
WREY Radio

Quarterly Issues/Program List

April 1st, - June 30th, 2017

29 March 2017
Severe Weather Awareness Week 2017



For the week of April 2, 2017
Severe Weather Awareness Week in Minnesota is April 17-21. This week, how to prepare and stay safe during sever weather.

Guest: Todd Krause, Warning Coordination Meteorologist for the National Weather Service
•  Part 1 – 12:46
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Part 1The severe weather season started extra early this year in Minnesota—a tornado touched down on 
March 6, setting a record. Krause discuses tornado watches and warnings and how severe weather is 
monitored by the Storm Prediction Center in Norman, Oklahoma.

•  Part 2 – 13:48
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Part 2 Being aware of the potential for severe weather is one of the most important ways to stay safe, says 
Krause. He recommends checking weather reports on local news media or on weather.gov, owning a 

NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) radio or following NOAA on social media.

6 April 2017
Jim Walsh on Prince and MN Music
For the week of April 9, 2017
Music writer Jim Walsh discusses his career documenting the Minnesota music scene and his time with the late, great Prince.

Guest: Jim Walsh, author and music writer
•  Part 1 – 13:24
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Part 1“Bar Yarns and Manic Depressive Mix Tapes” collects 30 years of Walsh’s writings for publications 
such as the Pioneer Press, City Pages, Southwest Journal and MinnPost.

•  Part 2 – 13:12
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Part 2 Nearing the one year anniversary of Prince’s death, Walsh reflects on the artist’s legacy and 
discusses covering Prince in the mid-to-late 1990s—a time when he was misunderstood and dismissed by 
many fans and critics.

More information on “Bar Yarns and Manic Depressive Mix Tapes”
More information on “Gold Experience: Following Prince in the ‘90s”
12 April 2017
Challenges Facing Journalism
For the week of April 16, 2017
As the traditional media business model changes and polls show the public is increasingly distrustful of the media, how are 
colleges preparing future journalists for this uncertain job market?

Guest: Gayle Golden, Senior Lecturer in the School of Journalism & Mass Communication at the University of Minnesota
•  Part 1 – 11:58
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Part 1One of the main disruptors of the traditional media business model was Craigslist, says Golden. The 
loss of revenue from classified ads moving online resulted in layoffs at newspapers across the country. 
Since 2000, Golden says, there has been a 40-percent drop in journalism jobs.

•  Part 2 – 14:37
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Part 2 Despite the uncertainty in the news business, Golden says her students are less concerned with 
income-prospects and more idealistic about the potential of journalism to tell powerful and meaningful 

stories.

19 April 2017
Criminal Justice Reform
For the week of April 23, 2017
America’s prison population has surged since 1970. Scholars and lawmakers are exploring ways to reform our criminal justice 
system and reduce the rate of incarceration. Michelle Phelps discusses the politics of mass incarceration and her new book, 
“Breaking the Pendulum: The Long Struggle Over Criminal Justice.”

Guest: Michelle Phelps, Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology at the University of Minnesota and a Faculty 
Affiliate of the Law School’s Robina Institute of Criminal Justice
•  Part 1 – 12:42
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Part 1Rather than see criminal justice reform as a pendulum—swinging back and forth between attitudes 
of rehabilitation and punishment—Phelps argues that to understand these shifts and what has led to mass 
incarceration, we should look at reform measures as earthquakes. “We can think about these rupture 
moments as earthquakes,” Phelps says. “They really shift the terrain, but if you don’t understand that long 
buildup of pressure that happens before the earthquakes, you’ve misunderstood the earthquakes 
themselves.”

•  Part 2 – 13:54
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Part 2 How can we end mass incarceration in the US? While federal policy is important, 90 percent of the 
prison population is incarceration in state prisons. “It will take a 50 state effort,” Phelps says. In 
Minnesota, the prison population has increased 150 percent in the past 25 years; but our incarceration rate 
is still much lower compared to the vast majority of states. In Minnesota, however, Phelps warns that we 
should pay greater attention to our massive probation population.

You can find out more about Michelle Phelps and her research at her website: www.michellesphelps.com
26 April 2017
Increasing Civic Engagement
For the week of April 30, 2017
Despite an uptick in social activism among younger Americans, many of them remain disconnected from politics and 
government. A new textbook, “American Government: Stories of a Nation,” seeks to link the mechanics of political science with 
real-world examples of how engaged citizens can influence our political system.

Guest: Scott Abernathy, Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of Minnesota
•  Part 1 – 14:23
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Part 1Professor Scott Abernathy had two main goals when writing his textbook “American Government”: 
The first was to teach through narrative and stories and the second was for the stories to be more 
inclusive.

•  Part 2 – 12:13

Audio Player

00:00

00:00

Use Up/Down Arrow keys to increase or decrease volume.

Part 2 Abernathy discusses one of the most contentious of President Trump’s cabinet nominations, Betsy 
DeVos for Secretary of Education. A look at why many oppose her stance on school choice and how 
choice and voucher programs affect public education.
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Find more information on “American Government: Stories of a Nation”
3 May 2017
The Showman Dudley Riggs
For the week of May 7, 2017
Dudley Riggs transformed the Twin Cities theatre scene in 1958 when his Brave New Workshop introduced audiences to “instant 
theatre.” Today, the BNW is the longest running improv comedy theater in America and has helped launch the careers of some of 
Minnesota’s funniest entertainers including Louie Anderson, Liz Winstead and Al Franken. Riggs discusses how he conceived of 
this new type of theatre and his memoir, “Flying Funning: My Life without a Net.”

Guest: Dudley Riggs, author and founder of the Brave New Workshop
• Part 1 – 13:04
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Part 1 Born into a show biz family, Riggs performed vaudeville routines as a five-year-old and by age eight, moved up to the 
flying trapeze. Life in the circus taught Riggs how to adapt to changing environments and interact with an audience—skills that 
would lead him to invent a daring new form of theatre.

• Part 2 – 13:30
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Part 2 Improv comedy is the “theatre of now,” says Riggs. “You’re not using the words of a playwright from another time or 
another place; you’re allowed then to freely associate and bring forth a thought from that moment. And that moment is all that 
counts.”

Find more information on Dudley Riggs’s book “Flying Funny” at the University of Minnesota Press website

10 May 2017
Consciousness and Responsibility in the Law
For the week of May 14, 2017
How did conceptions of consciousness and personhood shape the American legal system? Professor Susanna Blumenthal 
discusses her book “Law and the Modern Mind: Consciousness and Responsibility in American Legal Cutlure,” which was 
awarded the 2017 Merle Curti Award for the best book published in American intellectual history.

https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/storiesofanation%20
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/flying-funny


Guest: Susanna Blumenthal, Professor of Law at the University of Minnesota
•  Part 1 – 14:21
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Part 1Professor Blumenthal traces the history of how American courts decided cases surrounding issues of 
mental soundness. Influenced by Enlightenment philosophy and science of the mind, jurists in post-
revolutionary America developed a kind of “default legal person” in which to judge moral responsibility.

•  Part 2 – 12:16
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Part 2 While the issue of insanity and law is most often thought of in the context of a murder trial, 
Blumenthal looked at how jurists argued over the definition of insanity in more common civil law cases 

and disputes over contracts and property.

17 May 2017
Lyme Disease in MN
For the week of May 21, 2017
May is Lyme Disease Awareness month. Dr. Elizabeth Maloney discusses the symptoms and dangers of Lyme disease and how 
best to prevent infection.

Guest: Dr. Elizabeth Maloney, Family Practice Physician and the President of the Partnership for Tick-Borne Diseases Education
•  Part 1 – 12:42

Audio Player

00:00

00:00

Use Up/Down Arrow keys to increase or decrease volume.

javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


Part 1 Symptoms of Lyme disease begin anywhere from two to 30 days but can also take more than a year 
to show up in patients. Common symptoms include a circular rash, fatigue, fever, headache, chills and 
joint pain. In Minnesota, there were 1,806 new cases of Lyme disease in 2015 and over the past decade, 
the number of cases has increased by over 142 percent. Dr. Maloney suggests if you are going into areas 
where ticks are prevalent—wooded areas with tall grass and places where deer are found—she suggests 
using insecticides and repellents and wearing clothing that covers as much skin as possible.

•  Part 2 – 13:53
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Part 2 Lyme disease can be complicated to identify and treat. The symptoms are non-specific and similar 
to other illnesses and blood testing for Lyme disease still misses many patients. Dr. Maloney hopes more 
awareness of Lyme disease will help both doctors and patients be able to diagnose the disease as early as 
possible.

More information on Lyme disease and Dr. Maloney’s research can be found at: www.partnershipfortick-
bornediseaseseducation.org/
24 May 2017
Gender Policy Report
For the week of May 28, 2017
The Women’s March that took place in January in the US and around the world casts attention on a variety of social issues and 
gender inequality. Christina Ewig from the Center on Women, Gender, and Public Policy at the University of Minnesota 
discusses the role gender plays in our politics and public policy debates and the center’s new Gender Policy Report—an online, 
non-partisan analyses of state and federal policy proposals and how they might specifically impact women.

Guest: Christina Ewig, Faculty Director of the Center on Women, Gender, and Public Policy at the University of Minnesota’s 
Humphrey School of Public Affairs
•  Part 1 – 13:19
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Part 1 The Center on Women, Gender, and Public Policy began in the mid-1980s and, Ewig says, was the 
first center of its kind to provide comprehensive research, teaching and public engagement in local, 
national and international issues facing women. The center’s new online Gender Policy Report asks 
university researchers to consider policy implications to gender equity and gender inequality.

•  Part 2 – 13:16
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Part 2 In the current US congress, women represent 19 percent of the House and 21 percent of the Senate; 
worldwide, the US is in the middle compared to other nations in terms of the percentage of women in 
office. “It’s not a fantastic record,” Ewig says. “When you have more people with different perspectives 
coming to the table, you’re more likely to have creative solutions to the problems that face you and 
greater understanding of the multitude of ways that one particular policy may impact different groups 
differently.”

More information on the Gender Policy Report can be found at: genderpolicyreport.umn.edu
31 May 2017
Preserving the News
For the week of June 4, 2017
News outlets produce a huge volume of content. But much of what is printed, posted online or broadcast is uncatalogued or 
simply disappears. Newsprint, film and tapes deteriorate or get tossed out. And the lifespan of digital media is often fleeting. This 
week, a look at why many historians worry about our preservation of news and media.

Guests: Kathleen Hansen and Nora Paul from the University of Minnesota’s School of Journalism and Mass Communication and 
the authors of “Future Proofing the News: Preserving the First Draft of History”

• Part 1 – 12:57
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Part 1 Newspapers, tapes and film are all susceptible to wear and decay, threating the physical archives of the news. But even 
today’s digital media, Hansen and Paul warn, is in danger of disappearing.
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• Part 2 – 13:37
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Part 2 Many of our cherished news archives—from colonial newspapers to WWII radio broadcasts—come not from news 
organizations but from individuals who took it upon themselves to collect the archives. Hansen and Paul encourage the news 
media to be more proactive in protecting their work, or, to find an organization like a college or historical society to care for their 
documents.

More information on “Future Proofing the News” can be found at: rowman.com
7 June 2017
MN Legislature 2017
For the week of June 11, 2017
The Minnesota Legislature went into overtime again this year, but issues linger. There’s a showdown looming between Governor 
Dayton and the GOP leaders. Dayton cut all funding for the Legislature in response to what he called a “poison pill” provision in 
the tax bill which he reluctantly signed. This week, analysis of the state spending bills and the on-going conflict between Gov. 
Dayton and state Republicans.

Guest: David Schultz, professor in the political science department at Hamline University
• Part 1 – 13:16
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Part 1 Professor Schultz calls special sessions at the Legislature the “new normal.” Fundamental beliefs on the role of 
government divide the DFL and GOP and make it difficult for the two parties to compromise, even on simple and core issues, 
says Schultz. How the current budget conflicts will end—whether through further negotiations or a decision by the Minnesota 
Supreme Court—is still up in the air. Schultz says Republicans probably didn’t cut spending as much as they hoped, but they saw 
a victory in their push for tax cuts.

• Part 2 – 13:20
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Part 2 A major issue this session concerned the role of local versus state government. “We’re seeing the two parties play 
significant role reversals right now,” Schultz says. Where more liberal areas in the metro area used to push for state-wide laws, 
cities like Minneapolis are now fighting for the right to determine wage and sick-time ordinances. The Republicans successfully 
blocked Minneapolis from enacting a ban on plastic bags in the city.

More information on David Schultz’s writing on politics can be found at: schultzstake.blogspot.com
15 June 2017
Pipeline Pros and Cons
For the week of June 18, 2017
The Minnesota Department of Commerce is holding a series of public meetings this month and taking written comments through 
July 10 seeking input on Enbridge Energy’s proposed Line 3 crude oil pipeline replacement project. A draft environmental 
impact statement on the Enbridge proposal was released by the Commerce Department in May. Environmental groups and Native 
American tribes oppose the project citing concerns about potential oil spills along the pipeline’s route in northern Minnesota. 
This week, a look at both sides of the pipeline argument.

Guests: Lorraine Little, Director of Community Engagement for Enbridge Energy; Kathryn Hoffman, Executive Director of the 
Minnesota Center for Environmental Advocacy and serves as adjunct faculty at the University of Minnesota Law School

• Part 1 – 11:22
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Part 1 Little discusses the need for a replacement pipeline and how the Line 3 project can benefit Minnesota.

• Part 2 – 15:14
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Part 2 Hoffman argues the pipeline project threatens the environment in two major ways: It is a risk to Minnesota waters and tar 
sands oil would greatly increase the carbon footprint of the state.

The Minnesota Department of Commerce is accepting public comments on the Line 3 pipeline until July 10, 2017. More 
information on the pipeline project can be found at: mn.gov/commerce/energyfacilities/line3/
21 June 2017
Racial Bias in Policing (Rebroadcast)
For the week of June 25, 2017
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A jury recently acquitted former St. Anthony police officer Jeronimo Yanez of wrongdoing in the shooting death of Philando 
Castile. But many questions linger about racial inequities in our law enforcement and criminal justice systems. Academic studies 
present a complicated picture of how race impacts interactions between the police and the public. This week, a look at the 
research surrounding racial bias in policing. This interview originally aired on Access Minnesota in July of 2016.

Guest: Michelle Phelps, Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology at the University of Minnesota and Faculty Affiliate 
at the Law School’s Robina Institute and the Minnesota Population Center

• Part 1 – 12:23
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Part 1 Phelps sites studies that show African American drivers are three times more likely to be pulled over by police; Black men 
age 25 or younger have a 28% chance of being pulled over; and, police officers are more likely to rough-up Black suspects. 
“Together that creates this pattern of bias,” Phelps says, “that creates differential outcomes for black and white Americans and 
deferential attitudes towards the police.” Bias exists on an individual level, both in police officers and in all of us, Phelps says, 
but also on a structural level. Inequality in neighborhoods, education and income also contribute to implicit bias.

• Part 2 – 14:13
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Part 2 How do we reduce racial bias and excessive use of force by police? Requiring police to wear body cameras and carry 
liability insurance are two proposals in Minnesota. Placing greater accountability on police officers could have beneficial results; 
however, Phelps worries these are “technological solutions to fundamental divides between communities and police.”
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