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Quarterly Issues Programs List 
 

Quarterly Issues Programs List for Station – WYQQ-FM 
April 01, 2022 – June 30, 2022 (Quarter 2) 
Placed in the Public File – July 07, 2022 

 
 

Section I.  Issues. 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our 
community in this quarter:   

1.) Public Safety:  Issues relating to the public safety and welfare of local 
listeners in Central Massachusetts. 

2.) Health/Covid 19 Pandemic:  Issues relating to issues that pose a health risk 
in Central Massachusetts and surrounding territories in the Commonweath , 
epidemics, public safety notices that relate to above issues. 

3.) Government & Financial:  Issues relating to local & state budgetary issues 
and how it relates to the local taxpayer in our community. 

4.) Extreme Weather:  Issues relating to extreme weather conditions, school 
closings, cancellations, weather watches & warnings & state issued 
protocols. 

5.) Transportation:  Issues relating to public transportation not limited to WRTA, 
Mass Transit, road construction or traffic impacts on major highways. 

6.) Housing & Homelessness:  Issues relating to the advancement of helping 
those seeking shelter, housing assistance in the local community. 

7.) Education:  Issues relating to education, local schools, budgets and welfare 
of students on the public & private level. 

8.) Jobs/Employment:  Announcements and issues relating to job opportunities 
in the public / private sectors throughout Worcester, MA county. 

9.) Local Interest:  Public interest news & events that pertain to volunteerism, 
activism, local sports interest, etc. in Central Massachusetts. 

 
Section II.  Responsive Programs 

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above-referenced 
issues.  Programming dealing with each issue is set out below. 
 
Program:  “Q-Newstrends” 
Length of Program:  3:00   
Program Days: Monday-Friday  
Program Times:  6am / 6:30am / 7am / 7:30am / 8:00am / 8:30am 

Date Aired    Issue Discussed Program: Q-Newstrends (Synopsis) 

04-01-22 Transportation 

Central Mass consumers frustrated at the pump as AAA Northeast 
reports Worcester County has an average gas price of $4.24 a gallon. 
That’s slightly above the national average. That price is a $1.49 a gallon 
higher than at this time last year. And has jumped 62 cents ago since a 
month ago. 
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04-01-22 Housing/Homeless 

If you’re looking to rent an apartment, expect much higher prices, as rent 
prices continue to climb in Central Mass and across the state. Worcester 
County average for a one-bedroom is $1,440. Prices throughout the 
state have jumped 30% on average. 

04-01-22 Housing/Homeless 

Massachusetts’ average mortgage rate hit 4.63% on Thursday, the last 
time commonwealth prices were that high was 2010, according to 
Business Insider. The national average mortgage rate hit 4.67% on 
Thursday and is expected to climb past 5% later in the year. 

04-01-22 Public Safety 

The Shrewsbury Police Department announced it will have extra patrols 
enforcing hands free laws through the month of April, through federal 
grant funds. The enhanced enforcement in Shrewsbury is part of a 
campaign across the state, including other local departments and the 
Massachusetts State Police. 

04-05-22 Transportation 

A spike in flight cancellations that began at Boston Logan International 
Airport over the weekend continued Monday, affecting dozens of 
predominantly JetBlue flights. JetBlue is in the process of hiring more 
than 700 people ahead of an expected busy summer travel spike, as 
flight attendants are refusing to accept flight assignments. 

04-05-22 Transportation 

JetBlue’s long-awaited plans for nonstop passenger service from 
Boston’s Logan Airport to London appears poised for announcement. 
The airline’s new Airbus A321 Long Range aircraft will make a rare 
appearance in Boston on Tuesday, when the airline intends to announce 
launch details for its new service between Boston and the United 
Kingdom, 

04-05-22 Public Safety 

There’s a recall of two Suave aerosol antiperspirants due to elevated 
levels of a cancer-causing chemicals, the Food & Drug Administration 
reported. According to the FDA, an internal review showed “slightly 
elevated” levels of benzene, a human carcinogen, in some product 
samples. 

04-05-22 Local Interest 

The Grafton Flea Market is back and opened its gates for the season, as 
it has for more than 50 years. The Grafton Flea Market is on 296 Upton 
St. (Route 140), and is open 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sundays, as well as 
Memorial Day (May 30). In addition to vendor space, the market has a 
snack bar and restrooms. More at graftonflea.com/ 

04-06-22 Public Safety 

Worcester Police officers could start wearing body cams very soon to 
provide transparency and video evidence of police and citizen 
interactions as public record. The city announcing 300 body cameras, if 
contracted and approved by May, officers would begin wearing them this 
fall. 

04-06-22 Public Safety 

"Touch-and-go's" by National Guard planes were cited by Massport as 
the heavy activity this week at Worcester Regional Airport. A Massport 
spokesperson said that Rhode Island and Connecticut National Guards 
have been using the airport periodically for training exercises and a 
group was practicing “touch-and-go’s” at the airport. 

04-06-22 Transportation 

The average gasoline price in Massachusetts is now $4.18 per gallon of 
regular unleaded, down 6 cents from last week, according to AAA 
Northeast. The average global price per barrel of oil is now more than 
$100, to which the US heavily has depended on foreign oil over the last 
year, as prices have climbed steadily since January of 2021. 

04-06-22 Local Interest 

The Worcester Bravehearts announcing their popular FAN FEST event, 
taking place on Saturday, April 23rd at Fitton Field. This will be a day 
where fans can come to the ballpark, meet players, enjoy vendors and 
food. The Q90.1 Street Team will be there as well, again on April 23rd 
from 11am – 2pm. 

04-07-22 Jobs & Employment 
The 98-acre plot of land in Charlton due to become a construction site 
for a $300-million Amazon distribution center sold for $10 million on 
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Monday. The Charlton selectboard in June approved the parcel at 53 
Sturbridge Road, which is mostly vacant land, to become the site of a 
2.8-million-square-foot Amazon distribution center. 

04-07-22 Jobs & Employment 
The Greater Worcester metropolitan area unemployment rate fell 0.6 
percentage points in February to 4.4, The labor force is still about 2,000 
people smaller than it was before the coronavirus pandemic. 

04-07-22 Local Interest 

Two Harvard University freshmen have launched a website designed to 
connect people fleeing Ukraine to those in safer countries willing to take 
them in — and it’s generating offers of help and housing worldwide. The 
two created UkraineTakeShelter.com as a place for resource. 

04-07-22 Education 

The Worcester Public Schools Office of Special Education will host an 
event to support the successful transition of high school students into 
adulthood. Caregivers and students will have the opportunity to network 
and plan for college or career readiness and the development of self-
advocacy skills. 

04-08-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Administration energy and climate officials have abruptly canceled two 
public hearings that had been scheduled for this week to gather 
feedback on their Clean Energy and Climate Plan proposals for 2025 
and 2030. No official word on those cancellations. 

04-08-22 
Government & 

Financial 

The Massachusetts legislature is feeling the pressure once again to 
temporarily suspend the state’s gas tax as neighboring states are 
helping their residents. two weeks ago the state senate failed to pass a 
bill that would have suspended the state’s 24 cent gas tax however GOP 
lawmakers are still pressing to bring relief to drivers. 

04-08-22 
Government & 

Financial 

State officials plan to wind down operations at MCI-Cedar Junction in 
Walpole, one of the state’s oldest correctional facilities. the maximum-
security prison, which is currently operating at 68 percent capacity with 
about 525 inmates. 

04-08-22 Local Interest 

Six Flags New England is ready to reopen weekends for the start of its 
22nd season. The amusement park opens Saturday and will be open 
every weekend until the full season begins during the Memorial Day 
holiday 

04-11-22 Transportation 

Gas prices are going down slowly, but still much higher causing 
residents in Central MA to continue to feel the pinch as the pump. AAA 
Northeast reports the average price in Worcester County at $4.14 a 
gallon. The price one year ago? $2.74 a gallon. 

04-11-22 Health & Covid-19 

One of Worcester's larger entertainment venues is dropping COVID-19 
protocols for most of its shows. Starting this week, the Hanover Theatre 
is no longer requiring audience members to show proof of a negative 
COVID-19 test, vaccination, or wear a mask for most shows. 

04-11-22 Local Interest 

The WooSox hosted what the team president called a "spring training 
day" for fans and the Polar Park staff on Saturday. The Assumption 
University baseball team took on Stonehill College during the Spring 
Open House. General admission tickets allowed fans to walk around and 
see the park. 

04-11-22 Local Interest 

Volunteers looking to give back to the community gathered Saturday 
morning in front of City Hall to kick off Working for Worcester's 10th 
annual Build Day. The tradition continued strong, as 1,100 volunteers 
dispersed to one of 20 sites throughout the city Saturday to, among other 
opportunities, build playgrounds, clean and clear outdoor spaces and 
garden. 

04-12-22 Transportation 

JetBlue canceled or delayed more than 600 flights again, a quarter of 
them at Logan International Airport in Boston, as the airline’s operational 
struggles continued into a second week. Causes stated are severe 
weather and staffing shortages. 
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04-12-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Due to a couple of holidays, Massachusetts residents have a few extra 
days to file taxes in 2022. Typically, Tax Day is known as being on April 
15. But Massachusetts residents won’t have to file until April 19. Due to 
the 18th being Patriots Day. 

04-12-22 Public Safety 

Certain Range Rovers and Range Rover Sports are being recalled after 
an issue with its seat belts. Jaguar Land Rover North America Land 
Rover is recalling certain 2016-2017 Range Rover and Range Rover 
Sport vehicles. The seat belt can be inspected and replaced for free by 
the dealer. Owners will be mailed notification letters in June. 

04-12-22 Local Interest 

The Big Brother Big Sister Foundation has a truck scheduled for pickups 
in the Worcester area on Friday. Foundation pickups accept a range of 
items, including clothing, certain household items, books and other 
items. 

04-13-22 Public Safety 

Governor Baker signed Nero’s law, a bill that provides some much-
needed protection for our four-legged first responders. Nero’s law 
changes that and allows first responders to provide medical care to 
police K9’s only if there is no one else in need of medical attention. Nero 
was the K9 parters of Yarmouth Police Sargent Sean Gannon who lost 
his life in the line of duty 4 years ago 

04-13-22 Health & Covid-19 

Massachusetts State Police union will explore “even more legal action” 
against Gov. Charlie Baker’s COVID-19 vaccine mandate for state 
workers after another 12 members were fired late last week. More than 
seven months after Baker ordered all executive branch employees to 
provide proof of vaccination the State Police department on Friday 
terminated 11 troopers and one sergeant for failing to comply with the 
requirement. 

04-13-22 Health & Covid-19 

Gov. Charlie Baker’s bid to get his health care reform package onto the 
books in his last year in office faces another challenge: the short window 
of time remaining for lawmakers to reach consensus on his multi-
pronged bill before formal legislative sessions end for the year on July 
31. The governor’s bill (S 2774) aims to inject more resources into 
behavioral health and primary care, target health care cost drivers and 
boost access to care. 

04-13-22 Local Interest 

Marathon Monday is back, scheduled for Monday, April 18. police will 
increase their presence around MBTA stations over the next several 
days and into the weekend. As for the race on Monday, local intelligence 
will determine if officials will need to “adjust our assets accordingly 
around the marathon. 

04-14-22 Education 

Tuition across all University of Massachusetts campuses will increase 
this fall. Tens of thousands of in-state undergraduate UMass students 
face between $346 and $395 more per year for tuition next year, as well 
as increases in room and board costs 

04-14-22 
Government & 

Financial 

House lawmakers in unveiling a $49.6 billion budget said millions in tax 
breaks recommended by Gov. Charlie Baker “weren’t necessary” even 
as Massachusetts lawmakers sit on billions in excess tax revenue and 
leftover federal coronavirus relief dollars, all while Bay Staters reel from 
rising inflation. 

04-14-22 Health & Covid-19 

The Biden administration announcing its extending the nationwide mask 
requirement for public transit for 15 more days, which includes masks for 
flights. The CDC order was set to expire on April 18 but now it’s May 3rd 
for now. 

04-14-22 Local Interest 

Tower Hill Botanic Garden in Boylston has changed its name to New 
England Botanic Garden at Tower Hill. The name change is meant to 
reflect the botanic garden’s vigorous growth over the past few years. The 
garden has undergone a $15-million construction project aimed at 
widening its audience, including accessibility upgrades, a parking lot 
expansion, and a children’s garden called The Ramble. 
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04-15-22 Local Interest 

Nearly $3.5 million in funding will construct the new headquarters for the 
Food Hub in the space at Worcester’s Union Station. The Food Hub 
connects local farmers to restaurants, schools and other markets and 
acts as an incubator for local businesses, giving them commercial 
kitchen space they need to produce their products. 

04-15-22 Education 

While the college school year is wrapping up, many students are 
beginning their off-campus housing search for the fall. Police throughout 
Massachusetts are warning students about rental housing scams after 
receiving calls from students who have been the victim of this fraud, 
such as out of the ordinary prices, money wiring. 

04-15-22 Public Safety 

Toyota is issuing a safety recall to address a software glitch affecting 
approximately 460,000 Toyota and Lexus vehicles. Toyota says the 
problem concerns the cars’ Vehicle Stability Control (VSC) systems, a 
feature designed to help drivers “maintain vehicle control under adverse 
conditions,” the recalled vehicles may be experiencing an “error” that 
prevents the feature from automatically enabling in certain situations. 

04-15-22 Jobs & Employment 

The Baker Administration announced plans to help provide relief to 
unemployment claimants that were overpaid during the height of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and are now being asked to pay it back. Not all 
overpayments will be forgiven. The relief only applies to overpayments 
beginning the week of January 2, 2021 and the week ending on March 
20, 2021. 

04-18-22 Public Safety 

The Boston Marathon kicks off at 9AM. Massachusetts State Police are 
asking people to not bring backpacks, large purses, coolers and more to 
the Boston Marathon Monday. Heighted security will be present at public 
transit. 

04-18-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Starting in May, anyone with a learner’s permit seeking a Massachusetts 
driver’s license will need to bring a vehicle for their road test, the 
Registry of Motor Vehicles announced. Those with a Class D learner’s 
permit applying for a Massachusetts-issued driver’s license will be 
required to supply their own vehicle for road testing beginning on 
Monday, May 2. 

04-18-22 Health & Covid-19 

flu activity in the state is ticking up as well, with an increase of 44% in 
confirmed cases over the previous week. The Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health released its latest weekly influenza update 
Friday, which showed influenza-like illness activity in the state went from 
“low” to “moderate” severity 

04-18-22 Local Interest 

Join in to support Worcester area refugees at a furniture drive on Friday, 
April 29, and Saturday, April 30. Drop off gently used, clean, and in 
working condition furniture between 7 AM and 2 PM, at 100 Institute 
Road, Alumni Stadium at WPI. 

04-19-22 Transportation 

Passengers and airlines can now breathe a lot easier. A federal judge in 
Florida struck down the federal mask requirement on airplanes, trains, 
buses and other public transportation yesterday, less than a week after 
the CDC had extended it through May 3. The nation’s four largest 
airlines had dropped their mask requirements immediately, even on 
current flights. Amtrak announcing passengers and employees would no 
longer need to wear masks. 

04-19-22 Public Safety 

Boston’s Logan International Airport was evacuated Sunday after a 
suspicious item was discovered. The item, Massachusetts State Police 
said, was a PlayStation. Troopers responded and, after investigation and 
research, determined that the item was a PlayStation video game 
console 

04-19-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Today is the tax deadline in Massachusetts.This year, the filing date is 
later than usual, so if you haven’t filed yet you’re running out of time. For 
those filing themselves there are many websites that allow you to 
prepare them for free, and if you can e-file them. E-filing also helps you 
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get your refund sooner. 

04-19-22 Local Interest 

The 126th Boston Marathon brought many specators out for the first time 
since the pandemic. Olympic champion Peres Jepchirchir won the 
women’s event. Evans Chebet wins on the men’s side. Manuela Schar 
wins her fourth Boston Marathon in the women’s wheel chair. Daniel 
Romanchuk wins Men’s Wheelchair. Congrats to our the winners. 

04-20-22 Health & Covid-19 

After companies quickly dropped the mask mandates on Monday, 
Massachusetts caught up yesterday. Masks are no longer required on 
MBTA vehicles or at stations, a decision shortly after they said they 
would continue, however no longer the case, along with Worcester 
Regional Airport and Boston Logan Airport dropped mask mandates 
yesterday. 

04-20-22 
Government & 

Financial 

As state coffers remain flush with cash, Massachusetts must return 
some of that surplus to Bay Staters struggling to make ends meet amid 
the COVID-19 pandemic and rising inflation, Gov. Charlie Baker said 
Tuesday as he sought to revive interest in his $700 million proposed tax 
relief package, by providing more tax credits and reduce the burden for 
Bay Staters. However, the state House and Senate need to sign off. 

04-20-22 
Government & 

Financial 

After an investigation suggested that 2,100 drivers in Massachusetts 
were granted licenses without taking a road test, those drivers had to 
return to the RMV to take their tests. But not everyone passed. In fact 
65% of those who returned, failed their road test. 

04-20-22 Transportation 

Massachusetts’s average gas price declined four cents from last week, 
averaging $4.07 per gallon. That price is 22 cents lower than a month 
ago however, still $1.33 cents higher than this time last year when gas 
was well under $3 a gallon. 

04-21-22 Public Safety 

An Illinois man is now in custody after a police pursuit ended just outside 
of Stockbridge, but began in Charlton. A stolen vehicle was found at the 
Charlton Service Plaza by a State Trooper. The man inside the vehicle 
fled which caused a hot pursuit and police shutting down parts of the 
Pike. 

04-21-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Governor Baker yesterday met with survivors of sexual assault and 
domestic violence. The Governor and the Lt. Governor believe that our 
current laws are failing victims. That’s why they’re holding a series of 
roundtable discussions to meet with these victims personally and push 
for policy change. 

04-21-22 
Government & 

Financial 

36 cities and towns throughout Massachusetts have set aside a portion 
of their American Rescue Plan Act money for police, firefighters, EMTs 
and others whose duties put them in high-risk scenarios during the 
pandemic. Towns here in Worcester County include Sturbridge, Oxford, 
Millbury, Sutton and Worcester 

04-21-22 Local Interest 

A favorite here in New England was honored last night. The Red Sox 
held a pregame ceremony last night to celebrate Jerry Remy’s life and 
career. He worked as in-game NESN Red Sox analyst for more than 33 
seasons. The Red Sox also are paying tribute to Remy this season with 
No. 2 patches on their jerseys. The NESN booth at Fenway Park was 
named “Jerry Remy Booth.” Remy was 68. 

04-22-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Governor Baker and lawmakers have gone back and forth over how to 
spend billions of dollars in surplus…your tax revenue. Baker filed a bill 
which would provide over $700 million in tax relief to parents, low-income 
workers and seniors. The legislature however has decided to take a 
different approach. House leaders have filed a bill to spend the surplus 
revenue to expand childcare services and put some money away for a 
rainy day. 

04-22-22 Public Safety 
Best Buy announced a major air fryer recall Thursday, citing the potential 
for them to overheat and cause fires or burn the people using them. The 
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products included in the recall are Insignia Digital Air Fryers, Insignia 
Analog Air Fryers and Insignia Digital Air Fryer Ovens. 

04-22-22 Local Interest 

The owners of Crust Bakeshop in Worcester were approved for a license 
transfer for BirchTree Bread Co., also in Worcester, and plan to 
purchase the coffee shop in May. The popular establishment which 
opened in 2014, will see an expansion of Crust Bakeshop menu items. 

04-22-22 Local Interest 

the Worcester Bravehearts decided on a new business model adopted to 
continue to thrive at they prepare for the 2022 season.This model is 
designed to make the games more of a show than a traditional ballgame, 
but GM Dave Peterson did emphasize it will not interfere with the 
competitiveness of the sport. 

04-25-22 Housing/Homeless 

Worcester County had the second-highest rent increase among 12 
Massachusetts counties. The average rent in Worcester County has 
risen 12.1% averaging $1,654 per month. The jump ranked Worcester 
second after Plymouth County for highest rent increases. 

04-25-22 Transportation 

Delta, United and American airlines are allowing thousands of 
passengers previously banned from flying for refusing to wear masks to 
once again fly. The announcement from the airlines comes as federal 
courts struck down President Biden’s mask mandate. 

04-25-22 Education 

There’s a push to replace the Burncoat High and Middle Schools. To 
replace the schools would be around $500 million and the City of 
Worcester would be expected to cover at least 50% of the cost. 
Borrowing roughly $250 million would result in an annual debt payment 
of about $14 million per year. 

04-25-22 Local Interest 

After some time away, the community fridge on Portland Street made a 
return Sunday afternoon. The refrigerator was out of order after it was 
blown over during a storm in February. The fridges are open for anyone 
who wants to take food, completely free, and hopes to address food 
insecurity in the city. There's also a small pantry next to it for dry goods. 

04-26-22 Local Interest 

It’s Official. Twitter has a new owner. Elon Musk buys Twitter as the 
businessman promotes free speech before purchase is finalized, saying 
‘I hope that even my worst critics remain on Twitter’. Musk had struck a 
deal to purchase Twitter $44 billion 

04-26-22 Health & Covid-19 
Several state lawmakers are out sick, testing positive for Covid. State 
officials advised members and staff late Monday morning of the positive 
cases and said all close contacts had been notified. 

04-26-22 Health & Covid-19 

If you or someone you know is sick and testing negative for COVID, you 
may have the flu. Cases of influenza across Massachusetts have been 
on the rise for the past two months. According to the weekly flu report 
from the Massachusetts Department of Public Health, the estimated 
weekly severity of the flu across the state is now at “moderate” levels. 

04-26-22 Transportation 

The Worcester Line of the MBTA Commuter Rail will temporarily reduce 
its weekday train schedule starting May 2. The schedule change will 
allow for construction on the Worcester Station Improvement Project at 
Union Station, and installation of new rail ties between Framingham and 
Worcester. Commuters are advised to look at updated schedules. 

04-27-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Governor Baker announcing a $3.5 Billion initiate to innovate downtown 
communities throughout the state. Spending for affordable rental 
housing, climate resilience and transit-oriented development, along with 
authorization of $26 million to expand a public housing demonstration 
program and smart growth housing. 

04-27-22 Public Safety 

The Worcester Police Department wants drones, however city 
counselors are pushing back. The department argues the drones could 
be used in search and rescue missions, motor vehicle crash 
investigations/crime scene mapping. However there’s voiced concerns of 
privacy matters and targeting homeless encampments. 
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04-27-22 
Government & 

Financial 

The final two vacant parcels in downtown Worcester’s CitySquare 
development, including the site of the demolished Notre Dame church, 
sold for $5 million to residential developers. The buildings will reportedly 
be renovated and developed in housing in the Downtown area. 

04-27-22 Local Interest 

As part of its plan to bring the post office into the future, the US Postal 
Service has selected the Worcester post office as one in the country to 
pilot its new USPS Connect Local program, which will include same-day 
delivery for businesses within Worcester. The pilot program is to be 
unveiled in a ribbon-cutting ceremony at 11 a.m. May 23 at the 
Worcester Main Post Office. 

04-28-22 Health & Covid-19 

The Massachusetts Health Connector announced Wednesday a further 
extension of its Open Enrollment through May 23, providing residents 
impacted by COVID-19 the opportunity to get access to affordable, 
comprehensive health insurance. 

04-28-22 Public Safety 

Ground beef that was sold in Massachusetts is being recalled due to a 
possible E. coli contamination, according to the USDA. The recall is for 
ground beef from Lakeside Refrigerated Services that was produced 
between Feb. 1, through April 8 

04-28-22 Education 

Massachusetts high school students graduating in the class of 2026 may 
have to produce higher MCAS scores than the classes that preceded 
them as education officials consider raising the score requirement for 
graduating seniors. Educational officials will meet again in June to vote 
on the proposal. 

04-28-22 Local Interest 

Big Y, its customers and employees have donated $100,000 to 
International Red Cross humanitarian relief efforts in Ukraine. Red Cross 
teams are distributing food, delivering medicine and medical supplies, 
assisting with evacuations, and providing shelter. 

04-29-22 Health & Covid-19 

Up to 200,000 people could be at risk for losing eligible MassHealth 
coverage this summer. A renewal condition is in place for those enrolled 
and coverage may still not be renewed for coverage if they fail to 
respond to all documentation requests in time, a process known as 
administrative or procedural termination. 

04-29-22 Transportation 

Federal and state officials agreed on a path forward to extend passenger 
rail service west of Worcester to the cities of Springfield and Pittsfield, an 
effort designed to finally connect the eastern and western parts of the 
state by rail. Gov. Charlie Baker described plans for the Legislature to 
create a new rail authority and an effort to take federal funds to make it a 
reality. 

04-29-22 Education 

Quinsigamond Community College in Worcester will be running two 
workshops on biomanufacturing for students this spring, thanks to a new 
$50,000 grant The grant goes towards providing students the necessary 
training for an entry-level position within the industry. 

04-29-22 Local Interest 

The Worcester Bravehearts announced it will be the first team in 
baseball history to change uniforms during the game. During the 2022 
season, if the Bravehearts are trailing after the seventh inning of a home 
game, the team will change into the rally jerseys. 

05-02-22 Public Safety 

A brush fire has engulfed the former Sutton Motor-In drive-in on Route 
146, bringing traffic to a standstill yesterday. Flames engulfed the screen 
at the abandoned drive-in. The drive-in, which closed in 1996, sits on 10-
plus acres. 

05-02-22 Transportation 

Seaplane service from Boston Harbor direct to Provincetown can now 
get beachgoers and vacationers from the city to the tip of Cape Cod in 
just 35 minutes, Tailwind Air said, announcing its new flight service. With 
the addition of Provincetown Harbor, Tailwind Air will serve four 
destinations from its Boston Harbor base: Plymouth, Manhattan, and 
East Hampton. 
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05-02-22 Local Interest 

Gordon Ramsay is opening his second Boston restaurant, this time 
focused on burgers. Gordon Ramsay Burger is set to open in Boston 
later this year, the company said. It will have more than 4,000 square-
foot of restaurant space and will be located in between the North End 
and Faneuil Hall 

05-02-22 Local Interest 

A Dudley native is heading to the Dallas Cowboys as a signed unfrafted 
free agent. Alec Lindstrom from Dudley, a former Boston College center 
was selected by Dallas, is the younger brother of Chris Lindstrom, the 
standout Atlanta Falcons guard. Following in the footsteps of their father 
and uncle who played for the Chiefs, Bengals and 49ers. 

05-03-22 Transportation 

Gas prices are steadily rising again in Massachusetts, while the cost of 
diesel hit a new record high in the state Monday. The average price for a 
gallon of gasoline is now $4.21 in Massachusetts, up eight cents from a 
week ago, according to AAA. The price of diesel in Massachusetts hit a 
new record high of $5.89. 

05-03-22 Local Interest 

Yesterday, The Supreme Court unanimously ruled that Boston violated a 
Christian group’s first amendment rights when the city refused to fly the 
group’s Christian flag outside of city hall. The court said Boston could not 
discriminate on the basis of the religious group’s viewpoint without 
violating the Constitution. 

05-03-22 Local Interest 

Last night Bridges across Massachusetts were lit up in green light in 
observance of Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week. The Burns 
Bridge connecting Worcester and Shrewsbury was illuminated to bring 
awareness to the week of focus on children’s mental health struggles. 

05-03-22 
Government & 

Financial 

The Latin American Business Organization, a statewide organization, will 
become the latest affiliate of the Worcester Regional Chamber of 
Commerce. The partnership gives 350 Latino-owned businesses across 
the state of Massachusetts, full access to all of the Worcester chamber’s 
programs and services 

05-04-22 Education 

The construction of the new Doherty Memorial High School is nearly $30 
million over its original budget, according to Worcester city officials, but 
the city isn’t alone in seeing increased costs for school construction. City 
Manager Edward Augustus Jr. is recommending the City Council adopt a 
loan order in the amount of $23 million to fund construction of the 
replacement high school. 

05-04-22 Health & Covid-19 

New coronavirus cases leaped in Massachusetts in the week ending 
Sunday, rising 36%. Cases in Worcester County have seen a jump by 67% 
with hospitals reporting increased capacity. Massachusetts ranked third 
among the states where coronavirus was spreading the fastest on a per-
person basis, 

05-04-22 Transportation 

The Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) is asking 
residents to participate in an online survey to help in planning for the 
future of transportation in the state. “Beyond Mobility” is title of the 2050 
Statewide Long Range Transportation Plan. The goal is to create a long 
term plan to guide transportation investment that will address the needs, 
preferences and values of state residents. 

05-04-22 Public Safety 

A $5,000 reward is available for anyone that comes forward with 
information identifying the person or persons responsible for Sunday's 
four-alarm fire at the former Sutton Motor-In Drive-in The cause of the 
fire is still under investigation by the Sutton Fire Department, Sutton 
Police Department. The confidential hotline can be reached by calling 1-
800-682-9229 

05-09-22 
Government & 

Financial 

With no detailed plan in site by lawmakers and administrations, the pain 
at the pump continues to rise in Massachusetts The average price of 
diesel hit $6.10 per gallon across the Bay State is nearly $1 more per 
gallon than a week ago. With trucks using diesel, experts worry that a 
continuing rise in fuel costs will affect prices at your local grocery store, 
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on top of the inflation that has already caused prices to soar. 

05-09-22 
Government & 

Financial 

A new report showing The black bear population in Massachusetts is 
continuing to grow. Bay State bear researchers urging people to take 
precautionary measures to avoid encounters with the powerful animals. 
There are now about 5,000 black bears that call the state home as the 
large mammal’s population has slowly increased. 

05-09-22 Education 

The Paxton Center School holds its First Annual 5K run to support 
Tyler's Teammates on Sunday, May 22. Tyler's Teammates was 
founded in memory of Tyler Trudell, a 13-year-old Paxton resident who 
died unexpectedly in May 2021. 

05-09-22 Education 

Don Sweeney, GM of the Bruins, was the keynote speaker at Nichols 
College’s commencement on Saturday in Worcester. Following his 
keynote, Sweeney had the honor of handing his son Jarrod, a member of 
the 2022 Nichols graduating class, his diploma. 

05-10-22 Health & Covid-19 

Gov. Charlie Baker officially isn’t saying whether the administration is 
considering new masking guidance to come back in Massachusetts. 
Baker says his administration continues to pay a lot of attention to the 
hospitalization numbers, which are around 600. 

05-10-22 Public Safety 

Gov. Charlie Baker said he has concerns undocumented immigrants 
could inadvertently become registered to vote in Massachusetts. Those 
who are illegal immigrants would be allowed to apply for driver’s licenses 
under a controversial bill that’s inching toward his desk. 

05-10-22 Local Interest 

The Brimfield Antique Flea Markets kicks off its first run of 2022 this 
week. The fields along Route 20 are open, dawn to dusk, from today 
through Sunday. The show space runs about a mile in length and is set 
up to accommodate strollers and wheelchairs. 

05-10-22 Local Interest 

Several Worcester Police officers are running to Washington, D.C. in 
honor of fallen Officer Enmanuel "Manny" Familia. The officers will start 
their journey to D.C. at Green Hill Park. Officer Familia’s son, Jovan, will 
be presented with a baton which has his father’s name inscribed on it. 
Jovan will run with the baton to Worcester Police headquarters where he 
will pass it on to Chief Steven Sargent. Chief Sargent will carry the baton 
out of the City for his officers to continue on the relay to our nation’s 
capital. 

05-11-22 Transportation 

Massachusetts’ average gas price hit a new record high after rising 18 
cents in a week to $4.39 per gallon of regular unleaded, according to a 
Monday press release from travel association AAA Northeast. Monday’s 
average price is 18 cents higher than it was last week, 27 cents higher 
than a month ago, and $1.54 higher than the same day in 2021. 

05-11-22 Health & Covid-19 

Researchers at UMass Chan Medical School’s vaccine branch 
MassBiologics have nearly completed the first phase clinical trials for a 
shot protecting against Lyme disease, the Worcester medical school 
announced Thursday. The shot contains an antibody to provide immunity 
against Lyme and has proved 100% effective when tested 

05-11-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Business confidence among Central Massachusetts employers 
increased in April. The Central Massachusetts Business Confidence 
Index rose in April. Central Mass employers felt signs of economic 
growth, from healthy jobs numbers to surging state business-tax 
collections. 

05-11-22 Jobs & Employment 

The Auburn Fire Rescue Department is hiring for one full-time position 
starting July 1. Cover letters and resumes will be accepted until 3 PM on 
Friday, May 20. Minimum qualifications include a non-smoking, high 
school graduate or GED recipient with a valid Massachusetts license to 
operate a motor vehicle and an EMT certificate. 

05-12-22 Transportation 
Amtrak will restore daily service on the lone east-west train running 
through Springfield — the Chicago-to-Boston Lake Shore Limited — 
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effective May 23. Amtrak reduced service due to COVID-19 restrictions 
and was running the train just three, and later five, days a week. 

05-12-22 Public Safety 

To combat an infant formula shortage, federal regulators have given the 
company behind a nationwide recall permission to release some of its 
previously produced powdered formula to individuals on a case-by-case 
basis. In February, the FDA launched an investigation into Abbott 
Nutrition’s Sturgis, Michigan, facility after receiving complaints of 
Salmonella infections among infants. 

05-12-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Massachusetts ranked among the worst states in the country on property 
tax competitiveness. The Massachusetts Fiscal Alliance, which favors 
reductions in tax rates, said Tuesday that relatively high property taxes in 
Massachusetts, combined with high inflation will cause residents to move 
out of state. 

05-12-22 Local Interest 

Worcester officers are more than halfway through their 400 mile 
fundraising relay from Worcester to the Law Enforcement Memorial in 
Washington D.C. The run is in honor of fallen Officer Manny Familia, 
who passed in 2021 attempting to rescue a 14-year-old boy from 
drowning in a pond. The group consists of 18 Worcester Police Officers, 
and the relay is split into about a dozen miles a day each. 

05-23-22 Health & Covid-19 

Good news on the health front. Following the highest reported seven-day 
average of new COVID-19 cases in Worcester County since February, 
the average for new cases dropped this week. As cases drop, the 
severity isn’t as bad as 739 new cases were reported or 5.35%. 

05-23-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Gas prices in Massachusetts continue to rise as we start the week 
according to AAA. Setting new records as the average is about 20 cents 
shy of $5 bucks a gallon. Prices are up 28 cents a gallon over the last 
week. A year ago, it was $2.91 a gallon, $1.82 less. 

05-23-22 
Government & 

Financial 

The Baker-Polito Administration announced plans for a second round of 
$500 premium payments to low-income workers. An estimated 330,000 
Massachusetts residents are eligible to receive a $500 payment in June 
if they haven’t received the 1st payment. 

05-23-22 Extreme Weather 

State officials are urging swimmers to use “extreme caution” this when 
going to state beaches, as swimming locations have not yet officially 
opened for the season. In addition, lifeguards will not be present until this 
Memorial Day weekend. 

05-24-22 Local Interest 

Our prayers for the family of Jesse Lamourex. He was the occupant of 
the house on Leicester Street that was ravaged by fire early Friday who 
has succumbed to his injuries, according to the Worecester DA. 
Lamoureux was one of four people in the home at 45 Leicester St., when 
it caught on fire. 

05-24-22 Transportation 

A new Commuter Rail schedule went into effect this week. The 
spring/summer 2022 schedule includes the return of “Heart to Hub” 
express trains on the the Worcester Line, according to the MBTA. Trains 
will be able to travel from Worcester to Boston in about one hour. 

05-24-22 Housing/Homeless 

As market-rate housing projects crop up across Worcester County and 
residents call for more affordable options, the city is considering a 
solution. Worcester City Council will be learning more about inclusionary 
zoning, which requires developers to include a certain amount of 
affordable housing in their housing development projects, at its meeting 
today. 

05-24-22 Local Interest 

The owners of a popular Worcester café are saying goodbye after eight 
years in the Canal District. BirchTree Bread Company founders Avra 
Hoffman and Robert Fecteau will transfer ownership of the restaurant to 
Crust Bakeshop owners Alexis Kelleher and Nate Rossi this week. 

05-25-22 Local Interest 
As we continue to pray those in Uvalde, Some encouraging news. A 
local supermarket chain HEB will be providing meals, supplies and other 



 12 

resources to community support centers, first responders, and the local 
school district. The supermarket chain is also donating $500,000 to help 
aid the victims families. 

05-25-22 Local Interest 

One man of faith in Uvalde called it his hardest day as a pastor, but 
remains strong in the belief that "God's grace" will get them through. 
Pastor Doug Swimmer from The Potter's House Church Of Uvalde, a 
nondenominational local church went to the local hospital to pray for 
family members in the waiting area. Swimmer is also working with other 
local churches and authorities to help meet the spiritual needs of those in 
Uvalde 

05-25-22 Public Safety 

Some local schools here in Worcester Country addressing measures 
they are taking after the aftermath of Tuesday. One school district in 
Worcester addressing parents and announcing Students will be 
monitored at all the schools, and any students who appear to have 
difficulty processing the news will be referred to a school counselor, 
psychologist or school administrator. 

05-25-22 Local Interest 

The town of Auburn is redesigning its flag and accepting design 
submissions from the public. The flag design must be relevant to the 
town of Auburn and have a brief explanation of the symbolism included. 
Individuals may submit multiple different designs and anyone interested 
in submitting is welcome to. For more information and to learn how to 
submit your design, visit the Town of Auburn website. 

05-26-22 Health & Covid-19 

Community Healthlink, an organization within the UMass Memorial 
Health system that provides mental health services, has been chosen by 
the City of Worcester to assist a new crisis response model for 911 calls. 
The new model will see crisis teams formed by Community Healthlink to 
accompany police officers to certain emergency calls, such as welfare or 
safety checks. 

05-26-22 Extreme Weather 

As the weather gets warmer, the Central Massachusetts Mosquito 
Control Project (CMMCP) is being proactive about getting rid of a 
summer pest. They will start spraying areas in Worcester with mosquito 
pesticides next month on June 1, 7, 14, 22 and 28, The purpose of the 
spraying is to reduce the potential for mosquito-carried illnesses like 
West Nile virus 

05-26-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Gas prices in Massachusetts staying stuck at a record high as Prices are 
up 8 cents a gallon in the last week according to AAA. A year ago, it was 
$2.91 a gallon, $1.82 less. Diesel prices dropping 8 cents but still high at 
$6.33 a gallon in Massachusetts. 

05-26-22 Jobs & Employment 

Looking for work or even students looking for Summer work? The 
MassHire Central Job Fair will take place at the DCU Center on 
Tuesday, June 7 from 11 AM to 3 PM. The event is free to all jobseekers 
and no pre-registration is required. The fair will feature over 100 
employers 

05-31-22 Public Safety 
Massachusetts didn’t expect the high volume of residents to visit 
beaches. About six Massachusetts state parks and beaches were closed 
to new guests on Memorial Day due to capacity limits. 

05-31-22 Transportation 

The MBTA announced that from the end of July through almost all of 
August that Orange Line train service between stations at the line’s 
northern terminus will be replaced with shuttle buses as improvements 
are made. shuttles will replace train service in both directions 

05-31-22 Health & Covid-19 

The FDA says a multi-state outbreak of hepatitis A infections are from 
fresh organic strawberries sold at nationwide chain stores like Trader 
Joe’s and Walmart. The strawberries branded as FreshKampo and HEB 
and purchased between March 5 and April 25 

05-31-22 Local Interest 
The local classic Miss Worcester Diner has officially been named the 
best diner in the state. Food & Wine’s list of the best diners in each state 
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released this week puts the old-school diner car at 300 Southbridge St. 
at the top earning it a spot on the National Register of Historic Places. 

06-06-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Some 300,000 low-income essential workers throughout Massachusetts 
should expect to receive $500 payments from the Baker administration 
starting today. State officials will use 2021 tax returns to determine 
eligibility. People must have earned at least $13,500, with their total 
income below 300% of the federal poverty level. 

06-06-22 Housing/Homeless 

Habitat for Humanity’s Women Build, largely made up of volunteers, 
helping to build affordable homes here in Worcester County. Women in 
all roles at the company put on hard hats and got work doing whatever 
was needed to get these three homes ready to live in by next spring. 

06-06-22 Health & Covid-19 

Saint Vincent Hospital in Worcester announced it’s investing $11 million 
in the Worcester hospital’s facilities and services. The money will go 
towards a variety of new technologies, equipment for screenings and 
procedures, fund a new integrated electronic health record system and 
renovations to the Center for Women and Infants. 

06-06-22 Local Interest 

Webster Plaza make look a little different soon, as the retail strip in 
Webster, sold for $5.3 million to a car dealer. Barry Lundgren Honda of 
Auburn, who is also a real estate player in Central Massachusetts 
purchased the lot that had Kmart and other smaller stores. 

06-07-22 Transportation 

Gas prices hit a new record-high in Massachusetts on Sunday — soaring 
more than 21 cents in just one week. The state average is now $4.94 a 
gallon, or about 10 cents more than the national average, AAA reports. 
Martha’s Vineyard boasted the highest gas prices in the Bay State on 
Sunday, costing $5.89 per gallon. Nantucket came in a close second at 
$5.78 per gallon. 

06-07-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Tens of thousands of Massachusetts residents will need a new driver’s 
license or identification card due to a printing error. The company that 
prints IDs for the state, said it found a printing anomaly and would begin 
mailing replacement cards beginning yesterday. The original cards are 
valid IDs but were not printed with a fraud prevention feature. 

06-07-22 Health & Covid-19 

For the third week in a row, the average for new COVID-19 cases in the 
city has gone down and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
downgraded community transmission levels in Worcester County to 
medium. the Worcester Department of Public Health's COVID-19 
dashboard was updated to report that the city's seven-day average for 
new coronavirus cases stands at 49 cases a day. 

06-07-22 Public Safety 

There has been a rash of discoveries of residents reporting of cracked 
foundations in the towns of Rutland and Holden, Mass. Upwards of 
35,000 homes in a radius of Stafford Springs, Connecticut, are facing the 
potential for a failed concrete foundation. The now defunct J.J. Mottes 
Concrete used a tainted stone in concrete that is known to crack. 
Lawmkers looking for ways to provide relief to homeowers. 

06-08-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Gov. Baker vetoed a controversial bill (H 4805) at the end of May and 
said in a letter to the Democrat-led Legislature that he had concerns with 
the RMV’s ability to verify foreign documents and the identity of illegal 
immigrants seeking driver’s licenses. However the state’s lawmakers are 
planning to override the Governor’s veto. 

06-08-22 
Government & 

Financial 

More than 50,000 Massachusetts residents have driver’s licenses or ID 
cards that need to be replaced due to a printing error, but no one should 
cut their identification up or throw it away just yet. Gov. Charlie Baker 
says the current cards are still valid…The new ones will arrive with 
proper fraud protections in place. 

06-08-22 Transportation 
A record has been broken…as gas hitting an average of $5 per gallon 
across the state for the first time ever, according to AAA. The price in 
Massachusetts surged more than 25 cents per gallon in the last week on 
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the heels of high Memorial Day travel. 

06-08-22 Local Interest 

Worcester is celebrating its 300th birthday this month, and the city is 
pulling out all the stops to mark the milestone. The fun starts at 5 p.m. 
Friday with the Canal District Stroll, when many businesses in the 
neighborhood will offer entertainment, sales and more. There will be 
games and a public market. 

06-09-22 
Government & 

Financial 

House lawmakers voted yesterday afternoon to override Gov. Charlie 
Baker’s veto of legislation that would set up a legal pathway for some 
illegal immigrants in Massachusetts to obtain a driver’s license, teeing up 
an override vote in the Senate that could occur as soon as today. 

06-09-22 
Government & 

Financial 

State senators have and are continuing to push for same-day voter 
registration across Massachusetts. Meanwhile new legislation is looking 
to offer extended mail in ballots and more early voting. The Senate plans 
to tackle the compromise bill in session today. 

06-09-22 Transportation 

Time is ticking for state lawmakers to establish a transit authority that 
would become the backbone of East-West commuter rail linking together 
Eastern and Western Massachusetts, Gov. Charlie Baker said he hopes 
the framework comes together before the commonwealth forfeits its 
opportunity to capitalize on federal infrastructure dollars. 

06-09-22 Local Interest 

Worcester’s dual language school has been named in memory of Officer 
Manny Familia. A ribbon cutting ceremony was held this week. La 
Familia Dual Language school teaches students pre-K through grade 6 
in both English and Spanish. Worcester Police Officer Rebecka Mailea 
accepted the plaque on behalf of the Familia family. 

06-10-22 Public Safety 

Illegal Immigrants in Massachusetts are now legally able to get driver’s 
licenses, because of State Lawmakers. Gov. Charlie Baker’s recent veto 
blocked that from happening, but now lawmakers yesterday voted on an 
override of his veto. 

06-10-22 Local Interest 

The WRTA announced on Wednesday that it expects service delays and 
detours during Worcester Tercentennial events on Saturday June 11, 
between 6 AM and 6 PM. WRTA says it will make announcements as 
necessary. 
Also check the WRTA Bustracker for more information. 

06-10-22 Local Interest 

The 300th anniversary of Worcester's founding as a town will be 
celebrated in grand fashion, with a parade and Boston Pops concert 
highlighting this weekend's lineup of events. The weekend kicks off with 
a Canal District Stroll, capped by a fireworks show at 9 p.m., with Polar 
Park serving as a prime viewing area. 

06-10-22 Local Interest 

The Taste of Shrewsbury Street is returning to Worcester from 5-9 p.m. 
Tuesday to garnish the city’s tricentennial with food, drinks, and live 
entertainment. It spotlights the city’s Restaurant Row, an area known for 
its rich variety of eateries and cuisines. 

06-14-22 Health & Covid-19 

Over 2 million at-home COVID-19 rapid antigen tests will be distributed 
to Massachusetts residents over the next two weeks, the Baker 
administration announced this weeks. Tests will be available to all 351 
Massachusetts towns and cities and will be distributed over the next two 
weeks on a rolling basis 

06-14-22 Public Safety 

Residents are advised that several public safety vehicles, accompanied 
by sirens, loud noises and flashing lights, will be at Worcester Regional 
Airport for a training session Wednesday morning. The drill is scheduled 
for 8 a.m. to noon. Residents near the airport should not be alarmed. 

06-14-22 
Government & 

Financial 

The annual Massachusetts sales tax holiday weekend has been set for 
Aug. 13 and 14, when shoppers will not have to pay sales tax on most 
purchases less than $2,500. 

06-14-22 Local Interest Justin “J.D.” LeHew and Coleman “Rocky” Kinzer, retired Marine Corps 
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sergeant majors with a combined 56 years of active duty, expect to 
spend the next six months walking across the country. They plan to walk 
along Route 20 from Boston to Newport, Oregon, a distance of 3,365 
miles over 12 state to raise funds for History Flight, a nonprofit dedicated 
to identifying the remains of U.S. military personnel killed overseas and 
then arranging their transportation home for a proper burial. 

06-15-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Massachusetts’ high court has blocked a ballot measure from moving 
forward that would have asked voters if app-based drivers for companies 
like Uber, Lyft and Instacart should be treated as independent 
contractors rather than employees with regular shifts, benefits and hourly 
wages. The Supreme Judicial court ruled on Tuesday that ballot 
questions supported by a coalition of drivers for the big-tech service 
providers overreached in their attempts. 

06-15-22 Health & Covid-19 

State lawmakers will take up a mental health care bill during a formal 
session Thursday but the specifics of the legislation are still not clear. the 
Senate passed mental health legislation last fall, and a proposal from 
Gov. Charlie Baker introduced this spring. 

06-15-22 Public Safety 

The Massachusetts State Police have announced there will be a sobriety 
checkpoint in Worcester County this weekend. The checkpoint will take 
place from Friday evening, June 17, into Saturday morning, June 18th to 
detect and remove those motorists who operate under the influence of 
alcohol and/or drugs from our roadways. 

06-15-22 Jobs & Employment 

Join a small business boot camp on Thursday, June 16, at WorcLab4, at 
4 Portland Street, floor 4, in Worcester. From 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM, Mass. 
Western Governors University is co-hosting along with the Center for 
Women & Enterprise a free small business bootcamp. This free, two-
hour bootcamp is aimed at helping new business owners. Program 
includes three 15-min workshops and a 30-min LinkedIn workshop. 

06-16-22 Transportation 

Safety directives are being given to some of Massachusetts public 
transit. The MBTA must act on a series of safety directives issued 
yesterday that address what federal officials described as a lack of 
safety culture at the public transit agency, delays in critical track 
maintenance, staffing issues at the Operations Control Center, and 
lapsed certifications for a number of employees. 

06-16-22 Jobs & Employment 

The Transport Security Agency is offering a $5,000 signing bonus for 
incoming full-time and part-time transport security officers at Boston 
Logan Airport in an effort to remedy staffing shortages. Nine other 
airports in other states also have low application numbers. 

06-16-22 Jobs & Employment 
TSA New England is looking for dog lovers who want to help train TSA 
K-9 units at Boston Logan Airport. It’s a volunteer position No previous 
experience is necessary. 

06-16-22 Local Interest 

As of 2020, 71 municipalities in Massachusetts allow chickens or do not 
have regulations prohibiting them. While the process in Worcester is in 
its early stages, it already has the support of the Planning Board as all 
three present members declared their support of relaxing regulations 

06-17-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Gov. Charlie Baker urged the Massachusetts Legislature to pursue tax 
relief for Bay Staters as the commonwealth continues to be awash in 
surplus tax revenue. Baker highlighted the rainy day fund’s new record 
amount of $6.6 billion. Baker urging lawamkers to give some of the 
surplus back to taxpayers, especially now when residents need it by 
passing a $700 million tax cut plan. 

06-17-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Meanwhile the state’s speaker and Senate Majority leaders Spilka 
Mariano have said they plan to pursue relief packages but mostly toward 
vulnerable populations. They say they are looking at Baker's bill (H 4361) 
and ideas from lawmakers. Spilka and Mariano have ruled out a gas-tax 
suspension despite high fuel prices. 
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06-17-22 Transportation 

The MBTA plans to close down portions of the Green Line for 12 days 
starting next week to perform “much needed” track upgrades and install 
new systems that help prevent train collisions. From June 20 through 
July 1, both directions of service on the Green Line’s B branch will pause 
as maintenance teams replace and upgrade portions of track. 

06-17-22 Extreme Weather 

Get your fans, air conditioners and kiddie pools ready. All of New 
England is slated to see temperatures "likely above" normal this 
summer, according to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration's recent outlook. The forecast shows higher than normal 
temperatures for nearly every state in the U.S. from June through 
August. More drought conditions are also anticipated for much of the 
country. But that's not the case in the Northeast, where some areas are 
predicted to see the opposite — above normal rainfall. 

06-21-22 
Government & 

Financial 

GOP Lawmakers in Massachusetts renewing a push for a state-level gas 
tax holiday to be included in a tax break package being worked on by the 
Legislature’s Democratic leaders. Multiple efforts to suspend the gas tax 
in Massachusetts were struck down this year. Gas prices hovering at $5 
per gallon, according to AAA. 

06-21-22 Transportation 

Forecasts of my flight cancellations as the summer months ramp up due 
to staffing shortages and extreme weather. Nearly 150 flights were 
canceled or delayed at Logan International Airport over the weekend. 
Although flight disruptions in Boston mostly trailed off by yesterday. 

06-21-22 Transportation 

f you’re looking to take the Red, Orange, or Blue Lines to and from work, 
your morning and afternoon commute in Boston may take longer starting 
this week after new service cuts went into effect Monday morning. Wait 
times at stations would lengthen after federal transit officials identified 
staffing shortages 

06-21-22 Extreme Weather 

With summer officially here, Mount Washington has snow. Ice and snow 
fell atop the region’s highest peak over the weekend. More than an inch 
or two of light snow accumulated Saturday and Sunday as winds gusted 
over 75 mph and temperatures dipped below freezing. 

06-22-22 Housing/Homeless 

Housing prices continue to skyrocket here in Worcester County. The 
median price of a single-family home in Worcester County rose to 
$417,000 in May, up 9% in one year, while the number of homes sold 
dropped over nearly 8% over the same period. 

06-22-22 Local Interest 

With the Fourth of July is right around the corner, and while residents of 
the commonwealth love to display their patriotism, a new study that tries 
to rank patriotism puts Massachusetts toward the bottom of the list. 
WalletHub conducted a study of all 50 states across 13 key indicators of 
patriotism and Mass ranked low in all categories. 

06-22-22 Transportation 

A proposed bill circulating in the Massachusetts House seeks to allocate 
$250 million for East-West rail, forging a major development in the long-
awaited project that would make it possible for western Massachusetts 
residents to more easily commute into Boston. 

06-22-22 Local Interest 
Rob Gronkowski is retiring once again. The former New England Patriots 
tight end announced on Instagram Tuesday that he was “walking away 
from football again” after two seasons with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 

06-23-22 
Government & 

Financial 

It’s time for your elected state lawmakers to act…That’s the message 
from Gov. Charlie Baker again yesterday urging the Legislature to act on 
his $700 million tax cut package for residents who need help especially 
now. Baker is also pressing lawmakers to suspend the gas tax, which 
has lawmakers quiet on the issue. 

06-23-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Meanwhile, House lawmakers on Beacon Hill proposing to spend $400 
million at the MBTA. State Lawmakers included the funding in a $10.4 
billion infrastructure borrowing bill the House’s budget-writing committee 
advanced Tuesday and scheduled for floor debate today. 
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06-23-22 Housing/Homeless 

Homelessness here in Worcester County has jumped 45% since last 
year and local providers are pointing to Worcester’s lack of affordable 
housing as one of the reasons for the rise. The Central Massachusetts 
Housing Alliance reported 690 homeless adults, both sheltered and 
unsheltered, in Worcester County in March of this year. 

06-23-22 Local Interest 

Southern Living has listed Bound Brook Island Beach in Wellfleet as one 
of the top 20 best secret beaches in the U.S. Bound Brook Island Beach 
ranks sixth among the top 20 list, right behind Outer Banks, North 
Carolina 

06-24-22 
Government & 

Financial 

As Governor Baker pleaing with lawmakers to return surplus to 
taxpayers, Massachusetts Senate staffers will be awarded at least 10% 
pay raises in July under a new compensation plan unveiled by Beacon 
Hill leadership this week. Senate staffers are looking into the option to 
unionize. 

06-24-22 Health & Covid-19 

The number of cases of monkeypox identified in Massachusetts has 
nearly doubled in a week, bringing the infections to 13 since the first was 
discovered on May 18. The state Department of Public Health on 
Thursday announced six new cases and all 13 infections have been in 
men 

06-24-22 Transportation 

Massachusetts Port Authority announced it will offer free parking at 
Worcester Regional Airport through Sept. 30. Worcester airport houses 
JetBlue Airways, Delta Air Lines, and American Airlines. Previously, free 
parking was scheduled to expire on June 30. 

06-24-22 Local Interest 

Worcester residents can celebrate our nation’s independence with food, 
music and fireworks at the city’s Independence Day Celebration on June 
30. East Park, on Shrewsbury Street will open at 4 p.m. Festivities will 
begin with a food court, along with activities for kids, at 4:30 p.m. 

06-27-22 Local Interest 

Lots of public pools opened up over the weekend in Central Mass to kick 
off the summer season this weekend in Worcester with 100’s of 
swimmers showing up to beat the heat. City pool, spray parks and 
beaches to open July 1 

06-27-22 Health & Covid-19 

In the latest round of COVID-19 response funding, FEMA has directed 
$6.6 million to WPI. The money is a reimbursement for testing and 
staffing related to the pandemic. The funds, which can be used to cover 
any contracts, is targeted for expenses between July 2020 and January 
2021. 

06-27-22 Jobs & Employment 

Big Y, in business for 86 years, employs 11,000 workers. Close to a third 
of the workforce has more than 10 years of service, and more than half 
for more than five years. It will result in pay increases across the board 
for some 7,600 employees, or close to three-fourths of Big Y’s retail 
workforce. It will cost the company between $8 million and $10 million. 

06-27-22 Local Interest 

Brendan and Claire O’Connor opened O’Connor’s Restaurant in 1989, 
after immigrating a year earlier from Ireland. They said they’ve worked 
five to six days, and 50 to 60 hours a week, for over 30 years. Now, at 67 
years old, ready to step away from work and spend time with family. 
O’Connor’s Restaurant will be transferred to new ownership. 

06-28-22 
Government & 

Financial 

A win for religion freedom. As the Supreme Court ruling in Kennedy v. 
Bremerton School, to side with a high school football coach from 
Washington state who was banned and later fired by the school district 
for kneeling and praying on the field after games, saying praying in 
public is protected religious and free speech under the First Amendment. 

06-28-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Meanwhile, Massachusetts Attorney General Maura Healey, also the 
favorite to be the state’s next Governor expressed disappointment in the 
United States Supreme Court’s ruling. Healey claims that the coaches 
prayers were not protected under the First Amendment because he was 
on duty and engaged in his job responsibilities immediately after the 
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game. 

06-28-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Gov. Charlie Baker pushed back on criticism from state lawmakers over 
his administration’s management of the MBTA amid a federal inspection. 
Baker is now calling for a legislative oversight hearing, and a slew of 
safety issues affecting the agency. 

06-28-22 Extreme Weather 

Weather officials project that the next three months will be warmer, and 
possibly wetter, in Southern New England than may normally be 
expected for this time of year. for New England there is a greater chance 
of an even toastier next three months. They also foresee above-average 
rainfall in the coming months in Massachusetts 

06-29-22 Local Interest 

A candle light vigil is being held today for Shane Douglas, one of the 
teenagers killed in a single-car crash in Brimfield earlier this week. The 
vigil for Douglas invites the public to “honor Shane on the Quaboag High 
School football field” Wednesday at 7 p.m., according to a Facebook 
event. 

06-29-22 
Government & 

Financial 

Gov. Charlie Baker, getting overwhelming support by senior residents to 
pass his massive $700 million tax break proposal before the end of the 
legislative session next month. 
The tax package is crafted to help low-income residents, seniors, 
families and other vulnerable groups disproportionately impacted by the 
financial woes of the COVID-19 pandemic — though it’s been met with 
little urgency so far from House Speaker Ron Mariano or Senate 
President Karen Spilka. 

06-29-22 Public Safety 

Massachusetts State Police said they seized more than 1,500 fireworks 
illegally carried across state lines and into Massachusetts last weekend 
as residents prepare for Fourth of July festivities. Firework possession is 
illegal in Massachusetts, the only of the 50 states with a complete ban. 

06-29-22 Public Safety 

Officials are urging people to stay out of Coes Reservoir today while the 
water is treated for algae. Workers will add a preventative treatment of 
copper sulfate. No one should go in the water or allow their pets to go in 
the water. Boating and fishing should be avoided. The reservoir should 
be reopen on Thursday. 

06-30-22 
Government & 

Financial 

A Worcester adult day health provider will pay $195,000 to resolve 
allegations that it improperly billed MassHealth for services. Worcester 
Adult Day Care Center will also participate in a three-year independent 
compliance monitoring program. 

06-30-22 Public Safety 

Price Chopper has issued a voluntary manufacturer recall on Mount 
Royal Kids Citrus Foaming Hand Soap for being possibly contaminated 
with a hazardous microorganism that poses a health risk, especially to 
immunocompromised individuals. Customers can return it to their local 
Price Chopper store for a full refund. 

06-30-22 Transportation 

Massachusetts gasoline prices fell 7 cents in the past week, settling at a 
new average of $4.93 per gallon. The price is still 20 cents above where 
it sat at this time last month and $1.95 above this time last year, 
according to AAA Northeast. 

06-30-22 Local Interest 
The Brimfield Antiques Flea Markets will open for business July 12-17. 
Three times a year, Brimfield hosts what has become known as the 
largest outdoor antiques and collectibles show in the country. 

 

B.  Religious Education: 

“Taking a Minute” - :60 daily program that ran from April 01, 2022 – June 30, 
2022 hosted by Jason Anderson, sharing Bible verses and their meaning from 
a historical and theological perspective, and how that applies to reaching our 
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community in a Christian worldview.   

AIRED DAILY (Monday-Sunday) at 7:25am, 12:25pm & 5:25pm.   

C.  Public Service Announcements:  Aired 12 times daily in 30 second form during 
the period April 01, 2022 – June 30, 2022  Public service announcements promoting 
local events at churches, non-profit organizations, city parks.  Each announcement 
contained information about the event and also highlighted on the station’s webpage 
called “What’s Happening”, a local resource of community events in the listening 
area.  Recorded announcements have aired from April 01, 2022 – June 30, 2022, 
informing local churches, non-profits and public organizations to post their events to 
our “What’s Happening” page at www.TheQRadio.com.  Offered as a free public 
service. 

 


