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Quarterly Issues Programs List 
 

Quarterly Issues Programs List for Station – WYQQ-FM 
January 01, 2022 – March 31, 2022 (Quarter 1) 

Placed in the Public File – April 08, 2022 
 
 

Section I.  Issues. 

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing our 
community in this quarter:   

1.) Public Safety:  Issues relating to the public safety and welfare of local 
listeners in Central Massachusetts. 

2.) Health/Covid 19 Pandemic:  Issues relating to issues that pose a health risk 
in Central Massachusetts and surrounding territories in the Commonweath , 
epidemics, public safety notices that relate to above issues. 

3.) Government/Financial:  Issues relating to local & state budgetary issues 
and how it relates to the local taxpayer in our community. 

4.) Extreme Weather:  Issues relating to extreme weather conditions, school 
closings, cancellations, weather watches & warnings & state issued 
protocols. 

5.) Travel:  Issues relating to public transportation not limited to WRTA, Mass 
Transit, road construction or traffic impacts on major highways. 

6.) Housing & Homelessness:  Issues relating to the advancement of helping 
those seeking shelter, housing assistance in the local community. 

7.) Education:  Issues relating to education, local schools, budgets and welfare 
of students on the public & private level. 

8.) Jobs:  Announcements and issues relating to job opportunities in the public / 
private sectors throughout Worcester, MA county. 

9.) Special Interest:  Public interest news & events that pertain to volunteerism, 
activism, local sports interest, etc. in Central Massachusetts. 

 
Section II.  Responsive Programs 

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above-referenced 
issues.  Programming dealing with each issue is set out below. 
 
Program:  “Q-Newstrends” 
Length of Program:  3:00   
Program Days: Monday-Friday  
Program Times:  6am / 6:30am / 7am / 7:30am / 8:00am / 8:30am 

Date Aired    Issue Discussed Program: Q-Newstrends (Synopsis) 

01-03-22 Education 

As students are heading back to school today from Christmas break, the state’s teacher’s union is 
balking at students going back. They got a swift rebuke from the Massachusetts Executive Office of 
Education. The state is committed to allowing kid’s to be back in the classroom, where keeping them 
home is a “extreme detriment of our children” 

01-03-22 Local Jobs 
Unemployment in the Greater Worcester metropolitan area saw a decrease of 0.4 percentage points in 
November, dropping to 4.8%, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. This marks the lowest 
unemployment rate in Greater Worcester since the coronavirus pandemic hit. 
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01-03-22 Health 

A new public awareness campaign aimed at promoting state tools to help residents quit smoking and 
vaping nicotine products. Dubbed Take the First Step, the campaign encourages those struggling with 
nicotine addiction to call the Massachusetts Quitline (1-800-QUIT-NOW) or visit the mass.gov/quitting 
resource page. 

01-03-22 
Special 
Interest 

New England Patriots easily defeating Jacksonville 50-10 at Gillette Stadium Sunday. New England can 
still win the AFC East with a win over Miami and a Bills loss to the New York Jets next week. 

01-04-21 Education 

Massachusetts, Gov. Charlie Baker yesterday as students returned to the classroom, emphasizing the 
importance of social development and mental health. Baker greeted students returning from winter break 
in Salem. Roughly 2,200 schools participate in some version of Massachusetts’ COVID testing programs, 
including weekly testing 

01-04-21 Health 
Nurses at St. Vincent Hospital voted on a new contract to end a labor strike that began March 8. A 
tentative agreement between the hospital and the Massachusetts Nurses Association represents about 
700 nurses. The contract requires a majority vote. 

01-04-21 Travel 
In Massachusetts, the average gas price was down 1.5 cents from last week's $3.38, averaging $3.36 
per gallon. The national average is down 9.1 cents from a month ago and stands $1.02 per gallon higher 
than a year ago. 

01-04-21 
Special 
Interest 

Specialty doughnut shop, Rocco's Doughnut Company -- with locations in Millbury and Westborough -- 
announced it will be opening its third shop on West Boylston Street in Worcester in February. Rocco's is 
looking for part-time doughnut finishers, doughnut cutter/fryers and front end/baristas. Weekend and 
weekday availability is a must for these positions. 

01-05-21 Health 
New coronavirus cases leaped in Massachusetts in the week ending Sunday, rising 70%, with Worcester 
County seeing a 60% increase from the Omicron variant. However medical experts say symptoms of this 
variant are more mild and will help create a more herd immunity. 

01-05-21 Health 
St. Vincent Hospital nurses overwhelmingly ratified a new contract Monday, officially ending the 300-plus-
day nurses strike. the hospital will soon begin recalling striking nurses to their previous positions and 
scheduling them for reorientation. 

01-05-21 Public Safety 
The Worcester Police Department has been awarded a $250,000 grant from the state to equip officers 
with body cameras. The grant is part of more than $4 million in state grant funds the Baker-Polito 
Administration awarded to 64 municipalities to start or expand body-worn camera programs. 

01-05-21 Health 
As of the start of the year, patients at medical facilities will be more informed. Health care providers now 
must tell patients how much patients will pay for planned hospital stays, medical procedures, health care 
services, and referrals – based on the patient’s specific health insurance plan. 

01-06-21 Education 

Many school districts in Massachusetts are facing school staffing struggles. Worcester had 250 teachers 
out of school. The States says they would distribute 200,000 rapid tests to school districts for staff to take 
before they returned from the winter break. Staff were not required to take the tests in order to return to 
work 

01-06-21 Education 

Lawmakers listened to hours of testimony from community members like you, threatening to remove their 
children from schools in Massachusetts if a bill is passed requiring all children older than 2 years of age 
to wear a mask. Senate Bill 2516 that would implement a mask requirement at all K-12 schools and 
childcare for everyone ages 2 and up. The state’s teacher union is backing the bill. 

01-06-21 Health 
Despite the striking nurses ratifying an agreement with the Saint Vincent Hospital this week, another 
attempt to remove the Massachusetts Nurses Association from Saint Vincent Hospital. It’s now 
represented by a national right-to-work organization to expel the union from the hospital in Worcester. 

01-06-21 Government 
In 2021, Massachusetts had the seventh highest rate of residents moving out of the state, according to 
Monday’s annual report from United Van Lines. The majority of movers leaving the state said they were 
leaving because of retirement, job and family-related. 

01-07-22 
Extreme 
Weather 

With the first real accumulating snow of the season falling in our area, school districts across the state 
have delays and closures. All the latest cancelations are posted on our website at TheQRadio.com 

01-07-22 Business 
Massachusetts businesses should be flexible about requiring employees to report to work in person 
today with inclement winter weather here, Gov. Charlie Baker said encouraging everyone to stay off the 
roads and to take public transit if possible. 

01-07-22 
Extreme 
Weather 

The governor directed non-emergency state workers in the Executive Branch to stay home and telework 
on Friday. Meanwhile MassDOT is prepping to use 2,500 pieces of snow equipment on Friday, including 
plows. 

01-07-22 Government 
December state tax collections of $4.24 billion shattered last year's mark for the final month of the year 
and exceed estimates. State revenue officials attributing much of gains to a change in state law that 
allows certain businesses to avoid federal limits on state and local tax deductions. 

01-10-22 Education 
A decision about whether to extend the mask mandate in public schools will be announced this week, 
Education Commissioner Jeff Riley told local school officials. The mandate has been extended several 
times with the latest mandate through Jan. 15. 

01-10-22 
Extreme 
Weather 

We are gearing up for the coldest temperatures so far this season, cold enough that we could be 
challenging some records! An arctic shot of air arrives along a front tonight into tomorrow. Temperatures 
will plunge into the single digits tomorrow morning, but wind chill values will be below zero throughout the 
day. With this kind of dangerous cold, make sure you are prepared by dressing in warm layers. Exposed 
skin can catch frostbite in under 30 minutes! 

01-10-22 Special Actor Bob Saget, best known as patriarch Danny Tanner on “Full House,” has died at the age of 65. In a 
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Interest statement issued by the Orange County Sheriff’s Department in Florida confirmed that deputies 
responded to the Ritz-Carlton Orlando for a “man down” call. The cause is still under investigation. 

01-10-22 
Special 
Interest 

Cornerstone Bank, a community bank with 12 locations throughout Central Massachusetts, has donated 
$50,000 to two Worcester County nonprofit organizations: $40,000 to the Worcester Community Action 
Council and $10,000 to the Worcester County Food Bank. The two groups are dedicated to improving 
quality of life by ending poverty and food insecurity throughout the region, respectively. 

01-11-22 Health 

Masks in public schools aren’t going away — at least anytime soon. The state’s education department 
extended its mask requirement in all K-12 public schools through February 28th. The current requirement 
was set to expire this week. The original mandate was issued in August and was first extended in 
October. 

01-11-22 Health 
The president of UMass Memorial Health last week expressed to staff that “all hands-on deck” were 
required to help with COVID-19 testing sites both in Worcester and Marlborough. Due to increased 
demand following the holidays, wait times have surged along with new cases. 

01-11-22 
Extreme 
Weather 

Due to predicted freezing temperatures, heavy winds and icy roads Monday night through Wednesday, 
the MBTA is warning of possible delays. The MBTA said it will do its best to keep trains and buses 
operating near normal weekday schedules, but said delays may occur. 

01-11-22 
Special 
Interest 

Massachusetts has been ranked the best state to raise a family in 2022, according to a recent study by 
WalletHub. All 50 states using 51 key metrics of “family-friendliness” that were in turn divided among five 
categories, such as “Family Fun,” “Health & Safety,” “Education & Child Care,” “Affordability” and “Socio-
economics.” 

01-12-22 Public Safety 

Gov. Charlie Baker has activated 500 additional members of the Massachusetts National Guard to 
support hospital and ambulance service providers contending with a deluge of patients — and a shortage 
of health care workers. That’s on top of the 500 Guard members whom Baker has already deployed to fill 
non-clinical roles, 

01-12-22 Government 

A new tool launched at MyVaxRecords.Mass.gov enables Massachusetts residents to access their 
vaccination records and generate a COVID-19 digital vaccine card, with similar vaccination information to 
a paper CDC card. However There is no requirement by the state to show vaccination records at any 
venue. 

01-12-22 Health 
The Massachusetts Department of Public Health updating its COVID-19 testing guidelines, as residents 
continue to scramble to find rapid antigen test kits or wait hours in line to receive a traditional PCR test. 
It’s now recommended to get tested if you have symptoms or exposed to someone with symptoms. 

01-12-22 Housing 

There’s a concern of high rental properties in Worcester. The median individual income in Worcester is 
$26,671, according to the Census Bureau, significantly lower than neighboring Framingham and 
Marlboro. Developers are catering to tenants with higher end incomes labeling them as “luxury 
apartments”, which is posing a long-term problem for local workers seeking places to rent at such high 
prices. 

01-13-22 Government 

While some communities and towns in Massachusetts are enforcing mask mandates, the state’s top 
officials are not considering instituting a statewide indoor mask right now, except in certain settings. 
Massachusetts also issued a mask advisory that encourages, but does not stipulate, mask-wearing 
indoors 

01-13-22 Public Safety 
Crews in Worcester worked to repair a water main break on Shrewsbury Street between Hill and 
Mulberry Streets that prevented some residents from having water or experiencing low water pressure or 
rusty water. Residents should report any issues. 

01-13-22 Travel 
Citing staff shortages with workers out sick, The MBTA has altered it’s train schedules as commuters 
should take note of some of the scheduled times. The service are making these temporary modifications 
now in order to avoid last-minute cancellations and to enable our riders to plan their trips accordingly. 

01-13-22 Travel 
AAA Northeast reports changes in gas prices across the region on a weekly basis. Massachusetts’s 
average gas price averaging $3.37 per gallon. That price is three cents lower than a month ago and 
$1.10 higher than a year ago. 

01-14-22 
Extreme 
Weather 

Damaging winds, reaching gusts of 60 mph, on Friday are expected to mix with light snow and wind chills 
dipping to 20 degrees below zero on Saturday, the National Weather Service said. While most of the 
state will avoid snow on Friday night, high winds and low wind chills will affect the entire region. 

01-14-22 Government 

The Supreme Court has stopped the Biden administration from enforcing a requirement that employees 
at large businesses be vaccinated against COVID-19 or undergo weekly testing and wear a mask on the 
job. At the same time, the court is allowing the administration to proceed with a vaccine mandate for most 
health care workers in the U.S. 

01-14-22 Government 
Some Massachusetts residents are having to wait weeks for trash services as companies are short 
staffed due to COVID-19. Some companies are actively working to make sure they are able to hire 
enough staff to prevent delays. 

01-14-22 Public Safety 
The American Red Cross has declared its first-ever national blood crisis this week, as the nation’s supply 
of blood runs dangerously low. the Red Cross is urging whoever can donate, to do so. You can register 
online through the Red Cross for an appointment. 

01-17-22 Education 

The Massachusetts Association of Community Colleges has rejected a request to begin the spring 
semester with remote education. The group cites the availability of vaccines, testing, (personal protective 
equipment) and other health and safety protocols currently in place at community colleges do not support 
the staff union’s last-minute request for classes to shift to remote learning 
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01-17-22 Business 
Businesses who are struggling in the city are getting hit with fines. Worcester’s City manager says the 
city has issued more than 100 fines to business that have not followed the city’s mask mandate,. Local 
business leaders say they’re trying to work with the city, but feel enforcement is too harsh. 

01-17-22 Government 
the Baker administration unveiled a slate of emergency actions to bolster staffing capacity. Physician 
assistants are now allowed to practice independently without physician supervision under certain 
parameters. resident physicians are also permitted to treat patients beyond their specialty areas. 

01-17-22 Health 

Cases of COVID-19 in Massachusetts continue to drop following a Jan. 3 peak. But while overall new 
cases appear to be drawing down, hospitalizations, which typically lag a couple of weeks behind surges, 
are still climbing. However there’s no specific data if hospital stays are related to Covid or something 
else. 

01-18-22 Public Safety 
The Worcester DA is continuing to investigate into Saturday night’s non-fatal shooting outside at the 
Blackstone Valley 14 Cinema deLux in Millbury. At approximately 8:55 p.m., several shots were fired 
outside of the upper entrance to the cinema, according to police, thankfully no one was seriously injured. 

01-18-22 Health 

Hospitals across Massachusetts are once again sounding the alarm over critical bed capacity. 
Hospitalization rates are passing previous pandemic highs – higher than at any point since May 2020 – 
and that's combined with healthcare staffing shortages, exhausted employees and an overall increase in 
seriously ill patients, not just those battling COVID. 

01-18-22 Health 

Residents with private health insurance plans can request Covid home test kits through their insurers or 
they can purchase the test kits and submit the receipt for reimbursement. Residents on Medicare can 
also receive free at home tests they can pick those up at community health centers and Medicare 
certified health clinics across the state. 

01-18-22 
Special 
Interest 

Animal shelters across Massachusetts thanked scores of individuals for being a friend on Monday. 
Donations poured into shelters from Springfield to Boston as part of the #BettyWhiteChallenge, which 
celebrated what would have been the star’s 100th birthday on Monday. The social media challenge 
called on animal lovers to donate to shelters in honor of White. 

01-19-22 Education 
more than 40,000 students and 7,300 teachers and staff in Massachusetts schools tested positive for 
COVID between Jan. 6 and Jan. 12, according to the most recent data released by the state. 

01-19-22 Health 
Meanwhile, Gov. Charlie Baker, citing the significant plummet of COVID-19 levels detected in recent 
wastewater sampling, said Tuesday that Massachusetts likely surpassed its dizzying winter peak of 
infections. Coronavirus levels dropped by as much as 40% 

01-19-22 Education 
Massachusetts school districts will soon have enhanced access to at-home rapid COVID-19 tests. 
Starting next week, participating school districts will receive bulk shipments of test kits, and then 
distribute them on a biweekly basis to students and staff. 

01-19-22 
Special 
Interest 

Whitin Community Center in Whitinsville is hosting online and in-person lifeguard and waterfront courses 
and recertification courses next month. Registration is open now. Minimum age: 15 years 
WhitinCommunityCenter.com for more info 

01-20-22 Health 

St. Vincent Hospital is reopening outpatient cardiac rehabilitation and pulmonary rehabilitation services 
after a five-month closure during the nurses’ strike. The hospital says reopening of these services is a 
starting point, and we look forward to opening more services as we move back towards normal 
operations. 

01-20-22 Government 
Governor Baker announced COVID-19 testing will be available for child care and early education centers 
enrolled in a state-sponsored rapid testing program. The state will be launching rapid antigen testing to 
more than 7,700 Early Education and Care affiliated child care providers. 

01-20-22 Housing 

According to the Massachusetts Department of Revenue, the average tax bill for a single family home in 
Massachusetts this year is $6,767, which is $395 higher than last year’s average bill. February 1 is the 
deadline for 3rd quarter property tax payments in over 80% of the cities and towns in Massachusetts. It is 
also the last day to file for an abatement in those communities. 

01-20-22 Education 
Assumption University in Worcester broke ground on its new $2.6-million athletic facility this month. The 
facility will include a new turf field for soccer and softball, as well as a Division II facility with a new 
scoreboard, sound system, bullpen, and cameras. 

01-21-22 Government 
Attorney General, Maura Healy has officially entered the Governor’s race here in Massachusetts. She 
made her first campaign stop yesterday making the announcement in East Boston. She’s running against 
2 others in her party. 

01-22-22 Public Safety 
The FBI has issued a nationwide alert on the case of UMass Amherst student Maura Murray, who 
disappeared nearly 18 years ago. Murray was a nursing student at the Amherst campus when she 
disappeared in 2004, just minutes after crashing her car off Route 112 in Haverhill, New Hampshire 

01-22-22 Health 
Tufts Medical Center will be closing the doors to their 41-bed pediatric hospital in the summer after over a 
century of caring for sick children. This closure will result in converting the pediatric beds into more space 
to treat adult patients. Children will be treated at Boston Children’s Hospital. 

01-22-22 Government 

business owners from various sectors and from around Massachusetts came together Thursday to call 
attention to how the proposed surtax on income over $1 million would affect them. State lawmakers 
letting voters decide on the 2022 statewide ballot whether to pass a constitutional amendment imposing a 
new 4 percent surtax on annual household income over $1 million. 

01-23-22 Education 

Gov. Charlie Baker, who remains hyper-focused on maintaining in-person learning for K-12 public school 
students to protect their mental and social well-being, on sternly rebuked ongoing COVID-19 protocols at 
universities. Baker says It is time for schoolsto pivot away from the Test and Stay program citing rapid 
tests readily available. 
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01-23-22 Public Safety 
An investigation continues after last week’s fire in a bathroom at the Clara Barton Elementary School in 
Oxford. Fire crews from the Oxford, Auburn, Leicester and Sutton fire departments responded to the call 
bringing a total of 10 apparatus and 26 firefighters to the scene. 

01-23-22 
Special 
Interest 

The WooSox will host their inaugural “Winter Weekend” event virtually from Jan. 28-31, the team 
announced Friday. The event will include four days of virtual festivities. The festivities are free and open 
to the public. Fans can participate via Zoom by visiting www.woosox.com/winterweekend and can watch 
on Facebook Live. 

01-23-22 Public Safety 
Quinsigamond Community College [QCC] is the only Massachusetts community college running its own 
full-time police academy held on nights and weekends. QCC will be hosting upcoming information 
sessions at QCC’s main campus in February and March with additional sessions added continuously. 

01-24-22 Health 
The state reported far fewer coronavirus cases in the week ending Sunday, adding 109,703 new cases. 
That's down 25% from the previous week's tally of 146,355 new cases of the virus that causes COVID-
19. 

01-24-22 Government 

Gov. Charlie Baker will deliver his final State of the Commonwealth address on Tuesday evening at the 
Hynes Convention Center in Boston, as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to upend daily life in 
Massachusetts. The governor will outline priorities for the remainder of the legislative session as well, 
including mental health. 

01-24-22 Travel 
Traffic on the Massachusetts Turnpike in the area of Exit 96 (Route 122, Millbury) will be slowed this 
week due to bridge work. Lane closures on the highway will occur from 9 p.m. to 5 a.m. each night 
through Friday. Ramps at the exit will be closed from 10 p.m. to 5 a.m., with detour signs in place. 

01-24-22 Public Safety 

Multiple state agencies issued a warning to members of the public about the potential dangers of thin ice 
on streams and rivers, and asked for diligent practices from all. The Massachusetts State Police reminds 
the public to call 911 in an emergency, such as a person or a pet falling through the ice and to never go 
alone. 

01-26-22 Public Safety 
Investors are still looking into a WPI student was found deceased in their off-campus apartment over the 
weekend. This makes the 7th student who passed away since last July. Students, faculty and staff 
recognizing the national mental health crisis among college students. 

01-26-22 Health 
City officials have expressed cautious optimism that the city has seen the peak of the surge in COVID-19 
cases that came along with the spread of the omicron variant. Long lines for testing 2 weeks ago have 
now dropped significant with very limited wait times. 

01-26-22 
Special 
Interest 

Stop & Shop has partnered with Boston-based non-profit “About Fresh” in an effort to increase fresh food 
access across the commonwealth. Eligible customers will now be able to purchase healthy food with a 
prescription from their healthcare providers who will provide prepaid debit cards that’ll allow them buy any 
fresh food product from participating Stop & Shop chains 

01-26-22 
Extreme 
Weather 

Heavy snow, strong winds and flooding may affect commonwealth residents this weekend, as forecasters 
predicting a nor’easter could bring a possible bomb cyclone to the Northeast. A cold front coming through 
Friday night bringing heavy snow, strong winds and cause for coastal flooding. 

01-27-22 Government 
Governor Charlie Baker used his final State of the Commonwealth address to forecast substantial tax 
breaks that will feature in his annual state spending bill, marked for release on Wednesday, and to 
challenge lawmakers to act on a pair of criminal justice bills he has tried to pass for years. 

01-27-22 Jobs 
Massachusetts’ unemployment rate saw a significant drop in unemployment in December, decreasing to 
3.9%, the lowest it’s been before the coronavirus pandemic. Massachusetts was the only state in the 
nation with a rising unemployment rate, 

01-27-22 Government 
State Sen. Harriette Chandler, the former president of the state Senate who has represented Worcester 
in the Senate for more than 20 years, will not seek reelection. Chandler, 84 made the announcement 
yesterday. Chandler said she intends to finish out her term, saying that there is still work to be done. 

01-27-22 
Extreme 
Weather 

A powerful nor'easter could drop a swath of 8 to 12 inches of snow — or more — on Central Mass. late 
Friday night into Saturday. Uncertainties remain with the track and intensity of the coastal storm and its 
resulting potential impacts 

01-28-22 Public Safety 

City and town officials across the commonwealth looking at an undersupply of snowplow drivers may 
make cleanup of this weekend’s storm difficult. the shortage is due to the pandemic, snowplow drivers 
retiring and people not interested in enlisting in that line of work. Some cities offering cash bonuses for 
drivers. 

01-28-22 Education 

A group of residents is seeking to recall five Dudley-Charlton Regional School Committee members over 
concerns about sex education curriculum, critical race theory and mask mandates. The group, known as 
Charlton/Dudley United and made up of about 368 members, is in the process of collecting signatures for 
a recall petition in Dudley. In Charlton, the group received pushback from town officials on the recall 
attempts and with the help of an attorney is preparing to sue to the town. 

01-28-22 Health 
Some good news as new cases of the Covid 19 virus, as well as overall hospitalizations, continue to 
show signs of a steady downward trend. Data from the Department of Public Health reports cases by test 
date dropped about 39% over the previous week. 

01-28-22 
Special 
Interest 

A historic museum featuring state-of-the-art 4-D digital technology to tell the story of Samuel Slater, the 
beginnings of the American Industrial Revolution, and the founding of Webster, Massachusetts in the 
early 19th century, announced it will be opening its doors to the public on Friday, March 4, 2022 for its 
first self-guided tours. The museum is housed in the former National Guard Armory building at 31 Ray 
Street in Webster. 
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01-31-22 Public Safety 
A BIG Thank you to all of the essential workers who helped Massachusetts residents get through the 
powerful blizzard this past weekend. Most communities have power, however most of the power outages 
continue to be on The Cape. 

01-31-22 Health 

Even though Covid cases are dropping fast, the city of Worcester has extended an executive order that 
kept City Hall and other municipal building services open by appointment only, and keeping the 
Worcester Senior Center to only virtual programming. The executive order will be assessed on a week-
by-week basis 

01-31-22 
Special 
Interest 

Is Tom Brady retiring? After this weekends reporting, his dad and Brady’s agent say otherwise, as the 
former New England quarterback is vacationing out of the country and yet has made any official 
statement as of yet. Meanwhile, Las Vegas Raiders are hiring long time Patriots offensive coordinator 
Josh McDaniels as their next head coach 

01-31-22 
Special 
Interest 

And Superbowl 56 is set as the Bengals beat the Chiefs in a stunner in overtime, 27-24 and The L.A. 
Rams beat Jimmy Garrapolo and the 49ers, 20-17. The Rams host the Bengals in the Rams home 
stadium in 2 weeks. 

02-01-22 Government 

Gov. Charlie Baker joined at least 28 governors yesterday morning to meet with President Joe Biden at 
the White House after a weekend of discussions between state leaders and the president’s Cabinet on a 
range of issues. Baker had separate meetings set up for Monday at the Pentagon to discuss the 
replacement of the Cape Cod Canal bridges and military installations in Massachusetts. 

02-01-22 Health 

Gov. Baker’s Cabinet secretaries urging college and university presidents to move away from strict 
campus-wide COVID-19 protocols and instead put their institutions at the forefront of the state’s transition 
of the pandemic “into an endemic, a highly contagious virus that is manageable and allows us to regain a 
sense of normalcy. 

02-01-22 
Extreme 
Weather 

Electricity returning across Massachusetts, less than two days after a snowstorm bearing blizzard 
conditions knocked out power to over 100,000 customers as it pummeled the state. There are still 
isolated areas without power, many on or near Cape Cod, according to the Massachusetts Emergency 
Management Agency 

02-01-22 
Special 
Interest 

The Massachusetts State Police is mourning the loss of Trooper Robert Whittier, who was the 
department’s longest serving active duty member. At 47 years of service, Whittier had served on the 
motorcycle unit since 1992. Cause of death hasn’t made public. 

02-02-22 Government 

Gov. Charlie Baker’s proposed $48.5 billion budget for fiscal 2023 includes significant educational 
investments to close opportunity and achievement gaps at K-12 public schools across Massachusetts. 
Baker, who unveiled his budget last week, said the commonwealth intends to fully fund the upcoming 
installment of the Student Opportunity Act, with the legislation slated to be completely implemented by 
fiscal 2027. 

02-02-22 Travel 
The average gasoline price in Massachusetts is sitting at $3.39 per gallon of regular unleaded, 3 cents up 
from last week. Fuel prices in Massachusetts are up 1 cent from this time in December, and exactly up 
$1 from last January, according to AAA. 

02-02-22 Government 
Auburn Police Chief Andrew J. Sluckis Jr. is retiring after 33 years of law enforcement service. The 
department announced Sluckis’ retirement Monday and thanked him for his years of service to the town 
of Auburn. All of us here at The Q90.1 wish Chief Sluckis a healthy and happy retirement. 

02-02-22 
Special 
Interest 

And it’s official, after this past weekend’s speculation, Tom Brady officially retiring after 22 seasons. He 
wrote a 9 page statement and later gave a nod to his former team. The former quarterback responded to 
a statement to Robert Kraft and the Patriots, writing, “Thank you Patriots and Patriot Nation. Beyond 
grateful and love you all.” 

02-03-22 Housing 

With the housing marketing competition high, more buyers are waiving their home inspection in order to 
get their offer accepted. Realtors urging caution to waive an inspection where it is a risk to homebuyers 
— especially first-time buyers. Home inspectors can spend between two to three hours examining every 
facet of a house and urging homebuyers to use that option. 

02-03-22 Travel 
Worcester city councilors declined a citizen petition that proposed banning new gas stations in the city. 
The same citizen group wanting the city to consider a COVID-19 vaccine passport system in the city 
which also failed. 

02-03-22 
Special 
Interest 

The popular stART on the Street, on hiatus since 2020, plans to resume hosting its festival in September 
as a merged program of the nonprofit arts organization Creative Hub Worcester. stART on the Street has 
hosted annual festivals on Worcester’s Park Avenue each September since 2005, attracting tens of 
thousands of people to engage with hundreds of local artists and small businesses. It has been a 
nonprofit organization of local artists and art lovers. 

02-03-22 
Extreme 
Weather 

The National Weather Service issued a winter storm watch in Massachusetts due to possible snow and 
sleet, flash freezes and slippery roads during commutes on Friday morning. The day is expected to begin 
with rain, turning into sleet and snow, with two to six inches of accumulation possible. The northern part 
of Massachusetts is predicted to see the most precipitation. 

02-04-22 Health 
A bill targeting drug costs that the Massachusetts Senate plans to take up next week would cap the cost 
of insulin at $25 a month for consumers. This is one of a series of measures that a senator behind the 
legislation said are aimed at boosting access and accountability in the pharmaceutical system. 

02-04-22 Jobs 

Worcester Counties unemployment rate dropped more than one percentage point in December, hitting 
3.6%. That's the lowest unemployment rate since the coronavirus pandemic struck, according to the 
Labor Department. However, the region’s labor force still hasn’t fully bounced back to pre-pandemic 
levels. 
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02-04-22 Jobs 
There are a lot of job openings for food service in Worcester County. As restaurants are struggling to fully 
staff their operations here in Central Mass, owners are offering bonuses, flexible hours and even 401ks. 

02-04-22 Health 
UMass Chan Medical School announced on Thursday a $15 million donation that will continue to support 
the university’s research in ALS and neuroscience. The gift will ensure neuroscience research 
collaborations will be a priority for years to come. 

02-07-22 Public Safety 
City officials say sewage has flooded the facility at Lake Quinsigamond and prevented the pumps from 
operating. They advised that all recreational activities, including ice fishing, should be halted in the 
vicinity of the pumping station and areas south on the lake until further notice. 

02-07-22 Public Safety 

Ballots for the vote on whether to drop the Massachusetts Nurses Association as the union representing 
nurses at St. Vincent Hospital went out Friday. A group of permanent replacement nurses and nurses 
who crossed the picket line petitioned the NLRB for a decertification vote because of the 301-day nurses’ 
strike. 

02-07-22 Health 

As COVID-19 cases continue to decline, Worcester city officials are asking the Board of Health to rescind 
the city's emergency mask mandate. If the board approves the request, the mandate would be lifted 
effective Feb. 18. Meanwhile, businesses and facilities like TD Garden are petition Boston Mayor 
Michelle Wu to follow the same path, yet no decision. 

02-07-22 Public Safety 
With the time of year where more house fires are happening throughout New England, fire officials are 
asking homeowners and business owners to check the batteries and CO2 detectors. Simple battery 
checks can save lives and your property. 

02-08-22 Health 
Gov. Charlie Baker on Monday afternoon hinted that Massachusetts could soon lift the indoor mask 
mandate at public schools across the commonwealth. This comes as other states in the country are 
moving away from masking. Recent states of Delaware and New Jersey lifting their bans. 

02-08-22 Health 

Protestors in Boston rallied Sunday for a man denied a heart transplant by Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital because he is unvaccinated against COVID-19, David Ferguson Jr., has been hospitalized since 
November with a genetic heart condition that has put him at risk of heart failure. His case is receiving 
national and international attention in recent weeks 

02-08-22 
Special 
Interest 

Completion dates for the office and hotel buildings in Madison Properties’ development across the street 
from Worcester’s Polar Park stadium have been pushed back another year. The five-building project next 
to the stadium includes an office building, hotel, and residential building. 

02-08-22 Travel 
The state plans to allocate $171 million for construction projects on 25 bridges in Central Mass. 
Worcester, Fitchburg, Auburn and Dudley all receiving funding for bridge repairs to make them safer or 
construction of new bridges. 

02-09-22 Public Safety 

After an estimated 4 million gallons of untreated wastewater spilled into Lake Quinsigamond, a pump at 
the Lake Avenue Sewer Pumping Station has been restarted. The pump station was out of service for 36 
hours, and the city estimates that 4 million gallons of untreated wastewater entered the lake. Plans to 
install an emergency bypass pump system are ongoing. 

02-09-22 Health 
The Board of Health voted Monday to rescind the citywide mask mandate, effective Feb. 18. This follows 
suit as many other communities and states are lifting mandates, especially for school kids. 

02-09-22 Travel 
Emergency repairs will take place on the Massachusetts Turnpike Interstate 90 bridge deck over Route 
12 at Exit 90 in Auburn, 10 p.m. tonight to 5 a.m. tomorrow. The repair work will require the Interstate 290 
westbound exit 12A off-ramp to I-90 to be temporarily closed and Traffic will be detoured. 

02-09-22 
Special 
Interest 

An Academy Award nomination has a Central Mass tie. Former Worcester resident Adam McKay has 
been nominated for the Academy Award for Best Original Screenplay for “Don’t Look Up.” "Don't Look 
Up," which has two scenes filmed in Worcester (including one featuring three-time Academy Award 
winner Meryl Streep and Academy Award-nominated Jonah Hill inside the DCU Center) was nominated 
for Best Picture. 

02-10-22 Education 
Kids in school can put away the mask soon. The mask mandate at Massachusetts public schools will lift 
on Feb 28 as coronavirus cases continue to drop. The new policy comes as New Jersey, Delaware and 
Connecticut have all announced plans earlier this week to lift their own school mask mandates. 

02-10-22 Government 

Gov. Charlie Baker on Wednesday said he does not support a broad vaccine mandate at the 
Massachusetts State House, which has been closed to the public for 701 consecutive days. Baker said 
yesterday the building should be open to the public. However, the House Speaker and Senate Majority 
leader is pushing for vax only guests. 

02-10-22 Government 
Gov. Charlie Baker Administration will begin distributing $500 payments to 500,000 low-income workers 
in March as part of a $4 billion spending plan. Workers will be eligible if their income in 2020 was at least 
$12,750, with their total income below 300% of the federal poverty level, 

02-10-22 Health 
To be awareness of the needs around us, In Central Massachusetts, 23% of adults surveyed needing 
behavioral health care over the past year dealing the #1 issue, the pandemic, 64%. Notably, 49% of 
respondents reported job losses or disruptions. 

02-11-22 Health 

Coronavirus cases among K-12 Massachusetts public school students dropped by almost 45% over the 
past week, underscoring the state’s steady improvement since surpassing the omicron peak in infections 
last month. The Baker administration on Wednesday announced it will lift the school mask mandate on 
Feb. 28, 

02-11-22 Government 
However, the city of Worcester has now rejected the Governor’s lift. The city’s Board of Heatlh rejected 
the Governor’s announcement. With the board’s next meeting not until March 7, a change before that 
time is not likely. When the board meets on March 7. 
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02-11-22 Government 

The IRS’s Volunteer Income Tax Assistance [VITA] program makes tax credits and tax preparation more 
accessible to those who need it most. Workers who qualify for the Earned Income Tax Credit by making 
less than $57,000, persons with disabilities, seniors, and limited English-speakers can get free tax 
preparation by certified preparers. 

02-11-22 Public Safety 

“Johnny on the spot” is what Worcester District Attorney Joseph D. Early, Jr. called Westborough Police 
Officer John Sweeney Thursday afternoon as he awarded the officer who has saved two lives in his 
seven months with the department. Sweeney, a former Massachusetts State Trooper, joined the 
Westborough Police Department in the summer of 2021 and has saved two lives within a month during 
calls for service. 

02-15-22 Government 

Massachusetts will steer another $101 million toward its COVID-19 response under a spending bill Gov. 
Charlie Baker signed over the weekend that also shifts the statewide primary election date up to Sept. 6. 
Baker on Saturday approved all of the spending on COVID-19 emergency paid sick leave, rapid tests, 
high-quality masks and vaccine access 

02-15-22 Government 

The Massachusetts State House will finally reopen to the public next week, nearly two years after the 
building shuttered due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
Senate President Karen Spilka and House Speaker Ron Mariano on Monday afternoon announced the 
building will welcome back visitors on Feb. 22. 

02-15-22 Travel 

Spirit Airlines and Frontier Airlines, two prominent budget carriers, on Monday announced plans to 
merge, a combination that would create the fifth-largest U.S. airline. They said the merger could enable 
the new airline to start flights to small cities, too, including Eugene, Ore.; Ithaca, N.Y.; and Worcester, 
Mass. 

02-15-22 Education 
Massachusetts was named the most educated state in America in a new WalletHub study. 
Massachusetts ranked first in average university quality, first in percent of graduated or professional 
degree holders, first in bachelors degree holders 

02-16-22 Health 
Massachusetts significantly scaled back its mask advisory yesterday as coronavirus conditions improve 
in the commonwealth following last month’s omicron surge. the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health no longer recommends that all vaccinated individual don face coverings in public. 

02-16-22 Health 

As the state is rolling back it’s mandates and other cities and states in the Northeast are relaxing 
guidelines, the city Boston isn’t. The second phase of Boston’s vaccine mandate took effect yesterday, 
requiring all people ages 12 and older to show proof of full COVID-19 inoculation to enter a range of 
indoor spaces in the city. Imposed by Mayor Michelle Wu, the mandate covers indoor dining, including 
bars and restaurants, as well as concerts, sporting events in arenas. 

02-16-22 Government 
The IRS announced last week that it suspended the mailing of automated collection notices normally 
issued when a taxpayer owes additional tax and the agency has no record of a taxpayer filing a tax 
return. These mailings include balance due notices and unfiled tax return notices. 

02-16-22 
Special 
Interest 

The Worcester Red Sox and the Polar Park ballpark will host a virtual job fair for the venue on Saturday 
from 10am to 1pm. The job fair is seeking to fill approximately 300 part-time, seasonal positions across a 
variety of departments including ticketing, concessions, hospitality, productions, operations, mascoting, 
and merchandising. 

02-17-22 Health 

As the growing frustration with Mayor Michelle Wu’s vaccination only mandates to work or recreate in the 
city, An appeals court judge blocked the mayor from mandating the COVID-19 vaccine for three fire and 
police unions, who have said This is a chance to hold our elected leaders accountable while protecting 
our rights of workers and the public at large. 

02-17-22 Travel 
The states RMV is under fire as Four Registry of Motor Vehicles employees have been fired after an 
investigation suggested that 2,100 drivers in Massachusetts were granted licenses without taking a road 
test. Investigations started back in 2020 

02-17-22 Health 
Three cases of infection from Salmonella in Massachusetts have been linked to a brand of dog treats 
according to the Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH). DPH officials are urging consumers 
who have any “Dog Gone Dog Treats” to dispose of them 

02-17-22 Health 
Big Y said it will offer free N95 masks at its supermarkets for those who want them, starting Saturday. 
There will be employee-staffed tables set up between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. to safely distribute up to three 
masks to each customer, while supplies last 

02-21-22 Health 

After getting pushback from city residents, restaurant owners and businesses, Mayor Michelle Wu 
announced indoor businesses no longer need to see proof of vaccination. This announcement came 
abruptly late Friday. The city says they will review the mask requirements which remain. Boston only 
reporting a 4% positive rate. 

02-21-22 Government 

The state House passed legislation that opens a pathway for illegal immigrants to obtain driver's licenses 
in Massachusetts. The divided legislation where supporters say it promotes safe driving in 
Massachusetts where concerned legislators says it undermines legal immigration. Gov. Baker has 
recently said he’s concerned with this type of legislation. 

02-21-22 Public Safety 

The FDA is issuing a warning for customers who shop at Family Dollar. Family Dollar said there is 
evidence of a rodent infestation at one of its distribution sites. So far, no illnesses have been reported. 
The discount chain is recalling some medications, food, cosmetics, and medical devices. Complete 
details can be found on the FDA website. 

02-21-22 Jobs 
Six Flags New England in Agawam is hoping to catch the eye of potential new employees and fill 
vacancies. Six Flags New England is offering over 3,000 part time and seasonal employee jobs for it’s 
2022 season. More can be found on their website. 
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02-22-22 
Special 
Interest 

As a busy weekend at TD Garden came to an end, and so did the venue’s requirement to show proof of 
COVID vaccination to get in. The vax mandate – which garnered backlash – was rescinded Friday night. 
Yesterdays’ Bruins game marked the first event since the vaccine requirement was dropped. The mask 
mandate is still in effect. 

02-22-22 Public Safety 
More than 400 Family Dollar locations remained temporarily closed as the discount retailer worked to 
recover from a massive rodent infestation at one of its distribution centers. The FDA sent an inspector to 
the West Memphis, Arkansas, facility in January following a consumer complaint, 

02-22-22 Travel 
Gas prices in Massachusetts went up another nickel in the past week, according to AAA. A gallon of gas 
in the state now costs $3.54 on average. Massachusetts gas prices have gone up 18 cents in the past 
month, and are 98 cents higher than they were at this time last year according to AAA 

02-22-22 Travel 

The (RMV) expects a high volume of in-person customer service transactions this week during school 
vacation week, including a large number of students will be seeking to secure learner’s permits during the 
vacation week. The RMV is encouraging customers to make appointments for in-person transactions or 
conduct business online. 

02-23-22 Government 

the Department of Unemployment Assistance is collecting millions of dollars in unemployment 
overpayments. The DUA is asking for people to pay back unemployment benefits that helped them 
through the COVID-19 pandemic, adding that others think its unfair for people to be penalized for the 
state’s error. Massachusetts legislators are asking the department to pause collection until the end of 
July. 

02-23-22 Education 

The pandemic caused an initial dive in college enrollment numbers in Worcester, which have yet to 
plateau despite most schools’ return to in-person learning. Educators say the problem could be more 
long-term, as student attitudes toward the financial investment of higher education are shifting 
significantly. 

02-23-22 
Special 
Interest 

A 16,600-square-foot medical office on 48 Elm St. in Worcester was bought by the owners of local 
restaurant Wings Over Worcester, according to the Worcester South District Registry of Deeds. The 
owners haven’t officially stated their intentions for the new building, whether to expand their restaurant or 
create new opportunities for the city. 

02-23-22 
Special 
Interest 

Worcester Restaurant Week is back. Beginning Feb. 28, the winter edition of this year’s restaurant week 
runs through Saturday, March 12. The two-week affair allows patrons to dine at restaurants across the 
area often including three courses for $28.22. 

02-24-22 
Extreme 
Weather 

The National Weather Service has issued at Winter Weather Watch for most of Massachusetts starting 
late tonight into Friday evening. Total snow accumulations of 6 to 12 inches of heavy snow is possible. 
The Winter Weather Watch covers portions of Central, Eastern, Northeastern and Western 
Massachusetts. Full forecast ahead. 

02-24-22 Travel 

JetBlue announced it has officially launched service between New York’s JFKand Puerto Vallarta’s 
International Airport (PVR). Puerto Vallarta service will operate four times weekly on Monday, 
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday. Which means Travelers can leave Worcester Regional Airport to 
catch a connecting flight at JFK with a 45 minute layover. 

02-24-22 
Special 
Interest 

A new golf simulator is opening in Worcester. X-Golf Worcester is now taking online bookings for tee 
times starting March 1. X-Golf Indoor Golf Simulator is opening in the Trolley Yard shopping plaza on 
Grove Street next door to The Goddard School of Worcester. 

02-24-22 Government 

The Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court is considering whether to decriminalize suicide by physician 
if a doctor prescribes lethal drugs in accordance with a “medically acceptable standard of care” to a 
capable, terminally ill, adult patient." The Massachusetts Family Institute and Americans United for Life 
has now filed a friend-of-the-court brief and asking the court should reject any attempt to legalize the 
lethal practice." 

02-25-22 
Extreme 
Weather 

Governor Baker is urging Massachusetts residents to stay off the roads today, as another snowstorm 
descends on the commonwealth to give clean up crews ample room to clear the roads. 

02-25-22 
Special 
Interest 

Surrounded by Ukrainian flags fluttering outside the Massachusetts State House Thursday morning. 
Elected officials across Massachusetts condemned Russian President Vladimir Putin describing Russia’s 
attack as a “fabricated conflict that could have a massive human toll. 

02-25-22 Health 
Massachusetts is among the top five states and U.S. territories in declining COVID-19 hospitalizations, 
averaging more than 50% fewer than the state tallied two weeks ago. Yesterday, the state Department of 
Public Health reported 512 hospitalizations, 

02-25-22 Public Safety 
A public health advisory in effect at Lake Quinsigamond following the discharge of wastewater into the 
lake two weeks ago was lifted yesterday. The city’s Department of Inspectional Services confirmed levels 
of E. coli to be well below recreational use limits. 

03-01-22 Education 
As the mask mandate at Massachusetts K-12 public schools lifted on Monday, Gov. Charlie Baker again 
defended his administration’s decision to loosen COVID-19 safeguards as he stressed that in-person 
learning environments are safe for students. Districts in Worcester however are making kids wear masks. 

03-01-22 
Special 
Interest 

Hundreds of people against the Russian aggression in Ukraine gathered outside MIT yesterday. 
Ukrainian students and first-generation Americans alike called on Americans to take more action in the 
European conflict. 

03-01-22 Government 
Gov. Charlie Baker and Sen. President Karen Spilka on Monday would not commit to immediately 
severing ties with Russian businesses, even as states are enacting cut ties as fighting worsens in 
Ukraine. Yet Baker said his office is examining what a potential executive order could entail. 
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03-01-22 Public Safety 

Mail and parcels are being recovered from the Charles River in Boston as A video released by State 
Police captured the moment when a the tractor-trailer careened over the side of a tightly-turning highway 
ramp and plunged into the icy Charles River below. The driver of the truck thankfully survived the crash in 
Weston. 

03-02-22 Government 

Lawmakers on both sides are now calling for the White House to create energy here at home, due to the 
crisis with Russia. Massachusetts’s average gas price increased eight cents from last week, averaging 
$3.62 per gallon. That price is 24 cents higher than a month ago and expected to rise sharply as our 
reliance on foreign oil continues to be the norm. 

03-02-22 Housing 
Airbnb will offer free, short-term housing for up to 100,000 Ukrainian refugees fleeing the violent Russian 
invasion. The vacation rental company said that the stays will be funded by Airbnb, Inc. as well as donors 
to its non-profit Airbnb.org Refugee Fund, along with the generosity of hosts within its service. 

03-02-22 
Special 
Interest 

Major League Baseball has canceled each team’s first two series of the 2022 regular season due to the 
ongoing MLB lockout. The Red Sox were scheduled to play both their first two series at Fenway Park 
against Tampa and Baltimore. Both of those series are scrapped. Ticket holders can get a refund. 

03-02-22 
Special 
Interest 

City officials announced plans on Tuesday, March 1, to celebrate 300 years since the founding of 
Worcester on June 14, 1722. The Worcester Tercentennial Weekend will take place from Friday, June 
10, through Sunday, June 12. 

03-03-22 Health 
Face coverings are no longer required on Massachusetts school buses, state public health officials said 
following the end of a statewide mask mandate in classrooms. Masks are still required in some settings, 
including on public transit and in health care facilities. 

03-03-22 Government 
Massachusetts property and vehicle taxes are both among the highest in the nation, a study found. The 
state paid the fifth-highest taxes on a median-value home, trailing only four other Northeast states. 
Residents were also taxed at the eighth-highest rate in the country for cars they own, 

03-03-22 Government 

The Town of Oxford received a $2.8-million award through the state’s MassWorks Infrastructure 
Program, which will go toward infrastructure improvements to help commercial and residential 
developments. The upgrade will open the way for the proposed Southbridge Place, a 150,000-square-
foot commercial development with 320 units of housing. 

03-03-22 
Special 
Interest 

The Big Brother Big Sister Foundation has a truck scheduled for pickups in the Worcester area on Friday, 
March 11. Foundation pickups accept a range of items, including clothing, certain household items, 
books and other items 

03-04-22 Government 
By late March, 500,000 low-income essential workers across the commonwealth will receive $500 
payments as part of the Baker administration’s COVID-19 Essential Employee Premium Pay program. 
Massachusetts residents’ income eligibility will be based on their 2020 tax returns. 

03-04-22 
Special 
Interest 

City officials, church leaders and members of the community gathered for a prayer vigil outside City Hall 
Tuesday night. Members from the public gathered to show support for the Ukrainian people. 

03-04-22 Business 
The new Amazon store in Millbury, will be shutting down. Amazon 4-star stores located in the Natick Mall 
and The Shoppes at Blackstone Valley plaza in Millbury will close, along with all 68 of its brick-and-
mortar bookstores, pop-ups, and 4-star retail shops in the United States. 

03-04-22 Jobs 
The City of Worcester is hiring for nearly 50 open positions including full-time, temporary. seasonal, and 
internship roles. From security guard and parking control officer to assistant city solicitor and director of 
IT security and many areas in between. You can see the lists at worcesterma.gov 

03-07-22 Business 
Massachusetts business are stepping up to help people afflicted by the European conflict. Some 
businesses are donating their entire month’s profit to the efforts, while others are donating a portion 
during a specific time period. 

03-07-22 
Special 
Interest 

Meanwhile, a lot fundraisers are happening through Massachusetts to help with the Ukranian efforts. 
With noble efforts, there are also scammers trying to take advantage of the situation. To ensure that your 
money is going to a legitimate fundraiser search the relief effort on charity authenticator websites such as 
BBB Wise Giving Alliance, Charity Navigator or CharityWatch 

03-07-22 Health 

Saint Vincent Hospital in Worcester will close its outpatient dialysis unit by July. Recent trends in 
outpatient dialysis visits and the outpatient dialysis capacity in the Worcester area as reasons for the 
decision to close. The hospital will work with current patients to coordinate a transition to other dialysis 
centers in the area 

03-07-22 Education 

The Worecester Red Sox want to help with mentoring in the areas public schools. They first began a 
mentor program when the team played in Pawtucket and it has continued the tradition in Worcester. 
Fourteen WooSox front office members will mentor students once a week for the remainder of the school 
year and beyond. 

03-08-22 Health 
After calls by parents, The Worcester Board of Health voted unanimously to lift the mask mandate in 
public schools at a meeting last night. Now teachers, students and parents have a choice when it comes 
to masking. 

03-08-22 Government 

Massachusetts Senator Ed Markey is calling for ban of all Russian oil. However, no plan has been 
introduced to replace that energy. Only incorporating a ban would almost certainly strike a massive 
financial toll on Masschusetts at the pump even more. There’s bi-partisan support calling for creating 
once again energy here at home. 

03-08-22 Travel 
Your next sticker shock: airline fares. The cost of jet fuel is up about 50% so far this year. Oil prices have 
increased 60% since January. Analysts believe higher Spring and Summer fares will be introduced to 
offset soaring fuel costs. 
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03-08-22 Business 
The number of Central Massachusetts startups grew 15% according to the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth. T he Great Resignation is plaguing employers large and small, however those quitting 
employees are creating new businesses for the area. 

03-09-22 
Special 
Interest 

An all-female class of Massachusetts state troopers escorted the casket of fallen “sister” Tamar Bucci, 
who was killed in the line of duty last week, to the Revere church where thousands waited to pay their 
last respects. Bucci, 34, lost her life when a tanker truck struck her cruiser on Interstate 93 in Stoneham 
last week. She was switching lanes to help a disabled vehicle at the time of the crash. 

03-09-22 Government 
Now your mail delivery will be extended during the week. Congress on Tuesday passed legislation that 
would shore up the U.S. Postal Service and ensure six-day-a-week mail delivery. The bill is expected to 
be signed into law. 

03-09-22 Health 
On the health front, COVID-19 hospitalizations in Massachusetts dipped below 300 as of Tuesday, as the 
state and U.S. see daily case reports at their lowest levels since last summer. The state Department of 
Public Health reporting minimal cases this week. 

03-09-22 Government 

Chris Doughtey, who’s running for Governor here in Massachsuttes calling for a “temporary complete 
moratorium” on the state gas tax. He has now launched an online petition to rally supporters in making 
Massachusetts “affordable” by “helping families and seniors who cannot afford these soaring costs. The 
Massachusetts excise tax is 24 cents per gallon. 

03-10-22 Travel 
Massachusetts’ gas prices have hit a record high — again. For the third consecutive day, commonwealth 
gas prices crept up past their record price. On Wednesday, Massachusetts’ average gas price hit $4.30 a 
gallon 

03-10-22 Travel 

Meanwhile, Massachusetts lawmakers yesterday defeated a proposal to suspend the state gas tax as 
prices at the pump soar to record levels. Republican Governor candidates Chris Doughty and Geoff Deihl 
gathering over 1,000 signatures in days in support of suspending the gas tax, however the state’s 
Democratic lawmakers said no. 

03-10-22 
Special 
Interest 

MLB announced Wednesday that it has canceled the third and fourth series of the regular season, 
meaning the earliest Opening Day could come would be April 14. For the Red Sox, that means three-
game series in Detroit and the Bronx have been canceled in addition to the opening homestand against 
the Rays and Orioles, which was axed last week. 

03-10-22 Education 
The Worcester Bravehears and Worcester Railers are providing tickets for K-6 students who read 10 
books in a month. Students who provide their reading list of 10 or more book through the program 
website to receive on free ticket for the Bravehearts and one free ticket from the Railers. 

03-11-22 Travel 

Gasoline prices in Massachusetts have hit the highest-ever recorded average price. In the last month, 
gas has risen 62 cents per gallon in Massachusetts, with a 54-cent rise in the last week alone. US 
Lawmakers on both parties are pressing the president to do everything in his power to push domestic 
production. 

03-11-22 
Special 
Interest 

On the 99th day of baseball’s lockout, Major League Baseball owners and players finally came to terms 
on a tentative new collective bargaining agreement . The Red Sox home opener will be against the 
Minnesota Twins on April 15th. 

03-11-22 Business 
Spectrum Internet, announcing it’s doubliong the starting download speed of its internet service from 100 
to 200 Mbps throughout its Central Mass. Locations. This includes most cities and towns here in 
Worcester County. 

03-11-22 
Special 
Interest 

Sign up for Worcester Field Hockey this spring is now open. The program runs on Sunday for five weeks, 
starting April 24. There are Pre-K to third grade sessions and fourth to eighth grade sessions each week. 

03-14-22 
Special 
Interest 

Prayers for a Fitchburg man, as he travelled to Ukraine to get his family. William Hubbard left Mass to get 
Both his 19-year-old daughter, Aislinn Hubbard, and her 8-month-old son, Seraphim, have been trapped 
in the war torn-country since the Russian invasion began late last month. According to their GoFundMe 
page, he, his daughter and his grandson had made it to the border of Ukraine and Slovakia. 

03-14-22 Public Safety 
State and local police are continuing their search Sunday for a missing Sturbridge man whose car was 
found Friday on Winsor Dam Road near the middle entrance to the Quabbin Park and Reservoir on the 
Ware-Belchertown town line. The park remained closed to vehicles and pedestrians Sunday. 

03-14-22 Health 

Researchers at UMass Chan Medical School in Worcester have discovered that a motor neuron toxin is 
associated with ALS and dementia, known as polyP is a likely contributor to motor neuron death. These 
findings are raising exciting hypotheses and possibilities both for disease biomarkers and for therapeutic 
targets. 

03-14-22 
Special 
Interest 

Well that retirement didn’t last long. Last night, Tom Brady announced that he’s coming back for the 2022 
season and he’ll be suiting up with the Buccaneers once again. The long-time Patriots quarterback 
decided that retirement simply wasn’t for him yet. 

03-15-22 Government 
Gov. Charlie Baker declined to divulge how many state government contracts have been severed this 
month due to their ties to Russian-owned but hinted at the process needed to distance the state from 
certain business dealings — without harming small businesses owners with no ties to Russia. 

03-15-22 Government 
Beacon Hill leaders on Monday largely ruled out the prospect of Massachusetts waiving the state gas tax 
as prices at the pump, saying it’ll hurt the state’s budget, meanwhile as residents and families are hurting 
buying energy. Gov. Baker sidestepped questions about his support for suspending the gas tax. 

03-15-22 Travel 
Ride Sharing services will get more expensive. The service Lyft said it plans on adding a small fee to its 
rides to account for the nationwide surge in gas prices. This follows as Uber made a similar 
announcement Friday. 
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03-15-22 
Special 
Interest 

One Massachusetts city is ranked #2 as the best city to live in the US. Cambridge ranks as the second 
best city to live in America, according to Niche’s Best Places to Live Rankings. 
It lost out on the top spot to The Woodlands, Texas which also won the honor last year 

03-16-22 Travel 
Massachusetts’s average gas price increased 19 cents from last week, averaging $4.35 per gallon. A 
whopping 86 cents higher than a month ago ($3.49) and $1.60 cents higher than this time last year 
Massachusetts’s average gas prices are slightly higher than the national average. 

03-16-22 Health 

Gov. Charlie Baker unveiled major mental health and primary care legislation yesterday which includes 
widely utilized telehealth into a sustainable, integrated model for Massachusetts. Under the governor’s 
bill, providers and insurers are required to increase spending on on primary care and behavioral health 
care by 30% over the next three years. 

03-16-22 Jobs 

The U.S. Census Bureau showed Massachusetts’ unemployment rates in 2020 and 2021 were actually 
significantly higher than previously reported. Because of updating population controls, The Beareau’s 
Labor has revised December’s unemployment rate to 4.6%. Data shows that labor participation isn’t 
where pre-pandemic levels were before. 

03-16-22 Government 
The U.S. Senate unanimously backed a bill to make Daylight Saving Time permanent, a bipartisan push 
that could end the tradition of “spring forward, fall back” and give Americans more year-round daylight 
starting in 2023. The Sunshine Protection Act now moves to the House. 

03-17-22 Government 

Gov. Charlie Baker have a plan to force providers and insurers to inject up to $1.4 billion into the system 
over the next three years to remove barriers to care and reach people before they end up in emergency 
rooms. The governor's proposal would require providers and insurers to boost spending on primary and 
behavioral health care by 30 percent by 2025. 

03-17-22 Travel 

Investigations are being asked for after Passengers were left stranded in the middle of the runway for 
nearly an hour at the Worcester Airport as all the JetBlue staff members trained to disembark passengers 
clocked out for the night. Authorities eventually contacted the JetBlue terminal manager and had him 
drive to the airport to disembark the passengers, 

03-17-22 
Special 
Interest 

Many mornings over early January would see sunrises as late as around 8:15 a.m. across Central and 
Western Massachusetts, if the Daytime Savings Time bill as proposed becomes law. Lawmakers argue 
many Americans would benefit from more light at the end of the day. 

03-17-22 Public Safety 

We’re fast approaching tick season and renewed concerns about Lyme disease, researchers at the Tufts 
University School of Medicine discovered that the bacterium that causes Lyme disease has some 
breakthrough information. The presence or absence of discoveried antibodies could help identify early 
infection, whether treatment has been successful, and whether someone has been infected again. 

03-18-22 Government 
Gov. Charlie Baker yesterday unveiled a $9.7 billion infrastructure bond bill spanning five years includes 
$5.4 billion in highway funding, $2.2 billion for the MBTA, $591 million for regional transit authorities and 
$1.4 billion for environmental infrastructure projects. 

03-18-22 Housing 
The Baker administration will stop accepting new applications for federally funded emergency rental 
assistance next month, closing the door on a diminishing stream of money that advocates say has 
provided a "lifeline" to tens of thousands of families under financial strain during the pandemic. 

03-18-22 
Special 
Interest 

Local movie theatres in Gardner and Millbury will begin screenings of a Ukrainian film on Friday, March 
17, with proceeds donated by the film distributor to war relief efforts. The film, "The Guide," was released 
in 2014 and was the official Ukrainian submission for International Feature Film at the Academy Awards 
that year. 

03-18-22 
Special 
Interest 

The Red Cross efforts to raise money for Ukraine Relief just found an important supporter. Big Y 
Supermarkets in Massachusetts and Connecticut have become collection points where you can make a 
donation to the Red Cross through the end of the month to help provide humanitarian relief in response 
to the Ukraine crisis. 

03-22-22 
Special 
Interest 

The U.S. Marine Corps has identified the four Marines who died when their Osprey aircraft crashed 
Friday night in a Norwegian town in the Arctic Circle during a NATO exercise. One identified as Capt. 
Ross A. Reynolds, 27, of Leominster, Massachusetts. The cause of the crash remained under 
investigation as our prayers are with his family. 

03-22-22 Health 

As state lawmakers looking to spend more tax dollars on healthcare programs, The cost of care remains 
a significant issue for Bay Staters. More than half of Massachusetts adults who responded to a 2021 
survey said they had experienced a health care cost hardship in the last year, and about three-quarters 
said they worry about the ability to afford health care in the future. Massachusetts average family’s 
annual premium costs is nearly $22,000 — the seventh-highest in the nation. 

03-22-22 Jobs 
Jobs report for Worcester County saw an uptick in its unemployment rate to 5.0% in January. The region, 
increased from 4.2% in December to 5.0% in January. That figure is higher than both the statewide 
average in January, which was 4.8%, and the nationwide average, which was 4.4%. 

03-22-22 Jobs 
MassHire Central Career Centers is hosting a virtual job fair on Thursday, March 31 from 10 AM to 2 PM. 
The job fair is multi-industry and interested individuals must register prior to the event at Mass.gov 

03-23-22 Government 

In Gov. Charlie Baker’s latest push to ensure Massachusetts carves out an attractive edge to retain 
workers and residents in a fluid post-COVID era, the announcing that more economic relief will soon 
arrive. Baker, speaking during a Greater Boston Chamber of Commerce event, said his administration is 
pursuing “some unusual approaches” to supporting both workers and businesses. 

03-23-22 Travel 
The average gasoline price in Massachusetts is now at $4.26 per gallon of regular unleaded, down 9 
cents since last week, according to a report from the travel group AAA Northeast. This comes as crude 
oil prices have dropped. 
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03-23-22 Travel 
Another push to lift the 24-cents-per-gallon gas tax from conversative lawmakers on Beacon Hills 
reemerge for debate on Thursday when the Senate takes up a $1.6 billion mid-year spending bill. The 
Senator from Sutton, Ryan Fattman proposing a gas tax pause collection until Sept. 5 

03-23-22 Government 

Worcester City Manager Edward Augustus will step down from his position effective May 31. Augustus is 
the sixth city manager and has served in the role since 2014. The City's announcement didn't give a 
specific reason for his departure, nor did it specify what his plans are after he steps down as city 
manager. 

03-24-22 Government 

The continued push by state GOP lawmakers to temporarily suspend gas taxes at the pump, as the 
state’s Democratic majority is getting more pressure to go along with the measure. That pressure now 
more intense as three neighboring states take up the issue. Connecticut and Rhode Island state 
legislatures today will consider gas tax suspension bills and New Hampshire Gov. Chris Sununu has 
already thrown his support for his state to halt the state gas tax. 

03-24-22 Housing 
The median price of a home in Worcester County is about $50,000 higher than it was this time a year 
ago, according to The Warren Group. February was the eighth month in a row where the number of 
homes sold declined while the median price continued to rise. 

03-24-22 Government 
Eligible Massachusetts residents will receive a $500 check this month through the COVID-19 Essential 
Employee Premium Pay program. Round one checks will be mailed to 500,000 Massachusetts residents 
this month. 

03-24-22 
Special 
Interest 

The NCAA Division 1 Men’s Ice Hockey regionals are returning to the DCU Center for the first time since 
2018. Games are scheduled for Friday and Sunday, creating a three-day window of opportunity for city 
businesses. the removal of the mask mandate has already driven in more business for the city and this 
weekend should add to it. 

03-25-22 Government 

Once again, the state Senate rejecting Sutton Sen. Ryan Fattman’s measure of suspending the state gas 
tax yesterday. The vote was 11-29 with eight Democrats joining the Republicans in voting for the 
amendment. Fattman said that suspending the state's gas tax is an important aid for working people and 
families as prices at the pump soar. Meanwhile, Connecticut lawmakers and Governor Lamont pausing 
their state’s gas tax for Connecticut residents yesterday. 

03-25-22 Government 
A former Southbridge town councilor allegedly stole about $10,000 that had been raised for the Hispanic 
Parade and Festival. Miguel Estrada pleaded not guilty to a charge or larceny over $250 by a single 
scheme. His court appearance followed a lengthy investigation into the missing money. 

03-25-22 Business 
Outdoor dining became a popular option for restaurants and guests. The City of Worcester looking to 
expand that option for restaurants. Boston is allowing it but charging restaurants a questionable $7500 
fee. Worcester officials vow to not hurt local businesses by applying these type of fees. 

03-25-22 
Special 
Interest 

The Uxbridge Police Department revealed its patch for Autism Awareness Month, which is April. The 
department will be selling the patches for $10 with proceeds donated to the Doug Flutie Jr. Foundation 
for Autism. 

03-28-22 Jobs 

Gov. Charlie Baker says Massachusetts has about 200,000 open jobs that businesses and nonprofits are 
struggling to fill. Baker unveiled a new $50 million grant program to incentivize hiring and help defray the 
costs of onboarding workers who do not yet have skills in a new field. Eligible employers can receive up 
to $4,000 per employee, capped at a total of $400,000 per organization, to cover training costs or signing 
bonuses. 

03-28-22 Business 

Lightpath, an all-fiber, infrastructure-based connectivity provider in New York will create a 75-mile 
expansion of high-count fiber down the I-90 corridor to improve MetroWest internet connectivity. The new 
fiber will add eight new municipalities to the Lightpath network, with a serviceable business market of 
more than 2,000 organizations. 

03-28-22 Business 
The Downtown Worcester Business Improvement District (BID) has unveiled a new website featuring 
maps of restaurants, retail services, cultural attractions, public art, and historical sites – making it a true 
one-stop shop for anyone exploring Downtown Worcester. It’s downtownworcester.org 

03-28-22 
Special 
Interest 

More than 500 local high school students went prom “shopping” on Saturday at the Belle of the Ball. An 
opportunity for high school juniors and seniors who otherwise wouldn’t be able to afford a dress to attend 
their high school proms. The program reaches out to companies, schools, community groups, and 
individuals to donate their dresses for young women. 

03-29-22 Travel 

As the country is ready to go mask-free on airplanes on April 18th, Massachusetts Senator Ed Markey 
says NO. Markey is asking federal officials to extend the current mandate beyond its mid-April expiration 
date. TSA, airlines and a new poll shows most Americans say it’s time to drop the masks on planes and 
at the airport. 

03-29-22 Housing 
The housing crisis in Massachusetts is affecting everyone. Governor Baker said Monday that this is one 
of the biggest issues the state is facing right now. the inventory of single-family homes for sale was down 
50 percent in January. However, the prices of those properties hit a record high. 

03-29-22 Jobs 
Massachusetts’ unemployment rate dropped to 4.7% in February. The state was one of 31 in the country 
to see a drop in unemployment. The national unemployment rate, 3.8%, was still lower than 
Massachusetts’ average. 

03-29-22 
Special 
Interest 

The trademark lighthouse at Gillette Stadium is gone -- for now. Gillette undergoes a heavy makeover, 
which is expected to be fully completed in 2023. The renovations, which start in January will include a 
“completely re-imagined plaza leading into the stadium. 

03-30-22 Public Safety 
MA Senate President Karen Spilka said she looked forward to debating legislation in her branch that 
would provide illegal immigrants a pathway to obtain a driver’s license in Massachusetts. The House 
passed the bill with a veto-proof margin, over objections of critics, including Gov. Baker who say it may 
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allow people to unlawfully register to vote under the automatic voter-registration law. 

03-30-22 Public Safety 

The Manny 267 Foundation presented the Worcester Police Department with "Manny Tubes" to be 
installed in emergency police vehicles. "Manny Tubes" are flotation tubes used when officers are 
responding to aquatic emergencies in honor of Worcester Police Officer Manny Familia, who died while 
on duty during an attempted rescue of a teen at Green Hill Pond last summer. 

03-30-22 Public Safety 
An unidentified person or group attempted to crash and hack the Bradley International Airport website 
yesterday. Bradley International Airport’s website is now up and running. Authorities are closely 
monitoring the situation and said there has been no evidence of a data breach. 

03-30-22 Travel 
JetBlue is offering two new nonstop flights from Boston to Kansas City and Milwaukee. The first nonstop 
flights to the two cities were on Sunday. the new cities are part of a move to add flights to the Midwest. 

03-31-22 Government 

Gov. Charlie Baker and Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito on Wednesday made their latest push to protect some of 
Massachusetts’ most vulnerable residents as they listened to more heartrending stories from survivors of 
domestic violence and sexual assault who say the courts failed to adequately shield them from their 
abusers. This was part of a roundtable discussion at Quinsigamond Community College in Worcester. 

03-31-22 Education 
Parents with kids in public schools should be aware. Lawmakers on Beacon Hill are pressing House 
Speaker Mariano to pass the School Pornography Curriculum Mandate! The speaker was generally 
supportive of the School Porn bill. The State Senate has already passed it. 

03-31-22 
Special 
Interest 

The Boston Pops Esplanade Orchestra will perform at the DCU Center at 4 p.m. June 12 as part of 
Worcester's Tercentennial Weekend Kickoff celebrations. The weekend will also include fireworks at 
Polar Park June 10 and a parade and downtown celebration June 11, according to an announcement by 
the Worcester Tercentennial Committee. 

03-31-22 
Special 
Interest 

Jurassic Quest is coming to the DCU Center Convention Center starting Friday, April 29 through Sunday, 
May 1. Jurassic Quest is the world’s largest, most popular dino event with unique and exciting 
experiences for the whole family. Meet their trainers, baby dinos and watch a live interactive Raptor 
show. 

 

B.  Religious Education: 

“Taking a Minute” - :60 daily program that ran from January 01, 2022 – 
March 31, 2022 hosted by Jason Anderson, sharing Bible verses and their 
meaning from a historical and theological perspective, and how that applies to 
reaching our community in a Christian worldview.  DAILY on a rotated 
schedule at various times. 

C.  Public Service Announcements:  Aired 12 times daily in 30 second form during 
the period January 01, 2022 – March 31, 2022  Public service announcements 
promoting local events at churches, non-profit organizations, city parks.  Each 
announcement contained information about the event and also highlighted on the 
station’s webpage called “What’s Happening”, a local resource of community events 
in the listening area.  Recorded announcements have aired from January 01, 2022 – 
March 31, 2022, informing local churches, non-profits and public organizations to 
post their events to our “What’s Happening” page at www.TheQRadio.com.  Offered 
as a free public service. 

 


