
 

 
NEWSCHANNEL 13 – Programs & Issues – 3Q ‘08 
 
Based on market research, the following list represents the general issues and 
challenges important to the communities we serve. 

- Crime & Punishment 
- Safety 
- Traffic & Growth 
- Severe Weather 
- Education 
- Political 
- Healthcare & Affordability 
- Jobs & Economy 
- Military 
- Arts & Culture 

 
More specifically, there were several stories we covered in depth that had a big impact 
on our communities this quarter. 

- DNC/RNC:  The Democratic National Convention was held in Denver this 
year – the first time in 100 years.  NEWSCHANNEL 13 sent a number of 
crews for live hits in every newscast covering the convention and the 
delegates.  Crews also went to St. Paul, MN for the Republican National 
Convention for live hits in most newscasts.  The coverage gave viewers a 
first-hand look at the democratic process.  (Political) 

- City & County Budget Crises:  The struggling economy is having a big impact 
on local city and county budgets.  The result is upcoming layoffs, fewer 
deputies on the streets and a push for votes for a 1-cent sales tax increase.  
This is an ongoing story.  (Jobs & Economy) 

- Hurricane Help:  2 recent hurricanes, Gustav and Ike, hit the gulf coast.  
NEWSCHANNEL 13 covered not only the stories of the hurricanes hitting, but 
also how the hurricanes impacted people locally.  NEWSCHANNEL 13 also 
partnered with the Pikes Peak Chapter of the American Red Cross to raise 
money for people in the hurricane regions.  (Safety, Severe Weather & Jobs 
& Economy) 

- DA Investigation:  The El Paso County District Attorney, John Newsome, was 
investigated this quarter for several complaints, including drinking on the job, 
spending taxpayer money on football tickets and giving wrongful bonuses.  
Newsome was running uncontested in the primary election, but the 
investigation led to competition and ultimately voters chose to let Newsome 
go.  (Political) 



- Crime Wave:  Both Colorado Springs and Pueblo have seen a number of 
crimes recently.  There have been several murders in the areas, as well as 
robberies and assaults.  NEWSCHANNEL 13 has been looking into why this 
is happening and whether people need to worry.  (Crime & Punishment & 
Safety) 

 
More detailed information is available in electronic format to any member of the public 
upon request. To view the public file on TV Program & Issues, please contact Michael 
Sipes (phone: 719-575-6361 / email: m.sipes@krdo.com) or Tim Larson (phone: 719-
575-6201 / email: t.larson@krdo.com). 


