   Pirates President Travis Williams 
talked about how the event went, and what they learned from the 
process for the next time they hosted a vaccination event.



The KDKA Radio Afternoon News
3/3/21
3:37pm – 3:45pm

     The state had received 7400 vaccines to distribute to teachers 
across PA.  Aaron Skrbin of the Allegheny Intermediate Unit were in 
charge of distributing those vaccines.  He told us about what that 
whirlwind of a process was like including, identifying who needed a 
vaccine, survey people to see who even wanted the vaccine, and 
sending the information he collected to different school districts. 

The Inside Story
3/8/21
10:07am – 10:25am

     
     Dr Michael Deem, a health researcher at Duquesne University, 
joins the show to talk about the vaccine. The Johnson and Johnson 
one is good to go, and he cannot recommend enough that all of these 
vaccines are good to go. The Catholic Church recently made 
comments about the J and J vaccine. There are people out there with 
strong religious beliefs that are also against the vaccine, but he urges 
people to get any of the three because it will save lives.

The KDKA Radio Afternoon News
3/12/21
3:37pm – 3:45pm

     The Pittsburgh Penguins and UPMC were hosting a mass 
vaccination clinic at PPG Paints arena. Penguins President and CEO 
David Moorehouse told us about how to register for the event, and 
that they intended to do more events as time went on. 

The KDKA Radio Afternoon News
3/12/21
4:07pm – 4:45pm

     The work that was done at the Center of Vaccine Research was 
paramount in the development of the COVID vaccine. The work that 
was done here was featured in a special on 60 minutes on March 14th. 



University of Pittsburgh Center for Vaccine Research Director Paul 
Duprex spoke to us about what it was that they did that separated 
them from most other research facilities. 
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MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

ISSUE:  CHARITY

The Inside Story



1/29/21
9:47am – 9:54am

     
     Like everyone else, Bob Tudi has struggled during the pandemic to 
keep his business alive.  But that doesn’t stop him from helping out 
the community.   A friend to the show, Patrick doesn’t have heat in his 
house.  He’s also been taking care of his father who is sick.  Mr. Tudi 
joins the show to explain that he and Marty are going to help this man 
out.  Mr. Tudi loves helping others during these tough times.

The KDKA Afternoon Show
2/18/21
3:07pm-3:15pm

     Pittsburgh Police Chief Scott Schubert had challenged Rick to the 
Polar Pop to raise awareness for the Special Olympics.  He came to 
the station the following day to partake in the polar pop with Rick and 
producer Ben Cominos, and then did a second segment talking about 
how it went.  The segment concluded with Chief Schubert urging 
listeners to donate.

The KDKA Afternoon Show
3/10/21
4:07pm-4:15pm

     Thirty students from University School took it upon themselves to 
raise awareness about Feed the Need.  Will Brandsetter is a social 
studies teacher and Owen Berret is one of his students that was 
involved in the fundraising effort. They were on the show to tell us 
about the strides they were making and then rejoined us on March 16th 
to tell us about their success.

The KDKA Afternoon Show
3/15/21
3:07pm-3:15pm

     Lisa Scales, President and CEO of the Pittsburgh Food Bank came 
on to talk to us the day before Feed the Need Radiothon.  She talked 
about what a tremendous help Entercom Radio has been throughout 



the pandemic.  She then talked about the changes she has seen at the 
food bank over the past year, both positive and negative. 

The KDKA Afternoon Show
3/16/21
5:37pm-5:45pm

     Pittsburgh Mayor Bill Peduto came on the show to congratulate 
Entercom Radio for the efforts during Feed the Need Radiothon. He 
went on to talk about what differentiates Pittsburgh from other cities, 
and how imperative it is to continue these efforts as we continue 
through the pandemic. 
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MOST SIGNIFICANT ISSUE-RESPONSIVE PROGRAMMING

ISSUE:  CIVICS

The Lynne Hayes-Freeland Show
1/7/21
12:07pm – 12:15pm



     Pennsylvania Democratic Congressman Mike Doyle calls for 25th 
Amendment to be invoked against President Donald Trump. 
Congressman Doyle tweeted that he is joining other members of 
Congress who are asking that Vice President Mike Pence and the 
President’s Cabinet invoke the 25th Amendment. Mr. Doyle said the 
removal of President Trump would “prevent him from causing more 
damage to the United States between now and Inauguration Day.”

The KDKA Radio Morning Show
1/15/21
8:07am – 8:14am

     
     Wilkinsburg Council voted 6-3 to censure Mayor Marita Garrett, 
claiming she has failed to carry out her duties as mayor.  The council 
said Mayor Garrett misled the public about her role to make decisions 
over police matters.  She says this is “another laundry list of items 
with this council,” and they are against anything progressive to help 
move Wilkinsburg forward.

The Lynne Hayes-Freeland Show
1/20/21
2:07pm – 2:15pm

     State Representative Ed Gainey announced he's running for Mayor 
of Pittsburgh in the May Democratic primary.  Mr. Gainey said he is 
running for mayor because he knows that the working people of 
Pittsburgh need opportunities for good union jobs with a living wage 
and benefits, affordable housing, genuine public safety and a city 
where we can all belong and contribute.

The Lynne Hayes Freeland Show
2/19/21
1:07pm – 1:15pm

     WPXI reporter Amy Marcinkiewicz spent 26 years covering the news 
in Butler County — telling stories, meeting people and entering their 
homes. in a TV drama, it's easy to go from being a News Reporter to 
being a Judge but in real life it may be a lot harder.  But will it? After 26 
years in front of the camera, this local news reporter is hanging up the 



microphone for the courtroom and she tells Lynne her decisions makes 
perfect sense.  
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ISSUE:  EDUCATION

The Lynne Hayes-Freeland Show
1/26/21
12:37pm – 12:45pm 



     Pittsburgh Public School parents want kids back in 
school saying their children need to be in school for the sake of their 
education and mental health, while teachers say it’s too great a 
risk. As the district approaches the one-year mark of online learning, 
it has become increasingly difficult for students to maintain a positive 
mindset and healthy work ethic. Pittsburgh Public Schools Board 
President Sylvia Wilson say they must decide what to do. 

The KDKA Radio Afternoon News
2/26/21
5:07pm – 5:15pm 

     Robert Morris University President Dr. Chris Howard talked about 
a partnership between RMU and several Community Colleges in 
Western PA, wherein students would be able to transfer all credits 
from a community college to RMU and start 2 years into the process. 
Previously, credits used to transfer on a class-by-class basis. 

The Inside Story
3/10/21
9:37am – 9:45am 

     Sharon Austin is a local parent who has two daughters struggling 
with online schooling.  She desperately wants kids to return to in-
school learning. I t’s a real problem in her eyes. Her two daughters are 
normally straight A students, but their grades have fallen greatly 
during the pandemic. Marty can relate; his kids who normally do well 
have struggled as well. 
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ISSUE:  ECONOMICS

The Inside Story
1/4/21
10:07am – 10:05am 



     Off The Hook and Napa Prime restaurant owner Glen Hawley 
joins the show to give us an update on his restaurants and the covid 
restrictions.  Now that many restrictions have been lifted with the 
holidays ending, he is excited to have more people come in. Like 
every other restaurant, it has been tough to stay in business during the 
pandemic.  He mentions he’s hopeful with the vaccine starting to 
come out better times are ahead.

The Inside Story
1/5/21
10:17am – 10:25am 

     Mark DeIntinis of the Distrikt Hotel joins the show. It’s been very 
difficult for him to stay afloat during this pandemic.  He’s very 
passionate about his hotel, and with event after event being canceled, 
it’s difficult to get by. Mr. DeIntinis stays optimistic though and hopes 
that it’s sooner rather than later that things can get back to normal.

The Inside Story
2/9/21
10:07am – 10:05am 

     Portview Volunteer Fire Dept. Chief Brandon Hale joins the show 
to talk about a problem that hasn’t gotten a lot of attention with the 
pandemic.  The funding for his department hasn’t been good. Also, 
there is a huge need for more firefighters. It’s a real problem for 
Brandon, who is very passionate about this.
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ISSUE:  MINORITY

The Lynne Hayes-Freeland Show
2/25/21
12:07pm – 12:15pm 



     To celebrate Black History Month, U.S. Senator Bob Casey (D-
PA) announced that he will honor three Black leaders from 
Pennsylvania who have paved pathways toward a brighter future for 
children and families throughout the Commonwealth.

The Lynne Hayes-Freeland Show
3/10/21
12:07pm – 12:15pm 

     South Fayette school district's world cultures class had students 
participate in a "slave trade" Concerned students and parents reached 
out to Lynne about a 10th grade assignment titled “Is the slave trade 
profitable?”


