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The Ford Century in MN
For the week of January 1, 2016
From a St. Cloud bicycle shop that signed a contract to sell a “Fordmobile” in 1903, to the millions of Ford vehicles 
manufactured in Minnesota, and, to the closing of the Twin Cities Assembly Plant in 2011—author Brian McMahon discusses his 
new book “The Ford Century in Minnesota.”

Guest: Brian McMahon, author
•  Part 1 – 13:45
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Part 1 Henry Ford had a special interest developing Ford’s Highland Park plant. Situated on the High Dam 
on the Mississippi River, Ford was able to use the resources of the site like silica for glass and 
hydroelectric power for navigation.

•  Part 2 – 12:50
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Part 2 Globalization and automation contributed to the downfall of car manufacturing and though a 
rebound was seen in Detroit, the Twin Cities Assembly Plant closed in 2011.

4 January 2017
The Road Ahead for the College of Liberal Arts
For the week of January 8, 2017
A conversation on the future of the University of Minnesota’s College of Liberal Arts recorded live at Coffman Memorial Union 
Theater in October, 2016.

Guests: Ascan Koerner, Professor of Communications Studies at the University of Minnesota and Director of Career Pathways 
Initiative; Judy Anderson, VP at Emerging Advantage and Coordinator of the Career Pathways Initiative; John Coleman, Dean of 
the College of Liberal Arts at the University of Minnesota
•  Part 1 – 14:14
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Part 1 Professor Ascan Koerner and Judy Anderson discuss the Career Pathways Initiative. While both 
believe a liberal arts degree provides students with many valuable skills—“We’re not trying to train for 
the first job” says Koerner, “we’re trying for the third or fourth job, or the career, really”—the college 
needs to better connect students to career options and employment opportunities.

•  Part 2 – 12:20
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Part 2 “The knowledge and the skills created by the liberal arts are really at the foundation of prosperous, 
equitable, democratic societies,” says Dean John Coleman. By placing empathy at the core of the 
curriculum, the liberal arts prepares students to see the world through other people’s eyes. “It doesn’t 
mean they have to agree, but it does mean that you at least have an ability to understand how is it 
someone could be thinking what they’re thinking.”

11 January 2017
The Proliferation of Fake News
For the week of January 15, 2017
Why did fake news spread so easily on social media this election cycle? Former journalist and University of Minnesota professor 
Chris Ison discusses ethics and the importance of truth in news reporting.

Guest: Chris Ison, Professor of Journalism and Mass Communication at the University of Minnesota
•  Part 1 – 13:32
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Part 1 Fake news can be traced back to the penny press era of news in the early-to-mid 19th century; but, 
the political impact of fake news on the recent election has brought new concern to this old issue.

•  Part 2 – 13:03
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Part 2 Facebook and Google have taken steps to flag fake news, but in the year of “post-truth”—the 
Oxford Dictionary’s word of the year—there is concern that facts are less important to many readers.

18 January 2017
Mapping Smallholder Farms
For the week of January 22, 2017
A new study from the University of Minnesota’s Institute on the Environment maps average farm sizes across the globe and 
highlights the contribution smallholder farms make to global food production.

Guest: Leah Samberg, postdoctoral research associate with the Institute on the Environment’s Global Landscapes Initiative at the 
University of Minnesota
•  Part 1 – 13:03
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Part 1 Combining agriculture data with household data, Samberg’s map identifies the regions in the world 
that most depend on small farms—agricultural land that is fewer than five hectares.

•  Part 2 – 13:29
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Part 2 Samberg says her smallholder farm study is the first to map “agriculture that thinks about the 
people on the ground.” She hopes the data generated from the map helps to better understand the needs of 
farmers around the world and provides insight on issues of health, poverty and nutrition.

More information on Leah Samberg’s research on smallholder farm distribution can be found at IOP Science’s Environmental 
Research Letters

26 January 2017
Bridging the School-Community Divide
For the week of January 29, 2017
Students at Gordon Parks High School are connecting to the Midway community by producing oral history projects.

Guest: Catherine Squires is Professor of Communication Studies and the Director of Race, Indigeneity, Gender & Sexuality 
Studies Initiative at the University of Minnesota
•  Part 1 – 14:20
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Part 1 Gordon Parks, best known for his photography (he has photographs in the Smithsonian), was also a 
filmmaker, biographer and novelists. The school, named after Parks, encourages students to continue his 
legacy by using creativity and community to overcome life’s obstacles. In partnership with the Minnesota 
Historical Society, students documented stories of residents and business owners affected by the Light 
Rail project; and currently, students are digitally preserving and labeling the archives from Hallie Q. 
Brown Community Center in St. Paul.

You can find the student oral history projects on the impact of the Greenline at: legacy.mnhs.org/transitions/
•  Part 2 – 12:15
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Part 2 The community projects help students contextualize history as well as learn to compose and curate 
historical narratives. Squires thinks more school districts could engage students in neighborhood history 
projects: “All of our communities have what you might call ‘hidden figures,’” she says, adding that in 
Minnesota “our story is so diverse and sometimes we don’t tell it in its fullest fruition.”

Professor Squires will be one of the College of Liberal Arts faculty members featured at A Brighter U. The event takes place 
Saturday, February 18 from 11:30 am – 5:00 pm at the McNamara Alumni Center. More information on the event can be found 
at: cla.umn.edu/news-events/news/join-us-brighter-u-2017

1 February 2017
Early Perceptions of Speech and Sound
For the week of February 5, 2017
How children perceive sounds and eventually produce speech has a profound effect on language acquisition and social 
communication later in life.

Guest: Benjamin Munson is a professor in the Department of Speech-Language-Hearing Sciences at the University of Minnesota
•  Part 1 – 14:08
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Part 1 From hearing their mother’s voice in the womb, children continue to prefer her voice, as well as the 
language she spoke. Munson looks at these early childhood preferences for voices and how these 
preferences shape early notions of gender and sexuality that influence speech into adulthood.

•  Part 2 – 12:28
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Part 2 When should parents and caregivers worry about their children’s phonological development? 
Munson says though the age of a child’s first word is variable (from 10-14 months), by 15 months parents 
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should look for a referral and by 18 month, if the child has not yet said his or her first word, it is definitely 
time for a speech-language evaluation.

Professor Munson is one of the College of Liberal Arts faculty members speaking at A Brighter U. The event takes place 
Saturday, February 18 from 11:30 am – 5:00 pm at the McNamara Alumni Center. More information on the event can be found 
at: cla.umn.edu/news-events/news/join-us-brighter-u-2017

9 February 2017
Abuse Prevention for Vulnerable Adults
For the week of February 12, 2017
From physical harm to financial exploitation, many older Minnesotans in need of care are exposed to abuse. This week, a look at 
the risk factors, how to spot abuse and how Minnesota is working to prevent abuse in vulnerable adults.

Guests: Kari Benson, Director of the Aging and Adult Services Division of the Minnesota Department of Human Services and 
Executive Director of Minnesota Board on Again; Alex Bartolic, Minnesota Department of Human Services Disability Services 
Division; Mary Dierich, Clinical Associate Professor at the University of Minnesota’s School of Nursing
•  Part 1 – 13:19
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Part 1 The Minnesota Adult Abuse Reporting Center, started in July of 2015, responds to suspected cases 
of maltreatment of a vulnerable adults. Last year, the center received approximately 50,000 cases of 
maltreatment. A recent ad campaign hopes to make more Minnesotans aware of the issue and provide 
assistance to those who have been abused.

More information on adult abuse prevention in Minnesota: mn.gov/dhs/adult-protection
To report abuse of a vulnerable adult call the Minnesota Adult Abuse Reporting Center: 844-880-1574
•  Part 2 – 13:15
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Part 2 Up to one in six residents in nursing homes are abused, says nursing school professor, Mary 
Dierich, adding much of abuse is due to inadequate staffing and training. As Minnesota’s baby boomer 
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population ages, the state must address the lack of care facilities and care providers that the growing 
elderly population is expected to need. Dierich discusses how the U of M is training students to specialize 
in care of older adults and how families should address the topic of aging and end-of-life care.

15 February 2017
The Search for a Mono Vaccine
For the week of February 19, 2017
Mono is commonly known as the “kissing disease” and often dismissed as a rite of passage into early adulthood; but the disease, 
caused by the Epstein-Barr Virus, can be much more serious. 280,000 college freshman contract the disease every year and EBV 
has been linked to certain forms of cancer and multiple sclerosis. Why don’t we have a vaccine for such a disease? Dr. Balfour 
discusses the history of EBV and his research into finding a vaccine.

Guest: Dr. Henry Balfour, Jr., Professor of Pediatrics in the Division of Infectious Diseases and Professor of Laboratory 
Medicine and Pathology at the University of Minnesota
•  Part 1 – 12:52
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Part 1 The Epstein-Barr Virus is one of nine herpes viruses that infect humans, and once infected, the 
virus never leaves the body. Dr. Balfour explains how EBV causes mono and why it has been linked to 
other diseases found later in life.

•  Part 2 – 13:43
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Part 2 The pre-clinical work for a vaccine for EBV has just begun at the U of M; Dr. Balfour hopes this 
work will lead to approval from the FDA and that the experimental vaccine will be tested on subjects as 
early as the 2018 school year.

More information on EBV and Dr. Balfour’s research can be found on the U of M’s Department of Laboratory Medicine and 
Pathology website; and more information on how to donate to further EBV research can be found on the U of 
M’s makingagift.umn.edu page.
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23 February 2017
Fast Food Wages and Income Inequality (Rebroadcast from 
2014)
For the week of February 26, 2017
In recent years, a debate has raged over raising the minimum wage. The federal minimum wage of $7.25 has not increased since 
2009. Some states and cities have passed laws establishing a minimum wage above the federal mandate. Minneapolis is holding 
listening sessions for the public to weigh in on a proposal to boost the minimum wage for workers in the city. At the state capitol, 
some lawmakers are supporting legislation that would strike down employment regulations set by municipalities. Advocates for a 
higher minimum wage say it will improve the economy, but opponents believe businesses will scale back their work forces.

Guest: Ken Jacobs, Chair at the UC Berkeley Center for Labor Research and Education and co-author of “Fast Food, Poverty 
Wages.”
•  Part 1 – 14:25
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Part 1 “The combination of low wages, meager benefits and often part-time hours means that many of the 
[fast food workers] have to rely on tax-payer funded safety net programs to make ends meet,” says 
Jacobs. Of the four largest national federal safety net programs (health insurance, earned income tax 
credit, supplemental nutrition assistance program and temporary aid for needy families), the cost of public 
assistance to fast food workers is $7 billion. “When companies pay so low that people can’t survive and 
support their families, that does have a cost for the rest of us.”

•  Part 2 – 12:07
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Part 2 Low wages and reliance on public subsidies goes hand in hand with the growing income inequality 
in the US. “We have an economy that is consumer based and we need to have a strong middle class,” 
Jacobs says on the negative effects income inequality has on the US economy.

1 March 2017
Immigration Policy Under Trump
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For the week of March 5, 2017
On February 9, The United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth District upheld a decision to suspend President Trump’s 
executive order banning travelers from seven predominantly Muslim countries. Despite the court ruling, Trump’s immigration 
policies are already having an effect on noncitizens in the US and more legal challenges to these policies are very likely in the 
coming years. Professor Stephen Meili discusses the legal issues of Trump’s executive order, rights of noncitizens in the US and 
a recent grant from the Robina Foundation that will help the U of M Law School continue work on immigration and human rights 
law.

Guest: Stephen Meili, Clinical Professor in Law at the University of Minnesota and director the Immigration and Human Rights 
Clinic
•  Part 1 – 13:45
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Part 1 The President and congress have broad authority over immigration due to foreign policy and 
national security matters. But Trump’s executive order was overly broad. “While courts are willing to 
give deference to those political branches, the President and the congress, it’s not without limits,” says 
Meili. “That’s what we’re seeing here, in a struggle between the branches, it’s given all of us an 
illustration of what the separation of powers means.”

•  Part 2 – 12:51
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Part 2 How will Trump’s policies affect immigrant communities in the US and in Minnesota? In the long-
run, Meili says the US could no longer be seen as a “beacon of hope” or a viable option in applying for 
asylum. But some immediate effects are already happening: Trump’s policies and increased enforcement 
have created a climate of fear. “Some of those fears may be exaggerated, but, that’s the kind of situation 
that can be created when you have pronouncements like the executive order.”

8 March 2017
The Incarceration of Japanese Americans
For the week of March 12, 2017
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Following Japan’s surprise attack on Pearl Harbor, fear of domestic espionage and sabotage ran high. President Roosevelt 
ordered the removal and detention of 120,000 people of Japanese ancestry, many of whom were U.S. citizens. This week, the 
mass incarceration of Japanese Americans and its context in the current debate on immigration.

Guest: Yuichiro Onishi, Professor in the Department of African American & African Studies and the Program in Asian 
American Studies at the University of Minnesota
•  Part 1 – 13:06
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Part 1 Professor Onishi discusses the 75th anniversary of President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Executive 
Order 9066 and how the order paved the way for the government to incarcerate Japanese Americans.

•  Part 2 – 13:27
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Part 2 “How we remember is very important,” says Onishi, “we have to understand the costs of 
racism…the price that all Americans paid by accepting this political reality of race.” Despite parallels to 
anti-immigrant sentiment in the current political climate, Onishi says he is optimistic that people seem to 
be resisting racism and checks and balances are happening at the judicial level.

15 March 2017
Economic Impacts of Trade and Immigration
For the week of March 19, 2017
A look at the economic consequences of trade and immigration policy, especially as these policies relate to Minnesota.

Guests: Timothy Kehoe, Professor of Economics at the University of Minnesota and advisor for the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Minneapolis; Maura Donovan, Executive Director of the Office of University Economic Development at the University of 
Minnesota
•  Part 1 – 14:09

Audio Player

00:00

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


00:00

Use Up/Down Arrow keys to increase or decrease volume.

Part 1 Professor Kehoe discusses the implications of tariffs and border taxes and our standing within the 
World Trade Organization. “If we had a trade war,” Kehoe warns, “I cannot see how that will work out 
well for the world economy and for Minnesotans.”

•  Part 2 – 12:29
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Part 2 Under the leadership of Humphrey School of Public Affairs Dean Eric Schwartz and Maura 
Donovan, Executive Director of UED, this Committee on Minnesota Workforce and Immigrants 
commissioned a study by Associate Professor Ryan Allen to look at the future of Minnesota’s workforce 
and immigrant population. Many parts of the state are expected to see population decline in the coming 
decades; therefore, immigrants will need to play a larger role in the state’s workforce.

For more information on the report “Immigrants and Minnesota’s Workforce” go 
to: http://www.research.umn.edu/business/immigrants.html
23 March 2017
Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy
For the week of March 26, 2017
Kathryn Hoffman was named Executive Director of the Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy. She discusses the 
mission of the advocacy group and the environmental threats facing Minnesota.

Guest: Kathryn Hoffman, Executive Director of the Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy and adjunct faculty member 
of the University of Minnesota Law School
•  Part 1 – 14:16
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Part 1Started in 1974, the MCEA uses law and science to protect Minnesota’s environment, natural 
resources and health of its people. Lobbyists, lawyers and scientists at the MCEA help shape policy and 
regulation in the state and use the courts to enforce environmental protections.

•  Part 2 – 12:19
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Part 2 Is environmental protection a one-sided political cause? Hoffman stresses the need for the two 
parties to work together: She encourages Democrats to develop better talking points on the benefits 
environmental protections bring to all communities and number of jobs in the clean energy sector, and, 
for Republicans, she hopes the party can acknowledge climate science and help prepare communities now 
in order to defer infrastructure costs in the future.
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