
 

 
NEWSCHANNEL 13 – Programs & Issues – 4Q ‘08 
 
Based on market research, the following list represents the general issues and 
challenges important to the communities we serve. 

- Crime & Punishment 
- Safety 
- Traffic & Growth 
- Severe Weather 
- Education 
- Political 
- Healthcare & Affordability 
- Jobs & Economy 
- Military 
- Arts & Culture 

 
More specifically, there were several stories we covered in depth that had a big impact 
on our communities this quarter. 

- Branch Inn Explosion:  A popular bar in downtown Pueblo explodes after a 
natural gas leak.  NEWSCHANNEL 13 sent a number of crews and did 
extensive breaking news coverage.  Our coverage helped warn viewers of the 
dangers and closures in the area, as well as kept tabs on the injured and 
dead.  (Safety) 

- Continental Flight 1404 Crash:  A flight taking off from Denver to Houston 
veered off the runway and crashed into a ditch.  The plane caught on fire and 
passengers had to use the emergency exits to escape.  The NTSB is still 
investigating the accident.  It happened during the busy holiday travel time.  
Our coverage helped provide people flying out of DIA and those waiting for 
loved ones who were flying in with information regarding their travel.  (Safety) 

- Deborah Nicholls’ Trial:  A woman accused of setting fire to her home, killing 
her three children is convicted of murder and sentenced to life in prison.  This 
is a case NEWSCHANNEL 13 has been following since the crime happened 
back in March 2003.  Our crews have covered every aspect of the case 
through the years, including the conviction of Timothy Nicholls.  This trial 
wraps up the case.  (Crime & Punishment) 

- November 2008 Election:  The November election not only brought about a 
historic change with the election of our first African-American President, but it 
also had a big impact on our communities’ economies.  Our coverage gave 
viewers in-depth information into each issue and amendment to help them 
make informed voting decisions.  (Political) 



- Heroin in High School:  Parents at one Colorado Springs high school 
informed us of an investigation into students using black tar heroin.  Colorado 
Springs police got involved and found there were dozens of students who 
admitted taking the drug.  Further investigation determined the current 
students were just using the heroin and not in possession of it or selling it.  
Several adults and former students were arrested for selling the heroin.  
(Crime & Punishment & Safety) 

 
More detailed information is available in electronic format to any member of the public 
upon request. To view the public file on TV Program & Issues, please contact Michael 
Sipes (phone: 719-575-6361 / email: m.sipes@krdo.com) or Tim Larson (phone: 719-
575-6201 / email: t.larson@krdo.com). 


