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TOPIC CODE

AG – Agriculture

AR – Arts & Entertainment 

CR – Crime 

ECO – Economy & Business 

ED – Education 

ENV – Environment

HE –   Health

HI -- History 

HS – Human Sexuality 

KU – University of Kansas-related story 

MI – Military-related story 

POL – Kansas Government & Politics

RE – Religion

RR – Race Relations 

SP – Sports 

WX – Weather-related story
FORMAT CODE 

R – Report 
C – Commentary 

PROGRAM CODE



ME –  Morning Edition  
ATC –  All Things Considered 
WE --  Weekend Edition



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR JANUARY 2016

1. While billions of dollars have been poured into research into soybeans and corn in 
recent years, research into new strains of wheat has been lacking.  Harvest Public 
Media’s Grant Gerlock reported on how the wheat industry has been struggling to keep 
up with the cutting-edge technologies being applied to other food crops. 
(HPM-WHEAT2.wav) – aired 01-01-16 – ME/R – length: 3:56 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________AG/ECO/ENV 

2. Jim McLean of the Kansas Health Institute News Service reported on a restaurant in 
Lawrence, KS that its owner claims owes its existence to the Affordable Care Act. The 
proprietor of the Ladybird Diner says the ACA’s provisions made it possible for her to 
attract top-notch cooks and servers because it made health care more affordable, and took 
the onus for offering it off her back. 
(JM-LADYBIRD.wav) – aired 01-04-16 – ME/R – length: 3:30 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
______________________________________________________HE/ECO/POL/ED__

3.  KPR’s Stephen Koranda reported on the beginning of the 2016 Kansas legislative 
session. Because Kansas now adopts a two-year budget, less of this year is expected to be 
spent wrangling over budget issues and more time spent on social and policy issues.  
However, that might not turn out to be the case in the contentious and partisan statehouse 
atmosphere.  
(SK-PRE16.wav) – aired 01-07-16 – ATC/R – length: 2:43 – airtimes: 4:44pm, 5:44pm
________________________________________________________ECO/POL/ED/HE

4. KPR aired the 2016 State of the State address given by Sam Brownback to a joint 
session of the Kansas Legislature.  The Democratic response was also aired following 
Governor Brownback’s event. The hosts were J. Schafer and Kaye McIntyre. 
(SOS-2016.wav) – aired 01-12-16 – special – 59:00 – airtimes: 5:30pm-7 pm
________________________________________________ED/POL/ECO/HE/AG/KU

5. KPR Statehouse Reporter Stephen Koranda prepared an overview of the 2016 Kansas 
State of the State Address. Brownback criticized President Obama and discussed high-
profile state issues such as education spending. 
(SK-SOS FEAT.wav) – aired 01-13-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 3:39 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
________________________________________________________HE/ED/ECO/POL

6. Carla Eckels of KMUW in Wichita produced a feature in which storyteller Tasleem 
Muqtasid read an excerpt of the story “Daddy,” written by Yolanda King. King is the 
daughter of slain civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The story touched on 
King’s memories of her father. 
(KMUW-MLK-DADDY.wav) – aired 01-18-16 – ME/R (feature) – length: 5:55 – 
airtimes: 6:43 am, 8:35am
__________________________________________________________HI/RR/ED/POL



7. KPR’s Tom Parkinson reported on the career of a band called the Texas Rangers. 
Lawrence, Kansas-based author Ryan Ellet wrote a book about the western music band’s 
career during the “Golden Age” of American radio broadcasting. The group starred in its 
own radio show and appeared in many cowboy films…but before any of that happened, it 
was a struggling band of staff musicians in Kansas City. 
(RANGERS-ME EDIT.wav) – aired 01-25-16 – ME/R and ATC/R – length: 4:30 – 
airtimes: 6:45am, 8:33am, 4:44pm
________________________________________________________________AR/HI__

8. Heartland Health Monitor’s Bryan Thompson reported on a north-central Kansas 
community that’s been hit hard by Alzheimer’s Disease. Though there are no permanent 
cures and no treatments to slow the disease’s progress, one thing that has seemed to 
provide relief for its sufferers is music therapy. 
(BT-MUSIC.wav) – aired 01-28-16 -- -- ME/R and ATC/R – length: 3:44 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
________________________________________________________HE/ECO/POL/AR 

9. Commentator Rex Buchanan discussed his experiences with the Kansas Geological 
Survey examining water wells in southwest Kansas. 
(RB-MEASR2.wav) – aired 01-22-16 – ME/C and ATC/C – length: 3:19 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________ENV/ECO/AG

10. University of Kansas political science professor Burdett Loomis discussed the 
evolving water crisis in Flint, Michigan, and how it is indicative of broader problems 
throughout the nation. He talked about how the incident could provide lessons for the 
elected leaders in Kansas. 
(BL-FLINT3.wav) – aired 01-27-16 – ME/C and ATC/C – length: 3:56 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
________________________________________________________ENV/HE/POL/HI



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR FEBRUARY 2016

1. KMUW’s Abigail Wilson reported on indications that the sales tax on food in Kansas 
is driving border-area shoppers across state lines for their grocery purchases. Kansas is 
one of only 14 states that taxes groceries. 
(KMUW-FOODTAX.wav) – aired 02-04-16 – ME/R – length: 5:02 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/AG

2. Sam Zeff of NPR member station KCUR reported on the growing legislative tension 
over the future of education in Kansas. Teachers have felt personally and professionally 
under attack from conservative lawmakers, and observers say that the mood in the Kansas 
Legislature this year seems to be even more bitter than in 2015. 
(ZEFF-ED BILL.wav) – aired 02-05-16 – ME/R – length: 3:44 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________POL/ED/KU/ECO

3. Jim McLean of the KHI News Service spoke with Kansas Lieutenant Governor Jeff 
Colyer about the work of the state’s Rural Health Task Force. Supporters of Medicaid 
expansion say the group isn’t actually interested in providing answers to problems faced 
by rural hospitals and rural patients. Instead, there’s a belief that the group is simply there 
to provide political cover for legislators who have no intention of changing the status 
quo. Colyer disagrees, saying the group is serious about helping rural health care 
providers overcome their most challenging problems. 
(JM-COLYER2.wav) – aired 02-10-16 – ME/R – length: 4:03 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
___________________________________________________________HE/POL/ECO

4. KPR’s Stephen Koranda reported on the dispute between the University of Kansas and 
the Kansas Legislature over how KU obtained financing for a new capital improvement 
project. KU says it engaged in creative thinking about how to get the best deal on a bond 
issue by securing the funding out of state; legislators see the move as an end run around 
their capital outlay authority. 
(SK-KUBOND11.wav) – aired 02-11-16 – ME/R – length: 4:06 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________KU/ED/POL/ECO

5. KPR’s Tom Parkinson spoke with musician Kelley Hunt, who performed at a benefit 
concert for a Lawrence-area food bank. Hunt’s band is renowned for its blues music and 
popular live shows, and the concert was designed to raise both money and awareness of 
hunger issues in and around Douglas County. 
(TP-JFBEN3.wav) – aired 02-12-16 – ME/R & ATC/R – length: 4:22 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am, 4:44pm
____________________________________________________________ECO/HE/AR



6. Bryan Thompson of the Heartland Health Monitor reported on evidence that Kansas is 
lagging behind other states in reducing racial and ethnic inequalities in health insurance 
coverage.  Much of the disparity seems to stem from the state’s refusal to expand 
Medicaid as part of the federal Affordable Care Act, also known as Obamacare.
(BT-DISPARITY.wav) – aired 02-15-16 – ME/R & ATC/R – length: 3:38 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44 pm
________________________________________________________HE/RR/ECO/POL

7. KPR’s Laura Lorson spoke with author and activist Kevin Powell about his latest book 
and his planned speech at the University of Kansas. He came to KU as part of the 
campuswide Black History Month celebration. Powell has long been active in addressing 
issues of social justice, and discussed his take on the current wave of Black activism 
sweeping the nation. 
(KPOWELL.wav) – aired 02-17-16 – ATC/R – length: 4:24 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 4:44pm
__________________________________________________________POL/RR/HI/AR

8. KPR’s Laura Lorson spoke with Bill Shaffer, one of the organizers of the Kansas 
Silent Film Festival. Silent film enthusiasts from all around the region came to Washburn 
University to see some of Hollywood’s great films from the silent era performed with live 
musical accompaniment. 
(KSFF2016.wav) – aired 02-19-16 – ME/R – length: 4:24 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
________________________________________________________________AR/HI__

9. Jim McLean of the KHI News Service reported on Kansas Governor Sam 
Brownback’s plan to lure the American Royal livestock, horse and barbeque event from 
Kansas City, Missouri to Kansas City, Kansas. One state senator, Jim Denning, said the 
Legislature was completely unaware of the plan. Denning raised questions about the 
wisdom of the plan…which includes the use of so-called STAR Bonds…in the face of 
the state’s ongoing budget problems. 
(JM-STARBOND.wav) – aired 02-22-16 – ME/R & ATC/R – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am, 
4:44pm
____________________________________________________________POL/ECO/SP

10. KMUW’s Sean Sandefur reported on the internal mechanics and overall operations of 
the upcoming Kansas party caucuses. Many voters haven’t experienced a caucus, and the 
prospect can be intimidating. Sandefur explained how the process works and how to get 
involved. 
(KMUW-CAUCUS.wav) – aired 02-23-16 – ME/R & ATC/R – airtimes: 5:51am, 
7:35am, 4:44pm
_______________________________________________________________POL/HI_



KANU NEWS SUMMARY FOR MARCH 2016

1. KPR’s J. Schafer and Stephen Koranda spoke with Jim McLean of the KHI News 
Service about Kansas legislative news. The state of Kansas collected $54 million less in 
tax revenue than expected for the month of February, compounding the state’s budget 
problems. Governor Sam Brownback ordered an immediate 3 percent budget cut to the 
state’s universities to offset the shortfall. However, even that cut doesn’t quite fill the 
state’s budget hole. In addition, the three reporters talked about the Kansas Supreme 
Court’s order to the legislature regarding the distribution of state education funding. 
(IS2016-A.wav) – aired 03-03-16 – ME/R – length: 4:31 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
___________________________________________________________ECO/POL/ED

2. KPR’s Tom Parkinson spoke with Stephen Wade, who brought his storytelling and 
musical performance to the town of Wilson, Kansas. The show is based on Wade’s book 
“The Beautiful Music All Around Us: Field Recordings and the American Experience.”
(03-03 AM. MUSIC.wav) – aired 03-03-16 – ME and ATC/R – length: 5:33 – airtimes: 
6:43am, 8:43am, 4:44pm
______________________________________________________________AR/HI/ED

3. KPR’s Stephen Koranda reported on the mechanics of the Kansas caucus voting 
process. The Democrats and Republicans held caucuses to determine the proportion of 
political party convention delegates to be designated for each candidate.  The mechanics 
of a caucus are different than those of a primary election, though, and Koranda provided 
a preview of what to expect at the gatherings. 
(CAUCUS feat.wav) – aired 03-04-16 – ME and ATC/R – length:  3:45 – airtimes: 
6:45am, 8:45am, 4:44pm
_____________________________________________________________HI/ED/POL

4. KPR’s J. Schafer spoke with an historian and the director of the University Press of 
Kansas about an academic conference on Midwestern Studies. There has been a lot of 
discussion about whether to revive programs in Midwestern Studies under the aegis of 
American Studies at KU and other universities.
(JS-MDWST.wav) – aired 03-04-16 -- ME & ATC/R – length: 4:15 – airtimes: 6:36am, 
8:36am, 4:44pm
______________________________________________________________ED/HI/KU 

5. Jim McLean of the KHI News Service reported on the continuing struggles of the 
Kansas Legislature with regards to the state budget. Like last year, legislators are 
struggling to balance the state budget because of a precipitous decline in tax revenue. 
Unlike last year, 2016’s legislators are seemingly not willing to raise taxes to offset the 
shortfall. 
(JM-BUDGET-7.wav) – aired 03-07-16 – ATC/R – length: 3:15 – airtimes: 4:44pm
___________________________________________________________POL/ECO/ED 



6. KPR news intern Kristin Selby reported on an Overland Park coffee shop that’s 
practicing sustainable trade and business practices. The owner of the shop, called 
“Revocup,” says his business plan involves serving his fellow immigrants from Africa 
here in the United States, and helping local farmers back in his homeland, Ethiopia. 
(KS-REVO.wav) – aired 03-09-16 – ME/R – length: 4:09 – airtimes: 6:45am, 8:45am
_________________________________________________________ECO/RE/RR/AG

7.  Jim McLean of the KHI News Service reported on a proposed change to the state of 
Kansas’s licensing laws for medical providers. Certified nurse midwives are hoping they 
will be able to expand their practices and offer more services to more women. The push 
for change is coming at a good time, as the state is facing a shortage of doctors, 
particularly in rural areas. 
(JM-MIDWIVES.wav) – aired 03-11-16 – ME/R – length: 3:56 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am
________________________________________________________________HE/ECO

8. Bryan Thompson of the Heartland Health Monitor reporting consortium examined the 
ongoing debate over the benefit of so-called “sheltered workshops” for people with 
developmental disabilities. These workshops were designed to provide work for the 
developmentally disabled in a setting protected from competition in the marketplace. But 
some critics of the workshops say the system often exploits workers as a source of low-
wage labor.  Supporters of the program say the jobs provide self-esteem and self-
sufficiency. 
(BT-WRKSHP.wav) – aired 03-15-16 – ME & ATC/R – length: 4:10 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am. 4:44pm
____________________________________________________________ED/ECO/HE

9. Sports reporter Greg Echlin provided an overview of the career of Bob Davis, the long-
time play-by-play radio announcer for the Kansas Jayhawks. Davis is retiring at the end 
of the Jayhawks men’s basketball season, after 32 years as the broadcasting voice of the 
team. 
(GE-DAVIS.wav) – aired 03-17-16 – ME & ATC/R – length: 4:42 – airtimes: 6:45am, 
8:45am, 4:44pm
_______________________________________________________________HI/KU/SP

10. KPR news director J. Schafer and KPR statehouse reporter Stephen Koranda 
discussed the latest legislative plan for funding public schools. The Legislature has been 
ordered by the Kansas Supreme Court to distribute the education funding more equitably 
amongst the state’s school districts. This is, naturally, causing some controversy. 
(IS2016-B.wav) – aired 03-21-16 – ATC/R – length: 4:17 – airtimes: 3:44pm, 5:44pm 
___________________________________________________________ECO/POL/ED

 


