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TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story
FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 

PROGRAM CODE



ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR APRIL 2016

1. KPR’s Laura Lorson prepared a series of short newscast stories detailing an oral 
history project at the Lawrence Public Library.  Danika Swanson with the KU Center for 
Latin American and Caribbean Studies talked about the project, which will gather oral 
histories from Latino Americans throughout the region. 
(ORALH-1.wav) – aired 04-01-16 – ME/newscast -- length: 45 sec spot – airtime: 6am
(ORALH-2.wav) – aired 04-01-16 – ME/newscast – length: 48 sec spot – airtime: 7 am
(ORALH-3.wav) – aired 04-01-16 – ME/newscast – length: 52 sec spot – airtime: 8am, 
noon
______________________________________________________________AR/HI/RR

2. Sam Zeff, the education reporter for radio station KCUR in Kansas City, provided an 
overview of why Kansas State University has begun aggressively recruiting 
undocumented students. Give the controversial nature of the topic of illegal immigration, 
K-State is bucking a national trend by seeking these students out and encouraging them to 
attend KSU. 
(SZ-KSU.wav) – aired 04-01-16 – ME/R; ATC/R – length 4:36 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am, 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________ECO/ED/POL

3. J. Schafer spoke with U.S. Attorney for Kansas Barry Grissom about a push at the U.S. 
Department of Justice to crack down on sex trafficking. Grissom says the large number of 
trucks that move through Kansas on I-35 and I-70 have become a focus of the 
investigation, and federal agents have been examining truck stops and motels for signs of 
the practice. 
(SEX-TRAFF.wav) – aired 04-04-16, 04/05/16 – ATC/R; ME/R – length: 3:33 – 
airtimes: 4:44pm; 6:33am, 8:33am
________________________________________________________________CR/HS_

4. Jim McLean of the KHI News Service reported on the thousands of Medicaid 
applications stalled in a backlog at the Kansas Eligibility Enforcement System. KEES 
was launched five years ago, and is now behind schedule and tens of millions of dollars 
over budget. It’s also left thousands of poor, disabled and elderly Kansans without health 
care. 
(JM-KEES.wav) – aired 04-12-16 – ME/R; ATC/R – length: 3:47 – airtimes: 8:54 am, 
3:35:30pm
___________________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO

5. KPR’s J. Schafer talked with Ron Barrett-Gonzalez, a KU professor of aerospace 
engineering. Some of Barrett-Gonzalez’s students competed in a design contest for the 
next international space station. The “Spacehawks” will find out in June whether their 
design has won 1st, 2nd or 3rd in this international competition. 
(SPACEHAWK-2.wav) – aired 04-13-16 – ME/R; ATC/R – length: 4:23 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
____________________________________________________________KU/ED/ENV



6. Sean Sandefur, a reporter with radio station KMUW in Wichita, spoke with outgoing 
U.S. Attorney for Kansas Barry Grissom. Grissom announced his intention to step down 
from that position. Grissom will join a large law firm with offices in Kansas City, and 
says he’s considering a run for public office. 
(BG-FEAT2.wav) – aired 04-14-16 – ATC/R – length: 3:24 – airtime: 3:20pm
________________________________________________________________CR/POL

7. KPR’s J. Schafer and Stephen Koranda spoke with Jim McLean of the KHI News 
Service about a potential showdown in the Kansas Statehouse over the issue of school 
funding. The Kansas Supreme Court ordered state lawmakers to come up with a new 
school finance plan. They did that, but the high court has yet to review the plan and the 
lawmakers are set to leave town before the court hands down its decision. 
(IS2016-C.wav) – aired 04-18-16 – ME/R – length: 4:15 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
___________________________________________________________ED/POL/ECO 

8. Jim McLean of the KHI News Service reported on how a group of university 
economists and state officials attended a closed-door meeting to come up with a more 
accurate estimate of how much tax revenue the state of Kansas expects to collect over the 
next year. It’s a process that’s been used in Kansas since the late 1970s for budgeting 
purposes, but recently, the practice has become controversial. 
(JM-REV-FEAT.wav) – aired 04-20-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 3:41 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________ECO/POL/ED

9. Estimates for Kansas tax collections were revised sharply downward in April. The 
state’s projected revenue dropped by a quarter-billion dollars for the next year and a half. 
That will leave the state with a very large budget deficit. Governor Brownback is already 
proposing plans for eliminating the shortfall. KPR’s Stephen Koranda explained why the 
state didn’t meet the estimates, and why further cutting the state budget will be so 
difficult. 
(SK-REVFEAT-21.wav) – aired 04-21-16 – ME/R & ATC/R – length: 3:06 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
________________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED/KU

10. Jim McLean reported on the kickoff of the second half of the Kansas Legislature’s 
annual session. The state’s budget problems are the first priority. Lawmakers are looking 
for ways to erase a $290 million deficit. One of the possible solutions is shutting down a 
controversial tax exemption for the owners of small businesses…but supporters of that 
plan are having trouble lining up the votes they’ll need to make it happen.
(JM-BIZTAX.wav) – aired 04-17-16 – ME/R & ATC/R – length: 3:48 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED 



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR MAY 2016

1. KPR’s Stephen Koranda reported on the Kansas state budget, which had been the 
source of much legislative wrangling. The budget finally was approved by the legislature 
in the very early hours of May 2. 
(SK-BUDGET-4-2.wav) — aired 05-02-16 – ME/R -- length 3:50 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________ECO/ED/POL/HE 

2. KPR’s Laura Lorson spoke with Christie Scanlin Dobson and Shine Adams about their 
efforts in starting a program to help people recently released from prison find jobs. The 
program involves woodworking, mental health services, and housing assistance. So far, 
the program is working well and there are hopes it can be expanded to aid even more 
people who have a hard time finding and keeping employment. 
(SUNCEDAR.wav) – aired 05-03-16 – ME/R; ATC/R – length: 5:20 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am, 4:36pm
___________________________________________________________ECO/CR/ECO

3.  Bryan Thompson reported on the resurrection of a southwest Kansas hospital. The 
hospital signed a management contract with an Oklahoma company, and it’s hoped that 
the savings accrued through off-site management will allow the hospital to stay open in 
an area of Kansas that has been hit hard by hospital closures. 
(BT-HAMHOS.wav) – aired 05-06-16 – ME/R – length: 4:12 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
________________________________________________________________HE/ECO

4. KPR’s Stephen Koranda spoke with news director J. Schafer about arguments at the 
Kansas Supreme Court in the so-called Gannon Equity Case. What’s at issue is whether 
Kansas lawmakers have done enough to make education funding more equitable among 
the nearly 300 school districts in the state. 
(SCOKAN-16.wav) – aired 05-10-16 – ATC/R – length: 3:47 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 
5:44pm
___________________________________________________________POL/ED/ECO

5. Sports reporter Greg Echlin visited the University of Kansas Booth Family Hall of 
Athletics at Allen Fieldhouse, where the 13 original rules of basketball…handwritten by 
the game’s inventor, Dr. James Naismith…are on display. The document is permanently 
housed at the Hall, and its journey from Dr. Naismith’s desk to Allen Fieldhouse was 
something of a modern odyssey. 
(GE-NAISMITH.wav) – aired 05-17-16 – ME/R – length: 4:22 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
__________________________________________________________________KU/SP 



6. Reporter Sam Zeff of KCUR Radio explained how some of the highest-paid state 
employees in Kansas…basketball and football coaches at the state universities…are 
managing to avoid paying state income tax. It has to do with a massive tax cut 
championed by the Brownback administration, and the owners of business organizations 
known as limited liability companies. 
(COACHLLC.wav) – aired 05-18-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 5:25 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
________________________________________________________ECO/POL/KU/SP

7. Jim McLean of the KHI News Service reported on how the state’s budget troubles 
have influenced voter opinion around the state. Despite Governor Sam Brownback’s tax 
cuts, the state has not seen the kind of revenue growth that Brownback’s experts 
predicted. That means Brownback has been forced to cut millions of dollars in spending 
to balance the state budget. Voters aren’t happy about that…but Brownback’s term-
limited, and not on the ballot this year. McLean investigated whether lawmakers who 
supported the governor’s policies are feeling the heat from their constituents. 
(JM-HOWISIT.wav) – aired 05-19-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:07 – airtimes: 
6:45, 7:45, 8:45am; 4:44pm
________________________________________________________POL/ECO/HE/ED

8. KPR’s Laura Lorson spoke with Norm Conard and Megan Felt of the newly-opened 
Milken Center for Unsung Heroes in Fort Scott, Kansas. The museum and research center 
opened as a result of the research done by two Kansas high school students for a National 
History Day project. The organization is dedicated to telling the story and preserving the 
memory of people who have done extraordinary things in the service of others. 
(UNSUNG-2.wav) – aired 05-20-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:09 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________HI/ED/RE/RR

9. Health reporter Bryan Thompson had the results of a national survey on perceptions of 
health care around the nation. Kansas was one of seven states singled out for a closer 
look. The study was commissioned by National Public Radio, Harvard University, and 
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. It turns out that a disproportionately large number 
of Kansans are concerned about the cost of health care. 
(BT-HCCOSTS.wav) – aired 05-23-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:19 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44 pm
__________________________________________________________HE/ECO/POL_

10. KCUR’s Sam Zeff reported on the contentious election looming in Kansas over the 
retention of state Supreme Court justices. This year marks the first time ever that there 
will be a coordinated effort to oust justices on the state’s highest court. 
(ZEFF-RENTENT.wav) – aired 05-25-16 – ME/R, ATC/R – length: 3:43 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
________________________________________________________________POL/ED
 



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR JUNE 2016

1. KPR’s J. Schafer interviewed the director of the new film “Dawn of Day,” which is a 
documentary about the activities of the Underground Railroad in Wabaunsee County, 
Kansas. Director Rusty Earl and actor Kris Bailey talked about their research into the 
time period and the challenges they faced getting the film produced. 
(JS-DOD4.wav) – aired 06-01-16 – ME/R – length: 4:05 – airtimes:  6:45am, 8:45am, 
4:44pm
__________________________________________________________HI/KS/AR____

2. KPR’s Laura Lorson spoke with comedian, entrepreneur and activist Barry Crimmins 
about his appearance in Lawrence. Crimmins came to town to record a comedy special at 
the Lawrence Arts Center. Crimmins talked about the projects that inspire him and his 
comedy and the issues that drove him into activism.  They also talked about the comedy 
special, which was directed by Louis CK and will be distributed online.
(CRIMMINS.wav) – aired 06-03-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:40 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
________________________________________________________________AR/POL

3. Sports reporter Greg Echlin reported on the Dirty Kanza bicycle race, an event that 
draws thousands of participants and onlookers to the city of Emporia and to the Flint 
Hills.  The event is very popular with bicyclists who prefer more challenging and off-
road events. 
(GE-KANZA FEAT.wav) – aired 06-06-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:19 – 
airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
__________________________________________________________SP/ECO/ENV_

4. KCUR’s Elle Moxley reported on a surprising development in Kansas politics. For the 
first time in more than 30 years, a Democrat is running in every Kansas Senate district. 
Despite that influx of Democratic candidates that would presumably appeal to 
Democratic voters, not all liberal-leaning Kansans are flocking to the party. In fact, in 
Reno County, a number of Democrats changed their party affiliation so they could vote in 
the Republican primary. 
(SWITCHERS.wav) – aired 06-07-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length 3:48 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________POL/AG/ECO

5. Bryan Thompson reported on concerns over the decreasing storage capacity of 14 
federal reservoirs in Kansas. Topsoil from waterways and farms has been washing into 
the reservoirs, making dredging projects a necessity. 
(BT-DREDGE.wav) – aired 06-08-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:06 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 3:30pm
___________________________________________________________AG/ECO/ENV



6. KPR’s Kaye McIntyre and Stephen Koranda talked with Peter Hancock of the 
Lawrence Journal-World newspaper and Bryan Lowry of the Wichita Eagle about the 
efforts at the Kansas Legislature to resolve the problems with the state’s school finance 
formula. The Kansas Supreme Court issued an ultimatum to the legislators, saying that it 
would close the state’s public schools on July 1 if no constitutionally-acceptable  plan has 
been reached. 
(KM-KSLEG.wav) – aired 06-09-16 – ATC/R – length: 3:38 – airtimes: 5:44pm 
___________________________________________________________POL/ED/ECO

7. Health reporter Jim McLean explained the reasoning behind a proposal that some state 
officials are hoping will be adopted by the Kansas Medicaid program. It’s called step 
therapy, and basically requires patients to try less-expensive treatments before moving on 
to newer, more expensive drugs. Patient advocates are concerned about the ramifications 
of such a program. 
(JM-STEP.wav) – aired 06-13-16 – ME/R – length: 3:59 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
___________________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO

8. KPR’s Stephen Koranda reported on the ongoing court case involving thousands of 
Kansas voters whose registrations were suspended by Secretary of State Kris Kobach, 
who has pushed aggressively for more stringent voter registration rules. Neither Kobach 
nor the voters' rights groups that filed suit against the state seem to be willing to back 
down. 
(SK-VOTERS.wav) – aired 06-15-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 3:47 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 3:44pm. 5:44pm
__________________________________________________________POL/HI/RR/ED

9. Bryan Thompson reported on some of the approaches a hospital in southwest Kansas 
has been trying to stay solvent, as the communities it serves suffer through tough 
economic conditions and many residents of the area are moving away.  One of the new 
tactics is explicitly courting patients from within a 90-mile radius of the facility. 
(BT-KEARNY.wav) – aired 06-16-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:14 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
________________________________________________________________HE/ECO

10. KPR News Director J. Schafer, Statehouse Reporter Stephen Koranda, and KHI News 
Service reporter Jim McLean discussed some of the action at the Kansas Legislature as 
state lawmakers re-convened to work on an education funding plan to keep state public 
schools open. 
(SS-UPDATE1.wav) – aired 06-24-16 –ATC/R – length: 4:00 – airtimes: 5:44pm
___________________________________________________________POL/ED/ECO


